
Carleton University         Fall 2017  
 

PSCI 1100a 
Introduction to Political Science I: Democracy in Theory and Practice 

Department of Political Science  
 
Instructor: Prof. Farhang Rajaee  Office: Loeb A627 
Phone: 520 2600 X 2800    OHs:  Wednesday 9:00-10:30 and 
Email: farhang.rajaee@carleton.ca    Tuesday 9:30-11:00 
 
Lectures: Wednesday 11:35 – 13:25, Southam Hall; Kailash Mital Theatre 
Tutorials: A-1 Wed 13:35-14:25: A-2 Wed 13:35-14:25; A-3 Wed 13:35-14:25; 
A-4 Wed 13:35-14:25; A-5 Wed 14:35-15:25; A-6 Wed 14:35-15:25; A-7 Wed 
14:35-15:25; A-8 Wed 14:35-15:25; A-9 Wed 14:35-15:25; A-10 Wed 15:35-
16:25; A-11 Wed 15:35-16:25; A-12 Wed 15:35-16:25; A-13 Wed 15:35-16:25; 
A-14 Wed 15:35-16:25; and A-15 Wed 15:35-16:25. 
 
Description. What do people mean when they talk about “democracy” and how 
does that understanding relates to politics? Many take them as synonymous. What 
is the relation of the two concepts? Do they entail power, freedom, or the good? 
What is the role of the individual in the political? Is this a privilege for the 
individual to engage in politics or an obligation? What does it mean when it is said 
by Gibran Khalil Gibran and popularized by John F. Kennedy to “ask not what 
your country can do for you; ask what you can do for your country?” Maybe one 
can ask the following: As citizen of a particular country or citizen of the world 
“what together can we do for the freedom of man” and the enhancement of the 
humanity? Should we resist power for freedom and the good, and if so, how? Do 
democracy and the political have a history and, perhaps, a geography, and what 
might they look like? What particular rules, procedures and institutions help 
enhance the manifestation of democracy and the political? Does geography of East 
or West affect these forms and institutions, and if so how? How has the globalized 
world and the third wave of human changes, i.e., information revolution influenced 
the ways in which people practice politics? Have these changes affected 
democracy and the political and if so how?  

This course will take up these and other questions about the working of 
democracy and politics. We will study the role of the individual agent through the 
lens of certain major thinkers, past and present, paying special attention to what 
they understand by the role of the individual. Then, we explore the rule of game 
that makes democracy and politics work. We further look at the arena where the 
individual and rules of the game manifest themselves. The form this arena has 



taken in the past five centuries has been the state, so the last part of the class 
concentrate on state and its development, particularly its contemporary position in 
the age of connected world of globalization.  

 
Required Texts: There are three required books for the course, ordered for 
purchase from the Carleton University Bookstore. 
 

Hannah Arendt. The Human Condition. Chicago: The University of Chicago 
Press, second edition, 1998, ISBN 0-226-02598-5 
Christopher Pierson. The Modern State. New York: Routledge, 3rd Edition, 
2011, ISBN 978-0-415-58762-4. 
Charles Taylor. Modern Social Imaginaries. Durham: Duke University 
Press, 2004. pbk ISBN 0-8223-3293-0. 
 

Evaluation: The following components determine the final grade in PSCI 1100. 
Regular attendance in the lectures is of utmost importance and not only help you 
grasp the reading and the discussion, it is a major part of your “JOB” as students, 
hence no grade assigned for it. So is, doing the required readings associated with 
each session in advance of the lecture. 
  

Attendance and Participation (particularly in discussion groups) 15%  
Review 15% (Due date: 11 Oct 2017)  
Research paper 30% (Due date: 8 Nov 2017)  
Final exam 40% (Exam period, 10-22 Dec 2017)  

 
Attendance and Participation: All students must attend a discussion group on a 
regular basis. Students are required to prepare for the group sessions and contribute 
actively to the clarifying the material in the groups. Teaching assistants (TAs) will 
give further instructions on these points.  
 
Review: In order to provide early feedback to students on their performance in the 
course, there will be a short review assignment. Student will choose a reading for a 
session or a chapter of one of the textbook and discuss, NOT SUMMARIZE what 
the author (1) has aimed; how (2) has argued the material, and an (3) evaluation of 
the content. 
  
