PHILOSOPHY 2408-A: Bioethics
Winter 2026, Carleton University
PHIL 2408 Bioethics [0.5 credit]
Winter 2026

Course Information
Class schedule: Tues 2:35pm – 4:25pm
Instructor: Megan Bailey
Email: meganbailey@cunet.carleton.ca

Office Hours: 
· In-Person Hours (appointment only): Email me directly to book an appointment for in-person office hours 
· Virtual Hours (drop-in & appointment): Weekly office hours via Zoom 9:30am – 10:30am (https://carleton-ca.zoom.us/j/91977604256) or email me directly to book an appointment for virtual office hours  

Teaching Assistant Information: 
· Tristan Ayran: TristanAyran@cmail.carleton.ca
· Valerie Chartrand: valerierchartrand@cmail.carleton.ca 

Calendar Course Description
Ethical and political issues in medicine, public health, biotechnology, and the life sciences. Topics may include reproductive ethics, research on human subjects, animal research and treatment, justice and health care, physician-patient relationships, death and the end of life, and genetic engineering.

Course Description
This course will introduce you to key contemporary issues in bioethics considering ethical and political issues in medicine, public health, biotechnology, and the life sciences. In order to discuss these issues, we will first look over the classical concepts and principles used in bioethics (e.g., autonomy, paternalism, personhood, informed consent). We will use these conceptual tools to analyze relevant topics and important debates in bioethics, including medical assistance in dying (MAiD) and reproductive ethics. This course contains a Canadian perspective: we will contextualize these questions in the society we live. You will develop the tools to read and communicate across disciplines, and to evaluate conflicting positions on complex issues in bioethics. 

Learning Outcomes
At the end of this class, you will be able to:
(1) identify and describe key concepts and theories in bioethics,
(2) engage with key debates in the field, 
(3) articulate your thoughts and perspective on these key debates from a philosophical and applied ethics perspective

Tutorials
Section A01: 2:35 – 3:25 pm – TA TBD
Section A02: 10:35 – 11:25 am – Instructor Megan Bailey
Section A03: 1:35 – 2:25 pm – TA TBD 

Tutorials will take place weekly via zoom beginning January 7th and concluding April 1st. Tutorials are run in real time and virtual attendance is mandatory.

Required Texts
All required readings for the class will be available through Brightspace & Ares Course Reserve with our library.  

Course Calendar
Note that these topics and readings outlined in the syllabus are tentative and may be subject to change.
	Week and Topic
	Date
	Readings
	Tutorial Date

	1. Course Introduction 
	Tues. Jan 6
	Read the syllabus please 

Optional:
Survey “Tell Me About You!” on Brightspace

	Wed. Jan 7

	2. Ethics 101 
	Tues. Jan 13
	1. Meynell, L. & Paron, C. (2023). Applied Ethics Primer. Atlantic Canada Pressbooks Network. (Part II pp. 17 – 35). https://pressbooks.atlanticoer-relatlantique.ca/aep/ 
2. Beauchamp, T. L., & Childress, J. F. (2019). Principles of biomedical ethics (8th ed.). (Chapter 1 Moral Norms pp. 1 – 25). Oxford University Press.
	Wed. Jan 14

	3.Ethical Dilemmas in Medicine 
	Tues. Jan 20
	1. Singer, P. (2011). Practical ethics (2nd ed.). Cambridge University Press eBooks. (About Ethics pp. 1 – 15). https://lust-for-life.org/Lust-For-Life/_Textual/PeterSinger_PracticalEthics_1999-2ndEdition_406pp/PeterSinger_PracticalEthics_1999-2ndEdition_406pp.pdf
2. Vyas, D. A., Eisenstein, L. G., & Jones, D. S. (2020). Hidden in plain sight — Reconsidering the use of race correction in clinical algorithms. New England Journal of Medicine, 383(9), 874 – 882. https://doi.org/10.1056/NEJMms2004740
	Wed. Jan 21

	4. Patient-Provider Relationship & Clinical Ethics
	Tues. Jan 27
	1. Simpson, C. (2004). When Hope Makes Us Vulnerable: A Discussion of Patient–Healthcare Provider Interactions in the Context of Hope. Bioethics, 18(5), 428–447. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-8519.2004.00408.x 
2. Stewart, S., McKitty, A., Chidwick, P., Healey, A., & Van Beinum, A. (2023). Trust and conflict in death determination—reflections on the legacy of Taquisha McKitty. Canadian Journal of Anesthesia/Journal Canadien D Anesthésie, 70(4), 603–609. https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/s12630-023-02443-0.pdf
	Wed. Jan 28

