
Carleton University          Fall 2021 

Department of Political Science 

Carleton.ca/polisci 

 

PSCI 2200 A 

Intro to U.S. Politics 

Tuesday 11:35- 1:25  

 

Instructor: Professor Melissa Haussman  

Phone: 613-520-2600 x 2768   

Office Hours:  Mondays 4-6, Tuesdays 1-3 online 

Email: Melissa.haussman@carleton.ca   

 

Course description: 

In this course,  our discussion will cover enormously exciting and topical questions 

which have lately been presented to US policymakers.  These questions are 

embedded in unique aspects of the US political structure and we will examine 

which aspects “bequeathed” to the US by the Framers in 1787 have survived, vs. 

which ones have been overcome by savvy political actors. 

Over the course of the term, we will look at the slave-owning roots of inequality in 

the US and how political institutions were constructed to enable privileged access 

to white property owners.  We will also pay attention each week to the strongly 

“checked and balanced” US system (across the legislative, executive and judicial 

branches as well as up and down between the federal and state levels).  Taken 

together, these structural aspects have posed large obstacles for organizations 

fighting for voting rights (and larger civil rights) for different groups, including 

most recently Black Lives Matter and Asian Lives Matter, for those trying to 

change the application of voting laws in the states, and for LGBT equality. 

My goal is to give you a basic yet thorough understanding of many of the ways 

in which Americans “do politics differently” from other countries, including 

their neighbours to north and south.  No US politics knowledge is assumed.  
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Each week of the course covers central topics in the study of US politics, 

including rights and liberties, political institutions and the structure of US 

politics and political behaviour.  

 

The course will be a mix of asynchronous and synchronous learning. There will be 

notes posted onto Brightspace with videos of me inserted to the pdfs.  Each set of 

slides starts with “structuring questions” to guide you and me through the key 

arguments presented.  There will also be other videos/files embedded in 

Brightspace, particularly emphasizing key aspects of the overview of US politics 

as embedded in the slides.  These other sources will 1) help amplify the points I 

make in the slides, and 2) give you more insights for the discussions.  The 

reference book to be used for this course is the Rice University open-text American 

Government, 2nd ed. available for free download at: www.openstax.org and posted 

on the Brightspace homepage.  You do not have to read it every week but it is there 

to help answer questions and give you more background, should you desire.  The 

required text ordered at the Carleton bookstore is former Congressman (and Selma, 

AL voting rights activist) John Lewis’ posthumous Run (2021), the sequel to his 

earlier March series, about his activist days.  The 2021 book is about his work after 

the Voting Rights Act of 1965 had been passed by Congress and the basis for 21st 

century civil rights activism.   

We will have a mix between your reading the slides for Monday classes and I will 

convene with you every other Monday but I’ll meet you the first Monday online 

with zoom, 9/14.  We will alternate having you meet with me on Mondays and 

with your TA’s during alternate weeks during your scheduled TA sessions online.  

Each session  will have prompts for our discussions, included in the outline below 

and highlighted in the Brightspace course outline.  We will convene via Zoom, and 

the link will be provided in Brightspace.  While you are not required to turn on 

your cameras, it makes life much more interesting for everybody if you can do so.   

Learning outcomes: 

By the end of the course, you will have achieved the ability to: 

1) Identify and understand crucial aspects of why the US political framework 

is structured in such a unique way-particularly regarding the presence of 

checks and balances, both horizontal and vertical. 

http://www.openstax.org/
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2) Analyze the arguments used by both right and left (among policy makers 

and citizens) to frame their positions. 

3) Decide whether the current actions of the US government fit with the 

Constitutional framers’ statements in 1787 or not. 

4) Contribute to the evolution of the class over the six and one-half weeks in 

terms of your written and group participation. 

5) Demonstrate the ability to have respectful, university-level conversations 

about the currently-polarized nature of US politics, how it got there and 

why. 

Assignments/Assessments: 

1) To start, there will be a short introductory (ungraded) exercise which asks 

you to identify which aspects of US politics interest or puzzle you the most, 

as well as any exposure you have had to US politics.  You can also include 

any other information about yourself which you would like to.  See my 

introduction about myself on the homepage! 

