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Carleton University                                                                                                                   Winter 2024 
The College of the Humanities: The Religion Program 

RELI 4850 C/5850 C:  Gender, Sexuality, and Religion 
 
 
Professor Ash Geissinger                                               Office Hours:  Tuesdays 3-4 pm,                                                    
Email: Ash.Geissinger@carleton.ca                                or by appointment                                                                             
                                                                                                                                                                   

Classes: Tuesdays 11:35 am-2:25 pm  

 
Course Description       
   As the news cycle frequently reminds us, gender and sexuality are central elements of religion 
and public life. This seminar course examines some aspects of this complex topic, with a focus 
on how several contemporary religious communities and their religious discourses construct 
gender categories, sexualities, families, and communities, as well as ideals of individual bodily 
comportment. This course also considers various ways that such constructions intersect with 
public life, particularly in North America. 
   
 
Course objectives 
   By the completion of this course, students will be able to: 

• more clearly articulate their understanding of the ways that social conditions shape 
religious beliefs and practices, and that religious beliefs and practices - when shared 
collectively – can have an impact on how society is constructed 

• engage with secondary sources and their peers in thoughtful informed discussion of 
topics related to the study of religion, both orally and in writing 

• further develop their ability to critically read and analyze written texts and media    

• more clearly articulate the various ways that gender and sexuality function in both 
religion and public life 

 
 
Course Evaluation  
     Students in 4850 and 5850 will be evaluated on the basis of: 

• Regular, active, and informed class participation—20% 

• On Jan. 30: Written response on religion and gendered bodies (handwritten in class; 40 
min allotted)—20% 

• Oral presentation—20% 

• On either Feb. 27 OR March 5: Written response (handwritten in the class you choose; 
40 min allotted)—20% 

• Due on April 9: Written response to questions posted one week prior on Brightspace; 
due at the beginning of class)—20%  

   More details about these assignments and what is expected will be given in class. Students 

taking 5850 will be expected to demonstrate more advanced analytical skills. 

mailto:Ash.Geissinger@carleton.ca
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Regular, active, and informed participation 
   As with any seminar course, it is essential that all students commit to doing the assigned 
readings before class, attending regularly, and participating actively and in an informed way in 
class discussions.      
Note: If any student misses more than three classes (which would mean missing a quarter of 
the class) they cannot get credit for the course.  
When preparing for class, write down questions that the readings and other course materials 
bring to mind, particularly focusing on the central issues considered in this course:  

• How are gender, sexuality, religion and public life being represented in this reading?  

• Why do they matter here?  

• What purpose(s) does the author appear to have in mind by highlighting (or 
downplaying or ignoring) them?  

• What sources and methodological approaches are being utilized and what do they (or 
don’t they) allow us to see?   

 
 

Course Readings and Films 
   All course readings and films can be accessed through Brightspace. You will need to be signed 
into the library website in order to access most of these materials. 
 

 

Intellectual Property 
   All course materials (including lectures, outlines, PowerPoint presentations, handouts, and 
similar materials) are protected by copyright. I am the exclusive holder of copyright and other 
intellectual property rights for all course materials. Students may take notes and make copies of 
course materials for their own educational use, but may not reproduce or distribute lecture 
notes and course materials publicly for any purpose, commercial or otherwise, without my 
express written consent. Student work in this course remains the exclusive intellectual property 
of the student(s) who produced it, and will not be shared with anybody without their 
permission, except in accordance with Carleton University policies. 
 
 
Academic Integrity 
   The University Academic Integrity Policy defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether 
intentionally or not, the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This 
includes reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished 
material, regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation 
or reference to the original source. Examples of sources from which the ideas, expressions of 
ideas or works of others may be drawn from include but are not limited to: books, articles, 
papers, literary compositions and phrases, performance compositions, artworks, research 
results, calculations and the results of calculations, diagrams, computer reports, computer 
code/software, material on the internet and/or conversations. 
 
Examples of plagiarism include, but are not limited to: 
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• any submission prepared in whole or in part, by someone else, including the use of 
generative AI tools (e.g. ChatGPT); 

• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, paraphrased material, algorithms, formulae, 
scientific or mathematical concepts, or ideas without appropriate acknowledgment in 
any academic assignment; 

• using another’s data or research findings without appropriate acknowledgment; 

• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s 
work and/or failing to use quotation marks. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence that cannot be resolved directly by the course’s instructor. The 
Associate Dean of the Faculty conducts a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the 
student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized. Penalties are not 
trivial. They can include a final grade of “F” for the course. 
 