	5. Research Ethics
	Tues. Feb 3
	1. Pinto, A. & Smylie, J. (2013) Indigenous health and ethics: Lessons for global health. In Pinto, A., & Upshur, R. (Eds.), An introduction to global health ethics. (Chapter 6 pp. 103 – 119). Taylor & Francis Group.
2. Friesen, P., Kearns, L., Redman, B., & Caplan, A. L. (2017). Rethinking the Belmont Report? The American Journal of Bioethics, 17(7), 15–21. https://doi.org/10.1080/15265161.2017.1329482 
	Wed. Feb 4

	6. AI & Data Ethics in Health 
	Tues. Feb 10
	1. McKibbon, D. (2024, March 28). Putting the “Eh” in AI: Changing landscapes in Canadian research. Impact Ethics. https://impactethics.ca/2024/03/28/putting-the-eh-in-ai-changing-landscapes-in-canadian-research/
2. World Health Organization. (2021). Ethics and governance of artificial intelligence for health: WHO guidance (pp. 6 – 16). World Health Organization. https://iris.who.int/handle/10665/341996
	Wed. Feb 11

	WINTER BREAK
	Tues. Feb 17
	WINTER BREAK

	7. Midterm Case Study Assignment
	Tues. Feb 24
	
In-class midterm  
	No tutorial this week

	8. Bioethics and the Media


	Tues. March 3
	1. FILM: TBD
	Wed. March 4

	10. Medical Assistance in Dying (MAiD)
	Tues. March 10
	1. Government of Canada: Medical assistance in dying: Overview
2. Braswell, H. (2022). Between “Aid in Dying” and “Assisted Suicide.” In J. M. Reynolds & C. Wieseler (Eds.), The Disability Bioethics Reader (1st ed., pp. 212–220). Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003289487-27  
	Wed. March 11

	Pandemic Ethics & Resource Allocation
	Tues. March 17
	1. Selgelid, M. (2009). Pandethics. Public Health, 123(3), 255-259. https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0033350608003314?via%3Dihub 
2. Gibson, J., Bean, S., Chidwick, P., Godkin, D., Sibbald, R., & Wagner, F. (2012). Ethical Framework for Resource Allocation during a Drug Supply Shortage. Healthcare Quarterly, 15(3), 26–35. https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Sally-Bean/publication/230870520_Ethical_Framework_for_Resource_Allocation_during_a_Drug_Supply_Shortage/links/60a64c4ba6fdcc6d62481bd6/Ethical-Framework-for-Resource-Allocation-during-a-Drug-Supply-Shortage.pdf
	Wed. March 18

	11. Reproductive Ethics 
	Tues. March 24
	1. Petropanagos A, Cattapan A, Baylis F, Leader A. (2025). Social egg freezing: risk, benefits and other considerations. CMAJ. https://www.cmaj.ca/content/cmaj/187/9/666.full.pdf. 
	Wed. March 25

	12. Abortion and Miscarriage 
	Tues. March 31
	1. Dietz, E. (2022). Abortion, Disability Rights, and Reproductive Justice. In J. M. Reynolds & C. Wieseler, The Disability Bioethics Reader (1st ed., pp. 95–102). Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003289487-14 
2. Reiheld, A. (2015). “The event that was nothing”: miscarriage as a liminal event. Journal of Social Philosophy, 46(1), 9-26. 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/josp.12084 
	Wed. April 1

	13. REVIEW CLASS 
	Tues. April 7
	
REVIEW CLASS for exam
	No tutorial this week



Evaluations
Students will be assessed on these components: (1) Research Ethics Reflection, (2) Midterm Assignment, (3) Micro Assignments, and (4) final exam. See them in more detail below.
· Research Ethics Reflection (10% of final grade):
· Take-home assignment due: Tuesday, February 3rd 
· You will be asked to complete TCPS 2: CORE-2022 along with a short reflection. This assignment will be due before class. 
· Midterm Exam (30% of final grade): 
· In Person: Tuesday, February 24th 
· The midterm exam will be a series of multiple-choice questions as well as a long answer case study. You will have the class period to work on the exam. This is a closed book in-person midterm. 
· Micro Assignments (x5) (20% of final grade): 
· Tutorial sessions: 5 assignments randomly distributed virtually throughout tutorials 
· These micro assignments will be completed in the virtual tutorial sessions randomly throughout the term. Each micro assignment worth 4%. If you miss a tutorial with a micro assignment (without proper documentation) there will not be an opportunity to make these marks up. These micro assignments will be released at the beginning of the tutorial and due at the end of the assigned tutorial; no late assignments will be accepted.  
· Final Exam (40% of final grade): 
· In Person during final exam period (TBD)
· The cumulative exam will include multiple-choice questions, short answer questions and a long answer case study. This exam will be in-person during the designated exam period for this course. 

