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Course description 
 
PSCI 1200 is one of two introductory courses to world politics. The course will provide students 
with an introduction to the academic study of International Relations (IR) and Comparative 
Politics. The first half of the course will explore themes of international organization, war and 
peace, international political economy and foreign policy. In the second half of the course we 
will explore themes related to democratization, state authority, and political mobilization. 
Drawing from current events we will explore some of the most difficult political issues of our 
time; including migration, national security, environment, and human health.  
 
The goals of this course are to: (a) provide students with an introduction to the study of political 
science; (b) engage students in contemporary debates in world politics and; (c) help students 
develop critical reading, writing and oral expression skills through a combination of lectures, 
independent study (reading, writing and analysis), and discussion.  
 
Students who successfully complete this course will have done the following: 
 
• Read the assigned reading before class 
• Attended lectures and taken notes 
• Completed all assignments on time 
• Actively participated in discussions 
• Learned to navigate the Carleton University online database to do research 
• Completed a well-researched academic paper for the course  
 
 
Texts 
• All texts for this course are available through the MacOdrum Library online database  
• Required readings are listed below under class schedule  



 
Evaluation 
• Students will submit three 500-word critical reviews of the readings for three classes 

                     15% (45% total) 
• Students will submit a 500-word term paper outline: Due July 19                  15% 
• Students will submit a 2000 -word research paper: Due August 14                 30% 
• Participation                                                                                                      10% 
• Students must complete all evaluative elements to receive a passing grade.  
 
 
Examinations  
• There is no exam for this course  
 
 
Term Work  
 
• Critical reading reflections: 15% each (45% total) 

Students will submit three 500-word reading responses at the beginning of three classes. The 
response will be for that days reading. The response must be submitted in paper, Times New 
Roman, 12 font, double spaced (no title page). The reading response will include: a short 
summary of the reading (100-150 words); a critical response to the reading that includes 
analysis and insights; and a paragraph that relates the reading to a current event or issue 
(300-350 words). The reading responses will help to encourage discussions in the classroom 
and identify issues for further discussion. The reading response should demonstrate that you 
have a working knowledge of the main arguments in the reading. The responses will be 
graded out of 15 and the mark will depend on the quality and originality of the insights 
presented. Reading responses will only be accepted at the beginning of class, late responses 
will not be accepted. You will not receive written feedback on the reading responses.  
Retain a copy of your reading response as a guide to helping you contribute to class 
discussions.  

 
• Essay Outline: 15%  

Students will write a 500-word research proposal outline about any issue related to world 
politics. I encourage students to choose a very narrow research topic. The outline will 
include the following:  
 Thesis statement  
 A background of the topic (one paragraph)  
 Two to four key arguments in point form  
 A description of the theoretical framework which you will be using to write your paper 

and why you have chosen this framework (i.e. Liberalism, Realism, Marxism, Feminism 
etc.) (one paragraph) 

 A list of eight academic sources that you have gathered from the Carleton library (APA 
format) 
 

Students must submit an outline and receive approval for their topic from the teaching 
assistant before submitting their final research paper.  



Research paper outlines must be submitted on CU learn on July 19 before midnight. 
Late assignments will be penalized one-third of a letter grade per day.  
You should receive feedback from your TA and approval to complete your final paper 
within a week of submitting your outline.  

 
• Final Term Paper:  

The objective of the final paper is to advance a specific argument that interprets an 
important event or trend in world politics, either recent of historical. You will use one of the 
theoretical frameworks that we discuss in class in order to focus your analysis. A theoretical 
framework allows the reader to understand the way in which you have decided to approach 
your analysis. More details on this will be given in lecture.  
The essay will be argumentative, and you should begin with a clear introduction that 
provides context for the essay, proposes a research question, states the thesis, and outlines 
the main parts of your argument. 
Citations must follow APA style. Essays will be graded based on a variety of factors, 
including strength of argument, depth of research, your ability to engage with theoretical 
frames/concepts, organization, writing style, grammar, spelling, and punctuation. The essay 
should be under 2000 words in length (please mark word count under your title) and refer to 
at least eight academic sources. If you are unsure as to what qualifies as an academic source, 
please consult an academic style guide. Late papers will be penalized one-third of a letter 
grade per day (e.g. a B paper handed in two days late would be reduced to a C+). Retain a 
copy of all written assignments. 
The paper will be submitted on CU learn before midnight on August 13th. Put your 
name, student number, and course number on the front page of your paper. Papers will not 
be accepted by e- mail.  

 
 
Other issues 
• Assignments must be submitted on time, extensions will only be granted for exceptional 

circumstances 
• All late assignments will be subject to a 1/3 grade reduction (e.g. B to B-) per day. 
• Assignments will be graded based on the students’ capacity to effectively research the 

subject, their capacity to engage critically with the material, and their writing skills 
(organization, spelling, grammar, citations).  

• Students will be docked marks if they go over the word count by 100 words.  
• Students are expected to attend all lectures, missing one class, however, will not affect your 

participation grade.  
• Inclusive and safe classroom: It is important that all students from all diverse backgrounds 

and perspectives be well served by this course, and that the diversity that students bring to 
this class be viewed as a resource, strength and benefit. It is my intent to present materials 
and activities that are respectful of gender, sexuality, disability, age, socioeconomic status, 
ethnicity, race, and culture. I also wish to sustain a classroom environment where students 
work together to maintain a respectful and inclusive space. Please speak with me if you have 
any concerns throughout the course.  
 

