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Carleton University         Fall 2021 
Department of Political Science 
https://carleton.ca/polisci/  
 

PSCI 3702 A 
Israeli-Palestinian Relations 

This is course will be held on-line 
(Live-Zoom weekly class sessions Mondays, 4-5:30 pm https://carleton-

ca.zoom.us/j/99824942360 ; independent work otherwise) 
 
I  General information 
 
Prof. Mira Sucharov 
On-line Office Hours, by Zoom, Wednesdays 10:30-12:30 
(I will send around a sign-up sheet the day before) 
 
mira.sucharov@carleton.ca 
 
The rule at Carleton is that all email communication is to be via official Carleton 
university e-mail accounts and/or Brightspace, not personal emails. (If you are 
having Carleton email trouble then I don’t mind bending the rules occasionally.) 
 
II  Course description 
 
Course Description: This course offers a conceptual analysis of the Israeli-Pal-
estinian experience. We will use the tool of collective narratives to examine the 
role of identity and historical memory in shaping political outcomes. In light of 
the basic identity and material needs of both sides — coupled with standards of 
ethics and justice, we will assess the workability of various solutions to the con-
flict. Keep in mind that we are here to ask scholarly questions and answer them. 
We will ask both “is” and “ought” questions. “Is” questions are “why” questions, 
which we will try to answer by drawing on a range of theoretical and conceptual 
explanations.  “Ought” questions are “what should be” questions, which we will 
try to address by using standards of human rights, ethics and justice. We will also 
discuss pragmatism, asking whether it should play a role in policy and activism or 
not. 
 
This course is for those who want to be immersed in the history and politics of Is-
raelis and Palestinians for 12 weeks. It’s not light, but it’s not boring either. Be 
prepared to devote plenty of time per week to absorbing and analyzing the mate-
rial. (We meet by Zoom only 1.5 hours per week.) 

https://carleton.ca/polisci/
https://carleton-ca.zoom.us/j/99824942360
https://carleton-ca.zoom.us/j/99824942360


2 

 
An important note: Many of us have strong opinions about the situation in Is-
rael-Palestine. While discussion and debate via the discussion board are highly 
encouraged, I will urge you to keep the conversation centred around the scholarly 
questions at hand, bringing logic and evidence to bear to make your points. I see 
my role as a classroom professor as distinct from my role as an op-ed writer, for 
example. As a professor, my role is to help us identify analytical questions and 
help point to the kind of evidence needed to address those questions. You may 
find that throughout the discussion (even in our remote environment), I might 
challenge you to see another “angle” of the issue (whatever angle that might be at 
the time). But keep in mind that my attempt to enable you to consider another 
angle — whatever angle that might be in the context of the discussion — does not 
necessarily correspond to my personal opinions of the issue. And it certainly 
does not reflect any attempt on my part to “defend” or “promote” one side or an-
other. Amidst all these important discussions, however, we will have to keep in 
mind the issue of power. While the course examines the contemporary relation-
ship between Israel and the Palestinians in light of historical dynamics, we will 
keep in mind the fact that Israel is currently the occupying power.  
 
 
III  Course Format 
 
We will meet live, by Zoom, on Mondays from 4-5:30. Each week, starting on 
Week 2, some of you will be responsible for sitting in the “front row” (so to 
speak), which means cameras on, readings completed, and being ready 
to have an active conversation. The rest of you are welcome to join in or 
hang back, as you wish. The purpose of this is so that you can learn from the 
“conversational” approach I use when I teach. During Week 1, I will send around 
a sign-up sheet for you to pick THREE dates on which you will sit in the “front 
row” and be ready for an active conversation. (Total: 6%). 
 
 
IV  Learning outcomes  
 
1.  Identify key events in the history of Israeli-Palestinian relations and their sig-
nificance for contemporary Israeli-Palestinian politics 
2.  Understand why sets of political actors act the way they do. 
3.  Synthesize feasible solutions based on the identity and material needs 
of each “side" coupled with standards (which you will identify) of ethics and jus-
tice  
4. Learn how to write an op-ed 
5. Become comfortable with different types of writing and creative delivery of 
ideas (depending on your preferences) 
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V Textbooks 
 

The following books are available for purchase (and can be shipped to you or 
picked up) from the Carleton bookstore. 
 
Neil Caplan, The Israel-Palestine Conflict: Contested Histories, 2nd ed. 
(Wiley-Blackwell, 2019). (NOTE: we are using the 2nd edition.) 
 
Mira Sucharov and Aaron Hahn Tapper, Social Justice and Israel/Palestine: 
Foundational and Contemporary Debates (University of Toronto Press, 
2019) 
 
Optional: Mira Sucharov, Public Influence: A Guide to Op-Ed Writing and 
Social Media Engagement (University of Toronto Press, 2019) 
 
Optional: Mira Sucharov, The International Self: Psychoanalysis and the 
Search for Israeli-Palestinian Peace (SUNY Press, 2005). 
 
