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Carleton University 

Late Summer 2018 

Department of Political Science 

 

PSCI 2302 A 

History of Political Thought II 

Mondays & Wednesdays. 11:35 - 14:25 

Please confirm location on Carleton Central 

 

Contact Information 

Instructor: Dr. Guillaume Sauvé 

Office: 3314 Richcraft Hall 

Telephone: 613-520-2600 ext. 2888 (no voice mail) 

Office Hours: Mondays. 3:00pm-4:00pm 

Email: guillaume.sauve@carleton.ca 

 

Course Description 

The course will provide an overview of the history of Western political thought from the 16
th

 to the 19
th

 

centuries, from the Renaissance to the Industrial Revolution. This crucial period witnessed the emergence of 

modern societies, reflecting a comprehensive transformation of the way we think of ourselves and the world we 

live in. In rejection of the holistic perspectives of classical and medieval thought, modern thinkers came to 

conceive the political community as the result of an agreement between free and rational individuals. Ancient 

concepts evolved and new ones emerged, thus establishing some the fundamental categories of political 

analysis: individual rights, sovereignty, the nation-state, etc. The general aim of this course is to challenge the 

apparent self-evidence of these notions by showing how their meaning was shaped by the writings of important 

authors from the modern times. This historical approach to political thought sheds light both on the general 

current of modernity running to this day and on the specific social and political conditions in which theoretical 

reflection takes place.     

 

The course should provide the students with a historically grounded knowledge of the fundamentals of modern 

political thought. It should also foster their analytical abilities - in identifying the main ideas and arguments of 

unfamiliar texts - and discursive abilities- in mobilising and synthesising these ideas in discussions in class, as 

well as in short essays. 
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Readings 

The following books are available for purchase at the Carleton University Bookstore: 

- Niccolò Machiavelli, Selected Political Writings (Hackett). 

- Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan (Hackett).  

- John Locke, Second Treatise of Government (Hackett)  

- Jean-Jacques Rousseau, The Basic Political Writings (Hackett).  

- Karl Marx, Selected Writings (Hackett). 

Other readings for the course are available on cuLearn 

  

Evaluation 

25% - First essay: 6-8 pages double-spaced (due July 23 at the beginning of class)  

25% - Second essay: 6-8 pages double-spaced (due August 15 at the beginning of class)  

10% - Attendance/Participation 

40% - Final Exam (scheduled by Register) 

 

Essays 

The essays will focus on lectures and class readings. No outside sources or complementary readings allowed. 

The evaluation will be based on the understanding of the texts, on the clarity and strength of the argument, and 

on the relevance of the citations from class readings. Attention will also be given to writing style, including 

proper spelling and use of grammar. 

Each essay will be 6-8 pages in length, double-spaced, in 12-point Times New Roman and is worth 25% of 

the final grade. The essay topics will be posted on cuLearn two weeks before the due date of each essay. More 

specific guidelines will be handed out at the same time. The essays are due as hard copies at the beginning of 

class on July 23 and August 15. No electronic submission allowed. There will be no extensions of the 

deadlines, except in cases of documented medical or family emergencies. Late submissions will be accepted but 

penalised by 3% per day, to seven days.  

Late essays must be submitted to the drop-box of the Political Science Department (B640 Loeb). There will be a 

mandatory late penalty for any papers collected from the drop box without prior approval, even on the date the 

assignment is due. The drop-box is emptied every weekday at 4 p.m. and all items collected at that time are 

date-stamped with that day’s date. Moreover, any assignment submitted after 4 p.m. on a Friday will be 

collected the following Monday morning, and will be stamped with the Monday’s date.  
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Final Exam 

A comprehensive final exam, worth 40% of the final grade, will be scheduled during the exam period (August 

18-24) and will cover all lectures and class readings. The format will be short answers and short essay 

questions, to be selected from a list of several topics. 

 

Class Schedule 

Week 1: Introduction 

 July 4 ------- Introduction class – no assigned reading 

Week 2: Machiavelli 

 July 9 ------- Essay questions posted on cuLearn.  

            Machiavelli. The Prince, chapters 15-19, 21, 24-26. 