 
Email policy       
     The Carleton communications policy states that faculty must conduct email communications 
with students only through Carleton email accounts. Therefore, be sure to send any emails to 
me through your Carleton email; I cannot respond to messages sent through any other account. 
  
 
 
 
 
  

COURSE SCHEDULE 
 
 
Jan. 9—Studying gender, sexuality, religion, and public life     
   Read:  
   Donald Boisvert, “Saint Brother André of Montréal and the performance of Catholic 
masculinity,” Studies in Religion/Sciences Religieuses 48.1 (2019): 97-114. 
   Alicia Dueck-Read, “Breaking the binary: queering Mennonite identity,” Journal of Mennonite 
Studies 33 (2015): 115-133. 
      
    
Jan. 16—Gendered bodies past and present, and constructing communal identity  
   Read:  
   Lee Colwill, “The queerly departed: narratives of veneration in the burials of Late Iron Age 
Scandinavia,” in Trans and genderqueer subjects in medieval hagiography, eds. Alicia Spencer-
Hall and Blake Gutt (Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press, 2021), pp. 177-197. 
   Jill Krebs, “The body of Mary: embodiment and identity in modern apparitions,” Religion & 
Gender 7.2 (2017): 224-239. 
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Jan. 23—Gendered bodily practices and communal boundaries 
   Read: 
   Jonah Steinberg, “From a ‘pot of filth’ to a ‘hedge of roses’ (and back): changing theorizations 
of menstruation in Judaism,” Journal of Feminist Studies in Religion 13.2 (Fall 1997): 5-26. 
   Amy Hoyt and Sara Patterson, “Mormon masculinity: changing gender expectations in the era 
of transition from polygamy to monogamy, 1890-1920,” Gender and History 23.1 (April 2011): 
72-91. 
 
 
Jan. 30—Ritual spaces and gender                                *written response today (in-class) 
   Read:  
   Shira Wolosky, “Foucault and Jewish feminism: the mehitzah as dividing practice,” Nashim 17 
(Spring 5769/2009): 9-32.  
   Juliane Hammer, “Gender justice in a prayer: American Muslim women’s exegesis, authority, 
and leadership,” Journal of Women of the Middle East and the Islamic World 8 (2010): 26-54. 
   Watch: 
   THE NOBLE STRUGGLE OF AMINA WADUD - YouTube 

    
 
Feb. 6—Gendered bodies and religious symbols     
   Read:  
   Linda Boynton Arthur, “‘Clothing is a window to the soul’: the social control of women in a 
Holdeman Mennonite community,” Journal of Mennonite Studies 15 (1997): 11-30. 
   Doris Jakobsh, “Seeking the image of ‘unmarked’ Sikh women: text, sacred stitches, turban,” 
Religion & Gender 5.1 (2015): 35-51. 
 
 
Feb. 13—Celibacy and religious authority 
   Read: 
   Samta Pandya, “Subverting patriarchy through celibacy, renunciation, and ritual performance: 
the kanyas of Sakori Ashram in India,” Journal of Feminist Studies in Religion 35.1 (Spring 2019): 
21-34.  
   Maya Mayblin, “A brilliant jewel: sex, celibacy, and the Roman Catholic Church,” Religion 49.4 
(2019): 517-538. 
 
 

Feb. 20—Reading Week (no class) 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ElBH0nCQFrc
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Feb. 27—Purity culture and its aftermaths                                   *written response (in-class) 
    Watch: 
   Dictating virginity | DW Documentary - YouTube   
   Read:  
   Elizabeth Gish, “Are you a ‘trashable’ Styrofoam cup? harm and damage rhetoric in the 
contemporary American sexual purity movement,” Journal of Feminist Studies in Religion 34.2 
(Fall 2018): 5-22. 
   Sarah McCammon, “Evangelical writer kisses an old idea goodbye,” NPR, Dec. 17, 2018. 
Joshua Harris Rethinks His Christian Bestseller, 'I Kissed Dating Goodbye' : NPR 
   Jonathan Malloy, “How Canadian evangelicalism is reinventing purity culture as ‘pro-
women’,” The Conversation, April 20, 2021. 
How Canadian evangelicalism is reinventing purity culture as ‘pro-women’ (theconversation.com) 
    
