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Blumbergs Professional Corporation recently reviewed the T3010 Registered Charity Information 

Return database for 2022 as part of the Sean Blumberg Transparency Project. The database covers 

about 7,698of the approximately 86,000 registered charities in Canada that had filed their T3010 and 

were processed into CRA’s Charity Listing database by February 2025. 

This article provides a snapshot of the registered charity sector in the Atlantic Canada (Newfoundland 

and Labrador, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island) taken from a subset of the 2023 

T3010 filings. We have completed Blumbergs’ Snapshots of the Canadian Charity Sector for 2010 – 

2022 as well. Keep in mind that these statistics only relate to registered charities under the Income 

Tax Act (Canada) and not to the 80,000 -100,000 non-profits across Canada which are not registered 

charities and for which CRA is not permitted to release information. 

The amount of easily accessible data on the registered charity sector is lacking. The T3010 form asks 

for very little information from charities. It is unfortunate but when you look at other countries such as 

the US and UK there is far more publicly available information on individual charities. In this world of 

greater expectation of transparency, the charity sector has fallen far behind and this could result in a 

reduction of public trust in charities. Here is my most recent submission to the Federal government 

calling for greater transparency with non-profits and charities. 

http://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/blumbergs-pre-budget-submission-for-the-2023-canadian-federal-budget/
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 Atantic 

Canada 

2023 

Atlantic 

Canada 

2022  

Atlantic 

Canada 

2021 

Ontario 

2023 

Canada 

2023 

Number of registered 

charities in the Atlantic 

Canada 

7,698 7,733 7,764 30,519  83,536  

Atlantic Canada charities 

identified themselves as 

active 

7,263 7,320 7,243 28,420  78,598  

Atlantic Canada charities 

identified themselves as 

inactive 

245 281 311 1427  3,429  

Atlantic Canada charities 

that made gifts to other 

charities or qualified 

donees 

2,730 2,750 2,767 12,425  29,814  

Total revenue 

for Atlantic 

Canada 

charities 

$19.6 billion $17.5 billion $16.1 billion $129 billion  $393 billion  

Total expenditures of 

Atlantic Canada charities 

$18.7 billion $16.9 billion $14.7 billion $126.6 

billion 

$354 billion  

Atlantic Canada charities 

who funded projects 

outside of Canada 

200 209 99 2,266  5,089  

Amount spent by 

Atlantic Canada 

charities outside of 

Canada 

$210.7 

million 

$185 million $54.2 

million 

$3.2 billion $5.3 billion 

Atlantic Canada charities 

received funds from 

Global Affairs Canada 

4 5 5 74  139  

http://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/
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Atlantic Canada 

charities that had 

employment expenses 

4,099 4,201 4,165 15,147  43,351  

Atlantic Canada charities 

that did not have any 

employment expenses 

3,554 3,562 3,552 15,220  39,775  

Amount spent by 

Atlantic Canada 

charities on salaries and 

other compensation 

$11.5 billion $10.6 billion $9.7 billion $71.3 billion $200 billion 

Value of official 

donation receipts issued 

by Atlantic Canada 

charities 

$987.5 

million 

$1 billion $872 million $10.9 billion $23.4 billion 

 

The Canadian charity sector is a vital part of Canadian society and economy with revenue of over $393 

billion and expenditures of about $354 billion. 

Please review the caveats at the end about the reliability and usage of T3010 information. 

The Sean Blumberg Transparency Project is in memory of my youngest brother Sean Blumberg. Sean was 

a sweet, kind person, a great brother who helped me on a number of occasions with many tasks including 

the time consuming and arduous task of reviewing T3010 databases and making them into something 

useful. As part of the Sean Blumberg Transparency Project, Blumbergs has been releasing information on 

the Canadian charity sector to provide a better understanding of the size, scope, complexity, and 

challenges of the sector. 

In 2023, 83,540 of approximately 86,000 Canadian registered charities completed their T3010 

returns.  There were, however, 2 different T3010 returns from which a charity had to select depending on 

their year-end.    

Charities with fiscal periods ending on or after December 31, 2023, filed their T3010 using T3010 

Version 24.  Approximately 48,418 charities have a December 31 year-end.  Fillable PDF (t3010-fill-

24e.pdf).  This version had quite a few extra questions that we discuss here and here.  This is the version 

in which we have displayed the data.    

