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DATE: May 28, 2025  
 
TO: Senate 
 
FROM: Dr. David Hornsby, Vice-Provost and Associate Vice-President (Academic), and Chair, Senate 

Quality Assurance and Planning Committee 
 
RE: 2026-27 Calendar Curriculum Proposals 
 Undergraduate Major Modifications  

 
Background 
Following Faculty Board approval, as part of academic quality assurance, major curriculum modifications 
are considered by the Senate Quality Assurance and Planning Committee (SQAPC) before being 
recommended to Senate. Major curriculum modifications are also considered by the Senate Committee 
on Curriculum, Admissions and Studies Policy (SCCASP).  
 
Library Reports (as required) 
In electronic communication members of the Library staff, upon review of the proposals, confirmed no 
additional resources were required for the major modifications included below. 
 
Documentation 
Recommended calendar language, along with supplemental documentation as appropriate, are 
provided for consideration and approval. 
 
Omnibus Motion 
In order to expedite business with the multiple changes that are subject to Senate approval at this 
meeting, an omnibus motion will be moved and include all items below. Senators may wish to identify 
any of the 5 major modifications that they feel warrant individual discussion that will then not be 
covered by the omnibus motion. Independent motions as set out below will nonetheless be written into 
the Senate minutes for those major modifications that Senators agree can be covered by the omnibus 
motion. 
 

THAT Senate approve the major modifications as presented below.  

 
Major Modifications 

1. Undergraduate Programs in Communication and Media Studies 
SCCASP approval: May 6, 2025 
SQAPC approval: May 8, 2025 
 

Senate Motion June 6, 2025 

THAT Senate approve the introduction of the concentrations in Government and Professional 
Communication; Media and Entertainment Industries; and Public Engagement and Civic Culture to the B. 
CoMS program as presented with effect from Fall 2026. 
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2. Undergraduate Program in Economics: Concentration in Development 
SCCASP approval: May 6, 2025 
SQAPC approval: May 8, 2025 
 

Senate Motion June 6, 2025 

THAT Senate approve the major modification and name change to the undergraduate Economics 
concentration in Development and Environment as presented with effect from Fall 2026. 

 
3. Undergraduate Program in Earth Sciences  

SCCASP approval: May 6, 2025 
SQAPC approval: May 8, 2025 
 

Senate Motion June 6, 2025 

THAT Senate approve the deletion of the Earth Sciences concentrations in Finance: Resource Valuation; 
Geophysics; Resource Economics; and Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoecology as presented with 
effect from Fall 2026. 

 
4. Earth Sciences in Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoecology  

SCCASP approval: May 6, 2025 
SQAPC approval: May 8, 2025 
 

Senate Motion June 6, 2025 

THAT Senate approve the major modification to the undergraduate Earth sciences programs in 
Vertebrate paleontology and Paleoecology as presented with effect from Fall 2026. 

 
5. Undergraduate Programs in Linguistics  

SCCASP approval: May 6, 2025 
SQAPC approval: May 8, 2025 
 

Senate Motion June 6, 2025 

THAT Senate approve the major modifications to the BSc program and concentrations in Linguistic as 
presented with effect from Fall 2026. 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
To:   Senate Quality Assurance and Planning Committee (SQAPC) 
 
From: Benjamin Woo, Associate Director, School of Journalism and Communication & Program Head, 
Communication and Media Studies; Liam Young, Associate Professor and Undergraduate Supervisor, 
Communication and Media Studies 
 
CC: Brenda O’Neill, Dean, and Vandna Bhatia, Associate Dean Academic, Faculty of Public and Global 
Affairs 
 
Date: 14 February 2025 
 
Subject: Major Modification to Communication and Media Studies (B.CoMS). Track A2 
 

 

Modification Description  
 
The Communication and Media Studies program wishes to establish three new concentrations (3.5 
credits) for its B.CoMS in the following areas: 

- Government and Professional Communication 
- Media and Entertainment Industries 
- Public Engagement and Civic Culture 

 
Please see Appendix A for the calendar structure of each. 
 
The concentrations are optional and designed to allow students to declare upon reaching second year 
standing. 
 
