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Course Outline
Term: Fall 2026	Office: N/A
Time: Mondays and Wednesdays, 8:35-9:55	Office hours: By appointment only
Location: Online (synchronous/asynchronous)	Phone: N/A
Instructor: Locky Butcher	Email: Lockybutcher@cunet.carleton.ca

Course Description
An introduction to understanding, assessing, and formulating ethical arguments concerning controversial issues. Particular issues studied may include world hunger, capital punishment, terrorism, euthanasia, abortion, pornography and hate speech, animal rights, the environment, and topics in theories of race, gender and disability. Precludes additional credit for FYSM 1212 and PHIL 1500. Lectures are 90 minutes twice a week.

Learning Outcomes
This course will introduce students to the foundational ethical theories of western philosophy and how they apply to pressing social issues. Students will learn how to identify the core ethical values at the heart of ethical debates and construct a persuasive argument utilizing shared values. This course has three goals. The first is to prime students with fundamental ethical theories that have shaped western thought. The second is to teach students how to construct a persuasive argument using shared values. The third is to expose students to contested social issues and apply ethical theory in order to form arguments for a conclusion. As such, the first module of the class will focus on ethics in theory and how to construct an argument. The second module will allow the students the opportunity to apply theory to pressing social issues. 

At the end of this course, students will be able to:
1. Understand the tenets of core ethical theories
2. Form arguments using fundamental principles
3. Analyze topics of social debate utilizing ethical theories and argue in favour of a resolution

Course Materials
Readings for the course primarily are from one textbook, available for free online via the Carleton Library website. There is no need to purchase any books for this class. Links to readings outside of the textbook will be posted on BrightSpace for that week’s lecture and are available via the Carleton Library website. Students are not required to purchase textbooks or other learning materials for this course

· Hugh Lafollette, ed. Ethics in Practice: An Anthology, 4th Edition. Malden, MA: Wiley Blackwell, 2014.
Course Requirements
This is an online synchronous/asynchronous course. If a class is synchronous (live), the instructor will endeavour to provide 1 week’s notice and will notify students via an announcement on Bringhtspace. All classes will be recorded and made available on Brightspace. There will be a fair amount of reading each week. Students are expected to be prepared for each class, whether synchronous or asynchronous, having read the relevant material. Students are expected and encouraged to participate in discussion during all synchronous lectures. There will be a quiz for each lecture beyond the first covering material for that lecture to encourage students to stay on top of course material. Students will lose access to the quiz at 11:59pm the day of the corresponding lecture. If the lecture is synchronous, students will be provided time to break into groups to work on the quiz together during lecture. The theory quiz will be online (not proctored) and multiple choice/short answer. The expository paper is to be submitted online via Brightspace. The final exam will be cumulative, online, and proctored. It is integral to success on the final to consistently read course material and review lectures. Please note that tests and examinations in this course will use a remote proctoring service provided by Scheduling and Examination Services. You can find more information at https://carleton.ca/ses/e-proctoring. The minimum computing requirements for this service are listed on the SES website (https://carleton.ca/ses/online-exams/e-proctoring/e-proctoring-course-outline-template



Evaluations:
· Lecture quizzes                                                           20%
· Theory quiz	20%
· Expository Paper                                                        25%
· Final exam	35%

            Course Policies
· Office hours will be held by appointment on Zoom. Email to set up an appointment.
· The instructor reserves the right to modify the order and content of lectures. Students will always be notified ahead of time in the event of a change.
· The instructor will try to respond to emails promptly. Expect a response within 48 hours unless it is a weekend.
· The essay is due at 11:59pm on the due date, to be submitted on Brightspace. A late penalty of 10% applies for each day late the paper is submitted, starting at 12am. 
· Inappropriate use of generative AI tools is forbidden. Tools such as ChatGPT can be used to aid in understanding of an ethical theory or social issue only, submitting answers pulled directly from generative AI will be penalized. AI tools can be helpful for aiding in understanding but cannot be used to substitute a student’s own work. The purpose of this course is to teach critical thinking, argumentation, and essay writing. Offloading these tasks to AI undercuts this purpose.

    


Course Calendar — Fall 2026

	UNIT I ETHICS IN THEORY

	 Week 1
 Sept. 9
	Course Introduction 
Lecture 1 — Ethical Theory
Reading: “Theorising About Ethics,” Lafollette, p. 4–9

	 Week 2
 Sept. 14
 Sept. 16
	Lecture 2 — Consequentialist Ethics 
Readings: “Consequentialism,” Lafollette, p. 28–36
Lecture 3 — Deontological Ethics
Readings: “Deontology,” Lafollette, p. 37–48

	Week 3
Sept. 21

	Lecture 4 — Virtue Ethics 
  Readings: “Virtue Theory,” Lafollette, p. 60-70
Lecture 5 — Rights 
  Readings “Rights,” Lafollette, p. 49-59

	Week 4
Sept. 28
Sept. 30
	Lecture 6 — Constructing an argument and essay writing
Readings: “Writing a philosophy paper,” Lafollette, p. 15-22
Lecture 7 — Review/discussion. Test instructions
No Readings
Quiz opens Oct. 2 closes Oct. 4

