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I. Admin
Instructor: Gabriele Contessa
Instructor’s Office Hours: Wednesday, 1:35pm–2:25pm or by appointment.
Virtual Classroom: See Admin section in Brightspace
Instructor’s E-mail: gabriele_contessa@carleton.ca
II. Description
Calendar Description: Fundamental issues concerning the relation between evidence, rationality, and knowledge. Topics may include: skepticism, the nature of belief, the structure of justification, the relative contributions of reason and sense experience to knowledge, innate knowledge, the problem of induction, and the knowledge of other minds.
Precludes additional credit for PHIL 2300.
Prerequisite(s): 0.5 credit in philosophy and third-year standing in a philosophy program or permission of the department.
IV. Texts
All readings for this course will be accessible through Brightspace.
V. Evaluation
· Attendance & Participation (40%) (Students whose requests have been approved by the instructor can replace ¼ of the A&P grade with a Take-Home Exam that is worth 10% of the final grade (see Course Policies for details))
· Discussion Questions (20%)
· Two Response Papers (the best of which worth 30%; the other one worth 10%)
Please note that, as a matter of policy (as well as transparency and fairness to all students), I will adhere to these evaluation criteria for all students under all circumstances. This means that I will not consider any requests for “extra credit” or for “shifting grades” under any circumstances. If circumstances beyond your control are preventing you from succeeding in this course under the evaluation criteria outlined here, please contact the instructor as soon as possible.
Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by the instructor may be subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean.
VI. Course Policies
Overview. This course will be run like a seminar. In a seminar, the role of the instructor is to lead and facilitate the discussion among students (instead of lecturing them). Seminars encourage students to adopt a more active approach to learning, to engage more directly with the issues discussed, and to take responsibility for their own learning. This approach is supported by empirical studies that suggest that, while lecturing might give students a false sense of understanding, actively engaged students actually learn more (see, e.g., (Deslaurier et al 2019) and (Carpenter et al 2020)). However, the success of a seminar partly depends on everyone doing their part. This includes, among other things, doing the readings, submitting thoughtful and relevant discussion questions and comments, and making constructive contributions to the class discussion.  
Attendance and Participation (A&P). Attendance and participation are crucial to the success of a seminar-style course and that is why the A&P grade makes up 40% of your final grade (and up to 50%!). 50% of the A&P grade is determined by your attendance and participation as tracked through your participation to the Wooclap polls (see below for details). An additional 25% of the A&P grade is based on the correctness of your answers to graded Wooclap polls (note that not all Wooclap polls will be graded). The rest of the A&P grade is based on the quantity and quality of your contributions to the class discussion, which will be assessed in real time by the instructor in class. You can make up to 50% of the A&P grade through your contributions to the class discussion (which means that your A&P grade might add up to more than 50% of your final grade!). Please note, however, that, when it comes to contributions to the class discussion, quality is much more important than quantity. A few high-quality contributions are often worth much more than many low-quality ones! Contributions made in the Zoom chat do not count towards contributions to the class discussion. During the term, you might be selected to speak in class (often as spokespersons for your group). Students who are uncomfortable with speaking in class may request to replace the in-class contribution component of the A&P grade with an optional Take-Home Exam (details below). Students who wish to apply for a Take-Home Exam must email me by the end of the first week of classes. Only students whose request to take a Take-Home Exam has been approved by the instructor can avail themselves of this option. Please note that the A&P grade is not calculated on a class-by-class basis or a week-by-week basis but cumulatively at the end of the term (this means that the various components of the grade will be calculated independently at the end of the term and the the A&P grade will be the weighted sum of each component as described above). The only component of the A&P grade that will appear on the grade book on Brightspace is the in-class contribution component. As a policy, I do not respond to any questions about A&P grades sent by email. If you would like more feedback about your A&P performance, please see me during office hours.
If circumstances beyond your control (e.g., illness or family emergency) prevent you from attending a meeting, please notify the instructor by email as soon as possible.
Students who register late should notify me immediately by sending me an email with their registration date, so as to be exempted from A&P grades for all sessions before their registration.
Polls. Wooclap will be used to track attendance, poll students, and ask questions about the readings and other aspects of the course. You can respond to in-class polls using a laptop, a tablet, a smartphone, or any other device with an internet connection. Please make sure to log in to Wooclap using the SSO/Institutional log-in option. Most Wooclap polls will be timed. Failing to answer a poll within the allotted time will result in a zero on that poll. It is your responsibility to ensure that you’re logged into Wooclap with the right address before each class.
Discussion Questions (DQs). Each week students are expected to submit a discussion question about one of the readings for that week. Discussion questions must be posted on Brightspace by Tuesday at noon. DQs can be interpretive (e.g. ‘What does the author mean in this passage?’) or evaluative (e.g. ‘Do you think that the argument that the author gives in this passage works?’) and,  regardless of whether your discussion question is specific (i.e. a question that refers to a specific passage) or general questions (i.e. a question about the reading in general), they need to make clear and explicit reference to the relevant reading. If your question refers to a specific passage, please give a clear reference and please provide a full quotation of the passage in your post. Generic questions (i.e. questions that do not clearly and explicitly relate to the reading but only to the general topic of the reading) are not acceptable and will only receive half a point. Late discussion questions will receive a quarter of a point.
Please note that, unless exceptional circumstances (e.g., illness or family emergency) prevent you from submitting a discussion question, failing to submit a discussion question on time will result in an ‘Incomplete’, which is equivalent to a 0%. 
If exceptional circumstances (e.g., illness or family emergency) prevent you from submitting a discussion question, please notify me by email as soon as possible.
