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Department Political Science      Early Summer 2018 
Carleton University  

 
PSCI 3006A 

Social Power in Canadian Politics 
Tuesday & Thursday, 11:35-2:25 

Confirm location on Carleton Central 
 
Instructor:  Christina Gabriel 
Office:   Loeb D692 
Phone:   520-2600 x. 1413 
E-mail:   christina.gabriel@carleton.ca  
Office Hours:  By appointment  
 
Course Description: 
This course explores the role of social forces in Canadian political life including advocacy 
groups, social movements and elites.  It will focus on some of approaches and tools that scholars 
have developed to examine collective action, strategies and state society relations.  Through a 
case study approach the course addresses how actors and groups have been successful (or not) in 
influencing public policy and changing definitions of the ‘political’. 
 
Format: 
Classes combine lectures with discussions of assigned readings and films. Weekly lectures will 
focus on identified topics. Lectures complement assigned readings but there is not necessarily a 
one-to-one correspondence. It is expected that all students will do the assigned readings prior to 
the class. 
 
Course Materials: 
There is one required book for this course.  It is available through the university bookstore. 
Suzanne Staggenborg and Howard Ramos. 2016. Social Movements. Third Edition. Toronto: 
Oxford University Press. 
 
All other course materials are available through the Ares System on CuLearn and through the 
Reserve Desk at the library. Many readings are available electronically.  If you encounter a 
problem please advise the Professor immediately. 
 
Evaluation: 
Students will be evaluated on the following basis 
 
• Essay Proposal*     10% 
Students will be required to write an essay proposal of three to five pages. These proposals will 
identify a topic, working thesis, key claims as well as a short annotated bibliography. Essay 
questions and further instructions will be distributed in class.  
Due: May 24, 2018 
 
• Research Essay*     25% 
Students will submit a ten-page research paper based on their proposal.  Further information will 
be distributed in class. 
Due: June 19, 2018 
 
• Mid Term**     20% 

mailto:christina_gabriel@carleton.ca
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The mid-term test will take place during class time on May 29, 2018. The test will be comprised 
of three questions. Students will be required to answer two questions using essay format. It will 
be based on all material covered in class up to and including May 24, 2018. 
 
• Final Exam     35% 
There will be a three-hour exam based on lectures, films and required readings. The exam will 
include: terms – identify and state the significance of; short answer video related questions; 
longer essay answers. It will take place in the official exam period, June 20-21. It is your 
responsibility to make sure that you will be available for the examination.  
 
• Attendance & Participation:   10% 
Five per cent of the final grade will be determined based solely on the percentage of classes the 
student attends.  Attendance will be taken in class. It is your responsibility to be on time and to 
ensure you sign the attendance sheet. 
 
Five per cent of the final grade will be based on participation. Participation will be based on a 
student’s active, informed and thoughtful participation in class. 
 
STUDENTS MUST COMPLETE ALL COURSE REQUIREMENTS IN ORDER TO 
OBTAIN A FINAL GRADE 
 
*Policies on Assignments: 
All assignments in this course must be 12 pt font, double-spaced and have standard one-inch 
margins. As much as possible they should be free of spelling and grammatical errors. They must 
include appropriate citations (endnotes or footnotes) and bibliography.  
 
The University takes instructional offences (including plagiarism) very seriously. Please make 
sure that you are familiar with the regulations regarding instructional offences, which are outlined 
in the Undergraduate Calendar. Also, it is not acceptable to submit the same assignment in two 
different courses. 
 
Assignments are due at the beginning of class on the date specified. They should be submitted 
directly to the Professor in class. If this is not possible use the Political Science Drop Box located 
on the sixth floor of the Loeb Building. The Drop Box is emptied daily at 4:00 p.m.  Papers 
received after this time will be date stamped the following working day.  
 
Please do not submit papers to the staff in the Political Science Office or anyone else in the 
office.  Late papers without a date stamp will be assessed a penalty based on the date the 
Professor actually receives the paper. 
 
Do not slip assignments under my office door, post them on my office door or place them it in my 
mailbox. Do not submit assignments by e-mail or fax. It is the student’s responsibility to ensure 
that the Professor receives papers and it is the student’s responsibility to collect the graded paper 
in a timely fashion. Students should make a copy of all of their assignments before submitting 
them and are advised to keep all notes and drafts of work until after the final grade has been 
assigned and awarded. 
 
**Policies on Mid-Term Test: 
Please inform your Professor as soon as possible if you miss the mid-term test. Students will be 
permitted to write a rescheduled mid-term only in cases of special circumstances, (e.g. illness, 
bereavement) and where the student has verifiable documentation.  



 3 

 
A rescheduled mid-term will take place on June 8, 2018 from 9:00 to 11:00.  
 
*** Late Penalties 
Assignments are due on the dates specified in the course outline. Late papers will be subject to a 
penalty of 5% a day not including weekends. The essay proposal will not be accepted one week 
after the due date.  Late research essays will not be accepted after Tuesday, June 26. 
 
