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PSCI 5700 F 
BASIC RESEARCH METHODS 

 
Tuesdays, 11:35 pm to 2:25 pm. See Carleton Central for location 
Instructor: Dr. Simon Langlois-Bertrand 
Office hours: Tuesdays 3:00pm-4:00pm, Loeb B642 
Tel: 613.520.2600 x 1422 (only valid during office hours) 
Email: simonlangloisbertran@cmail.carleton.ca (please always put ‘PSCI5700’ in the subject line) 

Course description 

This course is an introduction to principles of social scientific research. The main focus is on key 
research strategies required for understanding, analyzing and researching problems in political 
science. Broadly speaking, the overall objective is to facilitate the students’ critical reflection about 
research in political science (i.e., assessing other researchers’ work and judging their results) and 
to enable them to build their own research project with these considerations in mind (i.e., assessing 
the quality of your own projects).  

In order to do this, four aspects will be covered in the course: 

1) The identification of political science problems, the generation of workable research questions 
to answer, and the situating of such work within the current scientific knowledge; 

2) The design and carrying out of the research steps needed to answer such questions and create 
legitimate knowledge. This includes the planning of research, conducting a proper literature 
review, and knowing the benefits and drawbacks of the most common methods and 
methodological approaches for the research context; 

3) The analysis of data resulting from research. Some basic quantitative data analysis techniques 
will be covered in the second half of the class.  

4) The use of computer software to organize, present and analyze data for research. 

Overall, these aspects will make students able at distinguishing careful scientific analysis from 
anecdotal or fallacious opinions, helping answer important questions about social and political life. 
This includes being able to build arguments that are coherent, logically sound, and empirically 
supported, and analyze and criticize research conducted by others, by understanding the 
advantages, limits, and drawbacks of each of different research methods in order to develop a 
critical ability, both for your own research projects and analyses and as a reader of others’ work. 
 

cuLearn and communications 
 
This course uses cuLearn, Carleton’s learning management system (login at 
www.carleton.ca/culearn). Students will be provided with detailed instructions and guidelines for 
each assignment in class and via cuLearn. Students are responsible for getting this information and 

http://www.carleton.ca/culearn
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contacting the instructor for any precisions they feel necessary. Regular updates will be posted on 
cuLearn, so students are strongly encouraged to check the website on a daily basis for important 
messages, as well as ensuring that their Carleton email inbox works properly. 
 
All assignments will be submitted through the cuLearn platform, and feedback and grades will be 
posted on cuLearn as well, although please keep in mind that your official final grade is what 
appears on Carleton Central (in case of discrepancy, please contact the instructor). 
 
For help and support, go to http://carleton.ca/culearnsupport/students. Any unresolved questions 
can be directed to Computing and Communication Services (CCS) by phone at 613-520-3700 or 
via email at ccs_service_desk@carleton.ca.  
 

Course format and text 

Classes will be lectures for the most part, but will integrate discussion and demonstrations 
whenever possible. For the quantitative analysis part, the course will mostly use a textbook to 
ensure continuity and facilitate learning techniques: 

Haan, Michal and Jenny Godley. 2016. An Introduction to Statistics for Canadian 
Social Scientists. Oxford University Press.  

Note that you do not need to buy this textbook (or any other) unless you want to have your own 
personal copy. The textbook will be placed at the library reserve. Other readings will be made 
available on cuLearn, through the online library reserve, or at the physical library reserve in some 
rare cases. 

