PHIL 1550A INTRODUCTION TO ETHICS AND SOCIAL ISSUES
FALL 2025
Class Schedule: Mondays and Wednesdays 8:35-9:55 
Instructor: Dr. Alessandro Fiorello
Department of Philosophy Paterson Hall
Office: 3A56 Paterson Hall 
Office Hours: By appointment
Email: AlessandroFiorello@cunet.carleton.ca 
Teaching Assistants Information: TBD
Course Textbook: What’s Wrong? Applied Ethicists and Their Critics $211.99
NB: You must go to the bookstore and place a pre-order at the bookstore, which will directly order it from the publisher.  
Course Catalogue Description: 
An introduction to understanding, assessing, and formulating ethical arguments concerning controversial issues. Particular issues studied may include world hunger, capital punishment, terrorism, euthanasia, abortion, pornography and hate speech, animal rights, the environment, and topics in theories of race, gender and disability.
Course Outline:
This course explores the structure of reasoning found in ethical debates on topics such as abortion, euthanasia, poverty, parenting, animal rights, selling human organs etc. This course aims to teach you not only about ethical theories but also how to evaluate them properly. By the end of the semester, students will know the major ethical theories in normative ethics, a wide arrange of argumentation strategies used to advance ethical theses, and how to construct their own positions and evaluate them. 
Required Textbooks:
Boonin, David, and Graham Oddie. What’s Wrong?: Applied Ethicists and Their Critics. 2nd ed., Oxford University Press, 2010. $210 at the Campus Bookstore. The bookstore does not have the book in stock, so you will have to go to the bookstore, and they will order a copy for you.
 
Evaluation:
2 short in-class papers (15% each 30% total)
Mid-term exam (35%)
Final Exam (35%)
Course Attendance Requirements
Students are expected to attend all lectures, to do the readings before class, to catch up on lecture material if a class is missed, and to finish work by the deadlines given.  Late work will only be excused on medical grounds.  This requires written confirmation from your health practitioner. This holds for medical emergencies involving other members of your family also. Workload is not an acceptable excuse. The penalty for unexcused lateness is 5% per day.
This is a university class, which means this is intended for adults. This entails that the bulk of the learning in this course is through reading. Lectures are meant to help clarify misunderstandings and provide further clarification and context for readings; they are not substitutes for them. Please come to class with the readings complete and lots of questions!
Provisional Schedule of Classes (Subject to Change) 
Week 1: Introduction
Wednesday September 3rd 
· Introduction to the course
· Introduction to Arguments
Week 2 Introduction Continued
Monday September 8th 
· Consequentialism 
Wednesday September 10th 
· Deontology
Week 3
Introduction Finished/ First Paper
Monday September 15
· Virtue Ethics
Wednesday September 17
· First In Class Paper
Week 4
Non-Human Animals
Monday September 22
· Tom Regan: “The Case For Animal Rights”
Wednesday September 24
· Jan Narveson: “On a Case for Animal Rights”

· R.G. Frey: “The Case Against Animal Rights”

· Alan White: “Rights”

Week 5 
Homosexuality and Nature; Famine
Monday September 29th
· Michael Levin, “Why Homosexuality Is Abnormal”
· Timothy F. Murphy, “Homosexuality and Nature: Happiness and the Law at Stake”
Wednesday October 1st
· Peter Singer, “Famine, Affluence, and Morality”
· John Arthur, “World Hunger and Moral Obligation: The Case Against Singer”
Week 6
Abortion
Monday October 6th
· Introduction to Abortion 
· Judith Jarvis Thompson “A Defence of Abortion”
Wednesday October 8th
· Don Marquis “Why Abortion Is Immoral”

Week 7 
Euthanasia; Midterm

Monday October 13th 
	Introduction to Euthanasia (Watch this video before class) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TJAklSh_rjk&t=95s 
· James Rachels: “Active and Passive Euthanasia”
· Winston Nesbitt: “Is Killing No Worse Than Letting Die”

Wednesday October 15th 
Midterm
Reading Week October 20th-24th 
Week 8
War
Monday October 27th 
· Robert K. Fullinwider: “War and Innocence”
Wednesday October 29th 
· -Lawrence A. Alexander: “Self-Defense and the Killing of Non-Combatants: A Reply to Fullinwider”
Week 9
Hate Speech
Monday November 3rd 
· Diana Tietjen Meyers: “Rights in Collision: A Non-Punitive, Compensatory Remedy for Hate Speech” 
· Thomas W Peard: “Diana Tietjen Meyers’s Remedy for Abusive Speech: Objections”
Wednesday November 5th 
· Second In-Class Paper

Week 10
Punishment
Monday November 10th 
· Randy E. Barnett: “Restitution: A New Paradigm of Criminal Justice’
Wednesday November 12th 
· Franklin G. Miller: “Restitution and Punishment: A Reply to Barnett”
· Stanley S. Kleinberg: “Criminal Justice and Private Enterprise”

Week 11
Family 
Monday November 17th 
· Hugh LaFollette: “Licensing Parents”
· Lawrence E. Frisch: “On Licentious Licensing: A Reply to Hugh LaFollette”
· Pierre Lemieux: “Parent Licensing”
Wednesday November 19th
· Jane English: “What do Grown Children Owe Their Parents?”
· -Nicholas Dixon: “The Friendship Model of Filial Obligations”

