
PSCI 2200A      Professor Melissa Haussman 

Intro to U.S. Politics    Dept. of Political Science 

Fall 2022      https://carleton.ca/polisci/  

Sept. 13-Dec. 6, 2022     melissa.haussman@carleton.ca 

Tuesdays 11:35-1:35 

In person 

Office hrs:  M/T 10-11:30 and by appt Loeb A 623 

Location: check Carleton Central 

Course description: 

In this course,  our discussion will cover enormously exciting and topical questions 

which have lately been presented to US policymakers.   While many of these 

questions were raised at the time of framing and ratifying the Constitution from 

1787-1791, most of them have returned over the past 200+ years in some form.   

Over the course of the term, we will look at the slave-owning roots of inequality in 

the US and how political institutions were constructed to enable privileged access 

to white property owners.  We will also pay attention each week to the strongly 

“checked and balanced” US system (horizontally across the legislative, executive 

and judicial branches as well as vertically between the federal and state levels).   

Taken together, these structural aspects have posed large obstacles for 

organizations fighting for different groups’ rights, including most recently Black 

Lives Matter and Asian Lives Matter, and for LGBT and Sexual and Reproductive 

Health  equality.   Since the US Congressional midterm and state-level elections 

occur midway through the course on November 8, we will cover the political 

behaviour module typically listed as the third and last module, as the second 

module and finish with political institutions as the third.  Module 2 will include 

specific discussions of issues of voting rights and restrictions at the state and local 

level, the incomparable role of private money in US elections and the Electoral 

Count Act of 1887 as the mechanism ex-President Trump and his allies tried to rely 

on at the time of the planned peaceful transfer of Presidential power in early 2021, 

leading to the Jan. 6, 2021 riots.  We will also examine the electoral fate of 

Republicans voting to impeach President Trump in 2019 and 2021, including Rep. 

Liz Cheney, on November 8. 

https://carleton.ca/polisci/
mailto:melissa.haussman@carleton.ca
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Policies discussed in Modules 1 and 3 will include: 1)  policing as a state and local 

matter and “qualified immunity” for police officers;  2) diversity in Congress and 

the Executive Branch; and 3) Supreme Court procedures around the concept of 

precedent and the Dobbs v. Jackson decision of June 24, 2022, as well as the 

polarized nature of Senate hearings on potential Supreme Court justices. 

No prior US politics knowledge is assumed but is always welcomed!  This course 

centers around the fact that the US lives under an “old” written Constitution and 

the implications for how and which things can be changed and which areas are 

much harder to change. 

We will meet each week in person.  I will present topics from the slides posted 

prior to each class, and  there will be discussion periods. Each set of slides starts 

with “structuring questions” to guide you and me through the key arguments 

presented.  There will also be other videos/files embedded in Brightspace, 

particularly emphasizing key aspects of the overview of US politics as embedded 

in the slides.  These other sources will 1) help amplify the points I make in the 

slides, and 2) give you more insights for class and TA discussions. The reference 

book to be used for this course is the Rice University open-text American 

Government, 2nd ed. available for free download at: www.openstax.org and posted 

on the Brightspace homepage.   

Learning outcomes: 

By the end of the course, you will have achieved the ability to: 

1) Identify and understand crucial aspects of why the US political framework 

is structured in such a unique way-particularly regarding the presence of 

checks and balances, both horizontal and vertical. 

2) Analyze the arguments used by both right and left (among policy makers 

and citizens) to frame their positions. 

3) Decide whether the current actions of the US government fit with the 

Constitutional framers’ statements in 1787 or not. 

4) Contribute to the evolution of the class over the six and one-half weeks in 

terms of your written and group participation. 

5) Demonstrate the ability to have respectful, university-level conversations 

about the currently-polarized nature of US politics, how it got there and 

why. 

 

http://www.openstax.org/
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Assignments/Assessments: 

1) To start, there will be a short introductory (ungraded) exercise which asks 

you to identify which aspects of US politics interest or puzzle you the most, 

as well as any exposure you have had to US politics.  You can also include 

any other information about yourself which you would like to.  See my 

introduction about myself on the homepage! 

