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SOCI 5806 X / ANTH 5708 U: 

Political Economy of Migration and Im/mobilities 

Institute of Political Economy  

Carleton University 
Winter 2022 

 
 
Instructor: Deniz Duruiz    
E-mail: deniz.duruiz@cunet.carleton.ca 
 
Office Hours: by appointment through Calendy link here  
Office location: Dunton Tower, 15th floor, Room 1503 
Zoom link for online office hours: link 
 
Seminar meetings: Thursday, 8.35 AM- 11.25 AM 
Seminar location: 417 Southam Hall  
Zoom link for seminar: link 

Course Description: 

It has been nearly three decades since globalization was first lauded as a transition from a 

protectionist nation-state-based rule to a transnational interconnectedness marked by a free flow 

of services, commodities, people, and ideas. Soon this celebration gave way to its critiques: only 

some people had the privilege to enjoy these free flows and accelerated mobilities. Others were 

forced to migrate, got stuck at borders, and did not have the time, money, papers, or other means 

of access to the circulating goods and services. COVID-19 pandemic amplified the inequalities 

in people’s capacities and rights to mobility and immobility (crossing borders, travelling across 

provinces/cities, working from home...etc.). In this course we will trace these inequalities 

through the histories of colonialism, the nation-state, and capitalism. Starting with the artificial 

and unstable distinction between the so-called economic migrants and (political) refugees, which 

forms the basis of the immigration barriers of the Global North, we will critically examine how 

contemporary immigration laws and policies, border regimes, and humanitarian logics of aid 

articulate with the global circulation of labor power, production of criminality, and “the social 

worlds and subjectivities produced at the border” (Mezzadra and Neilson 2013, 17).  

In this course, we will read multiple genres of texts on migration: summaries of international law 

on migration; critical theory on migration and borders, academic articles and ethnographies on 

“European migrant crisis” and contested issues of migration at the US-Mexico border, refugees’ 

economic and life experiences in Canada and around the world, various practices of South to 

South migration, transit migration, asylum, and exile; and a novel and several ethnographies 

about classed, racialized, medicalized, criminalized, and laboring migrant bodies. The aim of this 

course is to develop a critical perspective on the political economy of migration, which questions 

essentialized political and legal categories and prioritizes the human experience over state-

centric perspectives that reproduce global power structures.  



 7 

Course Format:  

This course was designed to be an in-person seminar but due to recent COVID restrictions in 

Ontario the first three weeks of the class will be held online. I hope that we will switch to in 

person as soon as it is safe to do so. By my safety standards, this means that we all have to wear 

masks while we are in the seminar room even if at some point during the semester not wearing 

masks indoors is allowed by federal or state regulations. So, students should be prepared for both 

online and in-person formats. Whether it is in-person or online, the seminar will be synchronous 

so you should block all three hours on your calendar.  

Course Requirements:  

 

Students should attend each scheduled meeting of the seminar having done the reading for the 

week, and participate in the discussion. Additionally, you will write five 500-750 word-long 

response papers with reference to the week’s readings. You should write at least two response 

papers out of the four weeks before the winter break (until Feb 17) and three response papers out 

of six weeks after the winter break. Response papers should be uploaded to Brightspace until 

9 PM on Wednesday (the day before the seminar). For example, for Week 2, the seminar is on 

Thursday Jan 21, response papers are due Wednesday, Jan 20th at 9 PM. If you have any problem 

uploading your paper, send it to me by email. The response paper should discuss the readings of 

the week and pose one or two questions that you would like to discuss in the seminar. Students are 

also expected to write a final paper proposal, which is a paragraph-long outline of what you are 

planning to write in your final paper and cite at least two readings from the course and at least two 

outside sources that you plan to use for your final paper. I will give written feedback to final paper 

proposals. Your final paper (20-25 pages, 12 pt., double-spaced) should address one or more of 

the themes of the course, directly refer to the readings and outside sources, and make an original 

argument. You are also encouraged to sign up for office hours and discuss your final paper with 

me. You should use one of the major citational styles for your final paper (ASA, APA, MLA, 

Chicago, Harvard…etc.) and consistently use the same style to organize your in-text citations, 

references, footnotes, and endnotes. Check their latest guidelines through MacOdrum Library’s 

website.  

