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Carleton University         Fall 2018 
Department of Political Science     
 

  PSCI 4604 Selected Problems in IPE 
Politics and Political Economy of the Asia-Pacific 

                       
 

Instructor: Supanai Sookmark   
Office:   Loeb B647 
Office Hours: Monday 2:45 – 4 pm.  
Phone:   613-520-2600 ext. 4129 (no voicemail)   
Email:   supanai.sookmark@carleton.ca 
 
Course Description: The main aim of this course is to provide students with the opportunity to 
explore theories, practices, and contemporary debates of the politics and political economy of the 
Asia-Pacific region with a focus on the themes of development, democratic transition, and 
regional governance, particularly in Southeast Asia. By the end of the course, students should 
develop critical knowledge of these subject matters and deepen their knowledge and 
understanding on certain topics through their individual research project. 
 
Textbooks:  There are no required textbooks for this course.  Most readings, which are from 
journal articles, can be accessed through the MacOdrum Library’s electronic journals, ARES, or 
cuLearn. 
 
Course Format: Weekly seminars are held on Monday from 11:35-14:25. Except for the first 
week, which is an introductory session, each seminar consists of a brief introduction by the 
instructor, an agenda setting session where designated students explain why they come up with 
their discussion questions, and with the help of the instructor, a seminar agenda (themes and 
questions) will be created, to be followed by class discussion.  The instructor may introduce 
different discussion formats and other class activities occasionally to complement the weekly 
seminar.   
 
Evaluation:  Students will be evaluated based on their seminar participation, two small reaction 
papers, and one research paper.  Marks are assigned as follows. 
 
Seminar participation   25% 
Reaction papers   40% (20% each) 
Research paper (due on Dec. 7) 35%  

Participation:  Seminar participation will be evaluated based on 1) attendance (5%), 2) one 
seminar assignment (10%), and 3) good-quality and active contribution to class discussions 
(10%).   

1) Attendance is mandatory as it is an important element of a seminar.  Students should try not 
to miss any classes without a legitimate reason.  The instructor should be informed (preferably in 
advance) of students’ absence. 

mailto:supanai.sookmark@carleton.ca
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2) A seminar assignment includes 1) preparing for three discussion questions that draw from all 
the required readings. Students will submit these questions at least 24 hours in advance of the 
seminar (i.e. no later than 11:30 am on Sunday) to the instructor who will disseminate the 
questions through cuLearn.  2) At the seminar, students will lead off the agenda setting session 
by explaining the rationales and contexts of their questions, i.e. where they are coming from, and 
be ready to provide their own answers and comments in the course of the discussion. The 
questions, their rationales and contexts, and the answers need to be submitted to the instructor in 
writing (hard copy) at the beginning of class. Students will be asked to sign up for this 
assignment, which they will do once in the course, during the first class.   

3) Good-quality and active contribution should reflect students’ knowledge and critical 
understanding of the reading materials and their enthusiasm to participate in a seminar.  
Accordingly, it is mandatory to complete all required readings and give them a careful thought 
before coming to class in order to be ready to contribute to the discussion.  Students are also 
encouraged to bring questions with regard to the weekly readings to class to add to the seminar 
agenda and discussion. 
 
Reaction Papers:  Students will write two small (5-7 pages, double-spaced) papers on two of 
the weekly topics of their choice.  The paper should focus on one key issue discussed in the 
weekly readings.  The objective is to analyze and provide an argument (not simply summarize) 
on how the issue in question is addressed by the authors.  Your reaction may include your 
agreement and/or disagreement with the views presented in the readings, an evaluation of the 
ideas or policy discussed and their relevance in today’s context, or a critique on the validity of 
the author(s)’ arguments, etc.  The most important thing is to elaborate your arguments 
coherently and convincingly.  Evaluation will be based on your ability to present a critical and 
sound analysis that demonstrates that you have carefully and critically thought about the readings 
and the issue at hand.  Good organization and ability to write persuasively and coherently are 
also expected in a good paper.  The assignment does not require consulting other sources aside 
from the required readings.  It is due the following week after the selected topic has been 
discussed.  To receive early feedback, students are strongly encouraged to write their first 
reaction paper no later than week 6.   
 
