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In her discussion of Bernard Williams's critique of impartial morality,
Susan Wolf suggests that thoroughly immoral activities cannot realize
meaning in life because they are entirely lacking in the sort of objective
value on which meaning (in her view) partly supervenes. In the first
half of this talk I explain why the argument Wolf suggests becomes
unconvincing once we accept the pluralism about final value that I
favour: on this pluralism, although thoroughly immoral activities may
be entirely lacking in objective moral value, it doesn't follow that they
are entirely lacking in other sorts of objective value. In the second half
of the talk I then sketch an alternative argument for the claim that
thoroughly immoral activities cannot realize meaning in life. Whatever
we make of my alternative argument, its plausibility is at least not
undermined by acceptance of the pluralism that I favour.
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