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Carleton University          Late Summer 2018  
Department of Political Science  
 

PCSI 4801A 
Selected Problems in Global Politics: 

Approaches to International Security Studies 
 

Tuesday & Wednesday 11:35 – 14:25 
Please confirm location on Carleton Central 

 
Instructor:  S. Y. Ibrahimi   
Office:   B642 Loeb Building  
Office Hours:  Wednesdays, 15:00-17:00 and by appointment 
Email:   said.yaqub@carleton.ca  
 
I. Course Description 
This course engages with theories and issues of international security. International security is 
conventionally studied through the lens of traditional IR theories, and as an interstate and grand 
strategy issue. However, following the end of the Cold War, the emergence and expansion of new 
security problems have challenged the conventional wisdom and motivated scholars to extend the 
sphere of security studies to intrastate and asymmetric problems. The core objective of this course is 
connecting conventional theories to new problems by combining theoretical and empirical materials 
on international security. The course begins with a broad and comprehensive overview of main 
international security theories followed by sessions on new global security problems. Thus, the course 
includes both theoretical and empirical material and provides a space for students to study 
international security problems from an IR disciplinary perspective. In this course, students will learn: 

 conventional approaches to international security studies  

 new theories that challenge the state-centric approaches 

 emerging problems that profoundly affect contemporary international security  

 debates on addressing new security problems 
At the end of the course, students are expected to express an in-depth understanding of main 
international security theories and issues and critically engage in debates on contemporary global 
security problems.   
 
II. Course Evaluation 
Course evaluation includes participation, presentation, and research grades and will be calculated on 
the following basis:  
 
A) Class Participation  30% 
Class participation is a critical component of this course. Classes are structured in a “seminar” format 
and, therefore, it is expected that every student comes prepared to engage in class discussion. 
Participation should be constructive, critical, and respectful. Both the quality and quantity of your 
participation will be taken into consideration and lack of participation would be considered as a lack 
of preparation. The purpose of class participation is to critically engage with course material and 
respectfully exchange understanding of assigned readings.  
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B. Presentation 10% 
Each student is required to present an analysis of one of the required readings in approximately 10 
minutes during sessions 3 to 13. Presentations will be assigned in session 2. Each seminar contains 
two to three readings and each student is required to provide a 10-minute oral presentation of one 
article. Students are expected to present in such a way that provides a snapshot of the article. 
Presentations should cover the main argument(s), the research approach/method, the theory, and the 
overall contribution of the assigned article. A simple summarization of the assigned reading will not 
be considered a successful presentation. Your presentation should, generally, respond three questions: 
what is the paper about, how is it researched/written, and why is it important. Students also need to 
provide a critique of the assigned article and connect it to other readings of the class highlighting their 
similarities and differences.  
 
C. Research Proposal 15% 
Proposals are an introduction to the course’s major research project and should clearly address three 
main questions as follows: What is the research about? How do you conduct it? Why is the proposed 
topic worth researching? In this manner, a good proposal should clearly state the topic, the 
methodology of research, and the literature gap. Every proposal should contain a clear research 
question, a hypothesis, a theoretical framework, a relevant methodology, and a potential bibliography 
of at least 5 to 6 scholarly sources including books and journal articles (students can select relevant 
sources from this syllabus). Proposals should not exceed 5 double-spaced pages. Students may select 
topics closely related to their presentations or another independent topic related to the themes of the 
course. Students are required to consult the instructor in selecting their topics of interest. Proposals 
are due as hard copy at the beginning of class and must be submitted no later than July 17.  
 
D. Research Paper   45% 
Students are required to address and critically assess a specific international security issue in a research 
paper. The research paper should be 4,000 to 4,500 words long including references and footnotes 
(13-15 pages double-spaced). Topics of interest could include both international security theories and 
problems. In either case, students are required to address both theoretical and empirical dimensions 
of the assigned topic. In other words, theory papers should use empirical evidence/research to support 
the argument, and empirical papers should be designed in a clear methodological and/or theoretical 
framework. Papers should be organized in “journal article” style and include introduction, 
methodology, discussion, and conclusion sections. Students are expected to review the relevant 
literature, indicate the literature gap, and state their argument as filling the gap. Research papers are 
due as hard copy and must be submitted in class no later than August 14. Papers must include 12 to 
15 scholarly sources (relevant sources from this syllabus are acceptable). Citations should follow the 
Chicago Manual of Style (Author-Date Style).   
 
E. Late Submission Policy  
Research proposals and papers are due as hard copy and must be submitted in class. E-mailed 
assignments will not be accepted. Late submissions will be penalized on a daily basis (i.e. 5% of the 
overall grade for the assignment per day). Extensions will be granted on medical basis.  
 