No retroactive extensions will be permitted. Do not ask for an extension on the due date of the 
assignment. Exceptions will be made only in those cases of special circumstances, (e.g. illness, 
bereavement) and where the student has verifiable documentation. If you anticipate a problem 
with one of the above deadlines please approach me as soon as you can in advance of the 
assignment. 
 
E-mail Policy 
Students should use e-mail for quick questions and to set up appointments outside of regularly 
scheduled office hours. E-mail will be answered within two business days. Do not submit any 
class assignments by e-mail unless you have made an arrangement with the instructor. 

 
 

Lecture and Reading Schedule 
 

May 8  Introduction to Course: The Study of Collective Action 
• Course Overview 

 
• Miriam Smith. 2014. “Theories of Group and Movement Organizing”. In Group Politics and 

Social Movements in Canada. 2nd edition. Editor Miriam Smith. Toronto: UTP Press. Pp. xi-
xxxi. 

• Suzanne Staggenborg and Howard Ramos. 2016. “Introduction” Social Movements. Third 
Edition. Toronto: Oxford University Press. pp.1-11 

 
May 10  Collective Action I: Historical Contexts 
• Miriam Smith. 2018. “Historical Trajectories of Influence in Canadian Politics”. In A Civil 

Society? Collective Actors in Canadian Political Life. Second Edition Toronto: UTP. Pp. 33-
70 

• Suzanne Staggenborg and Howard Ramos. 2016. “The Protest Cycle of the 1960s”. In Social 
Movements. Third Edition. Toronto: Oxford University Press. Pp. 64-80. 

 
Discussion Question: What accounts for the decline of 1960s social movements? How did some 
movements survive beyond the decline? 
 
Film: “Bloody Saturday: The Winnipeg General Strike”  2007 (45 minutes) TBC 
 
May 15  Collective Action II:  Media 
• Edwin Amenta, et. al. 2017. “From Bias to Coverage: What Explains How News 

Organizations Treat Social Movements” Sociology Compass. 11:3 pp. 1-12 
• Joanna Redden. “Poverty in the News” Information, Communication and Society 14:6 pp. 

820-849 
 
Film:  We Are Legion 2012 The Story of Hactivists (Abridged 60 minutes) – 274913  
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Discussion Question: What social movement organizations and activist actions attract media 
attention? What is it about the organization or activity that gets coverage. 

 
May 17  Political Consumerism 
• Rod Bantjes. 2007. “Consumer-Citizen: The Market as a Social Movement Tool” In Social 

Movements in a Global Context. Toronto: Canadian Scholars Press. 
• M. Micheletti and D. Stolle. 2015. “Consumer Strategies in Social Movements” In The 

Oxford Handbook of Social Movements. Editors D. della Porta and M. Diani. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press 

 
Discussion Question: Why is political consumerism a popular tactic? What are the strengths and 
weaknesses of this strategy? 
 
May 22  Business Interests & Activism 
• Jamie Brownlee. 2005. “Intersectional Policy Organizations”. In Ruling Canada. Corporate 

Cohesion and Democracy. Halifax: Fernwood. Pp. 72-94. 
• Peter Clancy. 2014. “Business Interests and Civil Society in Canada”. In Group Politics and 

Social Movements in Canada. 2nd edition. Editor Miriam Smith. Toronto: UTP Press. Pp. 5-
32 

 
Discussion Question: Do business groups occupy a privileged position in society? 
 
May 24  Labour Movements 
• Aziz Choudry. 2012. “Organizing Migrant and Immigrant Workers in Canada”. In Rethinking 

the Politics of Labour in Canada. Editors Stephanie Ross and Larry Savage. Halifax: 
Fernwood Press. pp.171-183. 

• Charlotte Yates and Amanda Coles. 2014. “Party On or Party’s Over?: Organized Labour and 
Canadian Politics. In Group Politics and Social Movements in Canada. 2nd edition. Editor 
Miriam Smith. Toronto: UTP Press. pp. 33-52. 

 
Film: “WAL-TOWN: The Film” (National Film Board of Canada 2006) – 67 minutes – TBC 
 
Discussion Question: What are the key challenges facing organized labour today? What strategies 
are required for union renewal? 
 
Essay Proposal Due in Class 
 
May 29  Mid Term Test in Class 
 
May 31  Women’s Movement 
• Cheryl Collier. 2014. “Not Quite the Death of Organized Feminism in Canada: 

Understanding the Demise of the National Action Committee on the Status of Women” 
Canadian Political Science Review  8:2  

• Suzanne Staggenborg and Howard Ramos. 2016. “The Women’s Movement”. In Social 
Movements. Third Edition. Toronto: Oxford University Press. Pp. 106-131. 
 

Film: ‘Women's March on Washington: Stronger Together” - March 2017 – 21 minutes 
(CBC14115) 
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Discussion Question: To what extent has the women’s movement declined since the years of the 
‘second wave’? What explains the endurance or decline of the movement? 
 