	UNIT 2
ETHICS IN PRACTICE

	Week 5
Oct. 5
Oct. 7
	Lecture 8 — Euthanasia
Readings: Brad Hooker, “Rule-Utilitarianism and Euthanasia,” Lafollette, p. 76–84
Lecture 9
Readings: J. David Velleman, “Against the Right to Die,” Lafollette, p. 92–101


	Week 6
Oct. 14
	Lecture 10 — Medical Assistance in Dying in Canada
Readings: https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/assisted-suicide-in-canada
                     

	Week 7
Oct. 19
Oct. 21

	Lecture 11 — Medical Assistance in Dying in Canada
Readings: Dembo, Justine, Udo Schuklenk, and Jonathan Reggler. “‘For Their Own Good’: A Response to Popular Arguments Against Permitting Medical Assistance in Dying (MAID) Where Mental Illness Is the Sole Underlying Condition.” Canadian Journal of Psychiatry 63, no. 7 (2018): 451–56.
Lecture 12 — Animal Ethics 
  Readings: Peter Singer, “All Animals are Equal,” Lafollette, p. 172–180


	Week 8
Nov. 2
Nov. 4

	Lecture 13 — Animal Ethics 
Readings: Tom Regan, “The Case for Animal Rights,” Lafollette, p. 192–197
Lecture 14 — Abortion
Readings: Judith J. Thomson, “A Defense of Abortion,” Lafollette, p. 124–131
                        
Expository paper due Nov. 8


	Week 9
Nov. 9
Nov. 11

	Lecture 15 — Abortion
  Readings:  Don Marquis, “An Argument that Abortion is Wrong,” Lafollette p. 141–150
Lecture 16 — Ethics in Sport
 Readings: Savulescu, J., Foddy, B., & Clayton, M. (2004). Why we should allow performance enhancing drugs in sport. British Journal of Sports Medicine, 38(6), 666–670.  https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC1724991/ 


	Week 10
Nov. 16
Nov. 18

	Lecture 17 — Ethics in Sport
Readings: CHWANG, E. (2012). Why Athletic Doping Should Be Banned. Journal of Applied Philosophy, 29(1), 33–49.
Lecture 18 — Environmental Ethics 
Readings: Stephen Gardner, “A Perfect Moral Storm: Climate Change, Intergenerational Ethics, and the Problem of Moral Corruption,” Lafollette p. 620-629
&
Jeff McMahan, “Climate Change, War, and the Non-Identity Problem”   https://brill.com/view/journals/jmp/18/3/article-p211_211.xml?language=en (Sections 1,2,3)


	Week 11 
Nov. 23
Nov. 25

	  Lecture 19 — Ai Ethics 
  Readings:   Liao, S. Matthew. 2020. “A Short Introduction to the Ethics of Artificial Intelligence.” In Ethics of Artificial Intelligence, edited by S. Matthew Liao, 1–42. New York: Oxford University Press. Pages 1-24 only
  Lecture 20 — Freedom of Speech
Readings: John Arthur, “Sticks & Stones,” Lafollette, p. 370–380



	Week 12 
Nov. 30
Dec. 2

	Lecture 21 — Freedom of Speech 
Readings — Andrew Altman, “Speech Codes & Expressive Harm,” Lafollette, p. 381– 388
Lecture 22 — World Hunger
Readings: Peter Singer, “Famine, Affluence, and Morality,” Lafollette p. 554–562


	Week 13
Dec. 7
Dec. 9
	Lecture 23 — World Hunger
Readings: John Arthur, “Famine Relief and the Ideal Moral Code,” Lafollette, p. 563–570
Lecture 24 — Optional Exam Review

Final exam to be held in examination period, date TBD
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Assignments:

Please follow your professor’s instructions on how assignments will be handled electronically. We no longer allow hard copies to be placed in the department’s essay box.

Evaluation:

Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by the instructor may be subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean.

Deferrals for Term Work:

If students are unable to complete term work because of illness or other circumstances beyond their control, they should contact their course instructor no later than three working days after the due date. Normally, any deferred term work will be completed by the last day of the term. Term work cannot be deferred by the Registrar.  

Deferrals for Final Exams:

Students are expected to be available for the duration of a course including the examination period. Occasionally, students encounter circumstances beyond their control where they may not be able to write a final examination or submit a take-home examination. Examples of this would be a serious illness or the death of a family member. If you miss a final examination and/or fail to submit a take-home examination by the due date, you may apply for a deferral no later than three working days after the exam date or original due date (as per the University Regulations in Section 4.3 of the Undergraduate Calendar). Visit the Registrar’s Office for further information.  

Plagiarism:

The University Academic Integrity Policy defines plagiarism as ‘presenting, whether intentionally or not, the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.’ This includes reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or reference to the original source. 