 
March 5—LGBTQ identities and religious discourses        *written response (in-class)                                                                                                          
   Read:  
   Andrew Yip, “Queering religious texts: an exploration of British non-heterosexual Christians’ 
and Muslims’ strategy of constructing sexuality-affirming hermeneutics,” Sociology 39.1 (2005): 
47-65.    
   Kelsey Block, “Complicit silence, fluid identities and a shift to personalized faith: LGBTQ+ 
experiences in conservative Christian communities,” Studies in Religion / Sciences Religieuses 
52.2 (2023): 234-254.   
    Watch: 
   “Cure for love” (Francine Pelletier and Christina Willings) 
https://www.nfb.ca/film/cure_for_love/  
   
 
March 12—Sexual violence and religion     
   Read:  
      Jennifer Barry, “So easy to forget: Augustine’s treatment of the sexually violated in the City 
of God,” Journal of the American Academy of Religion 88.1 (March 2020): 235-253. 
     Fatima Seedat, “Sexual economies of war and sexual technologies of the body: militarized 
Muslim masculinity and the Islamist production of concubines for the caliphate,” Agenda 30.3 
(2016): 25-38. 
 
 
March 19—Religious nationalism, culture wars, and constructions of family 
   Read:  
     Sophie Bjork-James, “White sexual politics: the patriarchal family in white nationalism and 
the religious right,” Transforming Anthropology 28.1 (April 2020): 58-73. 
     C. Libby, “Sympathy, fear, hate: trans-exclusionary radical feminism and evangelical 
Christianity,” Transgender Studies Quarterly 9.3 (August 2022): 425-442. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=78VKNhaN7v0
https://www.npr.org/2018/12/17/671888011/evangelical-writer-kisses-an-old-idea-goodbye
https://theconversation.com/how-canadian-evangelicalism-is-reinventing-purity-culture-as-pro-women-158508
https://www.nfb.ca/film/cure_for_love/
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March 26—Gender and religious authority     
   Read:  
   Scott Larson, “Histrionics of the pulpit: trans tonalities of religious enthusiasm,” Transgender 
Studies Quarterly 6.3 (August 2019): 315-337. 
   Jennifer Thompson, “‘He wouldn’t know anything’: rethinking women’s religious leadership,” 
Journal of the American Academy of Religion 81.3 (Sept. 2013): 644-668. 
 

 
April 2—Contestations of interpretive authority 
   Readings: 
   Justin Jones, “‘Where only women may judge’: developing gender-just Islamic laws in India’s 
all-female ‘Shari’ah courts’,” Islamic Law and Society 26 (2019): 437-466. 
   Deidre Butler and Betina Appel Kuzmarov, “A Canadian story of Jewish divorce: listening to 
rabbis across denominations wrestle with egalitarianism and K’lal Yisrael,” Studies in Religion / 
Sciences Religieuses 51.4 (2022): 511-537. 
    
 
April 9—Course conclusion                         *Written response due (at the beginning of class) 
 
 

University Regulations for All College of the  

Humanities Courses (Updated December 12th 2023)  

  
Academic Dates and Deadlines  
This schedule contains the dates prescribed by the University Senate for academic activities. 

Dates relating to fee payment, cancellation of course selections, late charges, and other fees or 

charges will be published in the Important Dates and Deadlines section of the Registration 

Website.   

  

Copies of Written Work Submitted  
Always retain for yourself a copy of all essays, term papers, written assignments or take-

home tests submitted in your courses.  

  

Online Learning Resources   
On this page, you will find resources collected by Carleton Online to help you succeed in 

your online courses; Learning Strategies and Best Practices, Study Skills, Technology and 

Online Interaction and Engagement.  