The three concentrations do not capture the full scope of the B.CoMS degree, but rather provide semi-
structured pathways through our program that correspond to areas of current student interest and 
sectors where many of our alumni work (government, media industries, non-profit organizations). Each 
has been designed to draw on language and areas of strength that are already used to describe and 
market our program. The concentrations will help us better signal to students, prospective and current, 
significant pathways through the B.CoMS degree and into the workforce. 
 
Overall, we believe the concentrations will provide: 

1) structure and community for students with defined interests in these areas 
2) a new avenue for student choice that allows our program to remain competitive with 

comparable programs in Ontario and Canada that offer concentrations, specializations, or other 
tailored degree elements 

3) an additional credential that will enhance students’ resumes and marketability as candidates 
for employment and graduate study 

4) a new recruitment tool for use in marketing the program that speaks directly to interests and 
career aspirations conveyed by prospective students in recruiting conversations 
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5) explicit emphasis on key areas of our curriculum that are currently implicit 
6) a tool to help balance enrolments in our 3000 and 4000-level elective offerings, particularly the 

required COMS 45XX workshop courses 
 
This change requires no new courses or structural changes to the B.CoMS curriculum and is anticipated 
to have a low resourcing impact. To ensure the latter, we will adopt a 9.0 CGPA requirement for 
enrolment in the concentrations for at least the first phase of implementation. Roughly 30% of our 
students at second year standing and above would be eligible to declare concentrations under this 
model, which we intend to monitor and revisit as the concentrations come on stream. 
 
 
Impact on Other Programs  
 
We do not believe the concentrations will materially affect other programs at Carleton. Their focuses 

have been selected to avoid cannibalizing on either the Certificate in Science Communication or the 

B.PAPM’s Communication and Policy Studies specialization, and the recent discontinuation of the 

Certificate and Minor in Professional Writing avoids potential overlaps with our proposed concentration 

in Government and Professional Communication. 

 

Impact on Learning Outcomes and Curriculum Map  

Communication and Media Studies is currently undergoing a cyclical program review, for which we are 

reviewing and revising program learning outcomes. The concentrations have been developed in 

conversation with that process. As optional program elements within the B.CoMS curriculum, the 

concentrations support these program learning outcomes, with particular emphasis on those bolded. 

Students who complete a B.CoMS will be able to: 

1. identify factors, forces, and struggles shaping communication and media, past and present; 

2. explain key concepts and debates in communication and media studies; 

3. use principles of research design to interpret and assess information about communication 

and media; 

4. situate communication practices and media institutions in global contexts; 

5. critically reflect on their responsibilities as media users and creators; and 

6. communicate their knowledge, individually and collaboratively, using written, oral, and 

multimedia presentation methods appropriate to different audiences. 

Students who complete a B.CoMS Hons. (20-credit) will additionally be able to: 

7. apply their knowledge of theory and method to multiple domains of communication and 

media; 

8. incorporate theory, empirical evidence, and ethics in applied scenarios; and 

9. analyze the social, political, and ethical stakes of knowledge claims about communication and 

media. 
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The above are pending approval of the COMS program committee and subject to minor revision prior to 

submission in March for the 2025-26 CPR. 

Societal Need  

The concentrations aim to prepare students to meet high demand for communication professionals and 

practitioners in the private and public sectors. 

- Government and Professional Communication: every federal ministry has a communications 

team, as does every NGO and company that does business with government. Neither UOttawa’s 

nor our own COMS program currently offer a degree element that specifically addresses this 

societal and market demand. 

- Media and Entertainment Industries: Streaming and other platforms are transforming the social 

media and entertainment ecosystem, but core skills and intellectual tools offered in our 

program and emphasized in this concentration remain relevant for students seeking to enter 

these industries and policy domains. These sectors require students who can think, read, write, 

produce, present and collaborate in critical and creative ways – particularly as lines between 

entertainment and politics continue to blur. 

- Public Engagement and Civic Culture: Community and non-profit organizations similarly require 

students with these skills. This concentration highlights courses in our program dedicated to 

helping students consider, develop, and sustain their commitments to social justice, anti-racism, 

diversity, equity, inclusion, de-colonization, and the public good more broadly. 

The concentrations embody an ethic at the heart of our program: communication on its own will not 

solve all the world’s problems, but no problem can be solved without effective communication. 