Research paper: The main written assignment will be a paper of 6-8 pages (12 
points font, Times New Roman, double-spaced, i.e., 2000-2500 words). Students 
are encouraged to choose a topic in consultation with the Professor or TAs. Advice 
on research will be given in class. The four main criteria are: Clarity; Coherence; 



Comprehension; Completeness. Papers will follow the rules for citation and 
referencing which have been discussed throughout the term; marks will be 
deducted from the paper grade if this is not the case.  
 
Final exam: There will be a three-hour exam at the end of term, which will take 
place during the formal exam period (Dec 10-22). The exam will be a combination 
of short answers and essay questions. It will cover all of the course material, 
including the required readings. Advice on exam preparation will be given in class. 
Students are reminded not to make any travel arrangements before they have 
checked the examination schedule.  
 
Submission of Coursework: All written assignments must be submitted as 
hardcopies to the instructor at the beginning of the lecture. For late assignments, 
the drop box in the Department of Political Science may be used. This box is 
located outside of the departmental office (B640 Loeb Building); it is emptied 
every weekday at 4 p.m. and papers are date-stamped with that day’s date. Unless a 
specific exception has been arranged, assignments sent per email will not be 
accepted. Written assignments will be returned in the discussion groups (not in the 
lectures). The final exam can be viewed during the instructor’s office hours, but 
will remain in the university’s possession. Unless a medical (or equivalent) excuse 
is provided, late assignments will be penalized by two (2) percentage points per 
day (including weekends); assignments more than a week late will receive a mark 
of 0%. Unexcused failure to show up for the final exam will result in a grade of 0% 
on the exam. 
 
NOTE 1: Email communication; Any email communication sent to the professor 
and teaching assistants should have as its subject heading: PSCI 1100A. Carleton 
requires that students, staff and faculty use Carleton email accounts when 
conducting University business. As stipulated above, course work will not be 
accepted by email. 
 
NOTE 2: Students must complete all course requirements in order to receive 
a passing grade, and no grades are final until approved by the Faculty Dean. 
 
Lecture Schedule: Below is the lecture schedule for the course, including 
assigned readings for each lecture. Students are expected to attend all lectures. It is 
also strongly recommended that students bring their textbook to class for lectures, 
as the lectures will often make explicit reference to passages or sections from 
required readings. 
 



W-Sept. 6: Introduction (Churchill, Lincoln and Pericles, CULearn) 
The Political, Regimes and democracy 

 The Course 
 

The Citizen (Actor) 
W- Sept. 13: The Human Condition (Arendt, 1-78) 
 The Human, personal, social or political 
 The World, private, collective, common   
 
W- Sept. 20: Labour and Work (Arendt, 79-174) 
 Labour and its consequence  
 Work and its consequence 
 
W- Sept. 27: Action (Arendt, 175-247)  
 Beginning and Boldness 

Homo civitas 
 
W- Oct. 4: Modern Age, the Good (Arendt, pp. 248-325) 
 The Modern World 
 Action now 

Rules of the Game (Isonomy) 
W- Oct. 11: “Self-Understanding” (Taylor, 1-67) 
 Modern Moral Order, the new imaginary 
 Dis-embedding 
 
W- Oct. 18: “Social Self-Understanding” (Taylor, 69-107) 
 The Economy 
 Public Space and Public Rule 
 
W- Oct. 25: Fall Break 
 
W- Nov. 1: Modern Society (Taylor, 109-161) 
 The Sovereign People 
 Comprehensive-Horizontal Society 
  
W- Nov. 8: Secularity (Taylor, 163-196) 

Nation and or in History 
 God and Society 
 
 



Institutions (Dignity) 
W- Nov. 15: State and Modernity (Pierson, CC 1-2) 
 State and or in History 
 State and Modernity 
 
W- Nov. 22: State, Society and Economy (Pierson, CC 3-5) 
 Society, economy and State 
 Citizens and State 
 
W- Nov. 29: State and the World (Pierson, CC 6-7) 
 The World and the State 
 State and the Future 
 
W- Dec. 6: Conclusion  
 Conquest and Subjugation 
 Statesmanship and Empowerment  
 

Recommended Readings 
On the Citizen (Actor) 

Carter, Stephen L. Civility: Manners, Morals, and the Etiquette of 
Democracy.  New York: Basic Books, 1998. 