Research Paper:  Students will write a longer research paper (13-15 pages, double-spaced) 
based on a topic directly related to the themes and issues of the course.  The due date is 
December 7 (last seminar).  Students are required to submit a proposal (1-2 pages) for their 
paper (which includes a topic, background information or debate, tentative arguments, and 
preliminary and potential sources of reference) to be approved by the instructor as soon as 
possible but no later than November 5. The research paper will be graded based on the quality of 
research, critical and coherent thesis, well-substantiated arguments and evidence, and good 
writing and organization.   
 
Paper Submission and Late Paper Policy: All assignments must be submitted through a 
designated cuLearn drop-box on the due date (by 11:55 pm).  Late papers are penalized 2% of 
the total mark per day.   
 
======================================================== 
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Seminar Topics and Readings:    
  

There may be changes in the required readings upon the instructor’s discretion. 
 

Week 1 (Sep. 10):   Introduction 
 
 
Week 2 (Sep. 17):  Getting to Know Southeast Asia 
 
Required  
 
Helen Nesadurai, “The Political Economy of Southeast Asia's Foreign Economic Policies and 
Relations”, in Saadia Pekkanen, John Ravenhill, and Rosemay Foot, (eds.), The Oxford  
Handbook of the International Relations of Asia, Oxford University Press: Oxford, 2014, 
chapter12. 
 
 
Week 3 (Sep. 24): Approaches to Development and Developmental State 
  
Required 
  
 Paul Burkett, Martin Hart-Landsberg: “East Asia and the Crisis of Development Theory”, 
Journal of Contemporary Asia, Vol.28, No.4 (1998), pp.435-456. 
 
Richard Doner, Bryan Ritchie, and Dan Slater (2005), “Systemic Vulnerability and the Origins 
of Developmental States: Northeast and Southeast Asia in Comparative 
Perspective,” International Organization, Vol. 59, No. 2, 2005, pp. 327-361. 
  
Wonik Kim: “Rethinking Colonialism and the Origins of the Developmental State in East 
Asia”, Journal of Contemporary Asia, Vol.39, No.3 (2009), pp. 382-399. 
  
Peter Evans and Patrick Heller, “Human Development, State Transformation and the Politics of 
the Developmental State,” in Stephan Leibfried et al (eds.), The Oxford Handbook of 
Transformations of the State, Oxford University Press: Oxford, 2015, chapter 37 
(draft).  Available at  http://sociology.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/faculty/evans/Evans%20-
Heller%20Devel%20State%20%26%20Human%20Devel%20Oxon%20State%20Hdbk%20Fina
l%20Draft%202012.pdf 
 
 

Week 4 (Oct. 1):   Asian Development Models in Practice 

Required 

Chung-Sok Suh & Seung-Ho Kwon, “Whither the Developmental State in South Korea? 
Balancing Welfare and Neoliberalism,” Asian Studies Review, Volume 38, No. 4 (2014), pp 676-

http://sociology.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/faculty/evans/Evans%20-Heller%20Devel%20State%20%26%20Human%20Devel%20Oxon%20State%20Hdbk%20Final%20Draft%202012.pdf
http://sociology.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/faculty/evans/Evans%20-Heller%20Devel%20State%20%26%20Human%20Devel%20Oxon%20State%20Hdbk%20Final%20Draft%202012.pdf
http://sociology.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/faculty/evans/Evans%20-Heller%20Devel%20State%20%26%20Human%20Devel%20Oxon%20State%20Hdbk%20Final%20Draft%202012.pdf
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692. 

Kristen Nordhaug, “China's Decentralized and Inegalitarian Developmental State,” Forum for 
Development Studies, Volume 39, No. 3 (2012), pp. 407-433. 