 

Grading:  

5 response papers  35% 

Attendance and participation 30% 

Final paper proposal  5% 

Final Paper   30% 

I will grade everything out of 100 and convert the grades to a letter grade at the end of the 

course. I will use the conversion table suggested by Carleton University Calendar 

A+ = 90-100 B+ = 77-79 C+ = 67-69 D+ = 57-59 

A  = 85-89 B  = 73-76 C  = 63-66 D  = 53-56 

A - = 80-84 B - = 70-72 C - = 60-62 D - = 50-52 
F = Below 50    

https://library.carleton.ca/guides/help/citing-your-sources
https://library.carleton.ca/guides/help/citing-your-sources
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However, note that you cannot pass this course if you do not turn in at least 2 out of 5 response 

papers and the Final Paper. At the graduate level, any grade below a B- is considered 

unsatisfactory, if your grade for any assignment is below 70, you should make an appointment 

with me to talk about how to improve your grades.    

1) Response Papers:  

 

Reading response papers should reflect on the readings/course material of the week ahead. The 

response paper should discuss the readings of the week and pose one or two questions that you 

would like to discuss in the seminar. By definition, response papers should be handed in before 

the seminar because I want to read your reaction to the readings before I present my analyses and 

interpretation of the readings and we discuss them all together in class. You should write at least 

two response papers out of the four weeks before the winter break (until Feb 18) and three 

response papers out of six weeks after the winter break. Response papers should be uploaded 

to Brightspace until 9 PM on Thursday (the day before the seminar). For example, for Week 2, 

the seminar is on Friday Jan 22, response papers are due Thursday, Jan 21st at 9 PM. If you have 

any problem uploading your paper, send it to me by email.  

 

Length: 1,5-2 pages, double space, 12 pt (500-750 words) 

 

A good response paper should (not necessarily in the following order):  

 

1) Outline the main argument(s) of the reading.  

 

This is not an argument: I think the distinguishing between refugees and migrants is not 

good.  

 
This is an argument: The distinction between refugees and migrants serves as the legal 

basis of the immigration barriers of the Global North. 

 

2) Make a comparative conceptual argument. If there are two theoretical texts or two related 

concepts within a text, provide the definition of the main concepts that the text 

introduces, and the relationship between those concepts.  

 

The wrong way to do it → I think New Keywords Collective’s definition of migrant is 

better than UNHCR’s distinction between refugees and migrants. 

 

A good argument built on two related concepts →  UNHCR defines refugees as 

“persons fleeing armed conflict or persecution” and migrants as people who “choose to 

move not because of a direct threat of persecution or death, but mainly to improve their 

lives by finding work, or in some cases for education, family reunion, or other reasons” 

(Reference, page number). New Keywords Collective argues that this distinction is not 

only empirically untenable as people move due to complex reasons in face of dire 

consequences but it also has a criminalizing effect by creating the binary logic of 

“genuine” refugees and “illegal” immigrants.  

 



 9 

 

 

3) Critically respond to the reading. “Critical” does not mean “tear it apart and find the 

weaknesses in the reading”. “Respond” does not mean I want to know how the reading 

made you feel or whether your personal experience matches with the argument of the 

text. It means questioning the conceptual, analytical, empirical, textual, and literary 

contributions of the text to a general body of literature or to a particular debate. Ask 

yourself:  

 

a. What are the general issues the text raises? Who/what is the text arguing against? 

What are the new ways of thinking it offers to its readers?  

 

b. What did I learn by reading this text? Which assumptions did it make me rethink? 

What did it allow me to see that I would not have realized otherwise? 

 

c. What insights does this text offer when I read it together with the other texts 

assigned for this class?  

 

You do not have to (and probably should not try to) do all of these things in one response paper 

but make sure you do 1 (main argument) in all response papers and at least one of the 2, 3a, 3b or 

3c. 