Crick, Bernard (Ed.). Citizens: Towards a Citizenship Culture. Malden, MA: 
Blackwell Publishers, 2001. 

Elias, Nobert. The Civilizing Process. Translated by Edmund Jephcott. New 
York: Orizeen Books, 1978. 

Goleman Daniel. Social Intelligence: The New Science of Human 
Relationships. New York: the Bantham Books, 2006.  

Kampowski, Stephan Arendt, Augustine, and the New Beginning: The Action 
Theory and Moral Thought of Hannah Arendt in the Light of Her Dissertation on 
St. Augustine, Eerdmans, 2008. 

Kierkegaard, Soren A. The Present Age and of the Difference between a 
Genius and an Apostle. Translated by Alexander Dru and Introduction by Walter 
Kaufmann. New York: Harper and Row, 1962. 

Lewis, Clive Staples. The Four Loves. London: G. Bles, 1960. 
MacIntyre, Alasdair. After Virtue; a Study in Moral Theory. London: Gerald 

Duckworth & Co. Ltd, 1981. 
Niebuhr, Reinhold. The Nature and Destiny of Man: a Christian 

Interpretation. London: Nisbet, 1949.  
Macpherson, C. B. The Political Theory of Possessive Individualism 

(Hobbes to Locke). Oxford: the Oxford University Press, 1962. 



Marcuse, Herbert. One Dimensional Man; Studies in the Ideology of 
Advanced Industrial Society. Boston: Beacon Press, 1964. 

Sen, Amartya. Identity and Violence: The Illusion of Destiny. New York: W. 
W. Norton, 2006. 

  
On Rules of the Game (Isonomy) 

Arend, Anthony C. Legal Rules and International Society. New York: 
Oxford University Press, 1999 

Arendt, Hannah. On Revolution. New York: Viking Press, 1965. 
Berman, Marshal. All That Is Solid Melts into Air: the Experience of 

Modernity. New York: Simon and Simon, 1981. 
Bull, Hedley and Adam Watson (eds.), The Expansion of International 

Society Oxford: Clarendon. 1984.  
Elshtain, Jean Bethke. Democracy on Trial. Concord: Anansi, 1993. 
Fehér, Ferenc (Ed.). The French Revolution and the Birth of Modernity. 

Berkeley: University of California Press, 1990. 
Ferguson, Adam (1991). An Essay on the History of Civil Society. With a 

new introduction by Louis Schneider. London: Transaction Publisher, second 
printing. 

Gray John. Two Faces of Liberalism. New York: The New Press, 2000. 
Giddens, Anthony. The Consequences of Modernity. Stanford: Stanford 

University Press, 1990. 
--------- ----------. Modernity and Self-Identity: Self and Society in the Late 

Modern Age. Cambridge: Polity Press, 1991. 
Habermas, Jürgen. The Philosophical Discourse of Modernity: Twelve 

Lectures. Translated from the German by Frederick Lawrence. Cambridge: MIT 
Press, 1987.   

------------, --------. The Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere: An 
Inquiry into a Category of Bourgeois Society. Cambridge, Mass., MIT Press, 1991. 

Harvey, David. The Condition of Postmodernity; an Inquiry into the Origins 
of Cultural Change. Oxford: Blackwell, 1989. 

Himmelfarb, Gertrude. The Roads to Modernity: the British, French, and 
American Enlightenments. New York: Knopf, Distributed by Random House, 
2004. 

Marcuse, Herbert. Reason and Revolution: Hegel and the Rise of Social 
Theory. London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1955 (1986 printing). 

Polanyi, Karl. The Great Transformation: the Political and Economic 
Origins of Our Time. Boston: Beacon Press, new printing, 2001. 

Reiss, Timothy J. Against Autonomy: Global Dialectics of Cultural 
Exchange. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2002. 



Sen, Amartya. Development as Freedom. New York: Oxford University 
Press, 1999. 