Course Policies
If you email me, please use your school issued email address, and write the course code (PHIL2408) in the subject line. If you haven’t received a response within 72 hours (excluding weekends), feel free to send me a quick follow up email.

Unless other arrangements are made, in advance and in writing with the course instructor,
assignments/essays/exams submitted after the due date will be penalized unless accompanied by documented evidence or a filled academic consideration for coursework form. Without formal documentation of special circumstances, a penalty of -20% per day will be levied on course work that has not been handed in by the outlined deadline, unless otherwise stipulated by the instructor. Please provide me with reasonable notification and formal documentation that may impact your completion of course assignments by the stated deadlines.

All take-home assignments should be submitted to me through Carleton’s Brightspace platform. Please submit a file in Word (no .pdf files please). Students are reminded that they have a responsibility to regularly check their Carleton e-mail addresses to ensure timely receipt of correspondence from the University and/or their course instructors.

Copyright and Intellectual Property
[bookmark: _Hlk111550436]Course materials are the property of the instructor who developed them. Examples of such materials are course outlines, assignment descriptions, lecture notes, test questions, and presentation slides. Students who upload these materials to filesharing sites, or in any other way share these materials with others outside the class without prior permission of the instructor/presenter, are in violation of copyright law. Students must also seek prior permission of the instructor/presenter before, for example, photographing, recording, or taking screenshots of slides, presentations, lectures, and notes on the board/screen. 

[bookmark: _Hlk111550520][bookmark: _Hlk111550455]Department of Philosophy and Carleton University Policies (Fall/Winter 2025-26)

Assignments:

Please follow your professor’s instructions on how assignments will be handled electronically. We no longer allow hard copies to be placed in the department’s essay box.

Evaluation:

Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by the instructor may be subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean.

Deferrals for Term Work:

If students are unable to complete term work because of illness or other circumstances beyond their control, they should contact their course instructor no later than three working days of the due date. Normally, any deferred term work will be completed by the last day of the term. Term work cannot be deferred by the Registrar.  

Deferrals for Final Exams:

Students are expected to be available for the duration of a course including the examination period. Occasionally, students encounter circumstances beyond their control where they may not be able to write a final examination or submit a take-home examination. Examples of this would be a serious illness or the death of a family member. If you miss a final examination and/or fail to submit a take-home examination by the due date, you may apply for a deferral no later than three working days after the original due date (as per the University Regulations in Section 4.3 of the Undergraduate Calendar). Visit the Registrar’s Office for further information.  

Plagiarism:

The University Academic Integrity Policy defines plagiarism as ‘presenting, whether intentionally or not, the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.’ This includes reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or reference to the original source. 

Examples of sources from which the ideas, expressions of ideas or works of others may be drawn from include but are not limited to books, articles, papers, literary compositions and phrases, performance compositions, chemical compounds, artworks, laboratory reports, research results, calculations and the results of calculations, diagrams, constructions, computer reports, computer code/software, material on the internet and/or conversations

Examples of plagiarism include, but are not limited to:

· any submission prepared in whole or in part, by someone else, including the unauthorized use of generative AI tools (e.g., ChatGPT);
· using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, paraphrased material, algorithms, formulae, scientific or mathematical concepts, or ideas without appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment;
· using another’s data or research findings without appropriate acknowledgement;
· submitting a computer program developed in whole or in part by someone else, with or without modifications, as one’s own;
· failing to acknowledge sources with proper citations when using another’s work and/or failing to use quotations marks.

Plagiarism is a serious offence that cannot be resolved directly by the course’s instructor.

The Associate Dean of the Faculty follows a rigorous process for academic integrity allegations,
including reviewing documents and interviewing the student, when an instructor suspects a violation has been committed. Penalties for violations may include a final grade of “F” for the course.