Charities with fiscal periods ending on or before December 30, 2023, filed their T3010 using Version 

23.   Fillable PDF (t3010-fill-23e.pdf) 

 

http://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/cra-arc/formspubs/pbg/t3010/t3010-fill-24e.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/cra-arc/formspubs/pbg/t3010/t3010-fill-24e.pdf
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/major-updates-to-charitydata-ca-to-incorporate-new-questions-in-t3010-version-24/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/more-information-on-the-cra-t3010-version-24-and-the-new-questions-that-it-will-have/
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/cra-arc/formspubs/pbg/t3010/t3010-fill-23e.pdf
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When you look at the snapshot, realize that many of the charities did not need to complete those extra 

questions.   Also, for the 2024 data that will be available next year, all charities will have to complete 

those questions.  So, consider the information on the new questions to be preliminary and only completed 

by a subset of registered charities. 

Some of the highlights of the Blumbergs’ Snapshot of the Charity Sector in Atlantic Canada 2023 include: 

 

• 7,698 registered charities in Atlantic Canada filed their T3010 out of approximately 86,000 

charities in Canada. 

• $19.6 billion in total revenue for charities in Atlantic Canada. 

• Total expenditures of $18.7 billion. 

• $14.2 billion, including from the federal government ($1.0 billion), provincial government 

($12.4 billion), and municipal/regional government ($745.8 million), making up approximately 

72.6% of the revenue of the whole charity sector in Atlantic Canada. 

• 7,263 charities identified as active, and 2,730 as inactive. 

• 2,730 made gifts to other charities or qualified donees during their 2022 fiscal year. 

• Charities in Atlantic Canada spent $210.7 million outside of Canada. 

• 4 charities in Atlantic Canada received funds from Global Affairs Canada. 

• 92 charities identified having contractual relationships with foreign intermediaries, 48 charities 

identified that employees conducted activities outside of Canada, and 70 had volunteers 

conducting foreign activities. 

• $50.4 million was received by charities in Atlantic Canada from outside of Canada. 

• 4,099 charities identified having employment expenses, while 3,554 did not have any 

employment expenses. 

• $11.5 billion was spent by charities in Atlantic Canada on salaries and other compensation 

expenditures. 

• $987.5 million in official donation receipts were issued by Atlantic Canada registered charities. 
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Further information 

 

Are you interested in more information on Transparency in the charity sector? If so, you might find 

these links helpful including our Blumbergs’ Directory on Transparency: 

 

Fundamentals of the T3010 and Transparency for Canadian Charities (paid online course) 

Blumbergs’ Pre-Budget Submission for the 2024 Canadian Federal Budget 

CRA’s Charities Listing vs. Blumbergs’ CharityData.ca 2023 

RCAAA Transparency Project 2023 -Registered Canadian Amateur Athletic Association filings and 

their financial statements 

Corporations Canada getting serious about filings including non-filing of financial statements 

Corp. Canada dissolution program will be launched for CNCA corps that have not filed their AR in 3 

years 

Big improvements to transparency from Corporations Canada relating to CNCA corporations 

Key statistics on Canada’s charity and non-profit sector 2023 

Blumbergs’ Snapshot of the Canadian Charity Sector 2022 

Blumbergs’ Snapshot of the British Columbia Charity Sector 2022 

Blumbergs’ Snapshot of the Manitoba Charity Sector 2022 

Blumbergs’ Snapshot of the Ontario Charity Sector 2022 

Blumbergs’ Snapshot of the Quebec Charity Sector 2022 

Blumbergs’ Snapshot of the Atlantic Provinces Charity Sector 2022 

Blumbergs Snapshots of Designations – Charitable Org, Public Foundations and Private Foundations 

2021 

Blumbergs’ Canadian Charity Sector Snapshot 2021  

Blumbergs Snapshot of the British Columbia Charity Sector 2021 – a census of the BC charity sector 

Blumbergs Snapshot of the Alberta Charity Sector 2021 – a census of the Alberta charity sector 

Blumbergs Snapshot of the Ontario Charity Sector 2021 – a census of the Ontario charity sector 

Blumbergs Snapshot of the Quebec Charity Sector 2021 – a census of the Quebec charity sector 