 
Films 
 
We will be watching several films — both feature-films and documentaries. 
Except for one or two which I’ve asked you to rent, these are streamable 
through the library website / Ares. I’ve tried to assign the film during the rele-
vant thematic week, but in order to keep the workload roughly even through-
out the term, sometimes the assigned film doesn’t perfectly match that week’s 
topic. No matter: in those cases you’ll get an advanced cinematic or documen-
tary take on a topic we’ll be covering later, or vice versa. 

 
VI Evaluation at a glance 
 
 

Assignment Due  Weight  

Weekly Reading Reflections Every Monday or Thursday by 
11 pm (starting Week 2); see 
directions below. 

30% 

Simulation Creative Assignment  Due Week 9 
(Nov. 22 at 11 pm)  

20% 
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Simulation Subjectivity Reflection  Due Week 10 
(Nov. 29 by 11 pm) 

10% 

Op-Ed  Due Week 12, with 6 days grace: (offi-

cially Dec. 10 by 11pm, but you 
may hand it in up to Dec. 16 
with no late penalty) 

34% 

“Front Row” Participation  Three class sessions of your choice between 

Weeks 2 and 12, inclusive. (I will send 

around a sign-up sheet) 

6% 

   

 
 
 
 
All assignments should be submitted through Brightspace. 

 
VII Evaluation in detail 
 
The weekly reading reflection grade will consist of the following:  
 
Discussion Forum: 
 
Readings summaries and questions (15%), and responses to others’ participa-
tion questions (15%). Each week, half of you will upload a short discussion (appx. 
350 words). The first half of the discussion should briefly summarize the read-
ings/films for that week; the second half should include your analyses (including 
synthesizing course readings with the films, and comparing and contrasting au-
thors’ perspectives with one another), critiques and questions which you pose — 
questions which the authors (and filmmakers) don’t address. 
 
Readings summaries and questions are due on Monday (at noon), starting on 
Week 2 (Sept. 20). (For that week, you can include readings from Weeks 1 and 
2.) 
 
The other half of the class will respond to your classmates’ questions. (Each of 
you should choose one classmate to whom to respond on any given week.) The re-
sponses are due on Thursdays starting Sept. 23 — by 11 pm. Offer some answers 
of your own to the questions your classmates have proposed, and suggest how we 
might go about finding out the answers to these questions based on what we 
know theoretically and empirically. For example, how would we go about identi-
fying the appropriate data to address the question your classmate posed? Are 
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there any academic or news articles you can identify (via library or google search 
or on our existing syllabus) that can help us answer the question? (Weekly re-
sponses should be roughly 250 words.) 
 
Responses to a classmate’s question are due on Thursdays (at 11 pm), starting 
Sept. 23. 
 
Students whose last names begin with A-L should upload a reading summary 
and questions for weeks 1 and 2 (the deadline is Sept. 20 at noon). Students 
whose last names begin with M-Z should upload a response (to one classmate) by 
Thursday (Sept. 23) at 11 pm. The following week, do the reverse. And so on, 
throughout the term. 
 

Week Group A (Surnames A-L) Group B (Surnames M-Z) 

1-2 Reading Summary and Questions Response  

3 Response Reading Summary and Questions 

4 Reading Summary and Questions Response 

5 Response Reading Summary and Questions 

6 Reading Summary and Questions Response 

7 Response Reading Summary and Questions 

8 Reading Summary and Questions Response 

9 Response Reading Summary and Questions 

10 Reading Summary and Questions Response 

11 Response Reading Summary and Questions 

12 Reading Summary and Questions Response 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Role-Play Simulation: 
 
During weeks 5-10 we will engage in an extended role-play simulation. I will as-
sign each of you a role. During these five weeks, you will do THREE things. 
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A. For your ongoing reading summaries/questions and responses on the ongoing 

Brightspace discussion board, you will write through the lens of your role, em-
ploying critical commentary that your character would say. (The grade for this 
is wrapped into the overall reading reflection grade.) 

 
B. You will choose ONE out of the following six simulation creative assign-

ment options. You will do this assignment from the perspective of your role.  
 
1. Memoir-Style Essay/Story (told in first-person) (1000-1500 words)  
2. Social Media Page (25 posts; each consisting of a “shared” article plus your 
commentary). When submitting, go to “Creative Assignment #1” or “Creative As-
signment #2” assignment dropbox and submit a short document giving us the de-
tails about the Facebook page (the exact title of your page which itself should in-
clude PSCI 3702) and we will go to Facebook to find it. 
3. Street-Graffiti-Stencil Design, plus 500-word analysis. (You won’t actually 
paint on any public walls for this!).  
4. Podcast Segment (eight nicely-edited minutes) 
5. Video Segment (five nicely-edited minutes) 
6. Peace Summit Testimony written speech (1500 words) (from the perspective of 
your role) 
7. Other ideas? Let me know! 
Simulation Creative Assignment Due: Week 9 (Nov. 22), by 11 pm. 
More detail on the creative assignment will be given closer to the time. 