  

https://calendar.carleton.ca/academicyear/
https://calendar.carleton.ca/academicyear/
https://carleton.ca/registrar/regulations/
https://carleton.ca/registrar/regulations/
https://carleton.ca/online/online-learning-resources/
https://carleton.ca/online/online-learning-resources/
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Academic Integrity Policy  
The University Academic Integrity Policy defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether 

intentionally or not, the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This 

includes reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished 

material, regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or 

reference to the original source. Examples of sources from which the ideas, expressions of ideas 

or works of others may be drawn from include but are not limited to: books, articles, papers, 

literary compositions and phrases, performance compositions, chemical compounds, artworks, 

laboratory reports, research results, calculations and the results of calculations, diagrams, 

constructions, computer reports, computer code/software, material on the internet and/or 

conversations.  

Examples of plagiarism include, but are not limited to:  

• any submission prepared in whole or in part, by someone else, including the unauthorized 
use of generative AI tools (e.g., ChatGPT);  

• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, paraphrased material, algorithms, formulae, 

scientific or mathematical concepts, or ideas without appropriate acknowledgment in any 

academic assignment;  

• using another’s data or research findings without appropriate acknowledgement;  

• submitting a computer program developed in whole or in part by someone else, with or 

without modifications, as one’s own; and  

• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s 

work and/or failing to use quotations marks.  

Plagiarism is a serious offence that cannot be resolved directly by the course’s instructor. The 

Associate Dean of the Faculty conducts a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the 

student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized. Penalties are not 

trivial. They can include a final grade of “F” for the course.  

Co-operation or Collaboration  

An important and valuable component of the learning process is the progress a student can 

make as a result of interacting with other students. In struggling together to master similar 

concepts and problems and in being exposed to each other’s views and approaches, a group 

of students can enhance and speed up the learning process. Carleton University encourages 

students to benefit from these activities which will not generally be viewed as a violation of 

the Policy. With the exception of tests and examinations, instructors will not normally limit 

these interactions.  

  

Students shall not co-operate or collaborate on academic work when the instructor has 

indicated that the work is to be completed on an individual basis. Failure to follow the 

instructor’s directions in this regard is a violation of the standards of academic integrity. Unless 
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otherwise indicated, students shall not co- operate or collaborate in the completion of a test or 

examination.  

  

Group Work: There are many cases where students are expected or required to work in groups 

to complete a course requirement. Normally, students are not responsible for violations of this 

policy committed by other members of a group in which they participate.  

  

The full Academic Integrity Policy can be found here. More information on the process 

here.  

  

Academic Accommodation Policy  
Carleton University is committed to providing access to the educational experience in order to 

promote academic accessibility for all individuals.  

Academic accommodation refers to educational practices, systems and support mechanisms 

designed to accommodate diversity and difference. The purpose of accommodation is to enable 

students to perform the essential requirements of their academic programs. At no time does 

academic accommodation undermine or compromise the learning objectives that are 

established by the academic authorities of the University.  

Addressing Human Rights Concerns  
The University and all members of the University community share responsibility for ensuring 

that the University’s educational, work and living environments are free from discrimination and 

harassment. Should you have concerns about harassment or discrimination relating to your age, 

ancestry, citizenship, colour, creed (religion), disability, ethnic origin, family status, gender 

expression, gender identity, marital  

status, place of origin, race, sex (including pregnancy), or sexual orientation, please contact the 

Department of Equity and Inclusive Communities.   

  

Requests for Academic Accommodation  

You may need special arrangements to meet your academic obligations during the term. For an 

accommodation request the processes are as follows:  

Pregnancy obligation: write to me with any requests for academic accommodation during the 

first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to 

exist. For accommodation regarding a formally-scheduled final exam, you must complete the 

Pregnancy Accommodation Form (click here).  

Religious obligation: write to me with any requests for academic accommodation during the 

first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to 

exist. For more details click here.  

Academic Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: The Paul Menton Centre for 

Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with Learning Disabilities (LD), 

psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Autism 

Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and impairments in mobility, hearing, 

https://carleton.ca/secretariat/wp-content/uploads/Academic-Integrity-Policy-2021.pdf
https://carleton.ca/secretariat/wp-content/uploads/Academic-Integrity-Policy-2021.pdf
https://carleton.ca/registrar/academic-integrity/
https://carleton.ca/registrar/academic-integrity/
https://carleton.ca/equity/
https://carleton.ca/equity/
https://carleton.ca/equity/accommodation/pregnancy-accommodation-form/
https://carleton.ca/equity/accommodation/pregnancy-accommodation-form/
https://carleton.ca/equity/accommodation/religious-observances/
https://carleton.ca/equity/accommodation/religious-observances/
https://carleton.ca/pmc/
https://carleton.ca/pmc/
https://carleton.ca/pmc/
https://carleton.ca/pmc/


9 
 

and vision. If you have a disability requiring academic accommodations in this course, please 

contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation. If you are already 

registered with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to send me your Letter of 

Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two weeks before the first in-

class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). After requesting 

accommodation from PMC, meet with me to ensure accommodation arrangements are made. 