 

Late Policy:  

Late response papers will be penalized by 7% grade reduction for the first day and 5% reduction 

for every following date. The first day has a higher penalty than the other days because it means 

that you did not hand in your response paper before we discussed the readings in class, which 

beats the purpose of response paper.  

The aim of this policy is to get you in the habit of setting realistic goals for a given writing 

project, planning ahead, managing your time wisely, and handing in work on time.  

2) Attendance and Participation:  

You will receive 2 points immediately after each seminar (the first week does not count, 

attendance is taken for 11 weeks) and the remaining 8 points at the end of the seminar. 

You get 1 point for attending the seminar and 1 point for contributing to the discussion with 

comments showing that you read and understood the texts assigned in the seminar. So, 22 out of 

30 points of attendance and participation are determined immediately after each seminar. This is 

the baseline. The remaining 8 points are about the overall quality of your contribution to the 

seminar. Are you making an original contribution? Did you give specific examples from the 

text? Did you raise questions that brought a new perspective to the discussion in the seminar? 

Did the depth of your engagement with the texts improve over time? These overall contribution 

points will be determined at the end of the seminar. 
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3) Final Paper Proposal:  

 

This is your chance to get feedback on your final paper idea so the more you provide, the more 

feedback I can give you. 

 

Your final paper proposal should include the following:  

 

• A brief description of your project  

• The main questions you will ask/issues you will address.   

• The resources you will use (specific book, public social media post, blog post, online 

forum, newspaper article, …etc.)  

• The method(s) of presentation you will use (e.g. academic paper, op-ed, podcast 

episode, vlog post…etc.)  

If you are planning to use audiovisual material, make sure you discuss in detail what exactly you 

are planning to do with it. 

4) Final Paper 

Your final paper (20-25 pages, 12 pt., double-spaced) should address one or more of the themes 

of the course, directly refer to the readings and outside sources, and make an original argument. 

You are also encouraged to sign up for office hours and discuss your final paper with me. You 

should use one of the major citational styles for your final paper (ASA, APA, MLA, Chicago, 

Harvard…etc.) and consistently use the same style to organize your in-text citations, references, 

footnotes, and endnotes. Check their latest guidelines through MacOdrum Library’s website.  

Late final papers will be penalized by 5% grade reduction for each day after the deadline. The 

last date I will accept late final papers is May 4th.  

All deadlines are on Wednesdays s at 9 PM 

Latest deadline for Response paper #1 Feb 9  

Latest deadline for Response paper #2 Feb 16 

  

WINTER BREAK Feb 21-25 

  

Latest deadline for Response paper #3 March 23 

Latest deadline for Response paper #4 March 30 

Latest deadline for Response paper #5 April 6 

  

Final Paper Proposal  March 30 

Final Paper April 27 

Requests for Academic Accommodations 

https://library.carleton.ca/guides/help/citing-your-sources
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If you are unable to complete an assignment on time due to an illness, family emergency or other 

extenuating circumstances, get in touch with me as soon as possible and ask for an extension. Do 

not wait until the last minute to ask for an extension. But also, do not shy away from asking 

for an extension. The sooner you get in touch with me, the sooner we can come up with a plan 

for you to catch up with no penalties. 

 

Accommodations during COVID:  

Due to COVID, instructors will not request or require a doctor’s note when students seek 

accommodation for missed term work or exams due to illness. Instead, students will be asked 

to complete the self-declaration form available here: https://carleton.ca/registrar/wp-

content/uploads/self-declaration.pdf 

 

Academic Regulations and Accommodations  

University rules regarding registration, withdrawal, appealing marks, and most anything else you might need to 

know can be found on the university’s website, your graduate student handbook, and the regulations and procedures 

of the Faculty of Public Affairs.  

For Students with Disabilities:  

The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with Learning 

Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Autism 

Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you 

have a disability requiring academic accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or 

pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation. If you are already registered with the PMC, contact your PMC 

coordinator to send your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the term.  