2) There will be a midterm paper, concerning the lead-up to and results of the 

Congressional midterms (and  party control of state legislatures) on 

November 8.  It will constitute the single largest grade of the course, at 35%.  

The overall questions regarding the midterm will concern the following: 

a) Scholars have observed that the average loss the President’s party faces 

in midterm elections for the US House is 26 seats-we will want to pay 

attention to this and see what happens on November 8 

b) We will look at the above in light of the fact that after the mandated ten-

year redistricting, 2022 is its first test in the House elections, and the fact 

that Republican-dominated states have received most of the re-

apportionment seats and have been able to draw the House seats to their 

liking; 

c) What do we think will be the influence of the following:  the Supreme 

Court’s Dobbs decision in June on abortion; the passage after one year 

plus of wrangling of a slimmed-down Presidential agenda in the form of 

the Inflation Reduction Act in August 2022, and a slimmed-down gun-

control law in June 2022?  

d)  Due:  November 14 by 11 pm  2,000 words 

3) Two short papers 1000 words each-double spaced, with sources identified.  

At least two non-textbook sources per paper.  25% each.  Due dates:  

October 11, December 6 by 11 pm. 

4) For the papers, rubrics will be provided on Brightspace.  Overall,  an 

excellent paper will do the following: 1) present a clear description of the 

issue; 2) develop the ideas in logical ways where the reader can see the 

connections; 3) uses evidence to back up claims; 4) makes no errors in 

grammar, spelling or sentence structure.  The word count does not include 

the sources (minimum two). 

5) Participation in class and TA groups:  15% 

Late assignments will be assessed at a penalty of 1/3 grade per day. 
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Course meeting outline: 

Module I  Background, US government structure and its Effect on Groups 

Contesting for Equality, Sept. 13-Oct. 18 

September 13 Overview 

Textbook, Ch. 1  

September 20 Constitution and Federalism 

Textbook, Chs. 2, 3  

Sept. 27  Civil Liberties  

Textbook, Ch. 4 

October 4 Civil Rights I 

Textbook, Ch. 5 

October 11 Civil Rights II 

Questions for guidance in discussion: A) whom does the severely checked and 

balanced structure of US government serve?  Whom does it hurt? 

B)  why is the local nature of policing and gun control in the US so important?  

C)  why is it so hard to achieve consistency of civil liberties and civil rights in the 

US?  We will also pay attention to how BLM built on historic issue themes and 

strategies of the Civil Rights movement.  

Paper #1 due Oct. 11 by 11 pm on Brightspace Discussing topic c above.   

Module 2  Political Behaviour in the US-Two-party system, Voting, 

Campaigns, Election finance    October 11-18, November 1-8 

October 18 Political Parties 

Text, Ch. 9 

November 1 Voting and Elections  

Text, Ch. 7 

November 8 Campaign Finance 

Readings to be posted to Brightspace 
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Questions for guidance in discussion: 

A)  What are the sources of private finance in US elections? 

B) Why does the heavy role given to states, countries and towns in the 

Constitution and subsequent law in election administration matter? 

C) Why does President Biden’s approval rating matter for November 8, 2022? 

 

Midterm due Nov. 14 by 11 pm 

 

 

Module 3 Institutions of Government (Federal) November 15-December 6 

November 15 Congress, Part I 

Textbook, Ch. 11 

November 22 Congress, Part II 

Readings to be posted to Brightspace 

November 29 Presidency 

Textbook, Ch. 12 

December 6 Federal Courts, especially Supreme Court 

Textbook, Ch. 13 

 

Questions for guidance in discussion:   

A) What are crucial differences in the House and Senate and why do they operate 

that way?   

B)  What are the forces in operation against diversifying Congress, the Presidency 

and the Supreme Court?  