 
C. At the conclusion of the role-play simulation, you will submit a 1,000 word 
personal reflection on experience. In this short essay, you are invited to reflect on 
the experience of playing your assigned role in light of your own (real-life) 
subjectivity, however defined. This may be through the lens of your own politi-
cal commitments, your own heritage, your own family narratives, your experience 
with learning and/or activism, your own exposure to narratives filtered through 
the news media or social media, etc.  
Simulation Subjectivity Reflection Due: Week 10 (Nov. 29), by 11 pm. 
More information on the simulation will be given closer to the time. 
 
Op-Ed: 
 
You will write a 750-word op-ed (which stands for opposite the editorial page, 
and which is also known as an opinion piece). This is a hybrid assignment. The 
argument of the actual op-ed text needs to stand on its own. But you must also 
provide extended footnote citations and commentary (including additional data, 
context and evidence) in the footnotes. In your footnotes, draw on readings and 
films from the syllabus as well as additional readings (both scholarly and news-
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style sources) you uncover on your own. Each op-ed must have a clear question 
identified and a clear argument (which is your answer to the question). Topic: a 
contemporary Israeli-Palestinian issue which you will attempt to explain/as-
sess/illuminate based on some historical event or theme we are covering in the 
course. Identify a prescriptive argument: who should do what and why? The 
“who” may refer to Canadian, American, Israeli or Palestinian Authority (or Ha-
mas) policy or actions, or else might refer to popular practices or ideas. A pre-
scriptive argument focuses on the “ought” (what should happen?) based on an 
understanding of the “is” (what’s going on right now?). Draw on at least 8 
sources, at least half of which should be scholarly ones. The op-ed is due Due 
Week 12 (Dec. 10), with 6 days grace: (officially Dec. 10, by 11pm, but you 
may hand it in up to Dec. 16 with no late penalty.) 
 

Late Penalties: one percentage point deduction per day late. 
 
VIII  Course schedule 
 

 
Week 1 (Sept. 13): Intro 
 

Textbooks Caplan, chapter 1 and 2 

Article 
and Po-
ems 

Jeremy Pressman, “A Brief History of the Arab-Israeli Conflict” 
http://web.uconn.edu/polisci/people/faculty/doc/history_press-
man.pdf 
 
Nathan Alterman, “The Silver Platter” (poem): 
http://www.phy6.org/outreach/poems/alterman.htm 
 
Mahmoud Darwish, “Identity Card” (poem): https://electronicin-
tifada.net/content/remembering-mahmoud-darwish/7663 

Videos  n/a 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://web.uconn.edu/polisci/people/faculty/doc/history_pressman.pdf
http://web.uconn.edu/polisci/people/faculty/doc/history_pressman.pdf
http://www.phy6.org/outreach/poems/alterman.htm
https://electronicintifada.net/content/remembering-mahmoud-darwish/7663
https://electronicintifada.net/content/remembering-mahmoud-darwish/7663
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Week 2 (Sept. 20): Narratives  
 
(Reading reflection assignments begin this week. See instructions above.) 
 

Textbooks Caplan, chapter 3 and 4 
 
 
Hahn Tapper & Sucharov, Chapter 3 (“Settler Colonialism”) 

Op-Eds 
and a doc-
ument 

Ruth Gruber, “The Birth of a Nation, 1948,” New York Times (18 
May 2008) https://www.nytimes.com/2008/05/18/opin-
ion/18gruber.html  
 
Ayman Odeh, “Israel Celebrates Our Independence; We Mourn 
our Loss,” New York Times (18 April 2018) https://www.ny-
times.com/2018/04/18/opinion/israel-independence-palestine-
nakba.html  
 
The Balfour Declaration  
https://www.britannica.com/event/Balfour-Declaration 

Videos  Mirror Image (a short film) https://mediaspace.carleton.ca/me-
dia/Mirror%20Image./1_chbwhg06 
 
Israeli TV comedy-sketch show called Eretz Nehederet 
(“Kindergarten” sketch) — 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M9Sdkps0Quo 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://mediaspace.carleton.ca/media/Mirror%2520Image./1_chbwhg06
https://mediaspace.carleton.ca/media/Mirror%2520Image./1_chbwhg06
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M9Sdkps0Quo
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Week 3 (Sept. 27): Israel’s Independence & The Nakba  
 

Textbooks Caplan, chapter 5 and 6 

Essays 
and Docu-
ment 
  

Hussein Ibish, 
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2018/05/the
-meaningof-nakba-israel-palestine-1948-gaza/560294/  
 
“The Declaration of the Establishment of the State of Israel 
(1948)”: https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-declara-
tion-of-the-establishment-of-the-state-of-israel/ 
 
Ari Shavit, “Lydda, 1948,” The New Yorker (21 October 2013). 
http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2013/10/21/lydda-1948 

Videos  Promises (through library / Ares) 

 
 
 
 
 
Week 4 (Oct. 4): Arab-Israeli Wars 
 

Textbooks Caplan, chapter 7 and 8 

Docu-
ments 

UN Resolution 242 (Nov. 22, 1967) 
https://unispal.un.org/unispal.nsf/0/7D35E1F729DF491C85256
EE700686136 
 