III. Course Topics 

1. Course introduction 
2. The Concept of International Security  
3. Conventional Approaches: Realism and Liberalism  
4. Constructivism and International Security  



3 
 

5. Deterrence and Nuclear Rivalry   
6. New Global Security Issues: Terrorism  
7. Radicalization and Homegrown Terrorism  
8. Civil War 
9. State Fragility/Failure and Global Security  
10. Cyberwar  
11. Human Security   
12. Canadian Security 
13. Security in a “Unipolar” World  

 
IV. Course Schedule: 
Session 1 (July 03) Course Introduction 
In this introductory session, the instructor will review the syllabus and present the organization, 
requirements, and purpose of the course in detail. Students are expected to review the syllabus in 
advance and come prepared with questions/concerns on course material and requirements.  
 
Session 2 (July 04) International Security: Concept and Development  
In this session, we will discuss the concept, theory, and development of international security in IR. 
The concentration will be on: What is international security?  How did it develop? How are the 
conventional state-centric approaches to international security studies challenged by new problems 
and theories? The readings assigned for this class cover both conventional and non-conventional 
approaches to security studies. Presentations will be assigned in this session, therefore, students should 
propose their top-three articles of interest. It is also expected that students come prepared with 
potential topics for research proposal and consult it with the instructor in class or during the office 
hours.  
Required Reading:  

 Helga Haftendorn, “The Security Puzzle: Theory-Building and Discipline-Building in International 
Security,” International Studies Quarterly, Vol. 35, No. 1 (1991), pp. 3-17. 

 Steve Walt, “The Renaissance of Security Studies,” International Studies Quarterly, Vol. 35, No. 2 
(1991), pp. 211-239.  

 Ningthoujam K. Singh & William Nunes, “Nontraditional Security: Redefining State-Centric 
Outlook,” Jadavpur Journal of International Relations, Vol. 20, No. 1 (2016), pp. 102-124.   

 
Session 3 (July 10) Conventional Approaches: Realism and Liberalism  
The readings assigned for this session provide a broad overview of the realist and liberal approaches 
to international security studies. In this class, we will discuss and compare debates and arguments of 
the two mainstream schools of IR on international security.  
Required Reading:   

 Jonathan Krishner, “The Tragedy of Offensive Realism: Classical Realism and the Rise of China,” 
European Journal of International Relations, Vol. 18, No. 1 (2010), pp. 53-75.  

 Benjamin Miller, “Democracy Promotion: Offensive Liberalism versus the Rest (of IR Theory),” 
Millennium, Vol. 38, No. 3 (2010), pp. 561-591.    

 Robert Jervis, “Realism, Neoliberalism, and Cooperation: Understanding the Debate”, International 
Security, Vol. 24, No. 1, (1999), pp. 42-63. 
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Session 4 (July 11) Constructivism and International Security  
This session will focus on international security from a constructivist perspective. The readings 
assigned for this class challenges the conventional state-centric approaches to security studies and 
brings alternative variables such as ideas, cultures, and norms in the center of the debate on 
international security. The readings also focus on non-state actors as significant players in the global 
security arena.  
Required Reading:  

 Theo Farrell, “Constructivist Security Studies: Portrait of a Research Program,” International Studies 
Review, Vol. 4, No. 1 (2002), pp. 49-72.   

 Michael C. Desch, “Culture Clash: Assessing the Importance of Ideas in Security Studies”, 
International Security, Vol. 23, No. 1 (1998), pp. 141-170. 

 
Session 5 (July 17) Deterrence and Nuclear Rivalry  
During the Cold War, nuclear proliferation, nuclear rivalry, and deterrence became dominant 
international security topics. This session provides a broad overview of the scholarly debate on nuclear 
rivalry and deterrence and their relevance to the contemporary international security.  
Required Reading: 

 Harald Muller, “Looking at Nuclear Rivalries: The Role of Nuclear Deterrence,” Strategic Analysis, 
Vol. 38, No. 4 (2014), pp. 464-475.  

 Graham Allison, “Nuclear Disorder: Surveying Atomic Threat,” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 89, No. 1 
(2010), pp. 74-85. 

 Keith B. Payne, “Nuclear Deterrence in a New Age,” Comparative Strategy, Vol 37, No. 1 (2018), pp. 
1-8.  

 
Session 6 (July 18) New Global Security Issues: Terrorism   
This session begins with highlighting new international security problems and proceeds with a special 
concentration on terrorism. Although we will discuss the concept of terrorism in its broad sense a 
special concentration will be on “Islamist-oriented-terrorism” as a post-Cold War international 
security problem. The readings provide a broad overview of the emergence and expansion of terrorist 
organizations and examine their effects on contemporary international security.   
Required Reading:  

 Anthony Richards, “Conceptualizing Terrorism,” Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, Vol. 37, No. 3 
(2014), pp. 213-236.   