For Religious Obligations:  

Please contact your instructor with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or 

as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more details, visit the Equity Services 

website: www.carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf  

For Pregnancy:  

Please contact your instructor with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or 

as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more details, visit the Equity Services 

website: www.carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf  

For Survivors of Sexual Violence:  

As a community, Carleton University is committed to maintaining a positive learning, working and living 

environment where sexual violence will not be tolerated, and where survivors are supported through academic 

accommodations as per Carleton's Sexual Violence Policy. For more information about the services available at the 

university and to obtain information about sexual violence and/or support, visit: www.carleton.ca/sexual-violence- 

support  



 12 

For Extra-curricular Student Activities:  

Carleton University recognizes the substantial benefits, both to the individual student and for the university, that 

result from a student participating in activities beyond the classroom experience. Reasonable accommodation must 

be provided to students who compete or perform at the national or international level. Please contact your instructor 

with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the 

need for accommodation is known to exist. https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/Accommodation-for- 

Student-Activities-1.pdf  

 

Plagiarism  

Using someone else’s ideas, work, and written or spoken phrasing and presenting it as one’s own 

a violation of academic integrity known as plagiarism. However, human knowledge is 

cumulative, and we all have to build on the ideas of others in order to develop our own ideas.  

 

Of course, you should not wittingly “cheat”, which means “stealing” someone else’s ideas, 

phrasings or the results of their research and present it as your own. But in many cases, 

plagiarism occurs because the student does not pay attention to what to cite as someone else’s 

idea. 

Students are expected to familiarize themselves with and follow the Carleton University Student 

Academic Integrity Policy (See https://carleton.ca/registrar/academic-integrity/). The Policy is 

strictly enforced and is binding on all students. Academic dishonesty in any form will not be 

tolerated. Students who infringe the Policy may be subject to one of several penalties.  

What are the Penalties for Plagiarism?  

A student found to have plagiarized an assignment may be subject to one of several penalties 

including but not limited to: expulsion; suspension from all studies at Carleton; suspension from 

full-time studies; and/or a reprimand; a refusal of permission to continue or to register in a 

specific degree program; academic probation; award of an FNS, Fail, or an ABS.  

What are the Procedures?  

1. All allegations of plagiarism are reported to the faculty of Dean of FPA and to Management. 

Documentation is prepared by instructors and/or departmental chairs.  

2. The Dean writes to the student and the University Ombudsperson about the alleged 

plagiarism.  

3. The Dean reviews the allegation. If it is not resolved at this level then it is referred to a 

tribunal appointed by the Senate.  
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Course Readings: 

All the readings are required unless it is marked as “Suggested reading” 

Week 1: Jan 13 – Introduction to the seminar, review of the syllabus, and a short-film on 

the Mediterranean as border:  

“Liquid Traces: Spatial practices, aesthetics and humanitarian dilemmas at the maritime borders 

of the EU” directed by Charles Heller and Lorenzo Pezzani, 17 min, 2014  

Week 2: Jan 20 – “European Migration Crisis”  

Francesco Vacchiano “On Frequent Flyers and Boat People: Notes on Europe, Crisis, and 

Human Mobility”  

De Genova, N., 2017. “Introduction: The Borders of ‘Europe’ and the European Question”. The 

Borders of “Europe”: Autonomy of Migration, Tactics of Bordering, pp.1-35.  

Maribel Casas-Cortes, Sebastian Cobarrubias, Nicholas De Genova, Glenda Garelli, Giorgio 

Grappi, Charles Heller, Sabine Hess, Bernd Kasparek, Sandro Mezzadra, Brett Neilson, Irene 

Peano, Lorenzo Pezzani, John Pickles, Federico Rahola, Lisa Riedner, Stephan Scheel & Martina 

Tazzioli. 2015. “New Keywords: Migration and Borders, Cultural Studies”, Cultural 

Anthropology. 29:1, 55-87  

Cabot, H., 2014. On the Doorstep of Europe: Asylum and Citizenship in Greece. University of 

Pennsylvania Press. Introduction pp.1-22 Chapter 1 – European Moral Geographies pp. 23-40, 

Chapter 5 – Recognizing the Real Refugee pp. 143-169  

Suggested reading:  

Tuckett, A., 2018. Rules, Paper, Status: Migrants and Precarious Bureaucracy in Contemporary 

Italy. Stanford University Press. (Introduction)  

Week 3: Jan 27 - International Law on Refugees and Migrants  

Chapter 1: The international legal framework protecting refugees pp. 15-33 

Chapter 3: Acceding to international instruments protecting refugees and building State asylum 

systems pp. 52-64 (1951 Convention and 1967 Protocol)  

Edwards, A., 2015. UNHCR viewpoint: ‘Refugee’or ‘migrant’–Which is right? ACNUR. 