UN Resolution 338 (October 22, 1973) 
http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/338 
 
Document: The PLO charter (1968): http://ava-
lon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/plocov.asp 

Videos  Waltz with Bashir (about the 1982 Israeli-PLO War in Lebanon) You can rent it 

here: https://itunes.apple.com/us/movie/waltz-with-bashir/id315592227 

 

http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2013/10/21/lydda-1948
https://unispal.un.org/unispal.nsf/0/7D35E1F729DF491C85256EE700686136
https://unispal.un.org/unispal.nsf/0/7D35E1F729DF491C85256EE700686136
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/plocov.asp
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/plocov.asp
https://itunes.apple.com/us/movie/waltz-with-bashir/id315592227
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***Oct. 11 No Class (Thanksgiving)*** 
 
Week 5 (Oct. 18): The First Intifada, Camp David, and the Lebanon 
War 
 

Textbook Caplan, chapters 8 and 9 

Speech  Document: Arafat’s speech to the UN in Geneva (1988): 
http://mondediplo.com/focus/mideast/arafat88-en  

Videos  Naila and the Uprising (library / Ares)  

 
 
 
 
***No class Oct. 25 (Fall Reading Week)*** 
 
 
 
Week 6 (Nov. 1): Madrid, Oslo, the Second Intifada and Beyond 
 

Textbooks Caplan, chapters 10 and 11 

http://mondediplo.com/focus/mideast/arafat88-en
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Article, 
Op-Eds, 
Docu-
ments 

Letters of Mutual Recognition between Yasser Arafat and Yitzhak 
Rabin (1993) 
https://ecf.org.il/media_items/300 
 
Jeremy Pressman, "Visions in Collision: What Happened at Camp 
David and Taba?" International Security 28, 2 (Fall 2003). (Go to 
library.carleton.ca and search for the article.) 
 
Ehud Barak, “Israel Needs a True Partner for Peace,” New York 
Times, July 30, 2001. http://tinyurl.com/67599n  
 
Marwan Barghouti, “Want Security? End the Occupation,” Wash-
ington Post, January 16, 2002. http://electronicinti-
fada.net/v2/article1986.shtml 

Videos  Omar (library / Ares) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Week 7 (Nov. 8): Hamas/Gaza and Refugees & Displacement 
 

Textbooks  
Hahn Tapper & Sucharov, Chapter 5 (“Refugees and Displace-
ment”) 

http://library.carleton.ca/
http://tinyurl.com/67599n
http://electronicintifada.net/v2/article1986.shtml
http://electronicintifada.net/v2/article1986.shtml
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Articles, 
Op-Eds, 
Docu-
ments 

 
“UN General Assembly Resolution 194” (Dec. 11, 1948)  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_General_Assem-
bly_Resolution_194#Content 
(scroll to “Full Text” to read the text of the resolution. The key ar-
ticle of the resolution for our purposes is article 11.) 
 
Natan B. Sachs, “What Hamas Wants, What Israel Needs,” brook-
ings.edu (11 July 2014) 
http://www.brookings.edu/research/opinions/2014/07/11-ha-
mas-wants-israel-needs-sachs 
 
Mira Sucharov, “Uncovering the Lost Palestinian Villages Under-
neath Glitzy Tel Aviv,” The Forward (19 July 2016) https://for-
ward.com/opinion/345430/uncovering-the-lostpalestinian-vil-
lages-underneath-glitzy-tel-aviv/  
 
Saeb Erakat, “The Truth is Out About Israel’s Lethal Actions in 
Gaza: Will the World Listen?” The Guardian (12 March 2019) 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/mar/12/israel-gaza-un-

2018-protestsoccupation 
 
Peter Beinart, “Palestinian Refugees Deserve to Return Home. 
Jews Should Understand.” The New York Times (12 May 2021) 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/12/opinion/israel-palestinian-refugees-

right-of-return.html 

Videos  The Gatekeepers (Library/Ares) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_General_Assembly_Resolution_194%25252523Content
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_General_Assembly_Resolution_194%25252523Content
http://brookings.edu/
http://brookings.edu/
http://www.brookings.edu/research/opinions/2014/07/11-hamas-wants-israel-needs-sachs
http://www.brookings.edu/research/opinions/2014/07/11-hamas-wants-israel-needs-sachs
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/mar/12/israel-gaza-un-2018-protestsoccupation
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/mar/12/israel-gaza-un-2018-protestsoccupation
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/12/opinion/israel-palestinian-refugees-right-of-return.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/12/opinion/israel-palestinian-refugees-right-of-return.html
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Week 8 (Nov. 15): Jerusalem, Settlements, Occupation 
 

Textbooks Caplan, chapter 12 
 
Hahn Tapper & Sucharov, Chapter 4 (“International Law”)  