Please consult the PMC website for the deadline to request accommodations for the formally-

scheduled exam (if applicable).  

Survivors of Sexual Violence  

As a community, Carleton University is committed to maintaining a positive learning, working 

and living environment where sexual violence will not be tolerated, and where survivors are 

supported through academic accommodations as per Carleton’s Sexual Violence Policy. For 

more information about the services available at the university and to obtain information about 

sexual violence and/or support, visit: https://carleton.ca/equity/sexual-assault-support-services  

Accommodation for Student Activities  

Carleton University recognizes the substantial benefits, both to the individual student and for 

the university, that result from a student participating in activities beyond the classroom 

experience. Reasonable accommodation will be provided to students who compete or perform 

at the national or international level. Write to me with any requests for academic 

accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for 

accommodation is known to exist. https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/SCCASP-

Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-Cleancopy-final-Sept-2022-2.pdf  

  
Grading System at Carleton University  
Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor, subject to the approval of the 

faculty Dean. Standing in courses will be shown by alphabetical grades. The system of grades 

used, with corresponding grade points and the percentage conversion can be found here. 

Grade points indicated are for courses with 1.0 credit value. Where the course credit is greater 

or less than one credit, the grade points are adjusted proportionately.   

Course Sharing Websites and Copyright  
Classroom teaching and learning activities, including lectures, discussions, presentations, 

etc., by both instructors and students, are copy protected and remain the intellectual 

property of their respective author(s). All course materials, including PowerPoint 

presentations, outlines, and other materials, are also protected by copyright and remain 

the intellectual property of their respective author(s).  

  

Students registered in the course may take notes and make copies of course materials 

for their own educational use only. Students are not permitted to reproduce or   

distribute lecture notes and course materials publicly for commercial or non- 

commercial purposes without express written consent from the copyright 

holder(s). More information  

https://carleton.ca/equity/sexual-assault-support-services
https://carleton.ca/equity/sexual-assault-support-services
https://carleton.ca/equity/sexual-assault-support-services
https://carleton.ca/equity/sexual-assault-support-services
https://carleton.ca/equity/sexual-assault-support-services
https://carleton.ca/equity/sexual-assault-support-services
https://carleton.ca/equity/sexual-assault-support-services
https://carleton.ca/equity/sexual-assault-support-services
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/SCCASP-Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-Clean-copy-final-Sept-2022-2.pdf
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/SCCASP-Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-Clean-copy-final-Sept-2022-2.pdf
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/SCCASP-Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-Clean-copy-final-Sept-2022-2.pdf
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/SCCASP-Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-Clean-copy-final-Sept-2022-2.pdf
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/SCCASP-Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-Clean-copy-final-Sept-2022-2.pdf
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/SCCASP-Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-Clean-copy-final-Sept-2022-2.pdf
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/SCCASP-Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-Clean-copy-final-Sept-2022-2.pdf
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/SCCASP-Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-Clean-copy-final-Sept-2022-2.pdf
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/SCCASP-Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-Clean-copy-final-Sept-2022-2.pdf
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/SCCASP-Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-Clean-copy-final-Sept-2022-2.pdf
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/SCCASP-Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-Clean-copy-final-Sept-2022-2.pdf
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/SCCASP-Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-Clean-copy-final-Sept-2022-2.pdf
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/SCCASP-Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-Clean-copy-final-Sept-2022-2.pdf
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/SCCASP-Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-Clean-copy-final-Sept-2022-2.pdf
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/SCCASP-Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-Clean-copy-final-Sept-2022-2.pdf
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/SCCASP-Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-Clean-copy-final-Sept-2022-2.pdf
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/SCCASP-Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-Clean-copy-final-Sept-2022-2.pdf
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/SCCASP-Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-Clean-copy-final-Sept-2022-2.pdf
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/SCCASP-Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-Clean-copy-final-Sept-2022-2.pdf
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/SCCASP-Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-Clean-copy-final-Sept-2022-2.pdf
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/SCCASP-Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-Clean-copy-final-Sept-2022-2.pdf
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/SCCASP-Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-Clean-copy-final-Sept-2022-2.pdf
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/SCCASP-Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-Clean-copy-final-Sept-2022-2.pdf
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/SCCASP-Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-Clean-copy-final-Sept-2022-2.pdf
https://calendar.carleton.ca/undergrad/regulations/academicregulationsoftheuniversity/grading/#grading-system
https://calendar.carleton.ca/undergrad/regulations/academicregulationsoftheuniversity/grading/#grading-system
https://calendar.carleton.ca/undergrad/regulations/academicregulationsoftheuniversity/grading/#grading-system
https://library.carleton.ca/copyright-carleton
https://library.carleton.ca/copyright-carleton
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Student Rights and Responsibilities at Carleton  
Carleton University strives to provide a safe environment conducive to personal and intellectual 