Retrieved from http://www.unhcr.org/55df0e556.html.  

Nicholson, F. and Kumin, J., 2017. A guide to international refugee protection and building state 

asylum systems. Inter-Parliamentary Union: Geneva, Switzerland. 

https://www.gold.ac.uk/architecture/research-students/past-phd-students/lorenzo-pezzani/
https://www.gold.ac.uk/architecture/research-students/past-phd-students/lorenzo-pezzani/
https://culanth.org/fieldsights/on-frequent-flyers-and-boat-people-notes-on-europe-crisis-and-human-mobility
https://culanth.org/fieldsights/on-frequent-flyers-and-boat-people-notes-on-europe-crisis-and-human-mobility
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Crawley, H. and Skleparis, D., 2018. Refugees, Migrants, Neither, Both: Categorical Fetishism 

and  the Politics of Bounding in Europe’s ‘Migration Crisis’. Journal of Ethnic and Migration 

Studies, 44(1), pp.48-64.  

Week 4: Feb 3 - Migrant Experiences in Canada (I) - Refugees 

Hyndman, J. and Giles, W., 2016. Refugees in Extended Exile: Living on the Edge. Routledge.  

“Introduction: Invisible Lives and Silent Disasters” 1-27  

Ch 4 - “It’s so cold here; we feel this coldness”: refugee resettlement after long-term 

exile 95-118  

 

Kumsa, M.K., 2006. ‘No! I'm not a refugee!’: The poetics of be-longing among young Oromos 

in Toronto. Journal of Refugee Studies, 19(2), pp.230-255. 

Jackson, S. and Bauder, H., 2014. Neither Temporary, nor Permanent: The Precarious 

Employment Experiences of Refugee Claimants in Canada. Journal of Refugee Studies, 27(3), 

pp.360-381.  

Week 5: Feb 10 -“Coloniality” of Migration and Social Reproduction of Migrant Labor 

Quijano, A., 2000. Coloniality of Power and Eurocentrism in Latin America. International 

Sociology, 15(2), pp.215-232. 

 

Gutiérrez Rodríguez, E., 2018. The Coloniality of Migration and the “Refugee Crisis”: On the 

Asylum-Migration Nexus, the Transatlantic White European Settler Colonialism-Migration and 

Racial Capitalism. Refuge: Canada's Journal on Refugees/Refuge: revue canadienne sur les 

réfugiés, 34(1). 

 

Gutierrez-Rodriguez, E., 2014, September. Domestic work–affective labor: On feminization and 

the coloniality of labor. In Women's Studies International Forum (Vol. 46, pp. 45-53). 

Pergamon. 

 

Shah, A. and Lerche, J., 2020. Migration and the invisible economies of care: Production, social 

reproduction and seasonal migrant labour in India. Transactions of the Institute of British 

Geographers, 45(4), pp.719-734. 

Week 6: Feb 17 - How to and not to do research with migrants and refugees  

Malkki, Liisa H. 1995. “Refugees and Exile: From ‘Refugee Studies’ to the National Order of 

Things.” Annual Review of Anthropology 24:495–523.  

Shuayb, M. and Brun, C., 2021. Carving out space for equitable collaborative research in 

protracted displacement. Journal of Refugee Studies, 34(3), pp.2539-2553. 

Clark-Kazak, C., IASFM Code of Ethics: Critical reflections on research ethics in situations of 

forced migration. 
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Shivakoti, R. and Milner, J., 2021. Beyond the partnership debate: localizing knowledge 

production in refugee and forced migration studies. Journal of Refugee Studies. 