Articles 
and Op-Ed 
  

B’Tselem, What is Area C? 
http://www.btselem.org/area_c/what_is_area_c  
 
B’Tselem, Separation Barrier, http://www.btselem.org/topic/sep-
aration_barrier  
 
Ir Amim, “Jerusalem as a Political Issue,” http://www.ir-
amim.org.il/en/issue/jerusalempolitical-issue  
 
Human Rights Watch Report — “A Threshold Crossed,” — read 
at least the summary (April 27, 2021) 
https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/04/27/threshold-crossed/is-
raeli-authorities-and-crimes-apartheid-and-persecution 
 
Dani Dayan, “Israel’s Settlers are here to stay,” New York Times 
(25 July 2012), http://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/26/opin-
ion/israels-settlers-are-here-to-stay.html  

Videos  The Law in these Parts (library / Ares) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Week 9 (Nov. 22): Israel as a “Jewish and Democratic State” / Pales-
tinian Citizens of Israel 
 

Textbooks Caplan, chapter 13 
 
Hahn Tapper & Sucharov, Chapter 6 (“Apartheid”)  

https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/04/27/threshold-crossed/israeli-authorities-and-crimes-apartheid-and-persecution
https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/04/27/threshold-crossed/israeli-authorities-and-crimes-apartheid-and-persecution
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Op-Eds Benjamin Pogrund, “Why Israel is Nothing Like South Africa,” 
The New York Times (31 March 2017) https://www.ny-
times.com/2017/03/31/opinion/why-israel-is-nothinglike-apart-
heid-south-africa.html 
 
Yousef Jabareen, “What Israel Can Learn from Canada,” Toronto 
Star (28 November 2016), https://www.thestar.com/opin-
ion/commentary/2016/11/28/what-israel-can-learnfrom-can-
ada.html  

Videos   
Junction 48 (Library / Ares — hoping the library can get it in time 
for our course.) 
 
Eretz Nehederet — Israeli parody of “demographic balance” clip 
— https://vimeo.com/223715289 
 
TV episode: Arab Labor, S1 episode 1. Purchase to stream the ep-
isode here: 
https://israelfilmcenterstream.org/film/arab-labor-2/arab-labor-
season-1/arab-labor-season-1-episode-1-car/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Week 10 (Nov. 29): BDS (Boycott, Divestment & Sanctions against Is-
rael) and Other Activism 
 

Textbooks Hahn Tapper & Sucharov, Chapter 8 (“BDS”)  

https://vimeo.com/223715289
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Articles 
and Op-
Eds 

Nathan Thrall, “How a Controversial Non-Violent Movement has 
Transformed the Israeli-Palestinian Debate,” 
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2018/aug/14/bds-boycott-
divestment-sanctions-movement-transformed-israeli-palestin-
ian-de-
bate?fbclid=IwAR38IR1bLuHIeTJ4H5wvDVU97rhswf3pVuBwd4
syLmN5yz-- Qy3f6jfvjl0  
 
Omar H. Rahman, “Co-existence vs. Co-resistance: A case against 
normalization,” +972 Magazine (3 January 2012) 
https://972mag.com/co-existence-vs-co-resistance-a-ca-
seagainst-normalization/32076/  
 
Bennett Cohen and Jerry Greenfield, “We’re Ben and Jerry. Men 
of Ice Cream, Men of Principles.” the New York Times (28 July 
2021) https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/28/opinion/ben-and-jerry-is-

rael.html 

 

Rashid Khalidi, “A Revived Palestinian National Movement Could Upend the 

Status Quo,” Foreign Affairs (available through the Carleton library if there’s a 

website paywall) (30 June 2021) https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/mid-

dle-east/2021-06-30/palestinians-will-not-and-cannot-be-ignored 

Videos  Discordia (Watch for free on the NFB.ca site. Search for Discor-
dia.). 

 
 
 
 
 
Week 11 (Dec. 6): Canadian and U.S. Foreign Policy & Intersectional 
Alliances 
 

Textbooks Hahn Tapper & Sucharov, Chapter 7 (“Intersectional Alliances”) 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/28/opinion/ben-and-jerry-israel.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/28/opinion/ben-and-jerry-israel.html
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/middle-east/2021-06-30/palestinians-will-not-and-cannot-be-ignored
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/middle-east/2021-06-30/palestinians-will-not-and-cannot-be-ignored
http://nfb.ca/
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Articles & 
Document 

Global Affairs Canada — Canadian Policy on Key Issues in the Is-
raeli-Palestinian Conflict http://www.international.gc.ca/name-
anmo/peace_process-processus_paix/canadian_policy-poli-
tique_canadienne.aspx?lang=eng 

 
Alexia Underwood, “The Controversial U.S. Jerusalem embassy 
opening, explained,” Vox 
https://www.vox.com/2018/5/14/17340798/jerusalem-embassy-
israel-palestinians-us-trump 
 
Democratic Candidate interviews on the subject of policy towards 
Israel, New York Times 
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/politics/2020-
democrats-israel-foreign-policy.html 
 
Salam Fayyad, “Trump’s Peace Plan: What is there to be Upset 
About?” Brookings (21 February, 2020) 
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-
chaos/2020/02/21/trumps-middle-east-peace-plan-whats-there-
to-be-upset-about/ 