 

Evaluation 

Item Due Date Weight 
Literature review and research problem October 9th  30% 
Research design and data collection October 30th  30% 
Critique of research design November 6th  10% 
Results, data analysis and conclusions December 8th  30% 
Total  100% 

 

The main evaluation in this course is done through the development of the preliminary steps of a research 
project (items #1, #2 and #4). Item #3 (critique of research design) will have students anonymously 
evaluate one of their peers’ methodology, and provide a critique and a set of suggestions on how to 
improve the design. Students who wish to do so may turn items #1, #2 and #4 as a unified paper, but this 
requires approval by the instructor ahead of October 9th. 

http://carleton.ca/culearnsupport/students
mailto:ccs_service_desk@carleton.ca
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Students will be provided with detailed instructions and guidelines for each evaluation item in class and 
via cuLearn (login at www.carleton.ca/culearn). Students are responsible for getting this information and 
contacting the instructor for any precisions they feel necessary. Regular updates will be posted on 
cuLearn, so students are strongly encouraged to check the website on a daily basis for important 
messages, as well as ensuring that their Carleton email inbox works properly.  

Policy on late assignments. All assignments are due online through cuLearn, before midnight on the night 
of the due date. No email copy will be accepted. No copy handed in the political science department drop 
box will be accepted. Exceptions on these criteria must be justified with the instructor ahead of the due 
date, in which case alternative arrangements will be made if necessary. Late assignments will not be 
accepted, although there will be some flexibility for submissions at the end of the term. 

Topics and Schedule 

The following list of topics is offered as a tentative schedule only. Flexibility being essential in order to 
cover the course material at a pace that works for both the students and the instructor, some changes 
may be made at the discretion of the latter. Please refer to cuLearn throughout the semester for an up-
to-date list of readings and topics. 

 

Part 1 – Research design 
 
Week 1: September 12th  
Introduction: questions and answers in scientific research; how we (get to) know what we 
know, and how we know we know 
 

Required:  

• Hoover, Kenneth and Todd Donovan. 2011. “Thinking scientifically.” In Elements of social 
scientific thinking, 10th edition, 1–9. Boston:  Wadsworth; 

• Tufekci, Zeyneb. “Hollaback and why everyone needs better research methods: and why all 
data needs theory.” The Medium. Online: https://medium.com/message/that-catcalling-
video-and-why-research-methods-is-such-an-exciting-topic-really-32223ac9c9e8; 

• Menand, Louis. “Everybody’s an expert.” The New Yorker, 5 December, 2005.    
 
Optional: 
• Schulz, Kathryn. 2010. “Our minds, part three:  evidence”. In Being wrong:  Adventures in the 

margin of error, 111 – 132. New York:  Ecco; 
• Halperin, S. and O. Heath. 2012. Political Research: Methods and Practical Skills, Oxford, 

Chapter 5 (Asking Questions) and Chapter 6 (Answering Research Questions); 

http://www.carleton.ca/culearn
https://medium.com/message/that-catcalling-video-and-why-research-methods-is-such-an-exciting-topic-really-32223ac9c9e8
https://medium.com/message/that-catcalling-video-and-why-research-methods-is-such-an-exciting-topic-really-32223ac9c9e8
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• Crash Course Philosophy #8: Karl Popper, Science, and Pseudoscience. 2016. Online: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
X8Xfl0JdTQ&index=8&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtNgK6MZucdYldNkMybYIHKR; 

• Pollan, Michael. 2015. “Why ‘Natural’ Doesn’t Mean Anything Anymore.” The New York Times 
Magazine, April 28th. Online: http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/03/magazine/why-natural-
doesnt-mean-anything-anymore.html?partner=rss&emc=rss&_r=1; 

• Bradsher, Keith. “Poverty and superstition hinder drive to block bird flu at source.”  New York 
Times, 3 November, 2005. 

 
Week 2: September 19th  
Measuring the social world: concepts, variables, indicators; institutional data; Literature 
reviews and annotated bibliographies; 
 
Required:  
• Berdahl, L. and K. Archer. 2015. Explorations: Conducting empirical research in Canadian 

political science. Oxford. Chapter 4 (Defining the political world: Concepts) and 5 (Defining 
the political world: Measures), pp. 87-96 and 103-110; 

• Torraco, Richard J. (2005). “Writing Integrative Literature Reviews: Guidelines and Examples,” 
Human Resource Development Review 4: 356-367; 

• Deboer, Fredrik. 2016. “America’s Suicide Epidemic is a National Security Crisis,” Foreign 
Policy. Online: http://foreignpolicy.com/2016/04/28/americas-suicide-epidemic-is-a-
national-security-
crisis/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=New%20Campaign&ut
m_term=Flashpoints. 
 