 



Schedule 
 
July 3: Overview of the course 
 
No reading  
 
July 5: Global power relations and the study of IR.  
 
Nye, J. (2012). The twenty-first century will not be a "post-American" world. International 
Studies Quarterly, 56(1), 215-217.  
 
Recommended 
 
Layne, C. (2009). The waning of U.S. hegemony—myth or reality?: A review essay. 
International Security 34(1), 147-172.  
 
July 10: Realism in IR 
 
Mead, W.R. (2014, May-June) The return of geopolitics: The revenge of the revisionist powers. 
Foreign Affairs, 69-79. 
 
July 12: Liberalism and International Organization 
 
Ikenberry, G.J. (2014, May-June). The illusion of geopolitics: The enduring power of the liberal 
order. Foreign Affairs, 80-90. 
 
July 17: International Political Economy  
 
Strange, S. (1970). International economics and international politics: A case of mutual neglect.  
International Affairs, Vol. 46, no. 2: 304-15. 
 
July 19: A Marxist Approach to Studying Politics 
 
Rupert, M. (2003). Globalising common sense: A marxian-gramscian (re-)vision of the politics 
of governance/resistance. Review of International Studies, 29, 181-198.  
 
July 24: Constructivist Challenges  
 
Copeland, D.A. (2000). The constructivist challenge to structural realism: A review 
essay. International Security, 25 (2) 187-212.  
 
Dewey, J (2012). Education and democracy in the world of today (1938). Schools, 9:1, 96-100. 
 
July 26: Democracy  
 
Sen, A. K. (1999). Democracy as a universal value. Journal of Democracy, 10(3), 3-17.  



 
July 31: Post-Colonialism (or Modern Colonialism) 
 
Chandra, U. (2013). The case for a postcolonial approach to the study of politics. New Political 
Science, 35 (3), 479-491.  
 
August 2: Globalization and Migration  
 
Carens, J.H. (1996) Realistic and idealistic approaches to the ethics of migration. The 
International Migration Review, 30 (1), 156. 
 
August 7: Feminist Theory  
 
Enloe, C. (2011). The mundane matters. International Political Sociology, 5(4), 447-450.  
 
Recommended (Can write a review on this)  
 
Enloe, C. (2004). Curious feminist: searching for women in a new age of empire. Read Chapter 
2: Margins, Silences, and Bottom Rungs: How to overcome the estimation of power in the study 
of international relations. Berkley: University of California Press.  
 
August 9: Environmental Politics 
 
Soper, K. (2001) Realism, humanism and the politics of nature. Theoria: A Journal of Social and 
Political Theory, 55. Academic OneFile 
 
August 14: Food Politics  
 
McMichael, P. (2009). A food regime analysis of the ‘world food crisis’. Agriculture and Human 
Values, 26(4), 281-295. 
 
 
Academic Accommodations  

The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with 
Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and 
impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a disability requiring academic 
accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a 
formal evaluation. If you are already registered with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to 
send me your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two 
weeks before the first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). 
After requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with me to ensure accommodation 
arrangements are made. Please consult the PMC website for the deadline to request 
accommodations for the formally-scheduled exam (if applicable).  



For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances 
should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic 
requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as 
possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before 
the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an 
individual basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make 
accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and 
students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity).  

For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to 
contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make 
an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first 
academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required.  

Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, 
the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.” This can include:  
• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, 
regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or reference 
to the original source;  
• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in 
whole or in part, by someone else;  
• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 
appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment;  
• using another’s data or research findings; 
• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works 
and/or failing to use quotation marks; 
• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without 
prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs.  
Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor. 
The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with 
the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized. Penalties are not 
trivial. They may include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the 
course. 
Student or professor materials created for this course (including presentations and posted notes, 
labs, case studies, assignments and exams) remain the intellectual property of the author(s). They 
are intended for personal use and may not be reproduced or redistributed without prior written 
consent of the author(s).  
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be submitted directly to the instructor 
according to the instructions in the course outline and will not be date-stamped in the 
departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the corridor outside 
B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that day's 
date, and then distributed to the instructor. For essays not returned in class please attach a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail. Final 
exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned.  



Grading: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor, subject to the approval of 
the faculty Dean. Final standing in courses will be shown by alphabetical grades. The system of 
grades used, with corresponding grade points is:  
 

Percentage  Letter grade  12-point scale  Percentage  Letter grade  12-point scale  

90-100  A+  
 
12  67-69  C+  6  

85-89  A  
 
11  63-66  C  5  

80-84  A-  
 
10  60-62  C-  4  

77-79  B+  
 
9  57-59  D+  3  

73-76  B  8  

 
53-56  D  2  

70-72  B-  7  50-52  D-  1  

Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to 
the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be 
subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean.  

Carleton E-mail Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of 
Political Science will be via official Carleton university e-mail accounts and/or cuLearn. As 
important course and University information is distributed this way, it is the student’s 
responsibility to monitor their Carleton and cuLearn accounts.  

Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made its 
mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding  

social events, debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science students 
at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and academic activities in order to instill 
a sense of belonging within the Department and the larger University community. Members can 
benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement both academic and social life at 
Carleton University. To find out more, visit 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/politicalsciencesociety/ 
or come to our office in Loeb D688.  

Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the 
official course outline.  
 
 