 

“Up for Debate: The Biden Administration’s Approach to Israel and Palestine,” 

Middle East Institute (21 June 2021)  

https://www.mei.edu/publications/debate-biden-administrations-approach-is-

raelpalestine (Read essays by Kurtzer and Dajani) 

Videos  The Settlers (library / Ares) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.international.gc.ca/name-anmo/peace_process-processus_paix/canadian_policy-politique_canadienne.aspx?lang=eng
http://www.international.gc.ca/name-anmo/peace_process-processus_paix/canadian_policy-politique_canadienne.aspx?lang=eng
http://www.international.gc.ca/name-anmo/peace_process-processus_paix/canadian_policy-politique_canadienne.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.vox.com/2018/5/14/17340798/jerusalem-embassy-israel-palestinians-us-trump
https://www.vox.com/2018/5/14/17340798/jerusalem-embassy-israel-palestinians-us-trump
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/politics/2020-democrats-israel-foreign-policy.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/politics/2020-democrats-israel-foreign-policy.html
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2020/02/21/trumps-middle-east-peace-plan-whats-there-to-be-upset-about/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2020/02/21/trumps-middle-east-peace-plan-whats-there-to-be-upset-about/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2020/02/21/trumps-middle-east-peace-plan-whats-there-to-be-upset-about/
https://www.mei.edu/publications/debate-biden-administrations-approach-israelpalestine
https://www.mei.edu/publications/debate-biden-administrations-approach-israelpalestine


17 

Week 12 (Dec. 10): Looking to the Future: One state, Two State, 
Other? 
 

Textbooks Hahn Tapper & Sucharov, Chapter 2 (“Self-Determination”)  

Op-Eds Musa al-Gharbi, “Israel and Palestinians Need a One-State Solu-
tion,” Al Jazeera (6 January 2015), http://amer-
ica.aljazeera.com/opinions/2015/1/israel-palestineunited-
statesunitednationsonestatesolution.html  
 
Mahmoud Abbas, “The Long Overdue Palestinian State,” (16 May 
2011). The New York Times http://www.ny-
times.com/2011/05/17/opinion/17abbas.html?_r=0  
 
Diana Buttu, “Why the Palestinian Authority Should be Shut-
tered,” The New York Times (26 May 2017) https://www.ny-
times.com/2017/05/26/opinion/palestinian%2Dauthor-
ity%2Dmahmoud%2Dabbas.html?_r=0  
 
Naftali Bennett, “For Israel, Two-State is No Solution,” New York 
Times (5 November 2014) http://www.ny-
times.com/2014/11/06/opinion/naftali-bennett-for-israel-two-
stateis-no-solution.html  
 
Dov Waxman and Dahlia Scheindlin, “Hope fades for a two-state 
solution. Is there another path to Middle East Peace?” The Guard-
ian (8 May 2016). https://www.theguardian.com/commentis-
free/2016/may/07/israel-palestine-two-state-solution-another-
path-topeace 
 
Peter Beinart, “I No Longer Believe in a Jewish State,” New York 
Times (8 July 2020) 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/08/opinion/israel-annexa-
tion-two-state-solution.html 

Videos  Disturbing the Peace (library / Ares) 
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Appendix 

 
Covid-19 Information 
 
All members of the Carleton community are required to follow COVID-19 prevention 
measures and all mandatory public health requirements (e.g. wearing a mask, physical 
distancing, hand hygiene, respiratory and cough etiquette) and mandatory self-screen-
ing prior to coming to campus daily. 
 
If you feel ill or exhibit COVID-19 symptoms while on campus or in class, please leave 
campus immediately, self-isolate, and complete the mandatory symptom reporting tool. 
For purposes of contact tracing, attendance will be recorded in all classes and labs. 
Participants can check in using posted QR codes through the cuScreen platform where 
provided. Students who do not have a smartphone will be required to complete a paper 
process as indicated on the COVID-19 website. 
 
All members of the Carleton community are required to follow guidelines regarding safe 
movement and seating on campus (e.g. directional arrows, designated entrances and 
exits, designated seats that maintain physical distancing). In order to avoid congestion, 
allow all previous occupants to fully vacate a classroom before entering. No food or 
drinks are permitted in any classrooms or labs. 
 
For the most recent information about Carleton’s COVID-19 response and required 
measures, please see the University’s COVID-19 webpage and review the Frequently 
Asked Questions (FAQs). Should you have additional questions after reviewing, please 
contact covidinfo@carleton.ca 
 
Please note that failure to comply with University policies and mandatory public health 
requirements, and endangering the safety of others are considered misconduct under 
the Student Rights and Responsibilities Policy. Failure to comply with Carleton’s 
COVID-19 procedures may lead to supplementary action involving Campus Safety 
and/or Student Affairs. 
 
Requests for Academic Accommodation 
 
You may need special arrangements to meet your academic obligations during the 
term. For an accommodation request, the processes are as follows:  
 
Pregnancy accommodation: Please contact your instructor with any requests for aca-
demic accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after 
the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more details, visit the Equity Ser-
vices website: carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Ac-
commodation.pdf. 
 