Hal Hill, “Is There a Southeast Asian Development Model?”, Discussion Paper Series No. 26, 
University of Freiburg, Department of International Economic Policy, 2014.  Access at 
http://www.vwl-iwipol.uni-
freiburg.de/iwipol/discussion_papers/DP26_Hill_Is_There_a_Southeast_Asian_Development_M
odel.pdf 

Richard Doner and Ben Schneider, “The Middle-Income Trap: More Politics than Economics”, 
World Politics, Volume 68, Number 4 (2016), pp. 608-644. 

 

Oct. 8  Thanksgiving—No Class 

 

Week 5 (Oct. 15):   Approaches to Asian Regionalism  
 
Required 

Amitav Acharya, “How Ideas Spread: Whose Norms Matter? Norm Localization 
and Institutional Change in Asian Regionalism,” International Organization, Volume 58, Spring 
(2004), pp. 239–275. 
 
Richard Stubbs, “ASEAN's leadership in East Asian Region-Building: Strength in Weakness,” 
The Pacific Review, Volume 27, No. 4 (2014), pp. 523-541. 
 
Helen E. S. Nesadurai, “ASEAN during the life of The Pacific Review: a balance sheet on 
regional governance and community building,” The Pacific Review, DOI: 
10.1080/09512748.2017.1304436   
 
Nick Bisley, “Contested Asia’s ‘New’ multilateralism and regional order”, The Pacific Review, 
2018. Access at https://doi.org/10.1080/09512748.2018.1465456 
 
Supplementary 
 
Amitav Acharya, “Why Asian Regionalism Matters”, World Politics Review, June 1, 2010 
http://www.amitavacharya.com/?q=content/why-asian-regionalism-matters 

 
 
Oct. 22-26   Fall Break—No Class 
 

http://www.vwl-iwipol.uni-freiburg.de/iwipol/discussion_papers/DP26_Hill_Is_There_a_Southeast_Asian_Development_Model.pdf
http://www.vwl-iwipol.uni-freiburg.de/iwipol/discussion_papers/DP26_Hill_Is_There_a_Southeast_Asian_Development_Model.pdf
http://www.vwl-iwipol.uni-freiburg.de/iwipol/discussion_papers/DP26_Hill_Is_There_a_Southeast_Asian_Development_Model.pdf
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Week 6 (Oct. 29):   Issues in Regional Governance: Economy 
     
Required 
 
Christopher Dent, “The Asian Development Bank and Developmental Regionalism in East Asia, 
Third World Quarterly, Volume 29, No. 4, (2008), pp. 767-786 
 
Lee Jones (2016) Explaining the failure of the ASEAN Economic Community: the Primacy of 
Domestic Political Economy, The Pacific Review, Volume 29, No. 5 (2016), pp. 647-670. 
 
Saori N. Katada, “In pursuit of stability: evolution of Asia’s regional financial architecture”, The 
Pacific Review, Vol. 30, No. 6, 2017, pp. 910–922. 
 
Mireya Solıs and and Jeffrey Wilson, “From APEC to mega-regionals: the evolution of the Asia 
Pacific trade architecture”, The Pacific Review, Vol. 30, No. 6, 2017, pp. 923–937. 
 
 
Week 7 (Nov. 5):   Issues in Regional Governance: Security 
    Research Paper Proposal Due 
 
Required 
 
Catherine Jones, “Great powers, ASEAN, and security: reason for optimism?”, The Pacific 
Review, No. 28, No. 2, 2015, pp. 259-280. 
 
Munmun Majumdar (2015) The ASEAN Way of Conflict Management in the South China Sea, 
Strategic Analysis, Volume 39, No. 1 (2015), pp. 73-87. 
 
Thitinan Pongsudhirak, “Southeast Asia and the Trump Administration: Between a Rock 
and a Hard Place”, Contemporary Southeast Asia, Vol. 39, No. 1, 2017, pp. 9-14. 
 