 S. Yaqub Ibrahimi, “Theory of the Rise of al-Qaeda,” Behavioral Sciences of Terrorism and Political 
Aggression, Vol. 10, No. 2 (2018), pp. 138-157.  

 Joseph Nye, “Smart Power and the War on Terror,” Asia Pacific Review, Vol. 15, No. 1 (2008), pp. 
1-8.  
 

Session 7 (July 24) Radicalization and Homegrown Terrorism 
In this session, we will discuss the extension of the Islamist-oriented terrorism into North America 
and West Europe, and thus the emergence of “homegrown terrorism” as a new global security 
problem. The readings assigned for this session examine the process and trajectories of radicalization 
in the “West,” the emergence and activities of homegrown terrorists, and their links to the core 
terrorist organizations such as al-Qaeda and Islamic State.  
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Required Reading: 

 Manni Crone, & Martin Harrow, “Homegrown Terrorism in the West.” Terrorism and Political 
Violence, Vol. 32, No. 4 (2011), pp. 521-536. 

 Mohammed Hafez, & Creighton Mullins, “The Radicalization Puzzle: A Theoretical Synthesis of 
Empirical Approaches to Homegrown Extremism,” Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, Vol. 38, No. 11 
(2015), pp. 958-975.  

 Tahir Abbas, “The Symbolic Relationship between Islamophobia and Radicalisation,” Critical 
Studies on Terrorism, Vol. 5, No. 3 (2012), pp. 345-358.  
 

Session 8 (July 25) Civil War 
The Syrian civil war (2011-present) has resulted in the destruction of a sovereign state, mass 
immigration, displacement of millions, the engagement of great powers, and the expansion of 
terrorism in the region. Civil war, in this sense, is a serious international security problem. In this 
session, we will discuss, how a civil war breaks out and how the stabilization strategies in war-torn 
societies succeed or fail.  
Required Reading:  

 Stathis N Kalyvas, “‘New’ and ‘Old’ Civil Wars: A Valid Distinction?” World Politics, Vol. 54, No. 
1, (2001), pp. 99-118. 

 Mirjam Weiberg-Salzman, “Ending Ethnic Civil Wars: By Negotiations or By Military Defeat? 
Lessons on Security from Sri Lanka,” Journal of Asian and African Studies, Vol. 50, No. 2 (2014), pp. 
135-159.  

 Barbara F. Walter, “The New New Civil Wars,” Annual Review of Political Science, Vol. 20 (2017), pp. 
469-486.  

 
Session 9 (July 31) State Fragility/Failure and Global Security  
Following the end of the Cold War, state fragility has become a serious international security problem. 
Fragile states affect the security of their neighboring countries and provide favorable conditions for 
the development of international terrorist organizations and different forms of organized-crime 
networks. Almost all Islamist oriented terrorist organizations that operate globally have emerged and 
expanded in highly fragile states. In this session, we will discuss the root causes of state fragility and 
its development into a global security problem.  
Required Reading: 

 Edward Newman, “Failed States and International Order: Constructing a Post-Westphalian 
World”, Contemporary Security Policy, Vol. 30, No. 3 (2009), pp. 421-443. 

 Stewart Patrick, “Failed States and Global Security: Empirical Questions and Policy Dilemma,” 
International Studies Review, Vol. 9, No. 4 (2007), pp. 644-662.  

 S. Yaqub Ibrahimi, “Violence-Producing Dynamics of Fragile States: How State Fragility in Iraq 
Contributed to the Emergence of ‘Islamic State’?” Terrorism and Political Violence [online first]. 

 
Session 10 (August 1) Cyberwar 
The readings assigned for this session provide a general overview of cyberwar, its characteristics, and 
its effects on international security. What is cyberwar? How did the concept and the problem develop? 
Is cyberwar a myth or a real-world issue? These questions will be addressed through the class 
discussion.  
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Required Reading:  

 Amit Sharma, “Cyber Wars: A Paradigm Shift from Means to Ends,” Strategic Analysis, Vol. 34, 
No.1 (2010), pp. 62-73. 

 James Wirtz, “The Cyber Pearl Harbor,” Intelligence and National Security, Vol. 32, No. 6 (2017), pp. 
758-767 

 Thomas Rid, “Cyber War Will Not Take Place,” Journal of Strategic Studies, Vol 35, No. 1 (2012), pp. 
5-32. 

 
Session 11 (August 7) Human Security  
“Human security” is a new concept and issue in security studies. The readings assigned for this class 
provide a broad overview of the concept, development, and significance of human security.  
Required Reading:  

 Roland Paris, “Human Security. Paradigm Shift or Hot Air?” International Security, Vol. 26, No. 2, 
(2001), pp. 87-102. 

