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Carleton University 

College of the Humanities 

Religion Program: RELI 2330A 

The Qur’an: An Introduction 

Winter 2017 

 

Instructor Information 

Professor: Mohammed Rustom  
Office Hours: W 4:00 pm – 5:30 pm 
Office Location: 2A61 Paterson Hall  
Email: mrustom@connect.carleton.ca 

Course Information 

Class Meetings: MW 6:05 pm – 7:25 pm 
Classroom Location: UC 180 
Course Website: Available on CU Learn  
COH Website: www.carleton.ca/chum/ 

 
Course Description 

Although the Quran is one of the world’s most widely read books, it is also one of its 
least understood books. In this course we will therefore attempt to come to terms with the 
Quran through a careful study of its content, form, style, central themes, and process of 
canonization. Emphasis will also be placed on the Quran’s vast interpretive tradition 
(tafsir), as well as the various theories and methods employed by modern scholars in 
understanding the Quran’s textual history, relationship to the Bible and Near Eastern 
culture, and its various stylistic and linguistic features.   
 
Learning Objectives 

 To understand the main aspects of the academic study of religion and scripture  
 To come to a better understanding of the field of Quranic studies and the methods 

employed by contemporary scholars in studying the Quran 
 To be able to critically analyze a wide variety of Quranic materials, including 

medieval and modern works concerned with Quranic interpretation (tafsir) 
 To gain a firm grasp of academic research methods, particularly writing and citation  
 
Required Texts 

S. H. Nasr et al (eds.), The Study Quran = SQ 
Articles in Quranic Studies (by various authors; on course website) = AQS 
 
Requirements and Due Dates 

/20 Term Test   Feb. 15th  
/40 Research Paper  Mar. 20th   
/40 Final Exam   TBA 
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Schedule of Lectures and Readings 

* Begin your reading of each Quranic chapter with its accompanying introduction 
 
Jan. 9th   The Quran and Religionswissenschaft  
Jan. 11th  Oral Culture in Pre-Islamic Arabia  

Readings 
Q 1 and 112 (with commentary) in SQ 
Nasr, “General Introduction” in SQ  
Lumbard, “The Quran in Translation” in SQ 
 

Jan. 16th  The “Event” of the Quran 
Jan. 18th  The Bible and the Ancient Near East 
  Readings  

Q 68, 73, 74, 89, 94, 96 (with commentary) in SQ 
Abdel Haleem, “Quranic Arabic” in SQ 
Donner, “The Historical Context” in AQS 
 

Jan. 23rd   The Early Revelations: Prophecy and Eschatology 
Jan. 25th  Readings 

Q 78–114 (excluding 89, 94, 96, 112) (78, 99, 101 with commentary) in SQ 
Yusuf, “Death, Dying, and the Afterlife in the Quran” in SQ 
Quran Recitation: www.youtube.com/watch?v=RNFhkIGUvIk 
 

Jan. 30th   Occasions of Revelation 
Feb. 1st  Quranic Structure, Content, Style  

Readings 
Q 67–77 (excluding 68, 73, 74) (67 and 76 with commentary) in SQ 
Mattson, “How to Read the Quran” in SQ 

  “Koran by Heart” Documentary: www.youtube.com/watch?v=ptHdmw57rzM 
 
Feb. 6th  The Textual History of the Quran 
  Theories in Critical Scholarship 

Readings 
Q 40–66 (excluding 53) (36, 48, 54, 55, 59 with commentary) in SQ 
al-Azami, “The Islamic View of the Quran” in SQ 
Motzki, “Alternative Accounts of the Qur’an’s Formation” in AQS 

 
Feb. 8th   The Quran and Islamic Law 

Readings 
Q 5 (with commentary) in SQ 
al-Tayyib, “The Quran as Source of Islamic Law” in SQ 
 

Feb. 13th  Israelite and Arabian Prophets in the Quran 
Readings 
Q 10–12 (12 with commentary) in SQ 
Rustom, “The Story of Joseph as a ‘History’ of the Human Soul” in AQS 
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Feb. 15th Term Test 
 