Students who register late should notify me immediately by sending me an email with their registration date, so as to be exempted from DQs before their registration date. However, students who register late are still supposed to catch up with the readings they missed.
Response Papers (RPs). Each RP is supposed to engage critically with one of the required readings for the course. You can respond to any of the required readings that have been covered so far in the course (as long as you haven’t discussed it already in a previous RP). RPs are not supposed to summarize the reading to which they are responding. They are supposed to display critical engagement with it. They are expected to have (i) a clearly stated thesis and (ii) a clearly stated argument to support that thesis.  The simplest format for a RP is to argue that one of the main arguments offered in one of the readings relies on a false premise by giving reasons for thinking that that premise is false. The word limit for RPs is 250 words (including any direct quotations, but excluding any references). Please include an accurate word count with your RP. RPs should be submitted through Brightspace in .pdf, .doc, or .docx format (see the Assignment section in Brightspace for deadlines). RPs are graded anonymously, so no identifying information should be included in your submission (including in the name of the file). Please note that RPs that fail to engage with the reading critically and merely summarize it will receive the minimum passing grade (50%) irrespectively of how good the summary is. 
Please note that, since different students require different levels of feedback and since the most efficient way of providing feedback that is tailored to the needs of each student is by going through your RP together, I will only provide a minimal level of feedback on RPs. Students who would like more feedback are welcome to come to see me during office hours. Students who receive a grade below 70% on their first RPs are strongly encouraged to see me during office hours and to book an appointment for an individual session from Teaching and Learning Services. If you receive a temporary 50% grade accompanied by no feedback other than “Please see me during office hours,” you must come to see me during office hours to discuss your RP with me or your temporary 50% will turn into a permanent 50%.  
Please note that failing to submit a RP will result in 0% on that RP (unless this is due to circumstances beyond your control (e.g., illness, family emergency)). 
If circumstances beyond your control prevent you from submitting a RP on time, please notify the instructor by email as soon as possible.
Late RPs will be subject to a 2.5-point penalty for every day they are late. Please note that late RPs might be graded with the next batch of RPs and that, in any case, they won’t receive any written comments. If you would like to receive feedback on a late RP, please use the office hours to talk to the instructor.
RPs that exceed the word limit (250 words) will be subject to a 0.1-point penalty for every word over the word limit and that RPs that do not include an accurate word count will incur in an additional 5-point penalty.
Take-Home Exam (THE). The THE option is exclusively available to students whose request has been approved by the instructor. Students interested in this option must send a request by email to the instructor by the end of the first week of classes. The THE is an essay of up to 1,000 words that explores one of the main themes of the course and defends a clear thesis through a clear argument. Completing a THE involves two steps. The first step is to submit a proposal. The proposal must be submitted through Brightspace (see the Assignments section in Brightspace for the deadline). The proposal must explain what the thesis defended in the THE will be and what the main argument is, which readings from the course you will be relying on. The proposal needs to be approved by me in order for you to be able to submit your report. If your proposal is approved, then you can start developing your proposal into an essay. The essay must follow the plan of the approved proposal and must be submitted by the last day of the exam period through Brightspace (see Brightspace for deadline). If your proposal has not been approved, you will need to come to see me during office hours before submitting a revised proposal (by the last day of classes). The approved proposal is worth 25% of the Special Project grade (and 2.5% of the overall grade) and the essay itself is worth 75% (and 7.5% of the overall grade).
Academic Integrity. You are responsible for ensuring that you understand the nature of academic offenses (such as plagiarism and unauthorized collaboration), as defined in the Undergraduate Calendar, and to avoid both committing them and aiding or abetting academic offenses perpetrated by other students. Please be aware that the instructor is required to report all suspected academic offenses directly to the Office of the Dean.
The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentionally or not, the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.” This can include: reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or reference to the original source; submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in whole or in part, by someone else; using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; using another’s data or research findings; failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works and/or failing to use quotation marks; handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs." Plagiarism is a serious offence that cannot be resolved directly by the course’s instructor. The Associate Dean of the Faculty conducts a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized. Penalties are not trivial. They can include a final grade of "F" for the course.
Copyright. Carleton University is committed to compliance in all copyright matters. Noncompliance is a violation of the Canadian Copyright Act. In addition to any actions that might be taken by any copyright owner or its licensing agent, the University will take steps against any breach of this policy. In Canada, copyright for a work is given automatically to the creator of the work. The work does not need to be marked or declared as copyrighted in order to be copyrighted. The majority of works in Canada are copyrighted. It is important for students to understand and respect copyright. Copyright determines your usage rights for a particular work, which includes textbooks, web pages, videos and images, both electronic and hard copy. Students may not photocopy entire or major portions of books or other works, even if it is only for their personal use. Fair dealing makes some allowances for copying small portions of works. See Carleton's Fair Dealing Policy for more information. If journal articles or portions of works are available through the library, either as hard copies or electronically, students may make a single copy for their personal use. Students may not distribute copies of works that are under copyright. For more information, please see the Carleton's Fair Dealing Policy and the library's copyright website: www.library.carleton.ca/copyright.
VII. Course Calendar
	
