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SOCI 5400 

Political Sociology: Decolonial Perspectives from the Southern City 

Winter 2023 

Carleton University 

Time: Wednesdays 2:35 pm – 5:25 pm 

Location: 1524 Dunton 

Course Director: Dr Ashima Sood 

Email: Ashima.Sood@carleton.ca 

Office hours: Thursdays, 1200-200pm, or by appointment. 

Course Description: 

Urbanization in the Global South is marked by persistent patterns of exclusion and exception. Who is 

included and who is excluded? We will analyze the unplanned effects of urban development in cities 

globally, with a special focus on Asia and Africa, drawing on political sociology theorizations to reveal 

the underlying patterns that unite them.  

Key contributions to the literature connecting the local and global processes of structural 

transformation provide the initial frame. Then the course analyses the major themes in the 

urbanization experience of the Global South and how they have contributed to patterns of dualism.  

The next part examines the contested claims to the city, concerning informality and infrastructure; 

and the final part examines urban growth in representative cities in light of the foregoing analysis. 

These city studies allow students the opportunity to analyze how these processes have unfolded in 

specific urban settings.  

Students will have the opportunity to compare case studies of urban political economy from around 

the world and work on research papers based on their research. 

Course Structure: 
The course requires and rewards active in-class engagement through structured exercises. The 

sessions are designed to be interactive. Leadership in class discussion as well as analytical mastery 

and articulation of the reading material is encouraged.  

Learning Objectives 
Upon completing this course, students should be able to meet the following learning objectives:  

1. Appreciate the multiple dimensions of the political economy and political sociology of cities, 
especially in the Global South. 

2. Develop a vocabulary to understand the political sociology of the urban. 
3. Understand the causes and consequences of urban dualism and fragmentation. 
4. Connect the problematic of political sociology in the urban contexts of the Global North and 

the Global South. 

 

Readings 
This is a reading-intensive course. Students are expected to arrive ready to discuss assigned readings 

from the published body of knowledge as well as conduct secondary documentary data research as 

needed. 
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Published articles and where relevant, chapters will be made available in digital format. The reading 

list may over-represent cases from India or Asia. However, students are encouraged to share 

readings from other geographies after a discussion with the instructor. 

Assignments 

In-class reading discussion 

Up to three times during the term, students will be invited, in pairs or individually, to lead the 

discussion of any of the readings included in the week’s reference list or any others related to the 

topic, with the prior approval of the faculty. Advance meetings to discuss the reading are highly 

encouraged. An assessment rubric for the discussion will be provided. In general, a focus on the 

contributions of the reading is encouraged rather than an uncritical summary. 

In-class response essay  

“[T]he hard business of … scholarship is to marshal ideas well” as Diedre McCloskey put it. At the end 

of each session, students will challenge themselves to respond to a presented “naïve” model of 

urban development using the readings and discussion for the week. No longer than 500-1000 words, 

the essays will be assessed on analytical synthesis and insight, according to defined criteria. Students 

may nominate their two best essays for inclusion in the grading. 

Final Paper (about 5000 words)  

Focusing on a thematic of political urban sociology, the paper will analyze its dimensions and 

evaluate one or more possible solutions, using the conceptual tools introduced in the course. This 

assignment allows students the opportunity to explore connections between the Global North and 

the Global South.  A policy paper workshop will be scheduled in Session 9 or later to familiarize 

students with aspects of paper structure and assessment. 

Evaluation 
In-class reading discussions 30% 

Response essays 30% 

Final Paper 40% 

Contact Information and E-mail 
The best way to get in touch with me is via email. Please make sure to: 

• Email from your Carleton university account 

• In the subject line, include your full name and the course number SOCI 5400 

During weekdays, I will aim to respond to all emails within 24 hours, and often much sooner. I am 

also happy to meet in person or online during my office hours, otherwise if the time does not suit 

you. Just send me an email and a calendar invite. 
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Session and Assignment Schedule 
Session 1: 

11th   

January 

2023 

 

 

 

The Contemporary City in Global Context 

Sassen, S., 2002. Locating cities on global circuits. Environment and 

urbanization, 14(1), pp.13-30. 

Castells, M., 2002. Local and global: cities in the network society. 

Tijdschrift voor Economische en Sociale Geografie, 93(5), pp.548-

558. 

Goldman, M., 2011. Speculating on the next World City. In 

Worlding Cities: Asian Experiments and the Art of Being Global (pp. 