Optional: 

• Roselle, Laura and Sharon Spray. 2011. Research and Writing in International Relations, 15–
31 (Toronto:  Longman); 

• Cooper, Harris M. 1982. “Scientific Guidelines for Conducting Integrative Research Reviews”, 
Review of Educational Research 52 (2): 291-302.  

 

Week 3: September 26th  
Data collection methods 

Required:  

• Rathbun, Brian C. 2008. “Interviewing and Qualitative Methods: Pragmatism and 
Practicalities.” In J. M. Box-Steffensmeier, H. E. Brady and D. Collier (eds), The Oxford 
Handbook of Political Methodology; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-X8Xfl0JdTQ&index=8&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtNgK6MZucdYldNkMybYIHKR
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-X8Xfl0JdTQ&index=8&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtNgK6MZucdYldNkMybYIHKR
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/03/magazine/why-natural-doesnt-mean-anything-anymore.html?partner=rss&emc=rss&_r=1
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/03/magazine/why-natural-doesnt-mean-anything-anymore.html?partner=rss&emc=rss&_r=1
http://foreignpolicy.com/2016/04/28/americas-suicide-epidemic-is-a-national-security-crisis/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=New%20Campaign&utm_term=Flashpoints
http://foreignpolicy.com/2016/04/28/americas-suicide-epidemic-is-a-national-security-crisis/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=New%20Campaign&utm_term=Flashpoints
http://foreignpolicy.com/2016/04/28/americas-suicide-epidemic-is-a-national-security-crisis/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=New%20Campaign&utm_term=Flashpoints
http://foreignpolicy.com/2016/04/28/americas-suicide-epidemic-is-a-national-security-crisis/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=New%20Campaign&utm_term=Flashpoints
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• Berg, Bruce and Howard Lune. 2011. Qualitative research methods for the social sciences, 
Chapter 5; 

• Halperin, S. and O. Heath. 2012. Political Research : Methods and Practical Skills, Oxford, 
Chapter 10 (Surveys), Chapter 12 (Ethnography and Participant Observation), and Chapter 13 
(Textual analysis). 

 

Optional:  

• Wood, E.J. 2006. “The ethical challenges of field research in conflict zones.” Qualitative 
Sociology 29: 373-86; 

• Loewen, P.J., D. Rubenson and L. Wantchekon. 2010. “Help me help you: Conducting field 
experiments with political elites.” The ANNALS of the American Academy of Political and 
Social Science March 628(1): 165-75; 

• Parham-Payne, W. 2009. “Through the lens of Black Women: The significance of Obama’s 
campaign.” Journal of African American Studies 13: 131–38; 

• Tumasjan, A., T.O. Sprenger, P.G. Sandner and I.M. Welpe. 2011. “Predicting elections with 
Twitter: What 140 characters reveal about political sentiment.” Proceedings of the Fourth 
International AAAI Conference on Weblogs and Social Media, Association for the 
Advancement of Artificial Intelligence Press, 178-85. Online: 
http://www.aaai.org/ocs/index.php/ICWSM/ICWSM10/paper/view/1441; 

• Meeks, L. 2012. “Is she ‘Man Enough’? Women candidates, executive political offices, and 
news coverage.” Journal of Communication 62(1): 175–93; 

• Berg, Bruce and Howard Lune. 2011. Qualitative research methods for the social sciences, 
Chapter 4, pp. 136-163; 

• Statistics Canada. 2003. Survey Methods and Practices. Ottawa: Statistics Canada. Online: 
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/access_acces/alternative_alternatif.action?l=eng&tfra=M%E9th
odes%20et%20pratiques%20d%27enqu%EAte&teng=Survey%20Methods%20and%20Practi
ces&loc=/pub/12-587-x/12-587-x2003001-eng.pdf; 

• Berdahl, L. and K. Archer. 2015. Explorations: Conducting empirical research in Canadian 
political science. Oxford. Chapter 6 (Research Ethics: People behind the numbers), pp. 115-
127. 