 Astri Suhrke, “Human Security and the Interests of States,” Security Dialogue, Vol. 30, No. 3, (1999), 
pp. 265–276. 

 Amitav Acharya, “Human Security: East versus West,” International Journal, Vol. 56, No. 3, (2001), 
pp. 442-460. 

 Sara Davis, Nicole George & Jacqui True, “The Difference that Gender Makes to International 
Peace and Security,” International Feminist Journal of Politics, Vol. 19, No. 1 (2017), pp. 1-3.  

 
Session 12 (August 8)  Canadian Security   
In this session we will discuss international security from a Canadian perspective. The readings 
assigned for this class provide a broad overview of Canada’s security concerns, policies, and objectives 
in the past, present, and future.  
Required Reading:  

 Elinor Sloan, Security and Defense in the Terrorist Era, 2nd Ed. (Montreal & Kingston: McGill-Queen’s 
University Press, 2010), Chapter I, pp. 6-31.  

 Kim Richard Nossal, “Defending the ‘Realm’: Canadian Strategic Culture Revisited,” International 
Journal, Vol. 59, No. 3 (2004), pp. 503-520.  

 Government of Canada, “Strong, Secure, Engaged: Canada’s Defence Policy,” (2017), Chapter IV, 
pp. 49-58.  

 
Session 13 (August 14) International Security in a “Unipolar” World  
In this last session, we will discuss international security in a “unipolar” context. International security 
under the “unipolarity” condition is a controversial debate among IR scholars. The required readings 
for this session focus on the “peacefulness” of the unipolar system from different perspectives. 
Required Reading:  

 William Wohlforth, “The Stability of a Unipolar World”, International Security, Vol. 24, No. 1, (1999), 
pp. 5–41.  

 Nuno P. Monteiro, “Uncertainty Assured: Why Unipolarity Is Not Peaceful?” International Security, 
Vol. 36. No. 3 (2011/2012), pp. 9-40. 

 S. Yaqub Ibrahimi, “Unipolar Politics and Global Peace: A Structural Explanation of the 
Globalizing Jihad,” Dynamics of Asymmetric Conflict, Vol. 11(1), (2 

 018), pp. 50-60. 
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Academic Accommodations  
The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with 
Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and impairments 
in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a disability requiring academic accommodations in this 
course, please contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation. If you are 
already registered with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to send me your Letter of 
Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two weeks before the first in-class 
scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). After requesting accommodation from 
PMC, meet with me to ensure accommodation arrangements are made. Please consult the PMC 
website for the deadline to request accommodations for the formally-scheduled exam (if applicable).  
 
For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should 
apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic 
requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible 
after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the 
compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis 
between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way 
that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity 
Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity).  
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact 
an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an appointment 
to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which 
it is anticipated the accommodation will be required.  
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, the 
ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.” This can include:  
• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, 

regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or reference to 
the original source;  

• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in whole 
or in part, by someone else;  

• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 
appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment;  

• using another’s data or research findings;  
• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works 

and/or failing to use quotation marks;  
• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without prior 

written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs.  
 
Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor. The 
Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the 
student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized. Penalties are not trivial. 
They may include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  

mailto:pmc@carleton.ca


8 
 

 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be submitted directly to the instructor 
according to the instructions in the course outline and will not be date-stamped in the departmental 
office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. 
Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then 
distributed to the instructor. For essays not returned in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail. Final exams are intended solely for 
the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned.  
 
Grading: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor, subject to the approval of the 
faculty Dean. Final standing in courses will be shown by alphabetical grades. The system of grades 
used, with corresponding grade points is: 
 
 

Percentage  Letter grade  12-point scale  Percentage  Letter grade  12-point scale  

90-100  A+  12  67-69  C+  6  

85-89  A  11  63-66  C  5  

80-84  A-  10  60-62  C-  4  

77-79  B+  9  57-59  D+  3  

73-76  B  8  53-56  D  2  

70-72  B-  7  50-52  D-  1  
 

 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the 
approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to 
revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean.  
 
Carleton E-mail Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of Political 
Science will be via official Carleton university e-mail accounts and/or cuLearn. As important course 
and University information is distributed this way, it is the student’s responsibility to monitor their 
Carleton and cuLearn accounts.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made its 
mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding social 
events, debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science students at Carleton 
University. Our mandate is to arrange social and academic activities in order to instill a sense of 
belonging within the Department and the larger University community. Members can benefit through 
numerous opportunities which will complement both academic and social life at Carleton University. 
To find out more, visit https://www.facebook.com/groups/politicalsciencesociety/ or come to our 
office in Loeb D688.  
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the official 
course outline. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/politicalsciencesociety/

