Carleton University 2021-2022
RELI 4850A / 5850 W; Winter Term
The College of the Humanities

RELI 4850A / 5850W

SEMINAR IN THE STUDY OF RELIGION:
Constructing the Cosmos: Cosmology and World Building
from Antiquity to the Middle Ages
Mondays 6:05-8:55 PM (PA 303)

*NB: Online for first three weeks of Winter term.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Questions about the origin and organization of the cosmos have perplexed and fascinated mythmakers,
philosophers, theologians, and scholars for millennia. Basic ideas about the fundamental nature of the
universe have served as the foundation for religious worldviews and philosophical systems from antiquity
to the Middle Ages and are prominently featured in many classic works of world literature. Even today,
there are lively on-going debates within the academic community and popular media about cosmological
issues such as the multiverse, the simulation hypothesis, the Big Bang, and the flat-earth theory. This
seminar will examine how cosmologies and creation stories have changed (often radically) over time from
the ancient world to the medieval period.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

-students will learn to conceptualize religious and philosophical concepts in historical context
-students will apply theoretical perspectives to primary texts

-students will engage with both secondary sources and their peers in thoughtful discussion
-students will seek to improve their academic presentation skills

-students will refine their research and writing methodologies by producing a academic paper

COURSE DELIVERY
This course is being offered in person only. In the event that courses are ordered to move on-line, the class
will continue to meet live over ZOOM at the regularly scheduled time.

COMMUNICATION

Email is the best way to contact me about course related issues (see above), and | will do my best to
respond within 24 hours during weekdays, 48 hours during weekends. An individual Zoom meeting can
also be arranged if necessary.

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS
Course readings will be made available on Brightspace.

EVALUATION

Course Engagement 20%  Students are expected to attend class on a regular basis, arrive prepared,
and engage with course material and class discussions.

Presentation 20%  Students will present their term paper as a “work-in-progress” to the class
and consider any questions or feedback given.

Term Paper 40%  Students must complete multiple components, including topic proposal,
bibliography, and outline as part of their term paper.

Take Home Exam 20%  Students will reflect in writing on course material and discussions.



DUE DATES AND EXTENSIONS

Written assignments can be handed in after the due date, although a deduction of 10% per day will be
applied. Extensions may be granted for medical reasons, although extension requests received after the
due date will not be granted.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
Please familiarize yourself with Carleton’s academic integrity policy. Course components containing any
plagiarized or copied material will receive be referred to university administration.

TOPICS AND READINGS
*Readings available on Brightspace.

Jan 10 COURSE INTRODUCTION

Secondary Sources: Campion, “Cosmology and Religion”
Graf, “Myth”
Martin, “Comparison”
Collins, “Cosmology: Time and History”

Jan 17 IN THE BEGINNINGS...

Primary Source: Creation Myths (selection)

Secondary Sources: Rochberg, “Mesopotamian Cosmology”
Lambert, “The Organization of the Universe”
Scully, “Theogony and Eastern Parallels”

Jan 24 CLASSICAL COSMOLOGIES
Primary Source: Presocratics (Milesians)
Plato, Timaeus
Aristotle, De mundo
Secondary Sources: Brisson, “Plato’s Natural Philosophy and Metaphysics”

Jan 31 HELLENISTIC WORLDS

Primary Source: Corpus Hermeticum (Poimandres)
Philo, On the Creation of the World
Secondary Source: Salles, “Early Stoic Cosmogony”

Martin, “Hellenistic Religions: Introduction”

Feb 7 IMPERIAL ARCHETYPES

Primary Source: Cicero, Dream of Scipio
Alcinous, Platonic Handbook
Secondary Source: Payne, “Cosmology and Expansion of the Iranian Empire”

Graham, Late Roman Cosmology of Space and Frontiers

Feb 14 COSMOLOGIES AND COUNTER-COSMOLOGIES IN EARLY CHRISTIANITY

Primary Source: Secret Book of John (Nag Hammadi)
Ephrem the Syrian, Hymn on Paradise 1
Secondary Source: May, “Problem of the Creation of the World”

Feb 28 WORLDS LATE ANTIQUITY
Primary Source: Plotinus, Ennead 2

Proclus, Elements of Theology
Secondary Source: Gatti, “Plotinus and the Platonic Tradition”


https://carleton.ca/registrar/academic-integrity/#downloads

Mar 7 EARLY MEDIEVAL AND BYZANTINE COSMOLOGIES

Primary Source: Elder Edda (Vo6luspd)

Cosmos Indicopleustes, Christian Topography (excerpt)

Secondary Source;

Bradley, “Can Archaeologists Study Prehistoric Cosmology?”

