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Course Description 
 
Immigrants are unlike any other citizens. When they leave their countries of origin, many immigrants bring with 
them political ideas and habits shaped by their experiences there. When they arrive in a new country, they are 
often treated quite differently from other citizens, both by the state and society. This course examines the many 
forces that affect how immigrants think and act politically, focusing on the roles of context  (the social, 
economic and political environment in both the country of origin and the host country) and individual 
experiences (e.g. economic hardship, discrimination) in structuring political attitudes and behaviour. 
 
 
Course Objectives 
 
By taking this course, students will:  
• Develop a strong base of knowledge about the scope and limits of immigrant adaptation to new political 
settings 
• Develop advanced skills in synthesizing existing research to develop an argument 
• Learn to critically assess the methodological choices and empirical claims of social science research 
 

 
Format 
 
Weekly seminars will focus on topics and readings identified in the schedule. The weekly assigned readings 
should be completed in advance of the class, and you are expected to keep up with the weekly readings.  
 
 
 
Course Materials 
 
Required Texts 
 
All course material is available through ARES system on CULearn. 
 
Evaluation 
 
Overview 
 

Assignment % Final 
Grade 

Due Date 

Seminar participation 20% Throughout course 
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Term Work 

 
Response Papers (4 @ 6% each): Students will write four papers, each of which responds to a particular week of 
readings. Students are free to choose the four weeks of readings to which they will respond. 
 
Each paper must: 
 
• identify the main argument, ideas, and evidence of one of the readings, and explain how they are related to other 
readings from that week 
• explain what you believe are the most significant contributions of the reading, and/or areas where you think the 
reading is weak. You may focus on concepts, theories and hypotheses, or the quantity or quality of evidence 
• identify what you believe to be the implications of the research: for political science, public policy, or normative 
implications.  
• identify two questions the reading provokes, but has not answered 
 
Each paper should be approximately 1000-1250 words.  Students are not required to consult any sources beyond the 
class readings. 
 
The paper is due at the beginning of the class for which the readings are assigned. Submit your paper on cuLearn. 
 
 
Term Paper Topic Selection and Reasoning (6%): Students will select a topic for the term paper (see below), 
providing a brief rationale (approximately 500 words) for the significance and scope of the topic they have 
chosen. Students must append a bibliography of 4-5 sources they intend to consult in the course of their 
research. Submit this on cuLearn. 
  
Term Paper (40%): Students will write a paper on a topic of their choice, related to immigrant political attitudes and 
behaviour. The paper should synthesize existing research, and generate an argument. No primary research is 
necessary. The paper may focus on a particular feature of immigrant political incorporation and use research 
conducted in a variety of countries, or it may focus on a number of different features of incorporation within a single 
country. The paper should be between 3750-5000 words, not including references. Submit your paper on cuLearn.  
 
Presentation (10%): Each student will present a draft of their term paper in class on November 28 or December 5. 
Following the presentation all students and the instructor discuss the paper, offering constructive criticisms as to how 
it might be improved for the final version, and how it relates to course. Further details on this assignment will be 
provided in class. 

 
Seminar Participation (20%): Students are expected to attend every class, and be prepared to participate in 
discussions of the assigned topics and readings. More specifically, in each class students should contribute to 
discussions about the readings, with respect to methodology, themes, concepts, theories and hypotheses, quality 
of evidence, and the implications for political science and public policy. 

 
 

Term paper topic 
selection 

6% October 3 (on cuLearn)  

Response papers 24% Four papers, due on 
cuLearn before class 

Term paper 40% December 12 (on cuLearn) 
Presentation 10% November 28 or December 
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Policies and Procedures 
 
Late Penalties: All assignments are due on the dates specified in the course outline. Late assignments will be 
subject to a penalty of 3% for each day beyond the due date.  
 
Extensions: No extensions on assignments will be granted after their due dates. Exceptions will be made only 
in those cases of special circumstances, (e.g. illness, bereavement) and where the student has verifiable 
documentation. 
 
E-mail: Students must use a Carleton e-mail account in all correspondence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Schedule 
 
September 12 Introduction 
 
September 19 “Integration”, “Incorporation”, “Assimilation”, or What? 
 
Ramakrishnan, S. Karthick. "Incorporation versus Assimilation." Outsiders No More?: Models of Immigrant 
Political Incorporation (2013): 27. 
 