Examples of sources from which the ideas, expressions of ideas or works of others may be drawn from include but are not limited to books, articles, papers, literary compositions and phrases, performance compositions, chemical compounds, artworks, laboratory reports, research results, calculations and the results of calculations, diagrams, constructions, computer reports, computer code/software, material on the internet and/or conversations

Examples of plagiarism include, but are not limited to:

· any submission prepared in whole or in part, by someone else, including the unauthorized use of generative AI tools (e.g., ChatGPT);
· using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, paraphrased material, algorithms, formulae, scientific or mathematical concepts, or ideas without appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment;
· using another’s data or research findings without appropriate acknowledgement;
· submitting a computer program developed in whole or in part by someone else, with or without modifications, as one’s own;
· failing to acknowledge sources with proper citations when using another’s work and/or failing to use quotations marks.

Plagiarism is a serious offence that cannot be resolved directly by the course’s instructor.

The Associate Dean of the Faculty follows a rigorous process for academic integrity allegations,
including reviewing documents and interviewing the student, when an instructor suspects a violation has been committed. Penalties for violations may include a final grade of “F” for the course.


It is the responsibility of each student to understand the full meaning of ‘plagiarism’ as defined in the Undergraduate or Graduate Calendars, and to avoid both committing plagiarism and aiding or abetting plagiarism by other students.  (Section 10.1 of the Undergraduate Calendar Academic Regulations)

Statement on AI:

As our understanding of the uses of AI and its relationship to student work and academic integrity continue to evolve, students are required to discuss their use of AI in any circumstance not described in the course outline with the instructor to ensure it supports the learning goals for the course.

Mental Health:

As a student you may experience a range of mental health challenges that significantly impact your academic success and overall well-being. If you need help, please speak to someone. There are numerous resources available both on- and off-campus to support you. For more information, please consult https://wellness.carleton.ca/.

Academic Accommodation:

Carleton is committed to providing academic accessibility for all individuals. You may need special arrangements to meet your academic obligations during the term. The accommodation request processes, including information about the Academic Consideration Policy for Students in Medical and Other Extenuating Circumstances, are outlined on the Academic Accommodations website (https://carleton.ca/accessibility/accommodations/). Examples of special arrangements include:

· Pregnancy or religious obligation: write to your professor with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more details visit the EIC website. 

· Academic accommodations for students with disabilities: The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a disability requiring academic accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation. If you are already registered with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to send your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two weeks before the first in-class test or exam requiring accommodation.  After requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with your professor to ensure accommodation arrangements are made.  

· Survivors of Sexual Violence:  As a community, Carleton University is committed to maintaining a positive learning, working and living environment where sexual violence will not be tolerated, and where survivors are supported through academic accommodations as per Carleton’s Sexual Violence Policy.

· Accommodation for Student Activities:  Carleton University recognizes the substantial benefits, both to the individual student and for the university, that result from a student participating in activities beyond the classroom experience. Reasonable accommodation must be provided to students who compete or perform at the national or international level. Please contact your instructor with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. 
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Sept. 9	Fall term begins.
Sept. 22	Last day for registration and course changes for fall term and fall/winter (two-term) courses.
Sept. 30	Last day for entire fee adjustment when withdrawing from fall term or two-term courses. 
Oct. 12	Statutory holiday. University closed.
Oct. 26-30	Fall Break – no classes. 
Nov. 15           Last day for academic withdrawal from fall term courses. Last day to request Formal Examination
                         Accommodations for December examinations and two-term midterm examinations.
Nov. 27	Last day for summative tests or examinations, or formative tests or examinations totaling more than 15% of the final grade, before the official examination period.  
Dec. 11	Last day of fall term classes. Classes follow a Monday schedule. Last day that can be specified by a course instructor as a due date for term work for a fall term course. 
Dec. 12-23	Final examinations for fall term courses and mid-term examinations in two-term courses. Examinations are normally held all seven days of the week. 
Dec. 23	All take-home examinations are due. 

Jan. 6	Winter term begins.
Jan. 19	Last day for registration and course changes in the winter term.
Jan. 31	Last day for a full fee adjustment when withdrawing from winter term courses or from the winter portion of two-term courses. 
Feb. 15	Statutory holiday. University closed.
Feb. 15-19	Winter Break – no classes.
Mar. 15	Last day for academic withdrawal from fall/winter and winter courses. Last day to request Formal Examination Accommodations for April examinations.
Mar. 25	Last day for summative tests or examinations, or formative tests or examinations totaling more than 15% of the final grade, in winter term or fall/winter courses before the official examination period. 
Mar. 26           Statutory holiday. University closed.
Apr. 9	Last day of two-term and winter term classes. Last day that can be specified by a course instructor as a due date for two-term and for winter term courses. 
Apr. 10	No classes or examinations take place.
Apr. 11-23	Final examinations for winter term and two-term courses. Examinations are normally held all seven days of the week.
Apr. 23	All take-home examinations are due.   


Addresses:

Department of Philosophy:
www.carleton.ca/philosophy
520-2110

Registrar’s Office:	
www.carleton.ca/registrar
520-3500

Academic Advising Centre: 		
www.carleton.ca/academicadvising
520-7850

Writing Services:	
https://carleton.ca/csas/support/
520-3822

MacOdrum Library	
http://www.library.carleton.ca/
520-2735