Papadopoulos, “Exploring Byzantine Cartographies”

Mar 14 SCHOLASTIC COSMO-CONTROVERIES
Primary Source:

Ghazali, On the Eternity of the World

Siger of Brabant, Question on the Eternity of the World

Secondary Source: Chittik, “Islamic Cosmology”

Duhem, “Plurality of Worlds in Scholastic Philosophy”
Tabataba'i, “Qur'anic Cosmology”

Mar 21 PRESENTATIONS / DISCUSSION
Mar 28 PRESENTATIONS / DISCUSSION
Apr 4 PRESENTATIONS / DISCUSSION

Apr 11 FINAL REFLECTION & REVIEW

RESEARCH PROJECT: PRESENTATION AND TERM PAPER

Students are asked to submit a term paper based on a topic that significantly intersects with the themes
of the course. This assignment consists of several components described below and has separate
streams for undergraduate and graduate students. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any

questions.

RELI 4850 Undergraduate

RELI 5850 Graduate

Topic Proposal (5%)

-to be submitted and approved no later than the
4t week of term (Jan 31)

-topics must connect with course material

Topic Proposal (5%)

-to be submitted and approved no later than the
4t week of term (Jan 31)

-topics must connect with course material

Bibliography (5%)
-a list of 15-20 primary and/or secondary sources
-to be submitted by the 8" week of term (March 7)

Annotated Bibliography (5%)

-a list of 20-30 primary and/or secondary sources,
with short summary and evaluation of each source
-to be submitted by the 8™ week of term (March 7)

Paper Outline (10%)

-a preliminary description of how your paper will
be structured

-to be submitted by the 10t week of term (March
21)

Paper Outline (10%)

-a preliminary description of how your paper will
be structured

-to be submitted by the 10" week of term (March
21)

Presentation (20%)

-students will give a 10-minute presentation of
their “paper-in-progress,” followed by 5-minutes of
discussion to address any questions or feedback
provided by the class.

Presentation (20%)

-students will give a 20-minute presentation of
their “paper-in-progress,” followed by 10-minutes
of discussion to address any questions or
feedback provided by the class.

Final Paper (20%)

-at least 15-20 pages

-double-space, standard margins, 12point font
-title page and bibliography

-Chicago Style

-Due April 11 in .pdf format through Brightspace

Final Paper (20%)

-at least 20-25 pages

-double-space, standard margins, 12point font
-title page and bibliography

-Chicago Style

-Due April 11 in .pdf format through Brightspace




S Humanities

University Regulations for All College of the
Humanities Courses

Academic Dates and Deadlines

This schedule contains the dates prescribed by the University Senate for academic activities.
Dates relating to fee payment, cancellation of course selections, late charges, and other fees or
charges will be published in the Important Dates and Deadlines section of the Registration
Website.

Online Learning Resources

While online courses offer flexibility and convenience, they also present unique challenges that traditional
face-to-face courses do not. On this page, you will find resources collected by Carleton Online to help you
succeed in your online courses; Learning Strategies and Best Practices, Study Skills, Technology and
Online Interaction and Engagement.

Copies of WrittenWork Submitted

Always retain for yourself a copy of all essays, term papers, written assignments or
take-home tests submitted in your courses.

Academic Integrity Policy (updated June 2021)

Plagiarism is presenting, whether intentionally or not, the ideas, expression of ideas, or work
of others as one’s own.

Plagiarism includes reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or
unpublished material, regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without
proper citation or reference to the original source. Examples of sources from which the ideas,
expressions of ideas or works of others may be drawn from include but are not limited to:
books, articles, papers, literary compositions and phrases, performance compositions, chemical
compounds, art works, laboratory reports, research results, calculations and the results of
calculations, diagrams, constructions, computer reports, computer code/software, material on
the internet and/or conversations.

Examples of plagiarism include, but are not limited to:
* any submission prepared in whole or in part, by someone else;
* using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, paraphrased material, algorithms,


https://calendar.carleton.ca/academicyear/
https://carleton.ca/registrar/regulations/
https://carleton.ca/online/online-learning-resources/

formulae, scientific or mathematical concepts, or ideas without appropriate
acknowledgment in any academic assignment;

* using another's data or research findings without appropriate acknowledgement;

* submitting a computer program developed in whole or in part by someone else, with or
without modifications, as one’s own; and

« failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using
another's work and/or failing to use quotations marks.

Plagiarism is a serious offence that cannot be resolved directly by the course’s instructor. The
Associate Dean of the Faculty conducts a rigorous investigation, including an interview with
the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized. Penalties are not
trivial. They can include a final grade of "F" for the course.