Religious accommodation: Please contact your instructor with any requests for aca-
demic accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after 

https://carleton.ca/covid19/screening/
https://carleton.ca/covid19/screening/
https://carleton.ca/covid19/covid-19-symptom-reporting/
http://carleton.ca/covid19
https://carleton.ca/covid19/
https://carleton.ca/covid19/faq/
https://carleton.ca/covid19/faq/
mailto:covidinfo@carleton.ca
https://carleton.ca/studentaffairs/student-rights-and-responsibilities/
http://carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf
http://carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf
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the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more details, visit the Equity Ser-
vices website: carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Ac-
commodation.pdf. 
 
Accommodations for students with disabilities: If you have a documented disability 
requiring academic accommodations in this course, please contact the Paul Menton 
Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a 
formal evaluation or contact your PMC coordinator to send your instructor your Letter of 
Accommodation at the beginning of the term. You must also contact the PMC no later 
than two weeks before the first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring accommoda-
tion (if applicable). After requesting accommodation from PMC, reach out to your in-
structor as soon as possible to ensure accommodation arrangements are made. For 
more information, please visit carleton.ca/pmc. 
 
Accommodation for student activities: Carleton University recognizes the substantial 
benefits, both to the individual student and for the university, that result from a student 
participating in activities beyond the classroom experience. Reasonable accommoda-
tion must be provided to students who engage in student activities at the national or in-
ternational level. Please contact your instructor with any requests for academic accom-
modation during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for 
accommodation is known to exist. https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/Ac-
commodation-for-Student-Activities-1.pdf. 
 
For more information on academic accommodation, please contact the departmental 
administrator or visit: students.carleton.ca/course-outline. 
 
Sexual Violence Policy 
 
As a community, Carleton University is committed to maintaining a positive learning, 
working and living environment where sexual violence will not be tolerated. Survivors 
are supported through academic accommodations as per Carleton's Sexual Violence 
Policy. For more information about the services available at the university and to obtain 
information about sexual violence and/or support, visit: carleton.ca/sexual-violence-sup-
port. 
 
Plagiarism 
 
The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, the 
ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This includes reproducing 
or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, regard-
less of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or refer-
ence to the original source. Examples of sources from which the ideas, expressions of 
ideas or works of others may be drawn from include but are not limited to: books, arti-
cles, papers, literary compositions and phrases, performance compositions, chemical 
compounds, art works, laboratory reports, research results, calculations and the results 

http://carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf
http://carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf
mailto:pmc@carleton.ca
http://carleton.ca/pmc
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-1.pdf
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-1.pdf
http://students.carleton.ca/course-outline
http://carleton.ca/sexual-violence-support
http://carleton.ca/sexual-violence-support
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of calculations, diagrams, constructions, computer reports, computer code/software, 
material on the internet and/or conversations. 
 
Examples of plagiarism include, but are not limited to:  
 

 any submission prepared in whole or in part, by someone else; 
 using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, paraphrased material, algorithms, for-

mulae, scientific or mathematical concepts, or ideas without appropriate acknowl-
edgment in any academic assignment; 

 using another’s data or research findings without appropriate acknowledgement; 
 submitting a computer program developed in whole or in part by someone else, 

with or without modifications, as one’s own; and 
 failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using 

another’s work and/or failing to use quotations marks. 
 
Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s in-
structor.  The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including 
an interview with the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been pla-
giarized.  Penalties are not trivial. They may include a mark of zero for the plagiarized 
work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  
 
More information on the University’s Academic Integrity Policy can be found at: 
https://carleton.ca/registrar/academic-integrity/. 
 
Intellectual property  
 
Student or professor materials created for this course (including presentations and 
posted notes, labs, case studies, assignments and exams) remain the intellectual prop-
erty of the author(s). They are intended for personal use and may not be reproduced or 
redistributed without prior written consent of the author(s). 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work 
 
Papers must be submitted directly to the instructor according to the instructions in the 
course outline. During the COVID-19 pandemic, the departmental office will not accept 
assignments submitted in hard copy.  
 
Grading 
 
Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor, subject to the approval of 
the faculty Dean. Final standing in courses will be shown by alphabetical grades. The 
system of grades used, with corresponding grade points is: 
 
 
 
 

https://carleton.ca/registrar/academic-integrity/
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Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 

90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 

85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 

80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 

77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 

73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 

70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 
 
Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval of 
the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to 
revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Carleton E-mail Accounts 
 
All email communication to students from the Department of Political Science will be via 
official Carleton University e-mail accounts and/or Brightspace.  As important course 
and university information is distributed this way, it is the student’s responsibility to mon-
itor their Carleton University email accounts and Brightspace.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society 
 
The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made its mission to provide a social 
environment for politically inclined students and faculty. By hosting social events, includ-
ing Model Parliament, debates, professional development sessions and more, CPSS 
aims to involve all political science students at Carleton University. Our mandate is to 
arrange social and academic activities in order to instill a sense of belonging within the 
Department and the larger University community. Members can benefit through our net-
working opportunities, academic engagement initiatives and numerous events which 
aim to complement both academic and social life at Carleton University. To find out 
more, visit us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/CarletonPoliticalScienceSociety/. 
 