Taylor, Charles. A Secular Age. Cambridge, Mass.: Belknap Press of 
Harvard University Press, 2007. 
 --------- --------. The Malaise of Modernity. Concord: Anansi, 1991. 
 --------- --------. Sources of the Self: the Making of the Modern Identity. 
Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 1989. 
 --------- --------, “Two Theories of Modernity,” The Hastings Center Report. 
25:2 (March-April 1995), 24-33 ff.  

Thompson, Kenneth W (1981). The Moral Issue in Statecraft; Twentieth-
Century Approaches and Problems. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University.  

Weber, Max. The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism. London: 
Unwin, 1965. 

Wolfe, Alan (2009). The Future of Liberalism. New York: Alfred A Knopf.  
Zakaria, Fareed. The Future of Freedom: Illiberal Democracy at Home and 

Abroad. New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 2003.  
 

On Institutions (Dignity) 
Bentham, Jeremy. The Panopticon Writings. Edited and Introduced by 

Miran Bozovic. London: Verso, 1995. 
Bobbio, Norberto. Democracy and Dictatorship; the Nature and Limits of 

State Power. Translated by Peter Kennealy. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota 
Press, 1989. 

Bratsis, Peter. Everyday Life and the State. New York: Routledge, 2007. 
Cudworth, Erika, Timothy Hall and John McGovern.  The Modern State: 

Theories and Ideologies. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2007. 
Hall, John A. ed. The State: Critical Concepts. 2 Volumes, New York: 

Routledge, 1994.  
Hoffman, John. Citizenship beyond the State. London: Sage Publications, 

2004. 
Lefebvre, Henri. State, Space, World; Selected Essays. Edited by Neil 

Brenner and Stuart Elden. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2009. 
Poulantzas, Nicos. State, Power, Socialism. With and Introduction by Stuart 

Hall. London Verso, 2000. 
Sanders, John T. and Jan Narveson (eds.). For and Against the State: New 

Philosophical Readings. Lanham: Rowman and Littlefield Publishers, Inc. 1996. 
Scott, James C. Seeing Like a State; How Certain Schemes to Improve the 

Human Condition Have Failed. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1999. 
  



Academic Accommodations 
The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with 
Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and 
impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a disability requiring academic 
accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a 
formal evaluation. If you are already registered with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to 
send me your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two 
weeks before the first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). 
After requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with me to ensure accommodation 
arrangements are made. Please consult the PMC website for the deadline to request 
accommodations for the formally-scheduled exam (if applicable).  
For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances 
should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic 
requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as 
possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before 
the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an 
individual basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make 
accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and 
students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to 
contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, 
make an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the 
first academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, 
the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   
 
• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, 

regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or 
reference to the original source; 

• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in 
whole or in part, by someone else; 

• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 
appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

• using another’s data or research findings; 
• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works 

and/or failing to use quotation marks; 
• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without 

prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  
The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with 
the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are 
not trivial. They may include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the 
course.  
Student or professor materials created for this course (including presentations and posted 
notes, labs, case studies, assignments and exams) remain the intellectual property of the 

mailto:pmc@carleton.ca


author(s). They are intended for personal use and may not be reproduced or redistributed 
without prior written consent of the author(s). 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be submitted directly to the instructor 
according to the instructions in the course outline and will not be date-stamped in the 
departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the corridor outside 
B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that day's 
date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  
Final exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
Grading:  Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor, subject to the approval of 
the faculty Dean. Final standing in courses will be shown by alphabetical grades. The system of 
grades used, with corresponding grade points is: 
 

Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 
90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 
85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 
80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 
77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 
73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 
70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject 
to the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be 
subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Carleton E-mail Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of 
Political Science will be via official Carleton university e-mail accounts and/or cuLearn.  As 
important course and University information is distributed this way, it is the student’s 
responsibility to monitor their Carleton and cuLearn accounts.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made 
its mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding 
social events, debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science 
students at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and academic activities in 
order to instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the larger University community. 
Members can benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement both academic 
and social life at Carleton University. To find out more, visit 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/politicalsciencesociety/ 
or come to our office in Loeb D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the 
official course outline.  
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/politicalsciencesociety/
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