 

Suggested reading:  

Cabot, H., 2014. On the Doorstep of Europe: Asylum and Citizenship in Greece. University of 

Pennsylvania Press. Chapter 5 – Recognizing the Real Refugee pp. 143-169  

Week 7: Feb 24 - WINTER BREAK NO CLASS 

Week 8: Mar 4 - Migrant Bodies as Objects of Medical Knowledge  

Fassin, D. and d'Halluin, E., 2007. Critical Evidence: The Politics of Trauma in French Asylum 

Policies. Ethos, 35(3), pp.300-329.  

Ticktin, M.I., 2011. Casualties of Care: Immigration and the Politics of Humanitarianism in 

France. Univ of California Press.       

 Introduction 1-29           

 Ch 3 The Illness Clause: Life and the Politics of Compassion 89-127)  

Week 9: Mar 10 - Laboring Bodies, Diasporas 

Mezzadra, Sandro, and Brett Neilson. Border as Method, or, the Multiplication of Labor. Duke 

University Press, 2013 (Introduction: Proliferation of Borders) pp. 1-27  

Vora, Neha, 2013. Impossible Citizens: Dubai’s Indian Diaspora. Duke University Press. pp.1-

36; 65-91 

 

Ameeriar, L., 2017. Downwardly Global: Women, Work, and Citizenship in the Pakistani 

Diaspora. Duke University Press. (Introduction and Chapter 1) pp. 1-52 

Week 10: Mar 17 - Racialized and Criminalized Bodies  

Ameeriar, L., 2017. Downwardly Global: Women, Work, and Citizenship in the Pakistani 

Diaspora. Duke University Press. (Chapter 4 – Racializing South Asia) 101-126 

Rosas, G., 2012. Barrio Libre: Criminalizing States and Delinquent Refusals of the New 

Frontier. Duke University Press. (Introduction pp 1-27; Chapter 3 - Low-intensity 

Reinforcements: Cholos, Chúntaros, and the “Criminal” Abandonments of the New Frontier pp 

73- 88) 

Week 11: Mar 24 - Dead Bodies  

Watch the Democracy Now Interview: “Meet Alvaro Enciso, the Artist Placing Crosses in 

Sonoran Desert to Memorialize Migrant Deaths”  

https://www.democracynow.org/2019/8/21/alvaro_enciso_unique_crosses_sonoran_desert
https://www.democracynow.org/2019/8/21/alvaro_enciso_unique_crosses_sonoran_desert
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De León, J., 2015. The Land of Open Graves: Living and Dying on the Migrant Trail (Vol. 36). 

Univ of California Press. (selections) 

Week 12: Mar 31 - South-South Migration, Transit, Immobility  

Willen, S.S., 2019. Fighting for Dignity: Migrant Lives at Israel's Margins. University of 

Pennsylvania Press. (Introduction)  

Gaibazzi, P., 2011. Home as Transit: Would-be Migrants and Immobility in Gambia. In Streiff-

Fénart Jocelyne and Segatti Aurélia (eds.). The Challenge of the Threshold: Border Closures and 

Migration Movements in Africa. Lanham: Lexington Books, 2012, pp. 163-177.  

Castañeda, H., 2019. Borders of Belonging: Struggle and Solidarity in Mixed-Status Immigrant 

Families. Stanford University Press. (Ch 4 Estamos Encerrados: Im/mobilities in the 

Borderlands) pp.94-118  

Week 13: Apr 7 - Migrant Experiences in Canada (II) 

Jeffries, Fiona, and Jennifer Ridgley. "Building the Sanctuary City from the Ground Up: 

Abolitionist Solidarity and Transformative Reform." Citizenship Studies 24, no. 4 (2020): 548-

567. 

Listening In Arabic: Feminist Research With Syrian Refugee Mothers (Maghbouleh, Omar, 

Milkie, Peng) (http://www.riseteam.ca/pre-print-publications.html)  

Poole, A., 2021. Migration as Conflict Risk-Management: Testing the New Economics of 

Labour Migration as a Framework for Understanding Refugee Decision-Making. Journal of 

Ethnic and Migration Studies, pp.1-18. 
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