Minnite, Lorraine. "Lost in translation? A critical reappraisal of the concept of immigrant political 
incorporation." Bringing Outsiders In: Transatlantic Perspectives on Immigrant Political Incorporation (2009): 48-
59. 
 
Li, Peter S. "Deconstructing Canada’s discourse of immigrant integration." Journal of International Migration and 
Integration/Revue de l'integration et de la migration internationale 4, no. 3 (2003): 315-333. 
 
 
September 26 Political (Re)Socialization 
 
Liu, Wenlin, and John Gastil. "Pathways of immigrant political socialization: Examining the role of news media, 
social connections, and community interaction." Journal of Intercultural Communication Research 43, no. 3 (2014): 
238-263. 
 
Wong, Janelle, and Vivian Tseng. "Political socialisation in immigrant families: Challenging top-down parental 
socialisation models." Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies 34.1 (2008): 151-168. 
 
Reeskens, Tim, and Matthew Wright. "Host-country patriotism among European immigrants: A comparative study of 
its individual and societal roots." Ethnic and Racial Studies 37, no. 14 (2014): 2493-2511. 
 
Breidahl, K.N. and Larsen, C.A., 2016. The myth of unadaptable gender roles: Attitudes towards women’s paid work 
among immigrants across 30 European countries. Journal of European Social Policy, 26(5), pp.387-401. 
 
 
October 3 The Acculturation Model 
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Berry, J. W. (1997). Immigration, acculturation, and adaptation. Applied psychology, 46(1), 5-34. 
 
Hou, Feng, Grant Schellenberg, and John Berry. "Patterns and determinants of immigrants’ sense of belonging to 
Canada and their source country." Ethnic and Racial Studies (2017): 1-20. 
 
Berry, John W., Jean S. Phinney, David L. Sam, and Paul Vedder. "Immigrant youth: Acculturation, identity, and 
adaptation." Applied psychology 55, no. 3 (2006): 303-332. 
 
October 10 Pre-migration Experiences 
 
Jones-Correa, Michael. "Does Prior Socialization Define Patterns of Integration? Mexican Immigrants and Their 
Political Participation in the United States." Just Ordinary Citizens?: Towards a Comparative Portrait of the 
Political Immigrant (2016): 83. 
 
Bilodeau, Antoine. "Migrating Gender Inequalities? Immigrant Women's Participation in Political Survey 
Research." International Migration Review 50, no. 4 (2016): 951-976. 
 
Bueker, C.S., 2005. Political incorporation among immigrants from ten areas of origin: The persistence of source 
country effects. International Migration Review, 39(1), pp.103-140. 
 
Bilodeau, Antoine. "Is democracy the only game in town? Tension between immigrants' democratic desires and 
authoritarian imprints." Democratization 21, no. 2 (2014): 359-381. 
 
 
October 17 Xenophobia and Discrimination 
 
Maxwell, Rashaan. 2009 Caribbean and South Asian Identification with British Society: the importance of perceived 
discrimination Ethnic and Racial Studies 32(8): 1449-1469 
 
Just, Aida, and Christopher J. Anderson. "Opinion climates and immigrant political action: A cross-national study of 
25 European democracies." Comparative Political Studies 47, no. 7 (2014): 935-965. 
 
Pérez, Efrén O. "Xenophobic Rhetoric and Its Political Effects on Immigrants and Their Co‐Ethnics." American 
Journal of Political Science 59, no. 3 (2015): 549-564. 
 
 
October 31 Local Communities and Networks 
 
Cho, Wendy K. Tam, James G. Gimpel, and Joshua J. Dyck. "Residential concentration, political socialization, and 
voter turnout." Journal of Politics 68, no. 1 (2006): 156-167. 
 
Bilodeau, Antoine. "Residential segregation and the electoral participation of immigrants in Australia." International 
Migration Review 43, no. 1 (2009): 134-159. 
 
Leighley, Jan E., and Tetsuya Matsubayashi. "The implications of class, race, and ethnicity for political networks." 
American Politics Research 37, no. 5 (2009): 824-855. 
 
 
 
 
 
November 7 The Impact of Integration Policies  
 
Joppke, Christian. "Civic integration in Western Europe: three debates." West European Politics (2017): 1-24. 
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Goodman, Sara Wallace, and Matthew Wright. "Does mandatory integration matter? Effects of civic requirements on 
immigrant socio-economic and political outcomes." Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies 41, no. 12 (2015): 
1885-1908. 
 