2) Two short papers, 1,000 words each. Rubrics will be provided.   15% each. 

Total 30% 

3) A graded forum, requiring at least two contributions from each student, 500 

words each.   10% each, total 20%  

4) You should be prepared to participate in the vast majority of the discussions.  

If you are in a different time zone we can arrange for you to submit written 

or recorded participation.  Between my meetings with you and the TA 

meetings your participation grade is worth 20%. 

5) A book report connecting the issues of historic voting rights discrimination 

in the US and on John Lewis’ book, due November 16. 2,000 words.   A 

rubric will be provided.  It will ask you to examine the historic ways in 

which states have discriminated against African Americans on voting rights, 

what we learn from John Lewis book and the current landscape in the US 

between Republican-led states, mainly in the South, to limit the voting rolls 

in 2022 to try to take back control of the US House and the efforts of those 

in Congress, including the Congressional Black Caucus,  and the Biden 

Administration to overcome these efforts with federal legislation. Total 

value:  30%   
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Course meeting outline: 

Class I September 14 

Intro-What is Government?  Please review ppt slides.  Relevant text in American 

Government, Ch. 1 

Assignment 1:   What is the one thing you’d most like to learn about US politics?  

Are there areas in which you have had a lot of exposure to US politics? 

 Background  

September 21  Constitutional Structure  Relevant text, AG Ch 2.  Also posted 

links/files on Brightspace. 

Discussion:  what drove the Framers to make the choices they did?  How do they 

impact the conduct of US politics today? 

Post 1 on Forum this week-name 1 strength and one weakness of the US 

Constitutional structure 

Civil Liberties and Rights 

September 28  Civil Liberties AG Chs. 3, 4 

 Discussion-George Floyd, police reform, Black Lives and Asian Lives Matter 

protests 

-rights of the accused and the local nature of policing and state level of criminal 

law in the US.  All related to Amendments 4-6 (due process) and 10 of the Bill of 

Rights, local “police powers” (including health).  

October 5 Civil Rights I  Text:  Ch. 5  Extra readings posted to Brightspace  

African-American Historic inequalities and social movement efforts to change 

October 12 Civil Rights II  Women, LGBT rights, Asian-American rights, 

Indigenous rights.  

 Short paper 1 due October 19  Have African Americans reached 

equality in the US political structure?  Why or why not?  Present at 

least two pieces of evidence and include at least one out of class 

resource. 

Discussion for Civil Rights: 
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1) the important actors pushing to make the Supreme Court’s interpretation of 

the equal protection clause of the 14th amendment-“nor shall any state deny 

to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.” 

2) The intersectionality of queer and African-American identities of many of 

these pioneers. 

3) A comparison of the framing strategies of different movements.  

 

October 19   Congress Historical roots, changes in Congressional structure and 

roots of polarization.  Slides and review text if necessary (AG, Ch. 11).  Also 

links/pdf’s posted to Brightspace. 

Discussion-  

1) how has polarization increased in the Congressional structure since the 1990s 

(and previously)?  How did this contribute to the January 2021 riots?  

3) What were the goals of those who started the Black (1971) and Women’s (1977) 

caucuses in Congress?  Have they helped these groups to gain power? 

November 2 Elections (including Congressional, Presidential) 

Slides and Text, Ch. 7 

 

Discussion:  Why is it important that the vast majority of African-American 

members of the House until 2015 (88%) represented majority-minority districts but 

started to represent more majority white districts in 2018?   

November 9  Coverage of Run and lessons from the book and in general about 

race-based politics in the US 

November 16  Presidency  Chapter 12 

John Lewis paper due 

Discussion 

1) Why are Presidential appointment powers important and how has new 

President Biden made use of them?  

2) How is Deb Haaland, the first Indigenous Cabinet Secretary in US history, 

adapting an MMIW inquiry to the US based on the Canadian framework? 
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3) What is Kamala Harris, the first VP of colour in the US contributing to 

President Biden’s administration? 