June 5  Indigenous Activism 
• Suzanne Staggenborg and Howard Ramos. 2016. “Indigenous Protest”. In Social Movements. 

Third Edition. Toronto: Oxford University Press. Pp. 81-105. 
• Catharine Corrigan Brown and Rima Wilkes. 2012. “Picturing Protest: The Visual Legacy of 

Collective Action by First Nations” American Behavioral Scientist. 56:2 pp. 223-43 

Film: “The Oka Legacy” 2015 (CBC 7673) – 44 minutes 

Guest: Steven Orr, PhD Candidate, Political Science 

June 7  Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgendered Movement 
• Suzanne Staggenborg and Howard Ramos. 2016. “The LGBT Movement”. In Social 

Movements. Third Edition. Toronto: Oxford University Press. pp. 132-154 
• Miriam Smith. 2011. “Queering Public Policy: A Canadian Experience”. In Critical Policy 

Studies. Vancouver: UBC Press. pp. 91-110 
 
Film:  “Pride Denied: Homonationalism and the Future of Queer Politics” 2016, 61 minutes 
(278412) 
 
Discussion Question: What have ‘liberationist’ and ‘equal rights’ strategies each contributed to 
the movement and its successes? 
  
June 12 Environmental Movements 
• Suzanne Staggenborg and Howard Ramos. 2016. “The Environmental Movement”. In Social 

Movements. Third Edition. Toronto: Oxford University Press. pp. 132-154 
• Catherine Corrigall Brown. 2016. “What Gets Covered? An Examination of Media Coverage 

of the Environmental Movement in Canada”. Canadian Review of Sociology. 53:1 pp. 72-93. 
 
Film: “Greenpeace, The Story. (274505) 2012 – 52 minutes – TBC 
 
Discussion Question: What are the strengths and weaknesses of Greenpeace’s media-based 
strategy? How might new communications technologies affect this strategy? 
 
June 14  Anti-Poverty Activism 
• Jonathan Green. 2014. “Mobilizing On the Defensive: Anti-Poverty Advocacy and Activism 

in Times of Austerity”. In Group Politics and Social Politics. 2nd Edition. Editor Miriam 
Smith. Toronto: University of Toronto Press. pp. 75-96. 

• Scott Neigh. 2012. “Against Poverty: Josephine Grey on Poor People’s Struggles for Human 
Rights”. In Resisting the State. Nova Scotia: Fernwood Press. 

 
Discussion Question: Discuss the strategies used by anti-poverty activists. 
  
June 19 A Global Civil Society?  & Conclusions 
• Suzanne Staggenborg and Howard Ramos. 2016. “Social Movements and Social Change. In 

Social Movements. Third Edition. Toronto: Oxford University Press. pp. 210-215 
 
• Kathleen Rodgers. 2018 “Globalization and social Movements”. In Protest, Activism and 

Social Movements Toronto: Oxford University Press.  Pp 208-228 
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Essay Due in Class 
 

Note: There is a Final Exam in the Exam Period 
 
 
Academic Accommodations 

The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with 
Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and 
impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a disability requiring academic 
accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a 
formal evaluation. If you are already registered with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to 
send me your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two weeks 
before the first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). After 
requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with me to ensure accommodation arrangements are 
made. Please consult the PMC website for the deadline to request accommodations for the 
formally-scheduled exam (if applicable).  

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances 
should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic 
requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as 
possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before 
the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an 
individual basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make 
accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and 
students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to 
contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make 
an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first 
academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, 
the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   
 
• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, 

regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or reference 
to the original source; 

• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in 
whole or in part, by someone else; 

• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 
appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

• using another’s data or research findings; 
• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works 

and/or failing to use quotation marks; 
• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without 

prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 

mailto:pmc@carleton.ca
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Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  
The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with 
the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not 
trivial. They may include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the 
course.  
Student or professor materials created for this course (including presentations and posted notes, 
labs, case studies, assignments and exams) remain the intellectual property of the author(s). They 
are intended for personal use and may not be reproduced or redistributed without prior written 
consent of the author(s). 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be submitted directly to the instructor 
according to the instructions in the course outline and will not be date-stamped in the 
departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the corridor outside 
B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that day's 
date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Final 
exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 

Grading:  Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor, subject to the approval of 
the faculty Dean. Final standing in courses will be shown by alphabetical grades. The system of 
grades used, with corresponding grade points is: 

 
Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 
90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 
85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 
80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 
77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 
73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 
70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to 
the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be 
subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Carleton E-mail Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of 
Political Science will be via official Carleton university e-mail accounts and/or cuLearn.  As 
important course and University information is distributed this way, it is the student’s 
responsibility to monitor their Carleton and cuLearn accounts.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made its 
mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding 
social events, debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science students 
at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and academic activities in order to instill 
a sense of belonging within the Department and the larger University community. Members can 
benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement both academic and social life at 
Carleton University. To find out more, visit 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/politicalsciencesociety/ 
or come to our office in Loeb D688. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/politicalsciencesociety/
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Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the official 
course outline.  
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