 
Week 4: October 3rd  
Research designs, part I: thinking about causality; experiments in social sciences 
 
Required:  
• Halperin, S. and O. Heath. 2012. Political Research : Methods and Practical Skills, Oxford, 

Chapter 7 (Research design), pp. 164-78 and Chapter 8 (Experimental research); 
• Duflo, Esther. 2010: Social experiments to fight poverty. Ted Talk video. Online: 

https://www.ted.com/talks/esther_duflo_social_experiments_to_fight_poverty?language=
en; 

• Gardner, Dan. “Learning the Irish Lesson.” National Post, November 25, 2010. 

http://www.aaai.org/ocs/index.php/ICWSM/ICWSM10/paper/view/1441
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/access_acces/alternative_alternatif.action?l=eng&amp;tfra=M%E9t
https://www.ted.com/talks/esther_duflo_social_experiments_to_fight_poverty?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/esther_duflo_social_experiments_to_fight_poverty?language=en
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Optional: 
• Bond, R.M., C.J. Fariss, J.J. Jones, A.D.I. Kramer, C. Marlow, J.E. Settle and J.H. Fowler. 2012. 

“A 61-million-person experiment in social influence and political mobilization.” Nature 
489(7415): 295-298; 

• Whoriskey, Peter. “The science of skipping breakfast: How government nutritionists may 
have gotten it wrong.” Washington Post, 10 August, 2015. Online: 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonkblog/wp/2015/08/10/the-science-of-
skipping-breakfast-how-government-nutritionists-may-have-gotten-it-wrong/?tid=sm_fb; 

• Gerring, John. 2011. “How Good Is Good Enough? A Multidimensional, Best-Possible Standard 
for Research Design.” Political Research Quarterly 64(3): 625-636; 

• Shively, W. Phillips. 2011. “Causal thinking and the design of research.” In The craft of political 
research 8th ed., 74 – 93. Upper Saddle River NJ: Prentice Hall; 

• Rodrik, Dani. 2008. The New Development Economics: We Shall Experiment, but How Shall 
We Learn? (Faculty Research Working Papers Series), Harvard Kennedy School. 

 

Week 5: October 10th  
Research designs, part II: cases, case studies and comparative research 
 
Required:  
• Levy, Jack S. 2008. “Case studies: Types, designs, and logics of inference.” Conflict 

Management and Peace Science. 25(1): 1–18; 
• Yin, R. K. 2009. Case Study Research. Thousand Oaks: Sage Publications. Chapter 4 (Collecting 

Case Study Evidence). 
 
Optional: 
• Levi-Faur, David. 2004. “Comparative research design in the study of regulation: how to 

increase the number of cases without compromising the strengths of case-oriented analysis.” 
In Jacint Jordana and David Levi-Faur (eds), The Politics of Regulation: Institutions and 
Regulatory Reforms for the Age of Governance, Elgar and the Centre on Regulation and 
Competition, University of Manchester, 177-199; 

• Oye, Kenneth and James Maxwell. 1995. “Self-Interest and environmental management.” In 
Robert O. Keohane and Elinor Ostrom (eds.), Local commons and global interdependence:  
Heterogeneity and cooperation in two domains, Thousand Oaks CA:  Sage Publications: 190 – 
221; 

• Mitchell, Ronald and Thomas Bernauer. 2004. “Beyond story-telling:  Designing case study 
research in international environmental policy.” In Detlef F. Sprinz and Yael Wolinsky-
Nahmias (eds.), Models, numbers & cases: Methods for studying international relations, 81–
106. Ann Arbor MI:  University of Michigan Press; 