4) What are the limits to Presidential power?   

 

November 23  Supreme Court  Text Ch. 13 

 

1) What is the nature of political appointments to the US Supreme Court.  Please 

compare the clips of Clarence Thomas’ nomination hearings (and Anita Hill’s 

interrogation in the Senate Judiciary Committee) in 1991 with Ruth Bader 

Ginsburg’s questions by the same committee in 1993 (links/files).  

2) Why did the US Supreme Court become so powerful in policymaking early on 

in the US? 

3) Where does it choose to limit itself? 

 

 

 

November 30 Political Parties  Text Ch. 9 and others on Brightspace 

 

Second short paper due-is the US Supreme Court in fact the most powerful in 

the world?  Why or why not? 

 

December 7  Campaign Finance 

 

Slides; Discussion  

1) Why was the Citizens’ United (2010) case so important yet not 

surprising? 

Second Forum post:  Given the role of money in US campaigns (especially 

national ones), is the US truly a democracy?  Why or why not? 
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Appendix 

 

Covid-19 Information 

 
All members of the Carleton community are required to follow COVID-19 prevention 
measures and all mandatory public health requirements (e.g. wearing a mask, physical 
distancing, hand hygiene, respiratory and cough etiquette) and mandatory self-
screening prior to coming to campus daily. 
 
If you feel ill or exhibit COVID-19 symptoms while on campus or in class, please leave 
campus immediately, self-isolate, and complete the mandatory symptom reporting tool. 
For purposes of contact tracing, attendance will be recorded in all classes and labs. 
Participants can check in using posted QR codes through the cuScreen platform where 
provided. Students who do not have a smartphone will be required to complete a paper 
process as indicated on the COVID-19 website. 
 
All members of the Carleton community are required to follow guidelines regarding safe 
movement and seating on campus (e.g. directional arrows, designated entrances and 
exits, designated seats that maintain physical distancing). In order to avoid congestion, 
allow all previous occupants to fully vacate a classroom before entering. No food or 
drinks are permitted in any classrooms or labs. 
 
For the most recent information about Carleton’s COVID-19 response and required 
measures, please see the University’s COVID-19 webpage and review the Frequently 
Asked Questions (FAQs). Should you have additional questions after reviewing, please 
contact covidinfo@carleton.ca 
 
Please note that failure to comply with University policies and mandatory public health 
requirements, and endangering the safety of others are considered misconduct under 
the Student Rights and Responsibilities Policy. Failure to comply with Carleton’s 
COVID-19 procedures may lead to supplementary action involving Campus Safety 
and/or Student Affairs. 
 
Requests for Academic Accommodation 
 
You may need special arrangements to meet your academic obligations during the 
term. For an accommodation request, the processes are as follows:  
 
Pregnancy accommodation: Please contact your instructor with any requests for 
academic accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible 
after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more details, visit the Equity 
Services website: carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-
Accommodation.pdf. 
 

https://carleton.ca/covid19/screening/
https://carleton.ca/covid19/screening/
https://carleton.ca/covid19/covid-19-symptom-reporting/
http://carleton.ca/covid19
https://carleton.ca/covid19/
https://carleton.ca/covid19/faq/
https://carleton.ca/covid19/faq/
mailto:covidinfo@carleton.ca
https://carleton.ca/studentaffairs/student-rights-and-responsibilities/
http://carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf
http://carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf
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Religious accommodation: Please contact your instructor with any requests for 
academic accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible 
after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more details, visit the Equity 
Services website: carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-
Accommodation.pdf. 
 
Accommodations for students with disabilities: If you have a documented disability 
requiring academic accommodations in this course, please contact the Paul Menton 
Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a 
formal evaluation or contact your PMC coordinator to send your instructor your Letter of 
Accommodation at the beginning of the term. You must also contact the PMC no later 
than two weeks before the first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring 
accommodation (if applicable). After requesting accommodation from PMC, reach out to 
your instructor as soon as possible to ensure accommodation arrangements are made. 
For more information, please visit carleton.ca/pmc. 
 