229-258). Wiley-Blackwell. 

Optional: 

Sassen, S., 2004. Global City: Introducing a Concept, The. Brown 

Journal of World Affairs, 11, 27. 

Alderson, A.S. and Beckfield, J., 2004. Power and position in the 

world city system. American Journal of Sociology, 109(4), pp.811-

851. 

Kennedy, L. and Zérah, M.H., 2008. The shift to city-centric growth 

strategies: Perspectives from Hyderabad and Mumbai. Economic 

and Political Weekly, pp.110-117. 

 

 

 

Session 2: 

18th 

January 

2023 

 

 

The Neoliberal Urban Moment? 

Harvey, D., 1989. From managerialism to entrepreneurialism: the 

transformation in urban governance in late capitalism. Geografiska 

Annaler: series B, human geography, 71(1), pp.3-17. 

Peck, J., Theodore, N. and Brenner, N., 2009. Neoliberal Urbanism. 

The SAIS Review of International Affairs, 29(1), pp.49-66. 

Optional: 

Peck, J., Theodore, N. and Brenner, N., 2013. Neoliberal urbanism 

redux? International Journal of Urban and Regional Research, 

37(3), pp.1091-1099. 

Ong, A. (2004). The Chinese axis: Zoning technologies and 
variegated sovereignty. Journal of East Asian Studies, 4(1), 69–96.  
 
Sood, A. and Kennedy, L., 2020. Neoliberal exception to liberal 
democracy? Entrepreneurial territorial governance in India. 
Territory, Politics, Governance, 8(1), pp.23-42. 
 

Reading 

discussion; 

Response Essay 

due 
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Session 3: 
 
25th  
January 
2023 
 

Who Belongs? Citizenship and Right to the City 
 
Harvey, D. (2008). The right to the city. New Left Review 53, 
Sept/Oct 2008. 
 
Harvey, D. (2003). The right to the city. International journal of 
urban and regional research, 27(4), 939-941. 
 
Ong, A., 2005. (Re) articulations of citizenship. PS: Political Science 
& Politics, 38(4), pp.697-699. 
 
Sassen, S. (1997). Whose city is it? Globalization and the formation 
of new claims (Vol. 10). July. 
 
Shaw, J. and Graham, M., 2017. An informational right to the city? 
Code, content, control, and the urbanization of information. 
Antipode, 49(4), pp.907-927. 
 
 

Reading 
discussion; 
Response Essay 
due 

Session 4: 

1st February 

2023  

 

Structural Transformation and Urban Dualism 

Kuznets, S., 1973. Modern economic growth: findings and 

reflections. The American economic review, 63(3), pp.247-258. 

Chen, Martha. 2012. The Informal Economy: Definitions, Theories 
and Policies. WIEGO Working Paper No. 1, Women in Informal 
Employment: Globalizing and Organizing, Washington DC. 
 
Optional: 
 
Breman, J., 2001. An informalised labour system: end of labour 
market dualism. Economic and Political Weekly, 4804-4821. 
 
Harriss-White, B. and Gooptu, N., 2009. Mapping India's world of 
unorganized labour. Socialist Register, 37(37). 
 
Lewis, W.A. (1954). “Economic development with unlimited supply 
of labor” in Agarwala, A.N. and S.P. Singh (editors), The Economics 
of Underdevelopment, Oxford University Press, Oxford. 
 
Ghani, E., & Kanbur, R. (2013). Urbanization and (in) formalization. 

World Bank Policy Research Working Paper, (6374). 

 
 

Reading 

discussion; 

Response Essay 

due 
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Session 5: 

8th  

February 

2023 

 

Gating and Geographies of Exclusion? 

Sassen, S., 2002. Global cities and survival circuits. American 
studies: An anthology, pp.185-193. 
 
Caldeira, T.P., 2003, July. Democracy and enclosed spaces: From 
social movements to fortified enclaves to hip-hop in São Paulo. In 
Symposium “(In) visible Cities. Spaces of Hope, Spaces of 
Citizenship,” Centro de Cultura Contemporània de Barcelona (pp. 
25-27). 
 
Schindler, S. and Silver, J., 2019. Florida in the Global South: How 
eurocentrism obscures global urban challenges—and what we can 
do about it. International journal of urban and regional research, 
43(4), pp.794-805. 
 
Optional: 
 
Webster, C. and Glasze, G., 2006. Dynamic urban order and the rise 
of residential clubs. Private Cities: local and. 
 