• Gerring, J. 2004. “What is a case study and what is it good for?” American Political Science 
Review 98(2): 341-54; 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonkblog/wp/2015/08/10/the-science-of-skipping-breakfast-how-government-nutritionists-may-have-gotten-it-wrong/?tid=sm_fb
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonkblog/wp/2015/08/10/the-science-of-skipping-breakfast-how-government-nutritionists-may-have-gotten-it-wrong/?tid=sm_fb
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• Shively, W. Phillips. 2011. “Selection of observations for study.”  In The craft of political 
research. 8th ed., 97 – 99, 101 – 111. Upper Saddle River NJ: Prentice Hall; 

• George, A.L. and A. Bennett. 2005. Case Studies and Theory Development in the Social 
Sciences. Cambridge, Massachusetts: MIT Press. Chapter 1, all of Part II, and Chapter 12; 

• Geddes B. 1990. “How the cases you choose affect the answers you get: Selection bias in 
comparative politics.” Political Analysis 2(1): 131-50; 

• Halperin, S. and O. Heath. 2012. Political Research : Methods and Practical Skills, Oxford, 
Chapter 9 (Comparative Research). 

 

Part II – Data analysis 

 
Week #6 – October 17th  
Introduction and basic concepts of quantitative methods in political science; data organization 
and presentation; institutional data sources 
 
Required:  
• Haan and Godley: Chapters 1, 2, and 3. 
 
Week #7 – October 31st  
Measures of central tendency and measures of dispersion; introduction to Microsoft Excel and 
data organization 

Required:  
• Haan and Godley: Chapters 5 and 6. 
 
Optional: 
• Kellstedt, Paul M. and Guy D. Whitten (2013), The Fundamentals of Political Science Research, 

Cambridge University Press, chapter 6. 
 
Week #8 – November 7th  
Univariate data analysis; standard scores and confidence intervals  

Required:  
• Haan and Godley: Chapters 7 and 9; 
• Vavreck, L. 2014. “Why Polls Can Sometimes Get Things So Wrong.” The New York Times, 3 

July. Online, http://www.nytimes.com/2014/07/04/upshot/why-polls-can-sometimes-get-
things-so-wrong.html?partner=rss&emc=rss&_r=1&abt=0002&abg=0. 

 
  

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/07/04/upshot/why-polls-can-sometimes-get-things-so-wrong.html?partner=rss&emc=rss&_r=1&abt=0002&abg=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/07/04/upshot/why-polls-can-sometimes-get-things-so-wrong.html?partner=rss&emc=rss&_r=1&abt=0002&abg=0
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Weeks #9 and #10 – November 14th and November 21st 
Hypothesis testing; bivariate relationships (ordinal and nominal); types of error; measures of 
association 

Required:  
• Haan and Godley: Chapters 10, 11 and 12. 
 
Optional: 
• Kellstedt, Paul M. and Guy D. Whitten (2013), The Fundamentals of Political Science Research, 

Cambridge University Press, chapter 7 (145–150); 
• Haan and Godley: Chapter 13 (141–149). 
 
Week #11 – November 28th  
Bivariate relationships between interval/ratio variables; introduction to more advanced 
statistical techniques 

Required:  
• Haan and Godley: Chapters 14. 
 
Optional:  
• Agresti, Barbara and Alan Finlay, 2008, Statistical Methods for the Social Sciences, chapter 

10; 
• Haan and Godley: Chapter 16, 17 and 18. 
 
Week 12: December 5th  
Conclusions 
 
Required:  
• Oreskes, Naomi. 2015. “Playing dumb on climate change.” New York Times, 4 January. Online: 

http://nyti.ms/1vIJ4KV;  
• Peplow, Mark. 2014. “Social sciences suffer from severe publication bias: Survey finds that 

‘null results’ rarely see the light of the day.” Nature, 28 August. Online:  
http://www.nature.com/news/social-sciences-suffer-from-severe-publication-bias-1.15787. 

