Phil 5900 Research Seminar
Gordon Davis

Winter 2025
Thursdays: 2:35-5:25
Office Hours: by appointment
email: Gordon.Davis@carleton.ca

Students will work towards developing a philosophical position or historical interpretation in a selected area of study, outlining contemporary debate(s) in the area, in order to develop a thesis proposal (w/ literature review) and a final essay for the course.

COURSE DESCRIPTION (FOR WINTER 2025)
The primary objective of this seminar is to develop topics for theses or research essays. This will be done in the following stages:
• presenting and engaging in class discussion of what you take to be a key reading for your research project (one you need to consider, is important to your topic, and will help to identify a possible research topic)
• presenting an extended search for literature on the topic you are considering - prioritizing what you find, and handing in the findings
• presenting a few other key articles or chapters, situating your view in relation to these
• presenting a short seminar paper that begins to develop and defend that position
• applying the knowledge and skills acquired in the previous stages to compose an MA research proposal, consisting of a bibliography and a 1000-word statement of the subject matter and the aims of the thesis or research essay. This component will result in a draft of the “Thesis and Research Essay Approval Form”
• writing the longer paper, aiming either for a writing sample (PhD applications) or as a draft of a thesis chapter.
Students will consult with me about potential supervisors as the research topic takes shape (work with supervisors usually does not begin until the end of the semester).

READINGS

Articles selected and circulated by students, on their research topics;

Draft(s) of papers to be circulated in advance of their presentation and discussion;

+ intro rdgs in January, @ library online: T. Cuneo, Normative Web: Intro & ch. 1 (+ SEP, tbd). No costs associated with reading material.


Academic Integrity. You are responsible for ensuring that you understand the nature of academic offences (such as plagiarism and unauthorized collaboration), as defined in the CU Calendar(s);
Late penalty (for written work): 5 % per day


COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1-Optional (for 5 %): reflections on reading questions for first reading (Cuneo); due Wk. 3

2- Two oral presentations relating to two readings that are likely to be central to your research (worth 10% each for a total of 20% of the final grade) …
The reading should be about 20 pages and no longer than 25 pages. It needs to be circulated to everyone in the class no later than the Monday before the Thursday class in which you present. It could be a scanned version of the reading or a link to an online journal article [sent via email]. The task for each of the presenters will be to take about 20 minutes of class time to present/discuss the reading. You should explain why the reading is/may be central to your research project as well as outline some of the strengths and weaknesses of the argument(s). The rest of the class will need to do the readings provided by each of the presenters in advance of the class. The class will then take about 20 minutes to ask questions, discuss issues or problems presented by the reading, and to use the reading to probe and explore with each presenter the topic of their research paper or thesis. You will be expected to do this again with another 20-25 page reading in the class that follows, i.e. a second presentation (again w/ discussion)

3- Literature review + oral presentation on how you will use the sources and how they fit into your research (worth 10% of the final grade). You should prioritize this literature by distinguishing overviews, central contributions [annotated], main issues and debates, and peripheral articles. Each presentation should be about 20 minutes with about 20 minutes for discussion. The written-up version will be due the next day (email by end of day).

4- Oral presentation in which you discuss three or four different positions on your research question and aim to situate yourself in relation to them (worth 15% of the final grade). Your written-up summary [500-1000 words] is to be circulated to everyone in the class no later than the Monday before the Thursday class in which you present.

5- Oral presentation of a seminar paper (first draft of final paper) emerging from the stages above (20 % =  15% plus 5% for followup; see next parag.). Each presentation will be 20-30 minutes, and will leave time for discussion. The written-up version needs to be circulated to everyone in class no later than the Monday before the Thursday class. [Oral/written = half & half of mark]

+due on the Thurs. after your oral presentation: an outline/reflection on how you would respond to feedback on the seminar paper, in the process of preparing your final paper (5 %)

6- Class attendance and participation (worth 15% of the final grade).

7- Oral presentation of a draft of the MA research proposal (following the format of the “Thesis and Research Essay Approval Form”). Each presentation will be about 10 minutes with 15 minutes for discussion and feedback. We will also discuss the two options of Thesis or Research Essay and what is involved in the grading of these. [the presentation is only req’d if # 1 undone.]

8- Final paper (6000-8000 words). Due no later than APRIL 26
(worth remainder of the final grade).