Blumbergs Snapshot of the Atlantic Provinces Charity Sector 2021 

Blumbergs’ Snapshot of the Canadian Charity Sector 2020 

Blumbergs’ Snapshot of the Ontario Charity Sector 2020 

Blumbergs’ Snapshot of the Canadian Charity Sector 2019 

Blumbergs’ Snapshot of the Ontario Charity Sector 2019  

Blumbergs’ Snapshot of the Canadian Charity Sector 2018 

Blumbergs’ Snapshot of the British Columbia Charity Sector 2018 

Blumbergs’ Snapshot of the Alberta Charity Sector 2018 

Blumbergs’ Snapshot of the Ontario Charity Sector 2018 

Blumbergs’ Snapshot of the Quebec Charity Sector 2018 

Blumbergs’ Snapshot of the Nova Scotia Charity Sector 2018 

http://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/category/transparency
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/courses/transparency-in-the-canadian-charitable-sector-and-the-t3010-registered-charity-information-return/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/blumbergs-pre-budget-submission-for-the-2024-canadian-federal-budget/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/cras-charities-listing-vs-blumbergs-charitydata-ca-2023/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/rcaaa-transparency-project-2023-registered-canadian-amateur-athletic-associations-and-their-financial-statements/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/rcaaa-transparency-project-2023-registered-canadian-amateur-athletic-associations-and-their-financial-statements/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/corporations-canada-getting-serious-about-filings-including-non-filing-of-financial-statements/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/corporations-canada-announces-dissolution-program-will-be-launched-in-july-for-cnca-corps-that-have-not-filed-their-annual-return-in-3-years/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/corporations-canada-announces-dissolution-program-will-be-launched-in-july-for-cnca-corps-that-have-not-filed-their-annual-return-in-3-years/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/big-improvements-to-transparency-from-corporations-canada-relating-to-cnca-corporations/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/key-statistics-on-canadas-charity-and-non-profit-sector-2023/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/blumbergs-snapshot-of-the-canadian-charity-sector-2022/?_rt=M3wxfHNuYXBzaG90fDE3MTg4MTUzNDM&_rt_nonce=80620a6b43
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/blumbergs-snapshot-of-the-british-columbia-charity-sector-2022/?_rt=Mzd8MnxzbmFwc2hvdHwxNzE4ODE1NDg1&_rt_nonce=21bf3c360f
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/blumbergs-snapshot-of-the-manitoba-charity-sector-2022/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/blumbergs-snapshot-of-the-ontario-charity-sector-2022/?_rt=Mzl8MnxzbmFwc2hvdHwxNzE4ODE1NDg1&_rt_nonce=46a234362f
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/blumbergs-snapshot-of-the-quebec-charity-sector-2022/?_rt=Mzh8MnxzbmFwc2hvdHwxNzE4ODE1NDg1&_rt_nonce=be53631de2
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/blumbergs-snapshot-of-the-atlantic-provinces-charity-sector-2022/?_rt=MzZ8MnxzbmFwc2hvdHwxNzE4ODE1NDg1&_rt_nonce=7a120a1ed3
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/blumbergs-snapshots-of-designations-charitable-organizations-public-foundations-and-private-foundations-2021/?_rt=MnwxfHNuYXBzaG90fDE3MTg4MTUzNDM&_rt_nonce=e7914a75fe
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/blumbergs-snapshots-of-designations-charitable-organizations-public-foundations-and-private-foundations-2021/?_rt=MnwxfHNuYXBzaG90fDE3MTg4MTUzNDM&_rt_nonce=e7914a75fe
http://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/blumbergs-canadian-charity-sector-snapshot-2021/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/blumbergs-snapshot-of-the-british-columbia-charity-sector-2021-a-census-of-the-bc-charity-sector/?_rt=OHwxfHNuYXBzaG90fDE3MTg4MTUzNDM&_rt_nonce=52f5d31e4a
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/blumbergs-snapshot-of-the-alberta-charity-sector-2021-a-census-of-the-alberta-charity-sector/?_rt=N3wxfHNuYXBzaG90fDE3MTg4MTUzNDM&_rt_nonce=87cfcc364d
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/blumbergs-snapshot-of-the-ontario-charity-sector-2021-a-census-of-the-ontario-charity-sector/?_rt=OXwxfHNuYXBzaG90fDE3MTg4MTUzNDM&_rt_nonce=3841a1a040
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/blumbergs-snapshot-of-the-quebec-charity-sector-2021-a-census-of-the-quebec-charity-sector/?_rt=MTB8MXxzbmFwc2hvdHwxNzE4ODE1MzQz&_rt_nonce=98d62d46cd
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/blumbergs-snapshot-of-the-atlantic-provinces-charity-sector-2021/?_rt=NXwxfHNuYXBzaG90fDE3MTg4MTUzNDM&_rt_nonce=a3694203f4
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/blumbergs-canadian-charity-sector-snapshot-2020/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/blumbergs-snapshot-of-the-ontario-charity-sector-2020-a-census-of-the-ontario-charity-sector/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/blumbergs-snapshot-of-the-ontario-charity-sector-2019-information-on-registered-charities-in-ontario-from-the-cra-t3010-annual-filings/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/blumbergs-canadian-charity-sector-snapshot-2018/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/blumbergs-snapshot-of-the-british-columbia-charity-sector-2018/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/blumbergs-snapshot-of-the-alberta-charity-sector-2018/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/blumbergs-snapshot-of-the-ontario-charity-sector-2018/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/blumbergs-snapshot-of-the-quebec-charity-sector-2018/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/blumbergs-snapshot-of-the-nova-scotia-charity-sector-2018-providing-data-on-the-size-and-scope-of-ns-charity-sector/
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Blumbergs’ Snapshot of the Canadian Charity Sector 2017 