Academic Inteqgrity Policy
Academic Inteqgrity Process

Academic Accommodation Policy

Carleton University is committed to providing access to the educational experience in order to
promote academic accessibility for all individuals.

Academic accommodation refers to educational practices, systems and support mechanisms
designed to accommaodate diversity and difference. The purpose of accommodation is to enable
students to perform the essential requirements of their academic programs. At no time does
academic accommodation undermine or compromise the learning objectives that are established
by the academic authorities of the University.

Addressing Human Rights Concerns

The University and all members of the University community share responsibility for ensuring
that the University’s educational, work and living environments are free from discrimination and
harassment. Should you have concerns about harassment or discrimination relating to your age,
ancestry, citizenship, colour, creed (religion), disability, ethnic origin, family status, gender
expression, gender identity, marital status, place of origin, race, sex (including pregnancy), or
sexual orientation, please contact the Department of Equity and Inclusive Communities.

Requests for Academic Accommodation
You may need special arrangements to meet your academic obligations during the term. For an
accommaodation request, the processes are as follows:

Religious Accommodation

Please contact your instructor with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two weeks of
class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more details, please
review the Student Guide to Academic Accommodation.

Pregnancy Accommodation
Please contact your instructor with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two weeks of


https://carleton.ca/secretariat/wp-content/uploads/Academic-Integrity-Policy-2021.pdf
https://carleton.ca/registrar/academic-integrity/
https://carleton.ca/equity/
https://students.carleton.ca/course-outline/
https://carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf

class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommaodation is known to exist. . For more details, please
review the Student Guide to Academic Accommodation.

Survivors of Sexual Violence

As a community, Carleton University is committed to maintaining a positive learning, working and living
environment where sexual violence will not be tolerated, and where survivors are supported through
academic accommodations as per Carleton’s Sexual Violence Policy. For more information about the
services available at the university and to obtain information about sexual violence and/or support, visit the
Equity and Inclusive Communities website.

Accommodation for Student Activities

Carleton University recognizes the substantial benefits, both to the individual student and for the
university, that result from a student participating in activities beyond the classroom experience.
Reasonable accommodation must be provided to students who compete or perform at the national or
international level. Please contact your instructor with any requests for academic accommodation during
the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For
more details, see the Senate Policy on Accommodation for Student Activities).

Academic Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

If you have a documented disability requiring academic accommodations in this course, please
contact the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) at 613-520-6608 or
pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation or contact your PMC coordinator to send your instructor
your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the term. You must also contact the PMC no
later than two weeks before the first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if
applicable). After requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with your instructor as soon as
possible to ensure accommodation arrangements are made. For more details, visit the Paul
Menton Centre website.

Grading System at Carleton University

Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor, subject to the approval of the
faculty Dean. Standing in courses will be shown by alphabetical grades. The system of grades
used, with corresponding grade points and the percentage conversion can be found here. Grade
points indicated are for courses with 1.0 credit value. Where the course credit is greater or less
than one credit, the grade points are adjusted proportionately.

Course Sharing Websites and Copyright

Classroom teaching and learning activities, including lectures, discussions,
presentations, etc., by both instructors and students, are copy protected and remain the
intellectual property of their respective author(s). All course materials, including
PowerPoint presentations, outlines, and other materials, are also protected by copyright
and remain the intellectual property of their respective author(s).

Students registered in the course may take notes and make copies of course materials
for their own educational use only. Students are not permitted to reproduce or
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distribute lecture notes and course materials publicly for commercial or non-
commercial purposes without express written consent from the copyright holder(s).
More information

Student Rights and Responsibilities at Carleton

Carleton University strives to provide a safe environment conducive to personal and intellectual
growth, free of injustice and characterized by understanding respect, peace, trust, and fairness.

The Student Rights and Responsibilities Policy governs the non-academic behaviour of
students. Carleton University is committed to building a campus that promotes personal growth
through the establishment and promotion of transparent and fair academic and non-academic
responsibilities.

Deferred TermWork

In some situations, students are unable to complete term work because of illness or other
circumstances beyond their control, which forces them to delay submission of the work.

1. Students who claim illness, injury or other extraordinary circumstances beyond their control
as a reason for missed term work are held responsible for immediately informing the
instructor concerned and for making alternate arrangements with the instructor and in all
cases this must occur no later than three (3) working days after the term work was due.
The alternate arrangement must be made before the last day of classes in the term as published
in the academic schedule. Normally, any deferred term work will be completed by the last day
of term. In all cases, formative evaluations providing feedback to the student should be
replaced with formative evaluations. In the event the altered due date must extend beyond the
last day of classes in the term, the instructor will assign a grade of zero for the work not
submitted and submit the student’s earned grade accordingly; the instructor may submit a
change of grade at a later date. Term work cannot be deferred by the Registrar.