C)  Are the sources of Presidential power mostly listed in the Constitution 

(enumerated) or seized over time through the doctrine of “implied powers”? 
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D)  What do we think the January 6 riots in Washington, DC (and trucker protest in 

Ottawa in January/February 2022) indicated? 

 

Short Paper # 2 due Dec. 6 by 11 pm  topic: 

1) Has increased diversity in the membership and leadership of both Houses of 

Congress made a policy difference that you can see?  Why or why not? 

A) In particular, please discuss the disagreements between the Progressive 

Caucus and New Democrat Coalition on at least two policy issues 

confronting President Biden since January 2021 and how they have made 

themselves felt in legislative outputs. 

 

Appendix 

 

Covid-19 Information 

 
It is important to remember that COVID is still present in Ottawa. The situation can 

change at any time and the risks of new variants and outbreaks are very real. There are 

a number of actions you can take to lower your risk and the risk you pose to those 

around you including being vaccinated, wearing a mask, staying home when you’re 

sick, washing your hands and maintaining proper respiratory and cough etiquette. 

 

Feeling sick? Remaining vigilant and not attending work or school when sick or with 

symptoms is critically important. If you feel ill or exhibit COVID-19 symptoms do not 

come to class or campus. If you feel ill or exhibit symptoms while on campus or in class, 

please leave campus immediately. In all situations, you must follow Carleton’s symptom 

reporting protocols.  

 

Masks: On the recommendation of Ottawa Public Health, Carleton will be maintaining 

the mandatory COVID-19 Mask Policy until further notice. The policy requires masks to 

be worn in all university buildings, including offices, classrooms and labs.  

 

Vaccines: Further, while proof of vaccination is no longer required as of May 1 to attend 

campus or in-person activity, it may become necessary for the University to bring back 

proof of vaccination requirements on short notice if the situation and public health 

advice changes. Students are strongly encouraged to get a full course of vaccination, 

including booster doses as soon as they are eligible, and submit their booster dose 

information in cuScreen as soon as possible. Please note that Carleton cannot 

https://carleton.ca/covid19/health-and-safety/reducing-your-risks/
https://carleton.ca/covid19/covid-19-symptom-reporting/
https://carleton.ca/covid19/covid-19-symptom-reporting/
https://carleton.ca/covid19/policies-and-protocols/mask-policy/
http://carleton.ca/covid19/cuscreen
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guarantee that it will be able to offer virtual or hybrid learning options for those who are 

unable to attend the campus.  
 

All members of the Carleton community are required to follow requirements and 

guidelines regarding health and safety which may change from time to time. For the 

most recent information about Carleton’s COVID-19 response and health and safety 

requirements please see the University’s COVID-19 website and review the Frequently 

Asked Questions (FAQs). Should you have additional questions after reviewing, please 

contact covidinfo@carleton.ca. 

 
Requests for Academic Accommodation 
 
You may need special arrangements to meet your academic obligations during the 
term. For an accommodation request, the processes are as follows:  
 
Pregnancy accommodation: Please contact your instructor with any requests for 
academic accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible 
after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more details, visit the Equity 
Services website: carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-
Accommodation.pdf. 
 
Religious accommodation: Please contact your instructor with any requests for 
academic accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible 
after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more details, visit the Equity 
Services website: carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-
Accommodation.pdf. 
 
Accommodations for students with disabilities: If you have a documented disability 
requiring academic accommodations in this course, please contact the Paul Menton 
Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a 
formal evaluation or contact your PMC coordinator to send your instructor your Letter of 
Accommodation at the beginning of the term. You must also contact the PMC no later 
than two weeks before the first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring 
accommodation (if applicable). After requesting accommodation from PMC, reach out to 
your instructor as soon as possible to ensure accommodation arrangements are made. 
For more information, please visit carleton.ca/pmc. 
 