 July 11 ------ Machiavelli, Discourses, preface, chapters 1-6, 11-12, 26-27, 58 

Week 3: Hobbes 

 July 16 ------ Hobbes, Leviathan, Introduction, Part I, chapters 6, 13-16. 

 July 18 ------ Hobbes, Leviathan, Part II, chapters 17-22, 29-30. 

Week 4: Locke & Rousseau 

 July 23 ------ First essay due at the beginning of class  

            Locke, Second Treatise of Government, chapters 2, 3, 6-9, 18-19. 

 July 25 ------ Rousseau, Discourse on the Origin of Inequality, preface and First discourse 

Week 5: Rousseau & Constant 

 July 30 ------ Essay questions posted on cuLearn 

            Rousseau, Discourse on the Origin of Inequality, second discourse 

 August 1 ---- Constant, The Liberty of the Ancients Compared with that of the Moderns, entire. 

Week 6: Marx 

 August 6 ---- Civic holiday. University closed. 

 August 8 ---- Marx, Selections from The German Ideology   

Week 7: Marx & Conclusion 

 August 13--- Marx, On the Jewish Question; Marx and Engels, The communist manifesto 

 August 15 -- Second essay due at the beginning of class  

           Conclusion and exam review 
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Accommodation 

You may need special arrangements to meet your academic obligations during the term. For an accommodation 

request the processes are as follows:  

 

Pregnancy obligation: write to me with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two weeks 

of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more details visit the 

Department of Equity Services website: http://www.carleton.ca/equity/ 

Religious obligation: write to me with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two weeks of 

class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more details visit the 

Department of Equity Services website: http://www.carleton.ca/equity/ 

 

Academic Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: The Paul Menton Centre for Students with 

Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health 

disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic 

medical conditions, and impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a disability requiring 

academic accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a 

formal evaluation. If you are already registered with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to send me 

your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two weeks before the first in-class 

scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). Requests made within two weeks will be 

reviewed on a case-by-case basis. After requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with me to ensure 

accommodation arrangements are made. Please consult the PMC website (www.carleton.ca/pmc) for the 

deadline to request accommodations for the formally-scheduled exam (if applicable).  

 

You can visit the Department of Equity Services website to view the policies and to obtain more detailed 

information on academic accommodation at   http://www.carleton.ca/equity/ 

 

Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, the ideas, 

expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.” This can include:  

• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, regardless of the 

source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or reference to the original source;  

• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in whole or in part, 

by someone else;  

• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without appropriate 

acknowledgment in any academic assignment;  

• using another’s data or research findings;  

• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works and/or failing 

to use quotation marks;  

• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without prior written 

permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs.  

 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor. The Associate 

Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the student, when an 

instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized. Penalties are not trivial. They may include a mark of 

zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  

Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be submitted directly to the instructor according to the 

instructions in the course outline and will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may 

be submitted to the drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business 

day at 4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor. For essays not returned in 

http://www.carleton.ca/equity/
http://www.carleton.ca/equity/
mailto:pmc@carleton.ca
http://www.carleton.ca/pmc
http://www.carleton.ca/equity/
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class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail. 

Final exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned.  

 

Grading: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor, subject to the approval of the faculty 

Dean. Final standing in courses will be shown by alphabetical grades. The system of grades used, with 

corresponding grade points is: 
Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 

90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 

85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 

80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 

77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 

73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 

70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 

Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval of 

the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to revision. No grades are 

final until they have been approved by the Dean.  

 

Carleton E-mail Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of Political Science will 

be via official Carleton university e-mail accounts and/or cuLearn. As important course and University 

information is distributed this way, it is the student’s responsibility to monitor their Carleton and cuLearn 

accounts.  

 

Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made its mission to 

provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding social events, debates, and 

panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science students at Carleton University. Our mandate is to 

arrange social and academic activities in order to instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the 

larger University community. Members can benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement 

both academic and social life at Carleton University. To find out more, visit 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/politicalsciencesociety/ or come to our office in Loeb D688.  

 

Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the official course 

outline. 