 
Week 8 (Nov.12):   Issues in Regional Governance: Human Rights 
 
Required 
 
John D. Ciorciari: “Institutionalizing Human Rights in Southeast Asia”, Human Rights 
Quarterly, Vol.34, No.3 (2012), pp.695-725.  
 
Mely Caballero-Anthony, “The Responsibility to Protect in Southeast Asia: opening up spaces 
for advancing human security”, The Pacific Review, Vol. 25, No. 1, 2012, pp. 113–134. 
 
Ruji Auethavornpipat, “Assessing regional cooperation: ASEAN states, migrant worker 
rights and norm socialization in Southeast Asia”, Global Change, Peace & Security, Vol. 29, No. 
2, 2017, pp. 129–143. 
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Week 9 (Nov. 19)   Issues in Regional Governance: Environment 
 
Required 
 
Elliott, R., & Shimamoto, K. (2008). Are ASEAN Countries Havens for Japanese Pollution-
Intensive Industry?, The World Economy, 31(2), 236-254. 
 
Lorraine Elliott, “Environmental regionalism: moving in from the 
policy margins”, The Pacific Review, Vol. 30, No. 6, 2017, pp. 952–965. 
 
Christopher Dent, “East Asia’s new developmentalism: state capacity, climate change and low-
carbon development”, Third World Quarterly, Vol. 39, No. 6, 2018, pp. 1191–1210. 
  
Supplementary 
 
Lorraine Elliott, “ASEAN and Environmental Governance: Strategies of Regionalism in 
Southeast Asia,” Global Environmental Politics, Volume 12, No. 3 (2012), pp. 38-57. 
 
Mattijs Smits, “The New (Fragmented) Geography of Carbon Market Mechanisms: Governance 
Challenges from Thailand and Vietnam, Global Environmental Politics, Volume 17, No. 3, 
2017, pp. 69-90. 
 
 
Week 10 (Nov. 26)  Approaches to Democratic Transition 
 
Required 
 
Huntington, Samuel P. “Democracy’s Third Wave”, Journal of Democracy, Vol.2, No.2 (1991), 
pp.12-34. 
 
Thomas Carothers, “The End of the Transition Paradigm,” Journal of Democracy, Vol. 13, No. 
1, January 2002, pp. 5–21. 
 
Larry Diamond, “Facing Up to the Democratic Recession,” Journal of Democracy, Volume 26, 
No. 1 (2015), pp. 141-155. 
 
Richard Youngs, “Exploring “Non-Western Democracy”,” Journal of Democracy, Vol.26, No.   
4 (2015), pp. 140-154. 
 
 
Week 11 (Dec. 3)   Democratization in Asia I 
 
Required 
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Donald K. Emmerson, “Minding the Gap between Democracy and Governance,” Journal of 
Democracy, Vol. 23, No. 2 (2012), pp. 62-73.   
 
Sorpong Peou, “The Limit and Potential of Liberal Democratization in Southeast Asia,” Journal 
of Current Southeast Asian Affairs, Vol. 3 (2014), pp. 19-47. 
 
Yun-han Chu and Bridget Welsh, “Millennials and East Asia’s Democratic Future”, Journal of 
Democracy, Vol. Volume 26, No. 2, 2015, pp. 151-164. 
 
Ehito Kimura, “Democratization and the lack thereof in Southeast Asia”, in Siping Hua, (ed.), 
Routledge Handbook of Politics in Asia, 2018. 
 
 
Week 12 (Dec. 7)   Democratization in Asia II 
 
Required 
 
Duncan McCargo, “Network monarchy and legitimacy crises in Thailand,” The Pacific Review, 
Vol. 18 No. 4 December 2005: 499–519. 
 
Rebecca MacKinnon, “China's ‘Networked Authoritarianism’”, Journal of Democracy, Vol.22, 
No.2 (2011), pp.32-46. 
 
Thomas Pepinsky, “Southeast Asia: Voting Against Disorder”, Journal of Democracy, Vol. 28, 
No. 2, 2017, pp. 120-131. 
 