Week 12
Selling Babies and Sex
Monday November 24th 
· Elizabeth Anderson “Is Women’s Labor a Commodity?
· Richard J. Arneson, Commodification and Commercial Surogacy”
· Alan Wertheimer, “Two Questions About Surrogacy and Exploitation”
Wednesday November 26th 
· Lars O. Ericson “Charges Against Prostitution: An Attempt at a Philosophical Assessment”
· Carole Pateman, “Defending Prostitution: Charges Against Ericson
Week 13
The State and Review
Monday December 1st
· Robert Nozick “Distributive Justice”
· Alan Goldman “The Entitlement Theory of Distributive Justice
Wednesday December 3rd
· Review 
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Assignments:
Please follow your professor’s instructions on how assignments will be handled electronically.  We no longer allow hard copies to be placed in the department’s essay box.

Evaluation:
Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval of the Faculty Dean.  This means that grades submitted by the instructor may be subject to revision.  No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean.

Deferrals for Term Work:
If students are unable to complete term work because of illness or other circumstances beyond their control, they should contact their course instructor no later than three working days of the due date.  Normally, any deferred term work will be completed by the last day of the term.  Term work cannot be deferred by the Registrar.  

Deferrals for Final Exams:
Students are expected to be available for the duration of a course including the examination period.  Occasionally, students encounter circumstances beyond their control where they may not be able to write a final examination or submit a take-home examination. Examples of this would be a serious illness or the death of a family member.  If you miss a final examination and/or fail to submit a take-home examination by the due date, you may apply for a deferral no later than three working days after the original due date (as per the University Regulations in Section 4.3 of the Undergraduate Calendar). Visit the Registrar’s Office for further information.  

Plagiarism:
It is the responsibility of each student to understand the meaning of ‘plagiarism’ as defined in the Undergraduate or Graduate Calendars, and to avoid both committing plagiarism and aiding or abetting plagiarism by other students.  (Section 10.1 of the Undergraduate Calendar Academic Regulations)

Academic Accommodation:
You may need special arrangements to meet your academic obligations during the term:

· Pregnancy or religious obligation: write to your professor with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more details visit the EIC website.  
· Academic accommodations for students with disabilities: The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a disability requiring academic accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation. If you are already registered with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to send your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two weeks before the first in-class test or exam requiring accommodation.  After requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with your professor to ensure accommodation arrangements are made.  
· Survivors of Sexual Violence:  As a community, Carleton University is committed to maintaining a positive learning, working and living environment where sexual violence will not be tolerated, and where survivors are supported through academic accommodations as per Carleton’s Sexual Violence Policy.
· Accommodation for Student Activities:  Carleton University recognizes the substantial benefits, both to the individual student and for the university, that result from a student participating in activities beyond the classroom experience. Reasonable accommodation must be provided to students who compete or perform at the national or international level. Please contact your instructor with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. 
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Sept. 3	Classes start.
Sept. 16	Last day for registration and course changes for fall term and fall/winter (two-term) courses.
Sept. 30	Last day for entire fee adjustment when withdrawing from fall term or two-term courses. Withdrawals after this date will result in a permanent notation of WDN on the official transcript.  
Oct. 13	Statutory holiday. University closed.
Oct. 20-24	Fall Break – no classes. 
Nov. 21	Last day for summative tests or examinations, or formative tests or examinations totaling more than 15% of the final grade, before the official examination period.  
Dec. 5	Last day of fall term classes. Classes follow a Monday schedule. Last day for academic withdrawal from fall term courses. Last day for handing in term work and the last day that can be specified by a course instructor as a due date for term work for a fall term course. 
Dec. 6-7          No classes or examinations take place.
Dec. 8-20	Final examinations for fall term courses and mid-term examinations in two-term courses. Examinations are normally held all seven days of the week. 
Dec. 20	All take-home examinations are due. 

Jan. 5	Classes begin.
Jan. 16	Last day for registration and course changes in the winter term.
Jan. 31	Last day for a full fee adjustment when withdrawing from winter term courses or from the winter portion of two-term courses. Withdrawals after this date will result in a permanent notation of WDN on the official transcript.  
Feb. 16	Statutory holiday. University closed.
Feb. 16-20	Winter Break – no classes.
Mar. 15	Last day for academic withdrawal from fall/winter and winter courses.
Mar. 25	Last day for summative tests or examinations, or formative tests or examinations totaling more than 15% of the final grade, in winter term or fall/winter courses before the official examination period. 
Apr. 3              Statutory holiday. University closed.
Apr. 8	Last day of two-term and winter term classes. Classes follow a Friday schedule. Last day for handing in term work and the last day that can be specified by a course instructor as a due date for two-term and for winter term courses. 
Apr. 9-10	No classes or examinations take place.
Apr. 11-23	Final examinations for winter term and two-term courses. Examinations are normally held all seven days of the week.
Apr. 23	All take-home examinations are due.   


Addresses:

Department of Philosophy:
www.carleton.ca/philosophy
520-2110

Registrar’s Office:	
www.carleton.ca/registrar
520-3500

Academic Advising Centre: 		
www.carleton.ca/academicadvising
520-7850

Writing Services:	
https://carleton.ca/csas/support/
520-3822

MacOdrum Library	
http://www.library.carleton.ca/
520-2735