Blumbergs’ Snapshot of the Canadian Charity Sector 2016 

Blumbergs’ Snapshot of the Canadian Charity Sector 2015 

Blumbergs’ Snapshot of the Canadian Charity Sector 2014 

Blumbergs’ Snapshot of the Canadian Charity Sector 2013 

Blumbergs’ Snapshot of the Canadian Charity Sector 2012 

Blumbergs’ Snapshot of the Canadian Charity Sector 2011 

Blumbergs’ Snapshot of the Canadian Charity Sector 2010 

Blumbergs’ Snapshot of the BC Charity Sector 2012 

Blumbergs’ Snapshot of the Alberta Charity Sector 2012 

Blumbergs’ Snapshot of the Ontario Charity Sector 2011 

Blumbergs Canadian Charity Sector Snapshot 2011 - understanding the charity sector through the 

T3010 

Blumbergs Canadian Charity Sector Snapshot 2010 - a little more perspective on the sector 

Blumbergs’ Directory on Transparency Related Articles 

Blumbergs’ Directory on Canadian charity statistics 

Comparison of the CRA’s Charities Listing and Blumbergs’ CharityData.ca 

Blumbergs’ Pre-Budget Submission – 2023 

Blumbergs’ Pre-Budget Submission – February 25, 2022 

Blumbergs’ Submission for the Pre-Budget Consultations for the Canadian Federal Budget 2022 with a 

focus on Transparency and Accountability in the Non-profit and Charity Sector 

“Confidence in charity leaders has fallen sharply over the last two decades – what does that mean for 

the sector?” 

How Has COVID Affected Funding of the Canadian Charity Sector? Part 4 – The Final Edition 

How has COVID affected funding of the Canadian charity sector? Part 3 

How has COVID affected funding of the Canadian charity sector? Part 2 – more data from the T3010  

How has COVID affected funding of the Canadian charity sector? Part 1 

Canadian charities giving to Indigenous Charities and Qualified Donees – 2019  

Canadian charities giving to Indigenous Charities and Qualified Donees – 2018  

Discussion paper from the T3010 User Group on improvements to the T3010  

When is a financial statement not a financial statement? 

Registered Canadian Amateur Athletic Associations and their financial statements  

CRA charity audit statistics released through freedom of information in 2022  

Update completed to CharityData.ca website (May 2022) 

Gifts by Canadian Charities to the United Nations and its Agencies in 2019  

Gifts by Canadian Charities to Donor Advised Funds in 2019 

Gifts by Canadian Registered Charities to the Registered Foreign Universities in 2019  

Recent CRA letters of revocation for Canadian registered charities – received December 2021  