 
=============================================================== 
 
Academic Accommodations 
 
Requests for Academic Accommodation 

You may need special arrangements to meet your academic obligations during the term. For an 
accommodation request, the processes are as follows:  

Pregnancy obligation  

Please contact your instructor with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two 
weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more 
details, visit the Equity Services website: carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-
Academic-Accommodation.pdf 

Religious obligation 
Please contact your instructor with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two 
weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more 

http://carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf
http://carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf
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details, visit the Equity Services website: carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-
Academic-Accommodation.pdf 

Academic Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 

If you have a documented disability requiring academic accommodations in this course, please contact 
the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a 
formal evaluation or contact your PMC coordinator to send your instructor your Letter of 
Accommodation at the beginning of the term. You must also contact the PMC no later than two weeks 
before the first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). After 
requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with your instructor as soon as possible to ensure 
accommodation arrangements are made. carleton.ca/pmc 

Survivors of Sexual Violence 

As a community, Carleton University is committed to maintaining a positive learning, working and living 
environment where sexual violence will not be tolerated, and is survivors are supported through 
academic accommodations as per Carleton's Sexual Violence Policy. For more information about the 
services available at the university and to obtain information about sexual violence and/or support, visit: 
carleton.ca/sexual-violence-support 

Accommodation for Student Activities  
Carleton University recognizes the substantial benefits, both to the individual student and for the 
university, that result from a student participating in activities beyond the classroom experience. 
Reasonable accommodation must be provided to students who compete or perform at the national or 
international level. Please contact your instructor with any requests for academic accommodation 
during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to 
exist. https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-1.pdf 

For more information on academic accommodation, please contact the departmental administrator or 
visit: students.carleton.ca/course-outline 

Plagiarism 

The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, the ideas, 
expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   

• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, regardless 
of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or reference to the original 
source; 

• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in whole 
or in part, by someone else; 

• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 
appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

• using another’s data or research findings; 

http://carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf
http://carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf
mailto:pmc@carleton.ca
http://carleton.ca/pmc
http://carleton.ca/sexual-violence-support
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-1.pdf
http://students.carleton.ca/course-outline
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• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works and/or 
failing to use quotation marks; 

• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without prior 
written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  The 
Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the student, 
when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not trivial. They may 
include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  

Student or professor materials created for this course (including presentations and posted notes, labs, 
case studies, assignments and exams) remain the intellectual property of the author(s). They are 
intended for personal use and may not be reproduced or redistributed without prior written consent of 
the author(s). 

Submission and Return of Term Work 

Papers must be submitted directly to the instructor according to the instructions in the course outline 
and will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the 
drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., 
stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class 
please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by 
mail.  Final exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 

Grading 
Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor, subject to the approval of the faculty 
Dean. Final standing in courses will be shown by alphabetical grades. The system of grades used, 
with corresponding grade points is: 
 

Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 

90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 

85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 

80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 

77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 

73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 

70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 
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Approval of final grades 

Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval of the Faculty Dean. 
This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to revision. No grades are final until 
they have been approved by the Dean. 

Carleton E-mail Accounts 

All email communication to students from the Department of Political Science will be via official 
Carleton university e-mail accounts and/or cuLearn.  As important course and University information is 
distributed this way, it is the student’s responsibility to monitor their Carleton and cuLearn accounts. 

Carleton Political Science Society 

"The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made its mission to provide a social environment for 
politically inclined students and faculty. By hosting social events, including Model Parliament, debates, 
professional development sessions and more, CPSS aims to involve all political science students at 
Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and academic activities in order to instill a sense of 
belonging within the Department and the larger University community. Members can benefit through 
our networking opportunities, academic engagement initiatives and numerous events which aim to 
complement both academic and social life at Carleton University. To find out more, visit us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/CarletonPoliticalScienceSociety/ and our website 
https://carletonpss.com/, or stop by our office in Loeb D688!" 

Official Course Outline 

The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the official course outline.  

 
 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/CarletonPoliticalScienceSociety/
https://carletonpss.com/