growth, free of injustice and characterized by understanding respect, peace, trust, and fairness.  

The Student Rights and Responsibilities Policy governs the non-academic behaviour of students. 

Carleton University is committed to building a campus that promotes personal growth through 

the establishment and promotion of transparent and fair academic and non-academic 

responsibilities.  

  

Deferred Term Work  
In some situations, students are unable to complete term work because of extenuating 

circumstances beyond their control, which forces them to delay submission of the work. 

Requests for academic consideration are made in accordance with the Academic 

Consideration Policy for Students in Medical or Other Extenuating Circumstances.  

1. Students who claim short-term extenuating circumstances (normally lasting up to five days) 

as a reason for missed term work are held responsible for immediately informing the 

instructor concerned and for making alternate arrangements with the instructor. If the 

instructor requires supporting documentation, the instructor may only request submission 

of the University's self-declaration form, which is available on the Registrar's Office website. 

The alternate arrangement must be made before the last day of classes in the term as 

published in the academic schedule.   

a. Normally, any deferred term work will be completed by the last day of term. In all 

cases, formative evaluations providing feedback to the student should be replaced with 

formative evaluations. In the event the altered due date must extend beyond the last 

day of classes in the term, the instructor will assign a grade of zero for the work not 

submitted and submit the student’s earned grade accordingly; the instructor may 

submit a change of grade at a later date. Term work cannot be deferred by the 

Registrar.  

2. In cases where a student is not able to complete term work due to extenuating 

circumstances lasting for a significant period of time/ long-term (normally more than five 

days), the instructor and/or student may elect to consult with the Registrar's Office 
(undergraduate courses) or Graduate Registrar (graduate courses) to determine appropriate 

action.  

3. If a student is concerned the instructor did not respond to the request for academic 

consideration or did not provide reasonable accommodation, the student should follow the 

appeals process described in the Academic Consideration Policy.  

4. If academic consideration is granted, but the student is unable to complete the 

accommodation according to the terms set out by the instructor as a result of further illness, 
injury, or extraordinary circumstances beyond their control, the student may submit a 

https://carleton.ca/studentaffairs/student-rights-and-responsibilities/
https://carleton.ca/studentaffairs/student-rights-and-responsibilities/
https://carleton.ca/secretariat/wp-content/uploads/Academic-Consideration-Policy-for-Students.pdf
https://carleton.ca/secretariat/wp-content/uploads/Academic-Consideration-Policy-for-Students.pdf
https://carleton.ca/secretariat/wp-content/uploads/Academic-Consideration-Policy-for-Students.pdf
https://carleton.ca/secretariat/wp-content/uploads/Academic-Consideration-Policy-for-Students.pdf
https://carleton.ca/secretariat/wp-content/uploads/Academic-Consideration-Policy-for-Students.pdf
https://carleton.ca/secretariat/wp-content/uploads/Academic-Consideration-Policy-for-Students.pdf
https://carleton.ca/secretariat/wp-content/uploads/Academic-Consideration-Policy-for-Students.pdf
https://carleton.ca/secretariat/wp-content/uploads/Academic-Consideration-Policy-for-Students.pdf
https://carleton.ca/secretariat/wp-content/uploads/Academic-Consideration-Policy-for-Students.pdf
https://carleton.ca/registrar/deferral/#sect7
https://carleton.ca/registrar/deferral/#sect7
https://carleton.ca/secretariat/wp-content/uploads/Academic-Consideration-Policy-for-Students.pdf
https://carleton.ca/secretariat/wp-content/uploads/Academic-Consideration-Policy-for-Students.pdf
https://carleton.ca/secretariat/wp-content/uploads/Academic-Consideration-Policy-for-Students.pdf
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petition to the Registrar's Office (undergraduate courses)/Graduate Registrar (graduate 