Accommodation for student activities: Carleton University recognizes the substantial 
benefits, both to the individual student and for the university, that result from a student 
participating in activities beyond the classroom experience. Reasonable 
accommodation must be provided to students who engage in student activities at the 
national or international level. Please contact your instructor with any requests for 
academic accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible 
after the need for accommodation is known to exist. https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-
content/uploads/Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-1.pdf. 
 

https://carleton.ca/covid19/
https://carleton.ca/covid19/faq/
https://carleton.ca/covid19/faq/
mailto:covidinfo@carleton.ca
http://carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf
http://carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf
http://carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf
http://carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf
mailto:pmc@carleton.ca
http://carleton.ca/pmc
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-1.pdf
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-1.pdf
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For more information on academic accommodation, please contact the departmental 
administrator or visit: students.carleton.ca/course-outline. 
 
Sexual Violence Policy 
 
As a community, Carleton University is committed to maintaining a positive learning, 
working and living environment where sexual violence will not be tolerated. Survivors 
are supported through academic accommodations as per Carleton's Sexual Violence 
Policy. For more information about the services available at the university and to obtain 
information about sexual violence and/or support, visit: carleton.ca/sexual-violence-
support. 
 
Plagiarism 
 
The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, the 
ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This includes reproducing 
or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, 
regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or 
reference to the original source. Examples of sources from which the ideas, expressions 
of ideas or works of others may be drawn from include but are not limited to: books, 
articles, papers, literary compositions and phrases, performance compositions, 
chemical compounds, art works, laboratory reports, research results, calculations and 
the results of calculations, diagrams, constructions, computer reports, computer 
code/software, material on the internet and/or conversations. 
 
Examples of plagiarism include, but are not limited to:  
 

• any submission prepared in whole or in part, by someone else; 
• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, paraphrased material, algorithms, 

formulae, scientific or mathematical concepts, or ideas without appropriate 
acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

• using another’s data or research findings without appropriate acknowledgement; 
• submitting a computer program developed in whole or in part by someone else, 

with or without modifications, as one’s own; and 
• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using 

another’s work and/or failing to use quotations marks. 
 
Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s 
instructor.  The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, 
including an interview with the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has 
been plagiarized.  Penalties are not trivial. They may include a mark of zero for the 
plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  
 
More information on the University’s Academic Integrity Policy can be found at: 
https://carleton.ca/registrar/academic-integrity/. 
 

http://students.carleton.ca/course-outline
http://carleton.ca/sexual-violence-support
http://carleton.ca/sexual-violence-support
https://carleton.ca/registrar/academic-integrity/
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Intellectual property  
 
Student or professor materials created for this course (including presentations and 
posted notes, labs, case studies, assignments and exams) remain the intellectual 
property of the author(s). They are intended for personal use and may not be 
reproduced or redistributed without prior written consent of the author(s). 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work 
 
Papers must be submitted directly to the instructor according to the instructions in the 
course outline. During the COVID-19 pandemic, the departmental office will not accept 
assignments submitted in hard copy.  
 
Grading 
 
Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor, subject to the approval of 
the faculty Dean. Final standing in courses will be shown by alphabetical grades. The 
system of grades used, with corresponding grade points is: 
Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 

90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 

85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 

80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 

77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 

73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 

70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 
Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval of 
the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to 
revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Carleton E-mail Accounts 
 
All email communication to students from the Department of Political Science will be via 
official Carleton University e-mail accounts and/or Brightspace.  As important course 
and university information is distributed this way, it is the student’s responsibility to 
monitor their Carleton University email accounts and Brightspace.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society 
 
The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made its mission to provide a social 
environment for politically inclined students and faculty. By hosting social events, 
including Model Parliament, debates, professional development sessions and more, 
CPSS aims to involve all political science students at Carleton University. Our mandate 
is to arrange social and academic activities in order to instill a sense of belonging within 
the Department and the larger University community. Members can benefit through our 
networking opportunities, academic engagement initiatives and numerous events which 
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aim to complement both academic and social life at Carleton University. To find out 
more, visit us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/CarletonPoliticalScienceSociety/. 
 
Official Course Outline 
 
The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the official course outline. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/CarletonPoliticalScienceSociety/