 
Optional: 

• Roselle, Laura and Sharon Spray. 2011. Research and Writing in International Relations, 46–
66 (Toronto:  Longman); 

• Matthews, Dylan (2013), “Twelve years after 9/11, we still have no idea how to fight 
terrorism.” The Washington Post, 11 September. Online: 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2013/09/11/twelve-years-after-911-
we-still-have-no-idea-how-to-fight-terrorism-2/; 

http://nyti.ms/1vIJ4KV
http://www.nature.com/news/social-sciences-suffer-from-severe-publication-bias-1.15787
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2013/09/11/twelve-years-after-911-we-still-have-no-idea-how-to-fight-terrorism-2/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2013/09/11/twelve-years-after-911-we-still-have-no-idea-how-to-fight-terrorism-2/
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• Biglan, Anthony. 2015. “Where terrorism research goes wrong.” New York Times, 8 March. 
Online: http://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/08/opinion/sunday/where-terrorism-research-
went-wrong.html?_r=0; 

• Loiseau, Justin and Claire Walsh. 2015. Where credit is due. J-PAL and IPA Policy Bulletin. 
Online: http://www.povertyactionlab.org/publication/where-credit-is-due; 

• Kirkpatrick, David D. 2007. “This war is not like the others — or Is it?” New York Times, August 
26;  

• Rossi, Peter H. et al. 1999. Evaluation:  A systematic approach 6th ed., Chapter 7 (Strategies 
for impact assessment), 235 – 275. Thousand Oaks CA: Sage Publications.  

 
 

Student Conduct, Academic Regulations and Academic Accommodations 

The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with Learning 
Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), 
Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and impairments in mobility, hearing, and 
vision. If you have a disability requiring academic accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 
613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation. If you are already registered with the PMC, 
contact your PMC coordinator to send me your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the term, 
and no later than two weeks before the first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if 
applicable). After requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with me to ensure accommodation 
arrangements are made. Please consult the PMC website for the deadline to request accommodations for 
the formally-scheduled exam (if applicable).  
 
For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should apply in 
writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. Such 
requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for 
accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event. 
Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the 
instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage 
to the student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance 
(www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an 
Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an appointment to 
discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is 
anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, the ideas, 
expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   

• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, 
regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or 
reference to the original source; 

• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in 
whole or in part, by someone else; 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/08/opinion/sunday/where-terrorism-research-went-wrong.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/08/opinion/sunday/where-terrorism-research-went-wrong.html?_r=0
http://www.povertyactionlab.org/publication/where-credit-is-due
mailto:pmc@carleton.ca
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• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 
appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

• using another’s data or research findings; 
• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works 

and/or failing to use quotation marks; 
• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without 

prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 
Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  The 
Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the student, 
when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not trivial. They may 
include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  
Student or professor materials created for this course (including presentations and posted notes, labs, 
case studies, assignments and exams) remain the intellectual property of the author(s). They are intended 
for personal use and may not be reproduced or redistributed without prior written consent of the 
author(s). 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be submitted directly to the instructor according to 
the instructions in the course outline and will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late 
assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be 
retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the 
instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish 
to have your assignment returned by mail.  Final exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation 
and will not be returned. 
 
Grading:  Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor, subject to the approval of the faculty 
Dean. Final standing in courses will be shown by alphabetical grades. The system of grades used, with 
corresponding grade points is: 
 

Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 
90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 
85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 
80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 
77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 
73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 
70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the 
approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to 
revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Carleton E-mail Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of Political Science 
will be via official Carleton university e-mail accounts and/or cuLearn.  As important course and University 
information is distributed this way, it is the student’s responsibility to monitor their Carleton and cuLearn 
accounts.  
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Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made its mission to 
provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding social events, debates, 
and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science students at Carleton University. Our 
mandate is to arrange social and academic activities in order to instill a sense of belonging within the 
Department and the larger University community. Members can benefit through numerous opportunities 
which will complement both academic and social life at Carleton University. To find out more, visit 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/politicalsciencesociety/ 
or come to our office in Loeb D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the official course 
outline.  
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/politicalsciencesociety/
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