courses). Please note, however, that the course instructor will be required to submit an 
earned final grade and further consideration will only be reviewed according to established 

precedents and deadlines. (More information: Undergraduate | Graduate).  

Deferred Final Exams  
Students who are unable to write a final examination because of extenuating circumstances, as 

defined in the Academic Consideration Policy, may apply for accommodation. Normally, the 

accommodation for a missed final examination will be granting the student the opportunity to 

write a deferred examination. In specific cases when it is not possible to offer a deferred 

examination, and with the approval of the Dean, an alternate accommodation may be made.  

The application for a deferral must:  

1. be made in writing to the Registrar's Office no later than three (3) working days after the 

original final examination or the due date of the take-home examination; and,  

2. be fully supported by appropriate documentation. In cases of short-term extenuating 

circumstances normally lasting no more than five (5) days, students must include the 

University's self-declaration form, which can be found on the Registrar's Office website. 
Additional documentation is required in cases of extenuating circumstances lasting longer 

than five (5) days and must be supported by a medical note specifying the date of onset of 

the illness, the (expected) date of recovery, and the extent to which the student was/is 

incapacitated during the time of the examination. The University's preferred medical form 

can be found at the Registrar's Office here.  

  

Financial vs. Academic Withdrawal  
Make sure that you are aware of the separate deadlines for Financial and Academic withdrawal!  

Making registration decisions in Carleton Central involves making a financial and academic 

commitment for the courses you choose, regardless of attendance. If you do not attend, you 

must withdraw in Carleton Central within the published deadlines to cancel your registration. A 

fee adjustment is dependent on registration being canceled within the published fee deadlines 

and dependent on your course load. A course dropped after the deadline for financial 

withdrawal will receive a grade of Withdrawn (WDN), which appears on your official transcript.  

Even if you miss the deadline for financial withdrawal, you might decide to drop a course to 

avoid a failure or a poor grade showing up on your student record and bringing down your 

CGPA. It is your responsibility to drop the course via Carleton Central within the published 

deadlines (see Academic Withdrawal).  

If you are considering withdrawing from a course, you may want to talk to an advisor first.  

Course withdrawal may affect your student status, as well as your eligibility for student funding, 

immigration status, residence accommodation and participation in varsity sports, etc. 

https://calendar.carleton.ca/undergrad/regulations/academicregulationsoftheuniversity/registration-evaluation-records/
https://calendar.carleton.ca/undergrad/regulations/academicregulationsoftheuniversity/registration-evaluation-records/
https://calendar.carleton.ca/grad/gradregulations/administrationoftheregulations/#21
https://calendar.carleton.ca/grad/gradregulations/administrationoftheregulations/#21
https://carleton.ca/secretariat/wp-content/uploads/Academic-Consideration-Policy-for-Students.pdf
https://carleton.ca/secretariat/wp-content/uploads/Academic-Consideration-Policy-for-Students.pdf
https://carleton.ca/secretariat/wp-content/uploads/Academic-Consideration-Policy-for-Students.pdf
https://carleton.ca/registrar/wp-content/uploads/self-declaration.pdf
https://carleton.ca/registrar/wp-content/uploads/self-declaration.pdf
https://carleton.ca/registrar/wp-content/uploads/Medical-Certificate-Form.pdf
https://carleton.ca/registrar/wp-content/uploads/Medical-Certificate-Form.pdf
https://students.carleton.ca/
https://students.carleton.ca/
https://students.carleton.ca/
https://carleton.ca/studentaccounts/dates-deadlines/f2w23-2/
https://carleton.ca/studentaccounts/dates-deadlines/f2w23-2/
https://carleton.ca/studentaccounts/dates-deadlines/f2w23-2/
https://carleton.ca/registrar/regulations/
https://carleton.ca/registrar/regulations/
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Additionally, remember that once you choose your courses, you must use the “Calculate 

amount to pay” button to determine the correct amount of fees to pay.  