2. In cases where a student is not able to complete term work due to illness or injury for a
significant period of time/or long term, the instructor and/or student may elect to consult with
the Registrar's Office (undergraduate courses) or Graduate Registrar (graduate courses) to
determine appropriate action.

3. If astudent is concerned the instructor did not respond to the request for academic
accommodation or did not provide reasonable accommodation, the student should consult
with the department/school/institute chair/director. If a mutually agreeable accommodation to
complete course requirements prior to the course grade submission deadline cannot be
achieved, the Associate Dean will become involved. If academic accommodation is not
granted, and the student receives word after the academic withdrawal deadline, the student
may submit a petition to the Registrar's Office (undergraduate courses)/Graduate Registrar
(graduate courses) for a final grade of WDN (Withdrawn) in the course(s). If academic


https://library.carleton.ca/copyright-carleton
https://carleton.ca/studentaffairs/student-rights-and-responsibilities/

accommodation is not granted, and the student receives word prior to the academic
withdrawal deadline, the student may elect to withdraw from the course(s).

4. Furthermore, if academic accommodation is granted, but the student is unable to complete the
accommodation according to the terms set out by the instructor as a result of further illness, injury
or extraordinary circumstances beyond their control, the student may submit a petition to the
Registrar's Office (undergraduate courses)/Graduate Registrar (graduate courses). Please note,
however, that the course instructor will be required to submit an earned final grade and further
consideration will only be reviewed according to established precedents and deadlines. More
information of deferred Term Work

Deferred Final Exams

Students who are unable to write a final examination because of a serious illness/emergency or
other circumstances beyond their control may apply for accommodation. Normally, the
accommodation for a missed final examination will be granting the student the opportunity to
write a deferred examination. In specific cases when it is not possible to offer a deferred
examination, and with the approval of the Dean, an alternate accommodation may be made.

The application for a deferral must:

1. be made in writing to the Registrar's Office no later than three working days after the original final
examination or the due date of the take-home examination; and,

2. be fully supported by appropriate documentation and, in cases of illness, by a medical certificate dated
no later than one working day after the examination, or by appropriate documents in other cases.
Medical documents must specify the date of the onset of the illness, the (expected) date of recovery,
and the extent to which the student was/is incapacitated during the time of the examination. The
University's preferred medical form can be found at the Registrar's Office here.

More information on Final Exam Deferrals
Registrar’s Office “Defer an Exam” page

Financial vs. Academic Withdrawal
Make sure that you are aware of the separate deadlines for Financial and Academic withdrawal!

Making registration decisions in Carleton Central involves making a financial and academic
commitment for the courses you choose, regardless of attendance. If you do not attend, you must
withdraw in Carleton Central within the published deadlines to cancel your registration. A fee
adjustment is dependent on registration being canceled within the published fee deadlines and
dependent on your course load. A course dropped after the deadline for financial withdrawal will
receive a grade of Withdrawn (WDN), which appears on your official transcript.

Even if you miss the deadline for financial withdrawal, you might decide to drop a course to avoid
a failure or a poor grade showing up on your student record and bringing down your CGPA. It is
your responsibility to drop the course via Carleton Central within the published deadlines (see
Academic Withdrawal).
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If you are considering withdrawing from a course, you may want to talk to an advisor

first. Course withdrawal may affect your student status, as well as your eligibility for student
funding, immigration status, residence accommodation and participation in varsity sports, etc.
Additionally, remember that once you choose your courses, you must use the “Calculate amount
to pay” button to determine the correct amount of fees to pay.

Carleton Central is your one-stop shop for registration activities. If you are interested in taking a
course, make sure to complete your registration. Simply attending a course does not mean you are
registered in it, nor is it grounds for petition or appeal.

Department Contact Information

Bachelor of the Humanities 300 Paterson Hall
CollegeOfHumanities@-cunet.carleton.ca

Greek and Roman Studies 300 Paterson Hall
GreekAndRomanStudies@cunet.carleton.ca

Religion 2A39 Paterson Hall
Religion@cunet.carleton.ca

Digital Humanities (Graduate) 2A39 Paterson Hall
digitalhumanities@carleton.ca

Digital Humanities (Undergraduate Minor) 300 Paterson Hall
digitalhumanities@carleton.ca

MEMS (Undergraduate Minor) 300 Paterson Hall
CollegeOfHumanities@-cunet.carleton.ca
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