	Date
	Topic
	Readings

	0
	Sep 4
	Introduction
	

	1
	Sep 6
	The Value of Knowledge
	Hyman, ‘The Road to Larissa’

	2
	Sep 11
	
	No Class!

	3
	Sep 13
	The Structure of Justification
	Chisholm ‘The Myth of the Given’/BonJour, ‘Can Empirical Knowledge Have a Foundation?’

	4
	Sep 18
	
	COHERENTISM: McCain & Poston ‘Beliefs Are Justified By Coherence’/Elgin ‘Non-Foundational Epistemology’

	5
	Sep 20
	
	INFINITISM: Klein ‘Human Knowledge and the Infinite Regress of Reasons’

	6
	Sep 25
	The Nature of Justification
	EVIDENTIALISM: Conee and Feldman ‘Evidentialism’

	7
	Sep 27
	
	RELIABILISM: Goldman ‘What is Justified Belief’

	8
	Sep 29
	
	VIRTUE: Sosa ‘How Competence Matters in Epistemology’

	9
	Oct 2
	The Skeptical Challenge
	Pryor ‘The Skeptic and the Dogmatist’

	10
	Oct 4
	
	Lewis ‘Elusive Knowledge’

	11
	Oct 9
	The Nature of Knowledge
	Gettier, ‘Is Justified True Belief Knowledge?’

	12
	Oct 11
	
	Lehrer and Paxson, “Knowledge: undefeated justified true belief’/Zagzebski Insecapabiltiy

	13
	Oct 16
	
	Williamson ‘A State of Mind’

	14
	Oct 18
	Inquiry
	Friedman ‘The Epistemic and The Zetetic’

	15
	Oct 30
	Social Epistemology
	Hardwig ‘Epistemic Dependence’

	16
	Nov 1
	
	Testimony (Fricker)

	17
	Nov 6
	
	Testimony (Lackey?)

	18
	Nov 8
	
	Elga, ‘Reflection and Disagreement’

	19
	Nov 13
	
	Kelly ‘Peer Disagreement and Higher-Order Evidence’

	20
	Nov 15
	
	Goldman, Experts: Which Ones Should You Trust?

	21
	Nov 20
	
	No Class!

	22
	Nov 22
	
	Nguyen Echo Chambers?

	23
	Nov 27
	
	Fricker ‘Rational authority and social power’

	24
	Nov 29
	
	Saint-Croix ‘Privilege and Position’/Toole?/Martin

	25
	Dec 4
	
	Bird ‘When Is There a Group that Knows?’


Please note that the course calendar is provisional and subject to change.
Please check this Course Outline regularly for updates.

