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Steering Committee; Karen March, Roy Hanes, Larry McCloskey, Dean Mellway, & Lois Frankel 

It is difficult to imagine that just 
a few months ago our Steering 
Committee met to discuss the 
establishment of an institute 
which would promote research 
and course development in the 
field of Disability. From this 
meeting the idea for the READ 
(Research, Education, 
Accessibility, & Design) 
Institute emerged and in a 
short period of time the group 
was awarded a Carleton 
Innovation Forum grand of 
$25,000.00 to pursue the 
development of READ. Since 
the summer months, it appears 
that the READ Institute is 
quickly taking shape with the 
first course pertaining to 
Disability Studies being offered 
in the fall of 2012, with the 
possible following of a minor in 
Disability Studies. The 
following summary from the 
READ Steering Committee 
highlights the vision and focus 
of READ. 

The READ Institute will build 
on Carleton’s strong reputation 
as a leader in this area and 
will: 

1.  Assist in the development of 
a new program in the field of 
Disability Studies.  

2. Enhance current program 
emphasis in areas of universal 
design, accessibility and 
inclusion. 

The READ Institute Concept  

 3. Support research on 
disability in multiple disciplines 
and promote connections 
among varying approaches 

including, universal design, 

critical disability theory, public 
policy, social sciences and the 
humanities. 

4. Enhance the engagement 
of ideas and interests 
between Carleton University, 
people with disabilities and 
the broader community. 

In Canada, Disability Studies 
is a relatively new academic 
discipline that seeks to 
explore the historical, cultural, 
economic, physical and social 
aspects of disability. Disability 
Studies highlights the role of 
complex barriers in creating 
disability rather than the 
attributes of individual 
impairment(s).   

What sets the READ Institute 
initiative apart is the 
recognition that social, 
political, historical, cultural, 
economic, environmental and 
adaptive approaches to 
understanding disability can 
both explore a variety of 
issues and offer solutions that 
can improve the lives of 
individuals with disabilities. 
The READ Institute seeks to 
inform and engage with 
traditional medical and 
rehabilitative approaches to 
disability to promote critical          

 
 
reflection and stimulate 
innovation in ways which are 
sensitive to the social model 
perspective and respectful of 
disability communities. 

The READ Institute is 
committed to the inclusion of 
people with disabilities in all 
aspects of life. In recognition 
of this ideal the Institute will 
incorporate the principles of 
the United Nations Convention 
on the Rights of People with 
Disabilities, ratified by 
Canada\, which articulates the 
relationship between 
individuals and the 
environment.  

The Institute will include “real 
world” solutions to promote full 
inclusion informed by 
interdisciplinary and 
innovative approaches which 
engage Carleton University, 
community organizations, 
agencies and individuals 
interested in disability issues. 

(Continued on Page 2) 

 

 

Newsletter 

 

“There is nothing you 

can’t do, if you set your 

mind to it. Anything  

is possible.” 

~ Rick Hansen ~ 

Research  Education  Accessibility  Design
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Ottawa artist David Fels is creating a special sculpture out of the truck of a tree from Old Ottawa South. The final 

product will be dedicated to Rick Hansen at a special ceremony at Carleton on Oct. 27. (James Park Photo) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
    

The READ Institute will 
build upon existing areas 
of study at Carleton and 
identify gaps for further 
development. The Institute 
has great potential to 
provide experiential 
learning opportunities to 
students, both 
undergraduate and 
graduate, giving them 
greater access to 
academic and community 
expertise and greater 
connection with other 

The READ Institute Concept (continued…) 

 

Carleton University, 
renowned local artist 
David Fels and the City of 
Ottawa are teaming up to 
develop a sculpture from a 
majestic Ottawa oak 
estimated to be more than 
200 years old. 
 
The Brighton Beach Oak 
in Old Ottawa South was 

Carleton and sculptor David Fels embark on unique project  
to focus on accessibility and honour Rick Hansen 

 

disciplines at Carleton 
already active in the 
disability field.  At the 
same time, local, national 
and international 
organizations in the 
disability field will benefit 
from the research and 
participation of Carleton 
students and faculty in the 
development of new 
frameworks and solutions 
to the pressing cultural 
and practical issues they 
seek to address in their 
work. 

 

dead and city crews cut it 
down earlier this month to 
prevent injuries. 
 
A piece of the oak has 
been transferred to 
Carleton, where Fels has 
begun work on a sculpture 
called Sailing Through 
Time that will depict 
Carleton’s commitment to 

accessibility. 

The sculpture will be part 
of a special presentation 
at Carleton on Thursday, 
Oct. 27, 2011 to honor 
Rick Hansen and the 25th 
anniversary of his world 
tour.  