Carleton Central is your one-stop shop for registration activities. If you are interested in taking a 

course, make sure to complete your registration. Simply attending a course does not mean you 

are registered in it, nor is it grounds for petition or appeal.  

  

Mental Health and Wellness at Carleton   
Discover the tools and resources Carleton offers to help understand, manage and 

improve your mental health and wellness while at university.  

Counselling  

Residence Counselling  

Supporting Your Mental Health  

  

Get Help Now  If in crisis call: Counselling Services: 613-520-6674 (press 2) 

Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.  

After Hours  

If you need assistance with an urgent situation outside of our regular operating hours, contact:  

• Distress Centre of Ottawa and Region: Available 24/7-365 days/year and is bilingual 

(English/French).   

o  Distress: 613-238-3311 o  Crisis: 613-722-6914 o  Text: 343-306-

5550 (available 10:00 am – 11:00 pm, 7 days/week, 365 days/year) o  Web 

Chat: blue chat icon at the bottom right corner of the website. o  Text 

Service is available in English only to residents of Ottawa & the Ottawa Region.)  

• Good2Talk: Available 24/7-365 days/year and is available in English, French and Mandarin  o 

 Call: 1-866-925-5454 o  Text GOOD2TALKON to 686868 o  Facebook Messenger  

• Empower Me: A 24/7 resource service for undergraduate students. 1-833-628-5589 (toll-

free)  

• International SOS’s Emotional Support: Offers 24/7 access to mental health professionals in 
more than 60 languages through their dedicated line +1 215-942-8478. Students can call this 

number collect (the person being telephoned receives the charges) to access services.  

  

The Centre for Indigenous Support and Community 

Engagement  
The Centre for Indigenous Initiatives is proud to offer culturally centered individual counselling 

to students who self-identify as First Nation, Metis or Inuk. Through this service, Indigenous 

students can access confidential, individual sessions for support with personal, mental health or 

academic challenges.  

https://wellness.carleton.ca/counselling/
https://wellness.carleton.ca/counselling/
https://wellness.carleton.ca/counselling/residence-counselling/
https://wellness.carleton.ca/counselling/residence-counselling/
https://wellness.carleton.ca/mental-health/supporting-your-mental-health/
https://wellness.carleton.ca/mental-health/supporting-your-mental-health/
https://wellness.carleton.ca/get-help-now/
https://wellness.carleton.ca/get-help-now/
https://www.dcottawa.on.ca/
https://www.dcottawa.on.ca/
https://good2talk.ca/
https://good2talk.ca/
https://m.me/CrisisTextLinepoweredbyKidsHelpPhone
https://m.me/CrisisTextLinepoweredbyKidsHelpPhone
https://students.carleton.ca/services/empower-me-counselling-services/
https://students.carleton.ca/services/empower-me-counselling-services/
https://carleton.ca/indigenous/cisce
https://carleton.ca/indigenous/cisce
https://carleton.ca/indigenous/cisce
https://carleton.ca/indigenous/cisce/students/individual-counselling/
https://carleton.ca/indigenous/cisce/students/individual-counselling/
https://carleton.ca/indigenous/cisce/students/individual-counselling/
https://carleton.ca/indigenous/cisce/students/individual-counselling/


13 
 

 Department Contact 

Information  
  

Bachelor of the Humanities 300 Paterson Hall 

CollegeOfHumanities@cunet.carleton.ca  

  

Greek and  Roman Studies 300 Paterson Hall  

GreekAndRomanStudies@cunet.carleton.ca  

  

Religion 2A39 Paterson Hall   

Religion@cunet.carleton.ca  

  

Digital Humanities (Graduate) 2A39 Paterson Hall  

digitalhumanities@carleton.ca  

  

Digital Humanities (Undergraduate Minor) 300 Paterson Hall  

digitalhumanities@carleton.ca  

  

MEMS (Undergraduate Minor) 300 Paterson Hall   

CollegeOfHumanities@cunet.carleton.ca  

 