Recent CRA letters of revocation for Canadian registered charities – 2021 

Canadian Federal Budget 2022 and its impact on non-profits and charities 

http://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/blumbergs_canadian_charity_sector_snapshot_2017/
https://www.globalphilanthropy.ca/blog/blumbergs_canadian_charity_sector_snapshot_2016
https://www.globalphilanthropy.ca/blog/blumbergs_snapshot_of_the_ontario_charity_sector_2015
http://www.globalphilanthropy.ca/blog/blumbergs_snapshot_of_the_canadian_charity_sector_2014
http://www.globalphilanthropy.ca/articles/blumbergs_snapshot_of_the_canadian_charity_sector_2013
http://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/blumbergs_snapshot_of_the_canadian_charity_sector_2012
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/blumbergs_canadian_charity_sector_snapshot_2010_-a_little_more_perspective_
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/blumbergs_canadian_charity_sector_snapshot_2010_-a_little_more_perspective_
http://www.globalphilanthropy.ca/blog/blumbergs_snapshot_of_the_bc_charity_sector_2012
http://www.globalphilanthropy.ca/blog/blumbergs_snapshot_of_the_alberta_charity_sector_2012
http://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/blumbergs_snapshot_of_the_ontario_charity_sector_2011
http://www.globalphilanthropy.ca/index.php/blog/comments/blumbergs_canadian_charity_sector_snapshot_2011_-understanding_the_charity_/
http://www.globalphilanthropy.ca/index.php/blog/comments/blumbergs_canadian_charity_sector_snapshot_2011_-understanding_the_charity_/
http://www.globalphilanthropy.ca/images/uploads/Blumbergs_Canadian_Charity_Sector_Snapshot_2010.pdf
http://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/index.php/blog/category/transparency/
http://www.globalphilanthropy.ca/index.php/blog/category/canadian_charity_statistics/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/comparison_of_the_cras_charities_listing_and_blumbergs_charitydata.ca
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/blumbergs-pre-budget-submission-for-the-2023-canadian-federal-budget/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/blumbergs-pre-budget-submission-february-25-2022/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/blumbergs-submission-for-the-pre-budget-consultations-for-the-canadian-federal-budget-2022-with-a-focus-on-transparency-and-accountability-in-the-non-profit-and-charity-sector/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/blumbergs-submission-for-the-pre-budget-consultations-for-the-canadian-federal-budget-2022-with-a-focus-on-transparency-and-accountability-in-the-non-profit-and-charity-sector/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/blumbergs-submission-for-the-pre-budget-consultations-for-the-canadian-federal-budget-2022-with-a-focus-on-transparency-and-accountability-in-the-non-profit-and-charity-sector/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/confidence-in-charity-leaders-has-fallen-sharply-over-the-last-two-decades-what-does-that-mean-for-the-sector/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/confidence-in-charity-leaders-has-fallen-sharply-over-the-last-two-decades-what-does-that-mean-for-the-sector/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/confidence-in-charity-leaders-has-fallen-sharply-over-the-last-two-decades-what-does-that-mean-for-the-sector/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/how-has-covid-affected-funding-of-the-canadian-charity-sector-part-4-the-final-edition/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/how-has-covid-affected-funding-of-the-canadian-charity-sector-part-3/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/how-has-covid-affected-funding-of-the-canadian-charity-sector-part-3/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/how-has-covid-affected-funding-of-the-canadian-charity-sector-part-2-more-data-from-the-t3010/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/how-has-covid-affected-funding-of-the-canadian-charity-sector-part-1/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/canadian-charities-giving-to-indigenous-charities-and-qualified-donees-2019/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/canadian-charities-giving-to-indigenous-charities-and-qualified-donees-2018/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/discussion-paper-from-the-t3010-user-group-on-improvements-to-the-t3010/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/when-is-a-financial-statement-not-a-financial-statement/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/registered-canadian-amateur-athletic-associations-and-their-financial-statements/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/cra-audit-statistics-released-through-freedom-of-information-in-2022/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/update-to-charitydata-ca-website/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/gifts-by-canadian-charities-to-the-united-nations-and-its-agencies-in-2019/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/gifts-by-canadian-charities-to-donor-advised-funds-in-2019/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/gifts-by-canadian-registered-charities-to-the-registered-foreign-universities-in-2019/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/recent-cra-letters-of-revocation-for-canadian-registered-charities-received-december-2021/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/recent-cra-letters-of-revocation-for-canadian-registered-charities-2021/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/canadian-federal-budget-2022-and-its-impact-on-non-profits-and-charities/
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List of Canadian Registered Charities Revoked as a Result of an Audit Over the Last 30 Years  

Blumbergs Snapshot of the Canadian Charity Sector 2018 – Fundraising Activity 

Top Fallacies about Canadian Private Foundations in Canada in 2022 

National Post article “Charity sector worth $300B per year, but CRA audits have dropped four-fold 

since 2010”  

Dramatic changes to charity audits by CRA over the last few years 

Budget Implementation Act passed allowing certain additional charitable partnerships  

How to search for an Ontario non-profit corporation using the Ontario Business Registry  

Which Canadian registered charities had the largest assets in 2019? 