Feb. 20th  Winter Break; No Class 
Feb. 22nd   
 
Feb. 27th  The Quran and the Islamic Intellectual Tradition 
Mar. 1st  Literary Aspects of the Quran 

Readings 
Q 13–17 (15 and 17 with commentary), 24 (24:35 with commentary) in SQ 
Damad, “The Quran and Schools of Islamic Theology and Philosophy” in SQ  
Zadeh, “Quranic Studies and the Literary Turn” in AQS  
Arabic Calligraphy: www.youtube.com/watch?v=-W3pjQoOuNc 

 
Mar. 6th   Classical Quranic Exegesis 
Mar. 8th  Readings 

Q 19–23 (19 and 20 with commentary) in SQ 
Saleh essay, “Quranic Commentaries” in SQ 
 

Mar. 13th    Sufi and Shi‘i Approaches to the Quran  
Mar. 15th  Readings 

Q 18, 33, 53 (18:60–82, 33:33, 53:1–18 with commentary) in SQ 
Chittick, “The Quran and Sufism” in SQ 
Mayer, “Traditions of Esoteric and Sapiental Quranic Commentary” in SQ 

 
Mar. 20th  The Quran and Other Religious Traditions  
Mar. 22nd  The Quran and Islamic Art  

Readings 
Q 2 and 4 (2:1–153, 255 with commentary) in SQ 
Lumbard, “The Quranic View of Sacred History and Other Religions” in SQ 
Michon, “The Quran and Islamic Art” in SQ 

 
Mar. 27th   Ethics and Society in the Quran 
Mar. 29th  Women in the Quran 

Readings 
Q 3, 34–38 (3 and 36 with commentary) in SQ 
Dakake, “Quranic Ethics, Human Rights, and Society” in SQ 
 

Apr. 3rd   The Quran and Science 
Apr. 5th  War and Jihad in the Quran 

Readings 
Q 6–9, 39 (9 with commentary) in SQ 
Iqbal, “Scientific Commentary on the Quran” in SQ 
Dagli, “Conquest and Conversion, War and Peace in the Quran” in SQ 
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Term Test Guidelines 
 
Content 

The term test will cover all of the course’s lectures and assigned readings up to and 
including the class before the day of the test.  
 
Date and Test Length 

The test is scheduled to take place in class on February 15th, 2016. It will be one hour in 
length.  
 
Structure 

The test consists of three questions and is divided into two parts. All of the questions 
must be answered. The first part consists of one question, which is out of ten. The second 
part is also out of ten, but consists of two questions, each of which is out of five. The 
entire test, therefore, is out of 20, and is worth 20% of the total course mark.  
 The test is comprised of response-type questions. This means that responses do not 
have to be in essay format. They simply have to address the question asked in as 
thorough and thoughtful a manner as possible. Answers must be both descriptive and 
analytical. 
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Research Paper Guidelines 
 

Instructions 

Address one of the following topics/questions. You must consult The Study Quran as 
well as the “Islamic Studies Resources” document (located on the course website) in 
order to locate materials essential for your research. 
 
1. Explore the notion of what scholars call “opposition” in the Quran. 
 
2. Assess the development of the field of Quranic studies, from its genesis in the late  
 nineteenth century CE to the present day. 
 
3. Discuss the different Muslim interpretations of the famous Light Verse (Q 24:35). 
 
4.       Drawing on the Quran and its interpretive traditions, analyze the Quranic story of 
          Adam and Eve.  
 
5.       A topic chosen in consultation with the Professor. 
 
Evaluation 

Essays are graded out of 40, and are worth 40% of the total course mark. Each essay will 
be evaluated in terms of (1) the quality of it language, including grammar, spelling, and 
style; (2) the clarity of its thesis, (3) the coherence of its argument(s), (4) evidence of 
original research and its careful integration into the fabric of the essay, and (5) faithful 
adherence to the content and formatting guidelines mentioned below.  
 