It is the responsibility of each student to understand the full meaning of ‘plagiarism’ as defined in the Undergraduate or Graduate Calendars, and to avoid both committing plagiarism and aiding or abetting plagiarism by other students.  (Section 10.1 of the Undergraduate Calendar Academic Regulations)

Statement on AI:

As our understanding of the uses of AI and its relationship to student work and academic integrity continue to evolve, students are required to discuss their use of AI in any circumstance not described in the course outline with the instructor to ensure it supports the learning goals for the course.

Mental Health:

As a student you may experience a range of mental health challenges that significantly impact your academic success and overall well-being. If you need help, please speak to someone. There are numerous resources available both on- and off-campus to support you. For more information, please consult https://wellness.carleton.ca/.

Academic Accommodation:

Carleton is committed to providing academic accessibility for all individuals. You may need special arrangements to meet your academic obligations during the term. The accommodation request processes, including information about the Academic Consideration Policy for Students in Medical and Other Extenuating Circumstances, are outlined on the Academic Accommodations website (students.carleton.ca/course-outline). Examples of special arrangements include:

· Pregnancy or religious obligation: write to your professor with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more details visit the EIC website.  

· Academic accommodations for students with disabilities: The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a disability requiring academic accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation. If you are already registered with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to send your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two weeks before the first in-class test or exam requiring accommodation.  After requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with your professor to ensure accommodation arrangements are made.  

· Survivors of Sexual Violence:  As a community, Carleton University is committed to maintaining a positive learning, working and living environment where sexual violence will not be tolerated, and where survivors are supported through academic accommodations as per Carleton’s Sexual Violence Policy.

· Accommodation for Student Activities:  Carleton University recognizes the substantial benefits, both to the individual student and for the university, that result from a student participating in activities beyond the classroom experience. Reasonable accommodation must be provided to students who compete or perform at the national or international level. Please contact your instructor with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. 

[bookmark: _Hlk111550471]Important Dates:

Sept. 3	Classes start.
Sept. 16	Last day for registration and course changes for fall term and fall/winter (two-term) courses.
Sept. 30	Last day for entire fee adjustment when withdrawing from fall term or two-term courses. Withdrawals after this date will result in a permanent notation of WDN on the official transcript.  
Oct. 13	Statutory holiday. University closed.
Oct. 20-24	Fall Break – no classes. 
Nov. 21	Last day for summative tests or examinations, or formative tests or examinations totaling more than 15% of the final grade, before the official examination period.  
Dec. 5	Last day of fall term classes. Classes follow a Monday schedule. Last day for academic withdrawal from fall term courses. Last day for handing in term work and the last day that can be specified by a course instructor as a due date for term work for a fall term course. 
Dec. 6-7          No classes or examinations take place.
Dec. 8-20	Final examinations for fall term courses and mid-term examinations in two-term courses. Examinations are normally held all seven days of the week. 
Dec. 20	All take-home examinations are due. 

Jan. 5	Classes begin.
Jan. 16	Last day for registration and course changes in the winter term.
Jan. 31	Last day for a full fee adjustment when withdrawing from winter term courses or from the winter portion of two-term courses. Withdrawals after this date will result in a permanent notation of WDN on the official transcript.  
Feb. 16	Statutory holiday. University closed.
Feb. 16-20	Winter Break – no classes.
Mar. 15	Last day for academic withdrawal from fall/winter and winter courses.
Mar. 25	Last day for summative tests or examinations, or formative tests or examinations totaling more than 15% of the final grade, in winter term or fall/winter courses before the official examination period. 
Apr. 3              Statutory holiday. University closed.
Apr. 8	Last day of two-term and winter term classes. Classes follow a Friday schedule. Last day for handing in term work and the last day that can be specified by a course instructor as a due date for two-term and for winter term courses. 
Apr. 9-10	No classes or examinations take place.
Apr. 11-23	Final examinations for winter term and two-term courses. Examinations are normally held all seven days of the week.
Apr. 23	All take-home examinations are due.   


Addresses:

Department of Philosophy:
www.carleton.ca/philosophy
520-2110

Registrar’s Office:	
www.carleton.ca/registrar
520-3500

Academic Advising Centre: 		
www.carleton.ca/academicadvising
520-7850

Writing Services:	
https://carleton.ca/csas/support/
520-3822

MacOdrum Library	
http://www.library.carleton.ca/
520-2735
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