Ranganathan, M., 2022. Towards a political ecology of caste and 
the city. Journal of Urban Technology, 29(1), pp.135-143. 
 
Susewind, R., 2015. Spatial segregation, real estate markets and 
the political economy of corruption in Lucknow, India. Journal of 
South Asian Development, 10(3), pp.267-291. 
 

Reading 

discussion; 

Response Essay 

due 

Session 6: 

15th 

February 

2023 

 

Colonial and Postcolonial Cities: Problematizing Planning 

King, A.D., 2006. Postcolonial cities, postcolonial critiques. 

Negotiating Urban Conflicts, 15. 

Roy, Ananya, 2009. Why India Cannot Plan Its Cities: Informality, 
Insurgency and the Idiom of Urbanization, Planning Theory, 8 (1), 
76-87. 
 
Yeoh, B.S., 2001. Postcolonial cities. Progress in human geography, 
25(3), pp.456-468. 
 
Optional: 
 
Spodek, Howard, 2013. “City Planning in India Under British Rule”, 
Economic and Political Weekly, 47(4): 53-61. 
 
Dossal, M, 1989. “Limits of Colonial Urban Planning: A Study of 

Mid-Nineteenth Century Bombay”,  International Journal of Urban 

and Regional Research, pp. 19-30. 

Roy, A., 2014. Slum‐free cities of the Asian century: Postcolonial 

government and the project of inclusive growth. Singapore Journal 

of Tropical Geography, 35(1), pp.136-150. 

Reading 

discussion; 

Response Essay 

due 
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Session 7:   

1st March 

2023 

Theorizing Informality 

Bhattacharya, R., & Sanyal, K., 2011. Bypassing the squalor: new 

towns, immaterial labour and exclusion in post-colonial 

urbanisation. Economic & Political Weekly, 46(31), 41. 

Benjamin, S., 2007. Occupancy urbanism: ten theses. Sarai Reader, 
7, pp.538-563. 
 
Roy, A., 2005. Urban informality: toward an epistemology of 
planning. Journal of the American Planning Association, 71(2), 
pp.147-158. 
 
Optional: 

Benjamin, S., 2008. Occupancy urbanism: radicalizing politics and 
economy beyond policy and programs. International Journal of 
Urban and Regional Research, 32(3), pp.719-729. 
 
Roy, A., 2011. Slumdog cities: rethinking subaltern urbanism. 
International Journal of Urban and Regional Research, 35(2), 
pp.223-238. 
 

Reading 

discussion; 

Response Essay 

due 

Session 8:  

8th March 

2023 

 

Transforming Territories in the Global North and South 

Schindler, S., 2015. Governing the twenty-first century metropolis 

and transforming territory. Territory, Politics, Governance, 3(1), 

pp.7-26. 

Sidaway, J.D., 2007. Enclave space: a new metageography of 

development? Area, 39(3), pp.331-339. 

Shatkin, G., 2011. Planning privatopolis: Representation and 

contestation in the development of urban integrated mega-

projects. Worlding cities: Asian experiments and the art of being 

global, pp.77-97. 

Optional: 

Pike, A., 2022. Coping with deindustrialization in the global North 

and South. International Journal of Urban Sciences, 26(1), pp.1-22. 

Balakrishnan, S. and Pani, N., 2021. Real estate politicians in India. 

Urban Studies, 58(10), pp.2079-2094. 

Reading 
discussion; 
Response Essay 
due 
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Session 9:  

15th March 

2023  

 

 

Space and Labor in the Millennial Southern City 

Schindler, S. (2014). Producing and contesting the formal/informal 

divide: Regulating street hawking in Delhi, India. Urban Studies, 

51(12), 2596-2612. 

Anjaria, J.S., 2006. Street hawkers and public space in Mumbai. 

Economic and political weekly, pp.2140-2146. 

Harvey, D., 2013. The political economy of public space. In The 

Politics of Public Space (pp. 23-188). Routledge. 

Optional: 

Vijayabaskar, M. and Babu, M.S., 2016. The Politics of Urban Mega-
projects in India. Economic & Political Weekly, 51(17), p.85. 
 
Bhan, Gautam (2013). Planned Illegalities: Housing and the ‘Failure’ 

of Planning in Delhi, 1947-2010, Economic and Political Weekly, 48 

(24). 

Reading 

discussion; 

Response Essay 

due 

Session 10: 
22nd  March 
2023 
 
 

Contemporary Contestations: Political Economy of the Smart City? 
 