Ersanilli, Evelyn, and Ruud Koopmans. "Do immigrant integration policies matter? A three-country comparison 
among Turkish immigrants." West European Politics 34, no. 2 (2011): 208-234. 
 
Wright, Matthew, and Irene Bloemraad. "Is there a trade-off between multiculturalism and socio-political 
integration? Policy regimes and immigrant incorporation in comparative perspective." Perspectives on Politics 10, 
no. 1 (2012): 77-95. 
 
 
November 14 The Second Generation 
 
Alba, Richard. "Bright vs. blurred boundaries: Second-generation assimilation and exclusion in France, Germany, 
and the United States." Ethnic and racial studies 28, no. 1 (2005): 20-49. 
 
Humphries, Melissa, Chandra Muller, and Kathryn S. Schiller. "The political socialization of adolescent children of 
immigrants." Social science quarterly94.5 (2013): 1261-1282. 
 
Terriquez, Veronica, and Hyeyoung Kwon. "Intergenerational family relations, civic organisations, and the political 
socialisation of second-generation immigrant youth." Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies 41, no. 3 (2015): 425-
447. 
 
 
November 21 Transnationalism 
 
Bloemraad, Irene. "Who claims dual citizenship? The limits of postnationalism, the possibilities of transnationalism, 
and the persistence of traditional citizenship." International migration review 38, no. 2 (2004): 389-426. 
 
Wong, Lloyd L. "Transnationalism, active citizenship, and belonging in Canada." International Journal 63, no. 1 
(2008): 79-100. 
 
Guarnizo, Luis Eduardo, Alejandro Portes, and William Haller. "Assimilation and transnationalism: Determinants of 
transnational political action among contemporary migrants." American journal of sociology 108, no. 6 (2003): 1211-
1248. 
 
Pérez-Armendáriz, Clarisa, and David Crow. "Do migrants remit democracy? International migration, political 
beliefs, and behavior in Mexico." Comparative political studies 43, no. 1 (2010): 119-148. 
 
 
November 28 Presentations 
 
December 5 Presentations 
 
 

 
 
Academic Accommodations 

The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with Learning 
Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Autism 
Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you 
have a disability requiring academic accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or 
pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation. If you are already registered with the PMC, contact your PMC 
coordinator to send me your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two 

mailto:pmc@carleton.ca
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weeks before the first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). After 
requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with me to ensure accommodation arrangements are made. 
Please consult the PMC website for the deadline to request accommodations for the formally-scheduled exam 
(if applicable).  

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should apply in 
writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. Such requests 
should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is 
known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be 
worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors 
will make accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and 
students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an Equity 
Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an appointment to discuss your 
needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is anticipated the 
accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, the ideas, 
expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   
 
• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, regardless of the 

source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or reference to the original source; 
• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in whole or in part, 

by someone else; 
• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without appropriate 

acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 
• using another’s data or research findings; 
• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works and/or failing 

to use quotation marks; 
• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without prior written 

permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  The Associate 
Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the student, when an 
instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not trivial. They may include a mark of 
zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  
 
Student or professor materials created for this course (including presentations and posted notes, labs, case 
studies, assignments and exams) remain the intellectual property of the author(s). They are intended for 
personal use and may not be reproduced or redistributed without prior written consent of the author(s). 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be submitted directly to the instructor according to the 
instructions in the course outline and will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments 
may be submitted to the drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every 
business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not 
returned in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment 
returned by mail.  Final exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 

Grading:  Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor, subject to the approval of the faculty 
Dean. Final standing in courses will be shown by alphabetical grades. The system of grades used, with 
corresponding grade points is: 

 
Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 
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90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 
85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 
80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 
77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 
73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 
70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval 
of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to revision. No grades 
are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Carleton E-mail Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of Political Science will 
be via official Carleton university e-mail accounts and/or cuLearn.  As important course and University 
information is distributed this way, it is the student’s responsibility to monitor their Carleton and cuLearn 
accounts.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made its mission to 
provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding social events, debates, and 
panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science students at Carleton University. Our mandate is to 
arrange social and academic activities in order to instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the 
larger University community. Members can benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement both 
academic and social life at Carleton University. To find out more, visit 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/politicalsciencesociety/ 
or come to our office in Loeb D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the official course 
outline.  
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/politicalsciencesociety/