Which Charities Received the Most Money from the Federal Government in 2019? 

Blumbergs’ Pre-Budget Submission for the Federal Budget 2021 relating to charities and transparency  

CRA provides additional information on foreign activities by Canadian charities 

Another version of CRA’s guidance on advancement of religion released in an access to information 

request  

The Charity Report provides a profile of the Blumbergs’ Snapshot of the Canadian Charity Sector  

Dramatic changes to the CRA Charities Listing 

If the T3010 annual charity return improves perhaps the charity sector and transparency will also 

improve 

CRA publishes new web page on “How to get information about a charity” 

New Transparency in Ontario for Non-Profits to be released in next few months 

Finance Memo on Registered Charities - Political Activities, Foreign Funding and Transparency 

Which Canadian Charities Spent Money on “political activities” and how much did they spend 

So how much do Canadian charities receive from foreign sources according to the T3010 Returns? 

Transparency - What can the Charities Directorate of CRA disclose about registered charities? 

How accurate are the T3010 charity returns when it comes to political activities? 

How to Decide Which Charity to Support 

Community Foundations of Canada 2013 Conference in Winnipeg -some interesting stats 

CRA publishes new web page on “How to get information about a charity” 

CRA releases new T3010 (13) for registered charities with fiscal year ends after January 1, 2013 

List of Ontario Non-Profit Corporations finally revealed for the first time 

Who are the Canadian environmental charities? 

Which Canadian Registered Charities Received the Most Money from Municipal Governments in 

2012? 

Which Canadian Registered Charities Received the Most Money from Provincial Governments in 

2012? 

Which Charities Received the Most Money from the Federal Government – 2012? 

Largest Gifts from Canadian Charities to other Qualified Donees - 2012 

Which Canadian Private Foundations had the largest total expenditures in 2013-2015? 

More from the T3010-13 on political activities 

Latest statistics on “abusive charity gifting tax schemes” 
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Some simple and free steps to increase your Canadian registered charity’s transparency 

CRA released it’s 2018 T3010 annual return form for Canadian registered charities 

Corporations Canada has made a giant leap forward in increasing transparency of Federal corporations 

Top Canadian Charity Law Issues by Mark Blumberg – For Charity Village – March 2018 

Key statistics on Canada’s charity and non-profit sector 

Discussion paper from the T3010 User Group on improvements to the T3010 

CRA provides additional details as to changes with the T3010 over the last few years Largest Gifts 

from Canadian Charities to all other Qualified Donees – 2020 

Which Canadian charities received the most revenue from Provincial Governments in 2020?  

Which Canadian charities received the most revenue from Municipal Governments in 2020?  

Which Canadian charities received the most revenue from the Federal government in 2020? 

Canadian Soccer Association not filing financial statements with Corporations Canada as required by 

the Canada Not-for-profit Corporations Act (“CNCA”) 

Canadian Federal Non-Profit Corporations under the CNCA need to ensure that they do their filings 

Which Canadian charities spent money on foreign activities in 2020 and how much did they spend?  

Key statistics on Canada’s charity and non-profit sector 2023 

List of municipal or public bodies performing a function of government in Canada has increased to 555  

How much did the largest Canadian private foundations spend in 2018, 2019 and 2020? CRA's list of 

RCAAAs  
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Limitations and Caveats 

There are a number of cautions in dealing with the information from the T3010. You can access the 

CRA Charities Listing database directly on the CRA website at: www.canada.ca/en/revenue-

agency/services/charities-giving/list-charities/list-charities-other-qualified-donees.html. As well, 

Blumbergs also maintains Canada's largest charity information portal at www.CharityData.ca with up to 

20 years of information on every Canadian registered charity. The portal is free, and the aim is to 

increase transparency in the Canadian charity sector. With CRA removing over 10 years’ worth of 

information from the Charities Listing, www.CharityData.ca has far more years available.  Currently 

CRA is only providing 5 years historical information on each charity. 

 

1) The data in this note is based on the 2023 T3010 Registered Charity Information Return filings. 

Although all charities are supposed to file their T3010 within six months of their fiscal year end, some 

charities file late or do not file at all and then will lose their charitable status. Depending on the data set 

from CRA, not every charity may have filed their T3010 or been inputted yet.  