Graham, S. (1999). Global grids of glass. Urban Studies, 36(5/6), 

929-949. 

Breslow, H., 2021. The smart city and the containment of 

informality: The case of Dubai. Urban Studies, 58(3), pp.471-486. 

Carr, C. and Hesse, M., 2020. Sidewalk Labs closed down–whither 

Google’s smart city? Regions-E-Magazine, (7). 

Kitchin, R., 2018. Reframing, reimagining and remaking smart 

cities. In Creating smart cities (pp. 219-230). Routledge. 

Optional: 

Kitchin, R., Cardullo, P. and Di Feliciantonio, C., 2019. Citizenship, 

justice, and the right to the smart city. In The right to the smart 

city. Emerald Publishing. 

The Final Paper Topic workshop 

 

Reading 
discussion; Policy 
Paper topic 
abstract due 
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Session 11: 

29th  March 

2023 

 

 

  

 

Digital Labor and Infrastructures? Urban Futures 
 

Zukin, S., 2020. Seeing like a city: how tech became urban. Theory 

and Society, 49(5), pp.941-964. 

 

Sadowski, J., 2021. Who owns the future city? Phases of 

technological urbanism and shifts in sovereignty. Urban Studies, 

58(8), pp.1732-1744. 

 

Graham, M. and Anwar, M., 2019. The global gig economy: 

Towards a planetary labour market? First Monday, 24(4). 

 

Anwar, M.A. and Graham, M., 2020. Hidden transcripts of the gig 

economy: labour agency and the new art of resistance among 

African gig workers. Environment and Planning A: Economy and 

Space, 52(7), pp.1269-1291. 

 

Cirolia, L.R., Hailu, T., King, J., da Cruz, N.F. and Beall, J., 2021. 

Infrastructure governance in the post-networked city: State-led, 

high-tech sanitation in Addis Ababa’s condominium housing. 

Environment and Planning C: Politics and Space, 39(7), pp.1606-

1624. 

 

Optional: 

 

De Boeck, F., 2019. Keynote: The Future of the African City as Seen 

from Kinshasa. In The Future of the African City., Date: 

2019/01/24-2019/01/25 

 

Paprocki, K., 2020. The climate change of your desires: Climate 

migration and imaginaries of urban and rural climate futures. 

Environment and Planning D: Society and Space, 38(2), pp.248-266. 

 

Shin, H.B., Zhao, Y. and Koh, S.Y., 2020. Whither progressive urban 
futures? Critical reflections on the politics of temporality in Asia. 
City, 24(1-2), pp.244-254. 

Reading 

discussion due 
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Session 12:  
5th April 
2023 
 

Global City Case Studies: Political Economy of Planning? 
 
Gururani, Shubhra (2012). Flexible Planning: The Making of India’s 
Millennium City, Gurgaon. Rademacher, Anne and K 
Sivaramakrishnan (ed.), Ecologies of Urbanism in India: 
Metropolitan Civility and Sensibility. Hong Kong: Hong Kong 
University Press 
 
Shin, H.B., 2016. Envisioned by the state: Entrepreneurial urbanism 

and the making of Songdo City, South Korea. In Mega-Urbanization 

in the Global South (pp. 95-112). Routledge. 

 

Moser, S., Swain, M. and Alkhabbaz, M.H., 2015. King Abdullah 

economic city: Engineering Saudi Arabia’s post-oil future. Cities, 45, 

pp.71-80. 

 

Optional: 

 

Bunnell, T., & Das, D. (2010). Urban pulse—a geography of serial 
seduction: urban policy transfer from Kuala Lumpur to Hyderabad. 
Urban Geography, 31(3), 277-284. 
 
Kling, B. B. (1998). Paternalism in Indian Labor: The Tata Iron and 

Steel Company of Jamshedpur. International Labor and Working-

Class History, 53, 69-87. 

 

Group Case Study 

Presentation due 

Academic Accommodations 
This course includes ongoing, in-class assignments and evaluations. In case you need special 

arrangements to meet your academic obligations during the term, the processes  for an 

accommodation request  are as follows: 

Pregnancy obligation: Email me with any requests for academic accommodation during the first 

two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For 

accommodation regarding a formally-scheduled final exam, you must complete the Pregnancy 

Accommodation Form. 

Religious obligation: Email requests for academic accommodation during the first two weeks of 

class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more details 

click here. 

