PHIL 3530

Philosophy of Language

Carleton University
Department of Philosophy

Term: Winter 2020

Meetings: Tuesday 6:05-8:55

Venue: SA 316

Instructor: Eros Corazza

Office: Paterson Hall 3A45

Office h.: by appointment

Phone: 520-2600 Ext: 2326

Email: eros_corazza@yahoo.com; eros.corazza@carleton.ca

Essay Deadline: First day of class after reading week
FINAL ESSAY: Last day of class

Course description

We’ll read and discuss some classical papers pertaining to the philosophy of language
tradition inaugurated by Gottlob Frege: we’ll start by reading and discussin Frege’s 1892
“Sinn und Bedeutung (Sense and Reference/ Nominatum)” and Frege’s 1918 “Der
Gedanke (The Thought)”.

Among the topic we’ll discuss there are: (i) reference using proper names, definite
descriptions, indexicals, complex demonstratives; (i1) propositional attitudes and the
substitutivity problem; (iii) the nature of language, etc.

Aims and Objectives
The module aims to provide a general introduction to the development of some key

notions pertaining to the philosophy of language. To do so we’ll focus on some classical
readings.


http://69.42.87.204/cgi-bin/ezlclk.fcgi?id=6817
mailto:eros_corazza@yahoo.com
mailto:eros_corazza@carleton.ca

Learning Outcomes
By the end of the module you should be able to:

e Understand notions such as: the sense/reference distinction, the Frege’s puzzles,
interpretation, the nature of language, etc.

e Communication skills: through essays writing and the feedback you will get on them
you will further develop the capacity to present problems and propose solutions to
them in a clear, precise and concise way. Through discussions you will also have the
opportunity to develop the capacity to speak briefly and clearly on a given
subject/problem, to ask questions and requests for clarification, and to contribute
constructively to discussion.

e You will have lot of opportunities to interact with other students in discussing some
of the issues we will be dealing with.

Requirements

It is mandatory to have a Carleton student “connect” account and to register on CUlearn.

Assignments

One short essay and a final essay

e Short Essay (1500 words maximum) Weight: 40%
¢ Final Essay (2500 words maximum) Weight: 60%

Due Assignment

e Short Essay: first day of class after reading week
e Long Essay/Final Essay; Deadline: Last day of class

Text Required

Most of the relevant articles we’ll read and discuss can be found in:

Martinich A.P. (ed.) 2015. The Philosophy of Language. Oxford UP

Most of the texts can also be easily found on the net



Department of Philosophy and Carleton University Policies (Fall/Winter 2019-20)

Assignments:

Unless specifically told otherwise by their instructors, students:

= Must not use a plastic or cardboard cover or paper clips.

= Must staple the paper (there is a stapler on the essay box).

= Must include the following on the first page: student name and number; course name and number; instructor’s name.

= No assignments will be accepted after the last day for handing in term work — see dates below.

e Assignments handed in through the essay box (just inside the glass doors, Paterson Hall, Floor 3A) must be dropped into
the box by 4:15 on a regular business day in order to be date-stamped with that day’s date. Assignments handed in
after 4:15 or on a non-business day will be stamped as having been handed in on the next business day.

e Students are required to keep copies of their assighments. If your paper is lost at any point, you will be considered not
to have submitted it if you cannot produce a copy immediately on request.

Evaluation:
Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that
grades submitted by the instructor may be subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the

Dean.

Deferrals for Final Exams:

If you miss a final examination (formally scheduled or take-home) because of circumstances beyond your control, you may
apply for a deferral. You must apply within 3 working days after the scheduled date of your formally scheduled exam or
within 3 working days after the due date of a take-home exam. Visit the Registrar’s Office for more information:
http://calendar.carleton.ca/undergrad/regulations/academicregulationsoftheuniversity/acadregsuniv2/#2.5

Plagiarism:
It is the responsibility of each student to understand the meaning of ‘plagiarism’ as defined in the Undergraduate or
Graduate Calendars, and to avoid both committing plagiarism and aiding or abetting plagiarism by other students.

https://carleton.ca/registrar/academic-integrity/

Academic Accommodation:

You may need special arrangements to meet your academic obligations during the term. For an accommodation request
the processes are as follows:

If you have a documented disability requiring academic accommodations in this course, please contact the Paul Menton
Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation or contact your
PMC coordinator to send your instructor your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the term. You must also contact
the PMC no later than two weeks before the first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring accommaodation (if applicable).
After requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with your instructor as soon as possible to ensure accommodation
arrangements are made. carleton.ca/pmc

Pregnancy obligation: write to your professor with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two weeks of
class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more details visit the Equity Services
website: http://www2.carleton.ca/equity/

Religious obligation: write to your professor with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two weeks of
class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more details visit the Equity Services
website: http://www2.carleton.ca/equity/

Survivors of Sexual Violence: as a community, Carleton University is committed to maintaining a positive learning, working
and living environment where sexual violence will not be tolerated, and is survivors are supported through academic
accommodations as per Carleton's Sexual Violence Policy. For more information about the services available at the
university and to obtain information about sexual violence and/or support, visit: carleton.ca/sexual-violence-support


http://calendar.carleton.ca/undergrad/regulations/academicregulationsoftheuniversity/acadregsuniv2/#2.5
https://carleton.ca/registrar/academic-integrity/
mailto:pmc@carleton.ca
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http://carleton.ca/sexual-violence-support

Accommodation for Student Activities: Carleton University recognizes the substantial benefits, both to the individual
student and for the university, that result from a student participating in activities beyond the classroom experience.
Reasonable accommodation must be provided to students who compete or perform at the national or international level.
Please contact your instructor with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or as
soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-
content/uploads/Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-1.pdf

For more information on academic accommodation, please contact the departmental administrator or visit:
students.carleton.ca/course-outline

Important Dates:

Jan. 6 Classes begin.
Jan. 17 Last day for registration and course changes in the winter term.
Jan. 31 Last day for a full fee adjustment when withdrawing from winter term courses or from the winter portion

of two-term courses. Withdrawals after this date will result in a permanent notation of WDN on the
official transcript.

Feb. 17 Statutory holiday. University closed.

Feb. 17-21 Winter Break — no classes.

Mar. 24 Last day for summative tests or examinations, or formative tests or examinations totaling more than 15%
of the final grade, in winter term or fall/winter courses before the official examination period.

Apr.7 Last day of two-term and winter term classes. Last day for academic withdrawal from fall/winter and

winter courses. Last day for handing in term work and the last day that can be specified by a course
instructor as a due date for two-term and for winter term courses.

Apr. 10 Statutory holiday. University closed.

Apr. 13-25 Final examinations for winter term and two-term courses. Examinations are normally held all seven days
of the week.

Apr. 25 All take-home examinations are due on this day.

Addresses:

Department of Philosophy: 3A35 Paterson Hall
www.carleton.ca/philosophy
520-2110

Registrar’s Office: 300 Tory
www.carleton.ca/registrar
520-3500

Academic Advising Centre: 302 Tory
www.carleton.ca/academicadvising

520-7850

Writing Services: 4t Floor, Library
http://www.carleton.ca/csas/writing-services/
520-3822

MacOdrum Library http://www.library.carleton.ca/

520-2735
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