
Canadians on Natural Resources

Canadians are more fragmented than polarized on these issues, common ground might be closer than many think, Qualtrics for Positive 
Energy, University of Ottawa, January 2020
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64%

support the construction of new pipelines in Canada

agree Canada should be doing what it can to capitalize on the world’s need for fossil fuels

48% disagree35%agree

A majority of Canadians support or somewhat support the construction of new pipelines in Canada, Nanos, December 2019
Canadians on Climate Change, Ipsos for Global News, December 2019
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Canadian views on oil and gas

The economic benefits of building new pipelines outweigh the risks of potential spills, 
tanker traffic and climate change

Views of Canadians living north of 60°

Northern priorities

Most essential to addressing the climate 
change problem

Resource development like oil, gas or mining has a positive impact on my community

Say relations between Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples have improved

Positive Negative

2019 North of 60° and Remote Community Monitor, Environics Research, January 2020.

https://policyoptions.irpp.org/magazines/january-2020/on-energy-and-climate-were-actually-not-so-polarized/
https://secureservercdn.net/198.71.233.47/823.910.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/2019-1529-CTV-Nov-Populated-Report-Pipeline-w-tabs.pdf
https://www.ipsos.com/en-ca/news-polls/ipsos-global-news-year-end-poll-2019-canadians-climate-change
https://www.gcpedia.gc.ca/gcwiki/images/c/c1/Environics_-_North_of_60_-_2019_Edition_%28003%29.pdf






Myth or Reality?

• The world is not on track to meet its Paris Commitments 

• Other developed countries are doing much more to address climate 
change

• There is still time to meet or exceed our 2030 targets without drastic 
economic impacts

• Commit to combatting climate change and continue to produce 
more petroleum products is not compatible

• Achieving net-zero emissions by 2050 means no more fossil fuels in 
our economy

• Industry should be responsible for downstream emissions

• Resource development, including oil and gas, are a barrier/solution 
to achieving our environmental goals

• The oil and gas sector is an industry of past and cannot fit into the 
new modern economy – people will find jobs in other fields.

• The oil and gas is an issue for Alberta and the West, the rest of 
Canada does not need it

• Oilsands are the most polluting form of oil production in the world

• Indigenous Peoples do not want pipelines and resource projects on 
their lands