Content 

The paper must have a clear thesis which is defended consistently throughout. An essay 
without a thesis cannot receive more than a C+. A thesis essentially summarizes, in one 
or several sentences, the entire point of your essay. It is simply not enough to say “This 
essay is going to talk about x, y, and z”; you must be more specific than that. A good 
thesis should be concise and straightforward, and must endeavour to prove a point: “In 
this essay, it shall be demonstrated that, because of x, y and z obtain.” You may not use 
the wording of this example in your essay.  
 
Due Date  

Essays are due at the beginning of class on March 20th, 2017. Emailed versions of the 
essay are not acceptable.  
 
Penalties 

Essays not handed in on the due date will receive a mark of zero. Absolutely no 
exceptions will be made to this rule. Papers submitted late due to a medical or other 
compassionate reason must be accompanied by relevant documentation (i.e., a medical 
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certificate, etc.). Plagiarized essays will be assigned a zero, and the issue will be taken up 
with the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences.  
 
Form 

1. Essays are to be ten full pages in length (excluding the title page and 
bibliography), double spaced, and written in Times New Roman font (size 
twelve).  

 
2.  Diction is to be formal, and the essay is to be written in Canadian English. 

Grammar, syntax, spelling, and style must be impeccable.  
 
3.  All paragraphs—except the first paragraph of your essay—must be indented. 
 Every paragraph in your essay—including isolated quotations and  footnotes— 

must be justified.  
 

4. Use footnotes as opposed to endnotes and/or internal citations. Footnotes are to be 
single spaced and written in Times New Roman font (size ten). A bibliography 
must be appended to the essay. Your method of citation must follow the rules laid 
out in the Chicago Manual of Style.  

 
5. When citing from the translation in The Study Quran, an internal citation as 

follows will suffice: Q 18:5. If citing from any part of the commentary on this 
verse, for example, simply insert a “c” in the internal citation: Q 18:5c.  

 
8. Do not put your quotations in italics, bold, or a combination of the two. Sentences 

which are more than three lines long are to be isolated, single spaced, and reduced 
to font size eleven with their margins indented to one inch on both the right and 
the left. This can easily be done by using the “paragraph” function on your Word 
program.  

 
9. Your essay must have a title page. All pages—excluding the title page and 

bibliography—are to be numbered at the bottom right corner of the page.  
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Final Exam Guidelines 
 
Content 

The final exam will cover all of the course’s lectures and assigned readings, from the first 
lecture to the last, with emphasis placed on materials covered after the term test.  
 
Date, Time, and Location 

The exam will be scheduled by the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences and announced in 
mid-February. I shall inform the class of the date, time, and location of the examination 
as soon as this information is made available.  
 
Length 

The exam will be two hours in length.  
 
Structure 

The exam is divided into two sections. The entire exam is out of 40, and is worth 40% of 
the total course mark. 
 Part I will consist of ten items, namely the names of some Quranic verses and 
chapters, as well as some terms in English and Arabic transliteration. All of these items 
must be defined/described in a clear and detailed manner. Each question is out of two. 
The first part of the exam, therefore, is out of 20, and is worth 20% of the total course 
mark.  
 Part II will consist of six questions, four of which must be answered. Each 
question is out of five. This part of the exam, therefore, is out 20, and is worth 20% of the 
total course mark. The questions in Part II are response-type questions. This means that 
responses do not have to be in essay format. They simply have to address the question 
asked in as thorough and thoughtful a manner as possible. Answers must be both 
descriptive and analytical. 
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REGULATIONS COMMON TO ALL HUMANITIES COURSES 

COPIES OF WRITTEN WORK SUBMITTED 
Always retain for yourself a copy of all essays, term papers, written 
assignments or take-home tests submitted in your courses.  

PLAGIARISM 
The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether 
intentional or not, the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as 
one’s own.”  This can include:  

 reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s
published or unpublished material, regardless of the source, and
presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or
reference to the original source;

 submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or
other assignment written, in whole or in part, by someone else;

 using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased
material, concepts, or ideas without appropriate
acknowledgment in any academic assignment;

 using another’s data or research findings;
 failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper

citations when using another’s works and/or failing to use
quotation marks;

 handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic
credit more than once without prior written permission of the
course instructor in which the submission occurs."