Official Course Outline 
 
The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the official course outline. 

https://www.facebook.com/CarletonPoliticalScienceSociety/

	Course Description: This course offers a conceptual analysis of the Israeli-Palestinian experience. We will use the tool of collective narratives to examine the role of identity and historical memory in shaping political outcomes. In light of the basi...
	This course is for those who want to be immersed in the history and politics of Israelis and Palestinians for 12 weeks. It’s not light, but it’s not boring either. Be prepared to devote plenty of time per week to absorbing and analyzing the material. ...
	An important note: Many of us have strong opinions about the situation in Israel-Palestine. While discussion and debate via the discussion board are highly encouraged, I will urge you to keep the conversation centred around the scholarly questions at ...
	1.  Identify key events in the history of Israeli-Palestinian relations and their significance for contemporary Israeli-Palestinian politics
	All assignments should be submitted through Brightspace.
	The weekly reading reflection grade will consist of the following:
	Discussion Forum:
	Readings summaries and questions (15%), and responses to others’ participation questions (15%). Each week, half of you will upload a short discussion (appx. 350 words). The first half of the discussion should briefly summarize the readings/films for t...
	Readings summaries and questions are due on Monday (at noon), starting on Week 2 (Sept. 20). (For that week, you can include readings from Weeks 1 and 2.)
	The other half of the class will respond to your classmates’ questions. (Each of you should choose one classmate to whom to respond on any given week.) The responses are due on Thursdays starting Sept. 23 — by 11 pm. Offer some answers of your own to ...
	Responses to a classmate’s question are due on Thursdays (at 11 pm), starting Sept. 23.
	Students whose last names begin with A-L should upload a reading summary and questions for weeks 1 and 2 (the deadline is Sept. 20 at noon). Students whose last names begin with M-Z should upload a response (to one classmate) by Thursday (Sept. 23) at...
	Role-Play Simulation:
	During weeks 5-10 we will engage in an extended role-play simulation. I will assign each of you a role. During these five weeks, you will do THREE things.
	A. For your ongoing reading summaries/questions and responses on the ongoing Brightspace discussion board, you will write through the lens of your role, employing critical commentary that your character would say. (The grade for this is wrapped into t...
	B. You will choose ONE out of the following six simulation creative assignment options. You will do this assignment from the perspective of your role.
	1. Memoir-Style Essay/Story (told in first-person) (1000-1500 words)
	2. Social Media Page (25 posts; each consisting of a “shared” article plus your commentary). When submitting, go to “Creative Assignment #1” or “Creative Assignment #2” assignment dropbox and submit a short document giving us the details about the Fac...
	3. Street-Graffiti-Stencil Design, plus 500-word analysis. (You won’t actually paint on any public walls for this!).
	4. Podcast Segment (eight nicely-edited minutes)
	5. Video Segment (five nicely-edited minutes)
	6. Peace Summit Testimony written speech (1500 words) (from the perspective of your role)
	7. Other ideas? Let me know!
	Simulation Creative Assignment Due: Week 9 (Nov. 22), by 11 pm.
	More detail on the creative assignment will be given closer to the time.
	C. At the conclusion of the role-play simulation, you will submit a 1,000 word personal reflection on experience. In this short essay, you are invited to reflect on the experience of playing your assigned role in light of your own (real-life) subjecti...
	Simulation Subjectivity Reflection Due: Week 10 (Nov. 29), by 11 pm.
	More information on the simulation will be given closer to the time.
	Op-Ed:
	You will write a 750-word op-ed (which stands for opposite the editorial page, and which is also known as an opinion piece). This is a hybrid assignment. The argument of the actual op-ed text needs to stand on its own. But you must also provide extend...
	Week 2 (Sept. 20): Narratives
	(Reading reflection assignments begin this week. See instructions above.)
	Week 4 (Oct. 4): Arab-Israeli Wars
	***Oct. 11 No Class (Thanksgiving)***
	Week 5 (Oct. 18): The First Intifada, Camp David, and the Lebanon War
	***No class Oct. 25 (Fall Reading Week)***
	Week 6 (Nov. 1): Madrid, Oslo, the Second Intifada and Beyond
	Week 7 (Nov. 8): Hamas/Gaza and Refugees & Displacement
	Week 8 (Nov. 15): Jerusalem, Settlements, Occupation
	Week 9 (Nov. 22): Israel as a “Jewish and Democratic State” / Palestinian Citizens of Israel
	Week 10 (Nov. 29): BDS (Boycott, Divestment & Sanctions against Israel) and Other Activism
	Week 11 (Dec. 6): Canadian and U.S. Foreign Policy & Intersectional Alliances
	Week 12 (Dec. 10): Looking to the Future: One state, Two State, Other?