(Continued on Page 3) 

 

The occasion will also 
launch the READ Institute 
(Research, Education, 
Accessibility and Design). 

distributing a newsletter 

might be to sell your 

product or service, the key 

to a successful newsletter 

is making it useful to your 

readers. 

A great way to add useful 

content to this newsletter 

is to develop and write 

your own articles, or to 

include a calendar of 

upcoming events or a 

special offer that promotes 

a new product. 

You can also research 

articles or find “filler” 

Join the 
community 
engagement 
bulletin board at 
http://www2.carlet
on.ca/communitye
ngagement/forum/ 
  

 

http://www2.carleton.ca/communityengagement/forum/
http://www2.carleton.ca/communityengagement/forum/
http://www2.carleton.ca/communityengagement/forum/
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Carleton and sculptor David Fels embark on unique project  
to focus on accessibility and honour Rick Hansen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The occasion will also 
provide an opportunity for 
public input on the READ 
Institute (Research, 
Education, Accessibility 
and Design) concept. 
 
Led by Larry McCloskey, 
director of Carleton’s Paul 
Menton Centre for 
Students with Disabilities, 
a university group 
interested in creating a 
multi-disciplinary institute 
focused on accessibility 
began discussions with the 
City of Ottawa about the 
Brighton Beach Oak. 
 
The tree had been 
deteriorating for many 
years and attempts to 
extend its life proved 
unsuccessful. The city’s 
forestry services branch 
determined in July that it 
should be felled and it 
came down on Aug. 17. 
 
“We are so pleased that 

(Continued…) 

The READ Institute 
Steering Committee is 
pleased to invite members 
of the university 
community and members 
of the greater Ottawa 
community of interest in 
disability, to participate in 
a Town Hall meeting to 
present our progress and 
gain public input on the 
creation of the READ 
Institute (Research, 
Education, Accessibility 
and Design).  The Town 
Hall will be followed by a 
special tribute event to 
recognize the 25

th 

Town Hall Meeting & Tribute to Rick Hansen 

 

VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES 

 

Carleton’s READ Institute 

Steering Committee is 

pleased to invite members of 

the university community and 

our community partners with 

an interest in disability 

issues, to participate in a 

Town Hall Meeting, to 

present our progress and get 

input about the creation of 

the READ Institute 

(Research, Education, 

Accessibility and Design). 

 

To volunteer to help with the 

event on October 27
th
 or for 

more information please 

contact: 

Amanda Battencourt  

Phone 613 520-2600        

Ext. 3936 
Fax: 613 520-3995 
READ_Institute@carleton.ca 

 

the City of Ottawa has 
agreed to let us honor this 
majestic old oak and use 
the incredible talents of 
David Fels to draw 
attention to accessibility 
issues,’’ says McCloskey, 
an Ottawa South resident. 
 
“This is an exciting 
opportunity to create an 
important artistic work 
from a tree that carries the 
memories of many 
generations of local 
residents,’’ says Ottawa 
Coun. David 
Chernushenko. “That it is 
being done as a 
partnership with our local 
university, which will 
display the work into the 
future, makes it a superb 
project for the City of 
Ottawa to support.’’ 
 
Carleton plans to unveil 
the sculpture at the Oct. 
27 event honouring Rick 
Hansen. Meantime, the 

university is encouraging 
all faculty, staff and 
students and the broader 
Ottawa community to 
watch David in action over 
the next two months as he 
works in a covered area 
outside next to Carleton’s 
Architecture Building. 
 
The event will also unveil 
the READ Institute, 
intended to bring greater 
focus to disability issues, 
develop policy, conduct 
applied research and 
provide a forum for 
collaborations with 
community groups and 
governments. 
 
“The demand for new 
programs in this area is 
growing,’’ says 
McCloskey. “And we want 
Carleton to be at the 
forefront of studies and 
research that have 
applications to everyone 
but keep disability in 
mind.’’ 
 

 
Anniversary of Rick 
Hansen’s Man in Motion 
World Tour.  Carleton 
President Roseann 
O’Reilly Runte, City of 
Ottawa Mayor Jim Watson 
and renowned local artist 
David Fels will make a 
special presentation in 
honour of Rick’s 
achievements toward 
greater accessibility 
around the world, followed 
by an address by Rick 
Hansen on his vision for 
accessibility and the next 
25 years. 
 

We hope that you will join 
us and provide your input 
toward a more inclusive 
society.  Space is limited 
so please confirm your 
attendance by registering 
early 
 
DATE:     October 27, 2011 
TIME:           2:30 - 4:30 pm 
LOCATION:     Bell Theatre 
            Carleton University 
 
Event RSVP:   
cu_proud@carleton.ca  
Or online at:  
advancement.carleton.ca

/events/local.htm 

  

  

This article was written by Michelle 
Zilio; photograph by Tina Mackey 
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