Accommodation for student activities: Carleton University recognizes the substantial 
benefits, both to the individual student and for the university, that result from a student 
participating in activities beyond the classroom experience. Reasonable 
accommodation must be provided to students who engage in student activities at the 
national or international level. Please contact your instructor with any requests for 
academic accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible 
after the need for accommodation is known to exist. https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-
content/uploads/Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-1.pdf. 
 
For more information on academic accommodation, please contact the departmental 
administrator or visit: students.carleton.ca/course-outline. 
 
Sexual Violence Policy 
 
As a community, Carleton University is committed to maintaining a positive learning, 
working and living environment where sexual violence will not be tolerated. Survivors 
are supported through academic accommodations as per Carleton's Sexual Violence 
Policy. For more information about the services available at the university and to obtain 
information about sexual violence and/or support, visit: carleton.ca/sexual-violence-
support. 
 
Plagiarism 
 
The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, the 
ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This includes reproducing 
or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, 
regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or 
reference to the original source. Examples of sources from which the ideas, expressions 
of ideas or works of others may be drawn from include but are not limited to: books, 
articles, papers, literary compositions and phrases, performance compositions, 

http://carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf
http://carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf
mailto:pmc@carleton.ca
http://carleton.ca/pmc
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-1.pdf
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-1.pdf
http://students.carleton.ca/course-outline
http://carleton.ca/sexual-violence-support
http://carleton.ca/sexual-violence-support
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chemical compounds, art works, laboratory reports, research results, calculations and 
the results of calculations, diagrams, constructions, computer reports, computer 
code/software, material on the internet and/or conversations. 
 
Examples of plagiarism include, but are not limited to:  
 

 any submission prepared in whole or in part, by someone else; 
 using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, paraphrased material, algorithms, 

formulae, scientific or mathematical concepts, or ideas without appropriate 
acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

 using another’s data or research findings without appropriate acknowledgement; 
 submitting a computer program developed in whole or in part by someone else, 

with or without modifications, as one’s own; and 
 failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using 

another’s work and/or failing to use quotations marks. 
 
Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s 
instructor.  The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, 
including an interview with the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has 
been plagiarized.  Penalties are not trivial. They may include a mark of zero for the 
plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  
 
More information on the University’s Academic Integrity Policy can be found at: 
https://carleton.ca/registrar/academic-integrity/. 
 
Intellectual property  
 
Student or professor materials created for this course (including presentations and 
posted notes, labs, case studies, assignments and exams) remain the intellectual 
property of the author(s). They are intended for personal use and may not be 
reproduced or redistributed without prior written consent of the author(s). 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work 
 
Papers must be submitted directly to the instructor according to the instructions in the 
course outline. During the COVID-19 pandemic, the departmental office will not accept 
assignments submitted in hard copy.  
 
Grading 
 
Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor, subject to the approval of 
the faculty Dean. Final standing in courses will be shown by alphabetical grades. The 
system of grades used, with corresponding grade points is: 
  

https://carleton.ca/registrar/academic-integrity/


10 
 

Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 

90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 

85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 

80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 

77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 

73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 

70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 
Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval of 
the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to 
revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Carleton E-mail Accounts 
 
All email communication to students from the Department of Political Science will be via 
official Carleton University e-mail accounts and/or Brightspace.  As important course 
and university information is distributed this way, it is the student’s responsibility to 
monitor their Carleton University email accounts and Brightspace.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society 
 
The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made its mission to provide a social 
environment for politically inclined students and faculty. By hosting social events, 
including Model Parliament, debates, professional development sessions and more, 
CPSS aims to involve all political science students at Carleton University. Our mandate 
is to arrange social and academic activities in order to instill a sense of belonging within 
the Department and the larger University community. Members can benefit through our 
networking opportunities, academic engagement initiatives and numerous events which 
aim to complement both academic and social life at Carleton University. To find out 
more, visit us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/CarletonPoliticalScienceSociety/. 
 
Official Course Outline 
 
The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the official course outline. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/CarletonPoliticalScienceSociety/