Department of Philosophy and Carleton University Policies (Fall/Winter 2024-25)
Assignments:
Please follow your professor’s instructions on how assignments will be handled electronically. There will be NO hard copies
placed in the essay box this coming year.
Evaluation:
Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that
grades submitted by the instructor may be subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the
Dean.
Deferrals for Term Work:
If students are unable to complete term work because of illness or other circumstances beyond their control, they should
contact their course instructor no later than three working days of the due date. Normally, any deferred term work will be
completed by the last day of the term. Term work cannot be deferred by the Registrar.
Deferrals for Final Exams:
Students are expected to be available for the duration of a course including the examination period. Occasionally, students
encounter circumstances beyond their control where they may not be able to write a final examination or submit a take-
home examination. Examples of this would be a serious illness or the death of a family member. If you miss a final
examination and/or fail to submit a take-home examination by the due date, you may apply for a deferral no later than
three working days after the original due date (as per the University Regulations in Section 4.3 of the Undergraduate
Calendar). Visit the Registrar’s Office for further information.
Plagiarism:
It is the responsibility of each student to understand the meaning of ‘plagiarism’ as defined in the Undergraduate or
Graduate Calendars, and to avoid both committing plagiarism and aiding or abetting plagiarism by other students. (Section
10.1 of the Undergraduate Calendar Academic Regulations)
Academic Accommodation:
You may need special arrangements to meet your academic obligations during the term:
Pregnancy or religious obligation: write to your professor with any requests for academic accommodation during the
first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more details visit
the EDC website.
Academic accommodations for students with disabilities: The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC)
provides services to students with Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit
Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and impairments in
mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a disability requiring academic accommodations in this course, please contact
PMC at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation. If you are already registered with the PMC, contact
your PMC coordinator to send your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two weeks
before the first in-class test or exam requiring accommodation. After requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with
your professor to ensure accommodation arrangements are made.
Survivors of Sexual Violence: As a community, Carleton University is committed to maintaining a positive learning,
working and living environment where sexual violence will not be tolerated, and where survivors are supported through
academic accommodations as per Carleton’s Sexual Violence Policy.
Accommodation for Student Activities: Carleton University recognizes the substantial benefits, both to the individual
student and for the university, that result from a student participating in activities beyond the classroom experience.
Reasonable accommodation must be provided to students who compete or perform at the national or international
level. Please contact your instructor with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two weeks of class,
or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist.
Important Dates:
Sept. 4 Classes start.
Sept. 17 Last day for registration and course changes for fall term and fall/winter (two-term) courses.
Sept. 30 Last day for entire fee adjustment when withdrawing from fall term or two-term courses. Withdrawals after this date will result in a permanent notation of WDN on the official transcript.
Oct. 14 Statutory holiday. University closed.
Oct. 21-25 Fall Break – no classes.
Nov. 22 Last day for summative tests or examinations, or formative tests or examinations totaling more than 15% of the final grade, before the official examination period.
Dec. 6 Last day of fall term classes. Classes follow a Monday schedule. Last day for academic withdrawal from fall
term courses. Last day for handing in term work and the last day that can be specified by a course instructor
as a due date for term work for a fall term course.
Dec. 9-21 Final examinations for fall term courses and mid-term examinations in two-term courses. Examinations are normally held all seven days of the week.
Dec. 21 All take-home examinations are due.
Jan. 6 Classes begin.
Jan. 17 Last day for registration and course changes in the winter term.
Jan. 31 Last day for a full fee adjustment when withdrawing from winter term courses or from the winter portion of two-term courses. Withdrawals after this date will result in a permanent notation of WDN on the official
transcript.
Feb. 17 Statutory holiday. University closed.
Feb. 17-21 Winter Break – no classes.
Mar. 15 Last day for academic withdrawal from fall/winter and winter courses.
Mar. 25 Last day for summative tests or examinations, or formative tests or examinations totaling more than 15% of the final grade, in winter term or fall/winter courses before the official examination period.
Apr. 8 Last day of two-term and winter term classes. Last day for handing in term work and the last day that can be specified by a course instructor as a due date for two-term and for winter term courses.
Apr. 9-10 No classes or examinations take place.
Apr. 11-26 Final examinations for winter term and two-term courses. Examinations are normally held all seven days of the week.
Apr. 18 Statutory holiday. University closed.
Apr. 26 All take-home examinations are due.
Addresses:
Department of Philosophy:
www.carleton.ca/philosophy
520-2110
Registrar’s Office:
www.carleton.ca/registrar
520-3500
Academic Advising Centre:
www.carleton.ca/academicadvising
520-7850
Writing Services:
http://www.carleton.ca/csas/writing-services/
520-3822
MacOdrum Library
http://www.library.carleton.ca/
520-2735
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