2) Registered charities complete the T3010, and one person signs the form. The T3010 information is 

not independently verified by CRA when it is posted on the CRA site or placed in the CRA database. 

3) Although an important legal document, the T3010 is often completed by volunteers or others who 

may have little understanding of the nuances of the Income Tax Act (Canada), limited language skills, 

may not have easy access to the correct information or are in a hurry to file the form to avoid 

deregistration. In the case of larger institutions, it is typically accountants or finance staff who prepare 

the T3010. One would expect greater accuracy with the larger institutions. However, as they also tend 

to be more complicated and involve bigger numbers, the likelihood of a significant inaccuracy in their 

T3010 filings is great. 

4) The T3010s are filed with CRA and in many cases need to be coded by hand at CRA which can also 

introduce mistakes. Only a small number of T3010s have 2D bar code technology which can eliminate 

most processing errors on CRA’s part. Canadian charities can, as of June 2019, electronically file the 

T3010 which does reduce errors and speed up the time that T3010 data is processed and available to the 

public.  All charities should be filing their T3010’s electronically using the CRA MyBA system.     

 

5) In some cases, those completing the T3010 for a charity are deliberately deceptive when completing 

the T3010. For example, an organization knows that it has substantial fundraising expenses but chooses 

to put them under charitable activities. Or an organization claims pharmaceuticals that it can purchase 

for $50,000 are really worth $50 million. 

6) Don’t rely on any of this information without checking with the charity and appropriate due 

diligence as required.  

7) The T3010 is a tax form which is supposed to be completed according to guidance provided by the 

CRA in Guide Completing the Registered Charity Information Return (T-4033) and also various other 

CRA guidances and policies. The information inputted may not conform to Generally Accepted 

Accounting Principles (GAAP) and often the numbers will not match what is in a financial statement. 

You can obtain copies of financial statements, whether audited or not, on any registered charity by 

http://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/
http://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/charities-giving/list-charities/list-charities-other-qualified-donees.html
http://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/charities-giving/list-charities/list-charities-other-qualified-donees.html
http://www.charitydata.ca/
http://www.charitydata.ca/
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/charities-giving/charities/operating-a-registered-charity/toolbox-directors-officers-volunteers/business-account.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/forms-publications/publications/t4033.html


www.CanadianCharityLaw.ca 
 

requesting the financial statements from CRA. These financial statements are filed with CRA but not 

placed on the CRA website and they can sometimes add further information. Charities are not required 

to post their financial statements on their website, but charities should put up at least the last 5 years 

financial statements to make it easier for donors and the public to access them. 

8) Some questions on the T3010 are more prone to error than others. Some questions are complicated, 

while others are quite straightforward. Some matters are easily quantifiable, like value of official 

donation receipts, while others require allocation and other subjective measurements. Some questions, 

like revenue, are answered by almost every charity and if a charity makes a mistake, the likelihood is 

that such a mistake will not have much impact on the bigger picture. On the other hand, to take a 

historical example some numbers like political expenditures by Canadian charities are often incorrectly 

completed and even one or two charities by mistakenly inserting large numbers in this category can 

distort the picture. With the 2012 numbers, the top six organizations listing political expenditures 

appear to be all mistakes. This seems to have inflated the numbers by about 1000%. You can see my 

article “Did the University of Windsor spend $285 million on political activities in 2012”. For 2013, the 

political numbers were $171 million on the T3010. If one reviews the actual organizations, the number 

is probably about $26 million. For 2017, the number is $28 million. For 2018, the number is $30 

million. Unfortunately, today the CRA does not ask any questions about political activities of Canadian 

charities.  

9) The T3010 asks certain questions. Many important questions are not asked on the T3010. Relying on 

the T3010 to make decisions on whether a charity is efficient or worthwhile to support is prone to 

failure. We have established a website at www.SmartGiving.ca which discusses in detail questions 

donors may want to ask before donating to charity. 

This analysis was prepared as part of the Sean Blumberg Transparency Project. 

Mark Blumberg is a lawyer at Blumbergs in Toronto, Ontario. He works almost exclusively in the area 

of non-profit and charity law. Henri Pasha is a consultant working with Blumbergs. To find out more 

about legal services that Blumbergs provides to charities and non-profits please visit 

www.CanadianCharityLaw.ca 

This article is for information purposes only. It is not intended to be legal advice. You should not act or 

abstain from acting based upon such information without first consulting a legal professional. 
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