Academic Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: The Paul Menton Centre for Students 

with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with Learning Disabilities (LD), 

psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Autism 

Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and impairments in mobility, hearing, and 

vision. If you have a disability requiring academic accommodations in this course, please contact 

PMC at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation. If you are already registered with 

the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to send me your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning 

of the term, and no later than two weeks before the first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring 

accommodation (if applicable). After requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with me to ensure 

https://carleton.ca/equity/contact/form-pregnancy-accommodation/
https://carleton.ca/equity/contact/form-pregnancy-accommodation/
https://carleton.ca/equity/focus/discrimination-harassment/religious-spiritual-observances/
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accommodation arrangements are made. Please consult the PMC website for the deadline to 

request accommodations for the formally scheduled exam (if applicable). 

Survivors of Sexual Violence: As a community, Carleton University is committed to maintaining a 

positive learning, working and living environment where sexual violence will not be tolerated, and 

where survivors are supported through academic accommodations as per Carleton’s Sexual Violence 

Policy. For more information about the services available at the university and to obtain information 

about sexual violence and/or support, visit: https://carleton.ca/equity/sexual-assault-support-

services. 

Accommodation for Student Activities: Carleton University recognizes the substantial benefits, 

both to the individual student and for the university, that result from a student participating in 

activities beyond the classroom experience. Reasonable accommodation will be provided to 

students who compete or perform at the national or international level. Email requests for academic 

accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for 

accommodation is known to exist. For more information, see: 

https://carleton.ca/senate/wpcontent/uploads/Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-1.pdf   

In case you need an extension for an exceptional reason not listed here, please set up a time to 

speak with me to discuss a suitable timeline. Unexcused late submissions may be penalized. 

Final Grades 
“Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval of the Faculty 

Dean. This means that grades submitted by the instructor may be subject to revision. No grades are 

final until they have been approved by the Dean.” 

Students are reminded to keep backup copies of all submitted coursework. 

Plagiarism 
The University Academic Integrity Policy defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentionally or 

not, the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.” This includes reproducing or 

paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, regardless of the 

source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or reference to the original 

source. Examples of sources from which the ideas, expressions of ideas or works of others may be 

drawn include but are not limited to: books, articles, papers, literary compositions and phrases, 

performance compositions, chemical compounds, artworks, laboratory reports, research results, 

calculations and the results of calculations, diagrams, constructions, computer reports, computer 

code/software, material on the internet and/or conversations. 

Academic Integrity 

Plagiarism is a serious offence that cannot be resolved directly by the course’s instructor. The 

Associate Dean of the Faculty conducts a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the 

student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized. Penalties are not trivial. 

They can include a final grade of “F” for the course or even suspension or expulsion from the 

University. 

Academic Regulations and Policies 
Please take some time to acquaint yourself with Carleton University policies, regulations, and 

procedures. Rules regarding registration, withdrawal, appealing marks and anything else you might 

need to know are available on the following website: 

https://calendar.carleton.ca/grad/gradregulations/  

https://carleton.ca/senate/wpcontent/uploads/Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-1.pdf
https://calendar.carleton.ca/grad/gradregulations/
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Use of Laptops and Other Electronic Devices During the Session 
Classes will be held in-person, except in rare cases of university-notified emergencies. Class exercises 

Sessions held online require more, not less participation. You are required to please keep your video 

on during any online sessions. Zoom recording or transcription is not allowed.  

In-person classes may also require the use of digital devices for reference as well as class exercises. 

When not required, however, please keep your device closed to minimize disturbance to your peers.  

Diversity and Democracy 
Carleton University’s Institute of Political Economy has long embraced a notion of an intellectual 

community committed to the values of democracy and equality, freedom and social justice, as well 

fairness and sustainability. It also has long been recognized that the realization of these values has 

often been crippled and deflected by power, property, and privilege. 

This course offers a voice for diversity along many dimensions, including class, caste and race, 

ethnicity and national origins, as well as gender, sexuality, and religion. Everyone will have the 

chance to speak. We will remain, at the same time, mindful of the potential of power dynamics 

developing and ensure that all perspectives are heard and deliberated respectfully. Preparation and 

research will go a long way in ensuring healthy discussions.  

Land Acknowledgement 
Carleton University acknowledges it is on unceded territories of the Omàmiwininìwag (Algonquin 

Anishinaabeg). Carleton acknowledges it has a responsibility to the Algonquin people. 