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with 
the course’s instructor. The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a 
rigorous investigation, including an interview with the student, when 
an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized. Penalties 
are not trivial. They can include a final grade of “F” for the course 

GRADING SYSTEM 
Letter grades assigned in this course will have the following 
percentage equivalents: 

A+ = 90-100 (12) B   = 73-76 (8) C - = 60-62 (4) 
A   = 85-89   (11) B-  = 70-72 (7) D+ = 57-59 (3) 
A-  = 80-84   (10) C+ = 67-69 (6) D   = 53-56 (2) 
B+ = 77-79    (9) C   = 63-66 (5) D - = 50-52 (1) 

F     Failure.  Assigned 0.0 grade points   
ABS Absent from final examination, equivalent to F 
DEF  Official deferral (see "Petitions to Defer") 
FND  Failure with no deferred exam allowed -- assigned only 

when the student has failed the course on the basis of 
inadequate term work as specified in the course outline. 

Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to 
the approval of the Faculty Dean.  

WITHDRAWAL WITHOUT ACADEMIC PENALTY 
The last date to withdraw from FALL TERM courses is DEC. 9, 
2016. The last day to withdraw from FALL/WINTER (Full Term) 
and WINTER term courses is APRIL 7, 2017. 

REQUESTS FOR ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATION 
You may need special arrangements to meet your academic 
obligations during the term because of disability, pregnancy or 
religious obligations. Please review the course outline promptly and 
write to me with any requests for academic accommodation during 
the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for 
accommodation is known to exist. You can visit the Equity Services 
website to view the policies and to obtain more detailed information 
on academic accommodation at:  carleton.ca/equity/accommodation/  

Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this 
course must register with the Paul Menton Centre for Students with 
Disabilities (PMC) for a formal evaluation of disability-related needs. 
Documented disabilities could include but not limited to 
mobility/physical impairments, specific Learning Disabilities (LD), 
psychiatric/psychological disabilities, sensory disabilities, Attention 
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), and chronic medical 
conditions. Registered PMC students are required to contact the 
PMC, 613-520-6608, every term to ensure that your Instructor 
receives your Letter of Accommodation, no later than two weeks 
before the first assignment is due or the first in-class test/midterm 
requiring accommodations. If you only require accommodations for 
your formally scheduled exam(s) in this course, please submit your 
request for accommodations to PMC by Nov. 11, 2016 for the Fall 
term and March 10, 2017 for the Winter term. For more details visit 
the Equity Services website:  carleton.ca/equity/accommodation/  

PETITIONS TO DEFER  
If you miss a final examination and/or fail to submit a FINAL 
assignment by the due date because of circumstances beyond your 
control, you may apply a deferral of examination/assignment. 
If you are applying for a deferral due to illness you will be required to 
see a physician in order to confirm illness and obtain a medical 
certificate dated no later than one working day after the examination 
or assignment deadline. This supporting documentation must specify 
the date of onset of the illness, the degree of incapacitation, and the 
expected date of recovery. 
If you are applying for a deferral for reasons other than personal 
illness, please contact  the Registrar’s Office directly for information 
on other forms of documentation that we accept. 
Deferrals of a final assignment or take home, in courses without a 
final examination, must be supported by confirmation of the 
assignment due date, for example a copy of the course outline 
specifying the due date and any documented extensions from the 
course instructor. 

Deferral applications for examination or assignments must 
be submitted within 3 working days of the original final 
exam. 
ADDRESSES:   (Area Code 613) 
College of the Humanities 520-2809 300 Paterson 
Greek and Roman Studies Office 520-2809 300 Paterson 
Religion Office 520-2100 2A39 Paterson 
Registrar's Office 520-3500 300 Tory 
Student Academic & Career Development Services 520-7850   302 Tory 
Paul Menton Centre 520-6608/TTY 520-3937 501 Uni-Centre 
Writing Tutorial Service 520-6632  4th Floor Library 
Learning Support Service 520-2600 Ext 1125 4th Floor Library 