 
Students 
 
COMS undergraduate supervisors and program heads, past and present, have consistently reported 

these areas as points of emphasis in conversations with and questions from prospective students, who 

express intellectual and career aspirations in the sectors the concentrations represent. 

 

COMS faculty report that current B.CoMS students also express similar interests in these areas in their 

courses, and the undergraduate Carleton Communication Society regularly hosts events that focus on 

career prospects in these areas, which often include B.CoMS alum with direct experience entering these 

job markets. In informal conversations, CCS students have expressed support of the proposed 

concentrations and agree there is sufficient demand in the student body to justify their establishment. 

 

The COMS Undergraduate Supervisor, Liam Young, additionally received positive feedback when 

discussing the proposed concentrations with members of Carleton’s recruitment team, who anticipate 

that these will resonate strongly with prospective students and their parents. 
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Resources  
 
The concentrations simply make already existing areas of curricular emphasis in the B.CoMS program 
more visible to students and their future employers. We envision they will be as close to resource-
neutral as a program change can be. We are also heartened by the fact that so many FPGA units have 
highly functional degree concentrations in their undergraduate programs, and we have already begun 
consulting with these units about challenges and best practices. 
 

a. Faculty resources: No additional faculty resources required. All courses included in the three 
concentrations are regularly offered by the COMS program. Most of these courses have been 
taught regularly by permanent faculty in recent years and all are covered by existing faculty 
expertise. We are confident, even in light of shrinking CI budgets and elective offerings, that 
more than enough of the relevant courses will be covered yearly for the concentrations to 
flourish. We have also baked flexibility into concentration design—in each, students must 
complete 7 courses (3.5 credits) from 25 electives (12.5 credits). 

b. Contract instructors: No additional CIs required. 
c. Administrative support: No additional admin resources required. Administration of the 

concentrations will fold into the workflow of our existing undergraduate operations team 
(comprised by the Program Head, Undergraduate Administrator, UG Supervisor, and UG 
Committee). Coming years will see our program offer fewer sections of required courses and 
electives given Carleton’s, FPGA’s, and COMS’s financial and enrolment situations. We are 
additionally planning to move to a block registration model. The time and labour savings of 
these moves will provide ample bandwidth to integrate concentration admin and oversight. 

d. Library resources: No new resources required. 
e. Space: Existing B.CoMS program and facilities have capacity to absorb the concentrations. 
f. Equipment: None required 

 
 

Governance 

 

Concentration enrolment and advising will fall under the broad purview of the existing COMS 

undergraduate operations team. The Undergraduate Supervisor will be the main contact for students 

and staff regarding concentration matters. 

 

 



Appendix A: Calendar structure for B.CoMS concentrations 

 

Communication and Media Studies 

B.Co.M.S. Honours with Concentration (20.0 credits) 

 

A. Credits included in the CGPA (9.0) 

1. 1.0 credits in: 

COMS 1001 Foundations: Media History 

COMS 1002 Foundations: Contemporary Communication & Media 

 

2. 1.0 credits in: 

COMS 2003 Theoretical Foundations in Communication and Media Studies 

COMS 2004 Introduction to Communication Research 

 

3. 1.5 credits in: 

COMS 3001 Quantitative Research in Communication 

COMS 3002 Qualitative Research in Communication 

COMS 3500 Contemporary Issues in Media and Communication 

 

4. 3.5 credits in one of the concentrations described below 

 

5. 2.0 credits in COMS courses at the 3000 and 4000 level in addition to concentration requirements 

 

B. Credits not included in the CGPA (11.0) 

6. 8.0 credits in electives not in Communication and Media Studies 

7. 3.0 credits in free electives 

 

C. Additional Requirements 

9. At least one of the following courses: COMS 2700, COMS 3109, COMS 3111, COMS 3411, COMS 4305, 

COMS 4316, COMS 4603, COMS 4604, COMS 4605



Concentration in Government and Professional Communication Concentration in Media and Entertainment Industries Concentration in Public Engagement and Civic Culture 

4a. 2.0 credits from the following, including at least 1.0 credits at the 

3000-level: 

4a. 2.0 credits from the following, including at least 1.0 credits at the 3000-

level: 

4a. 2.0 credits from the following, including at least 1.0 credits at the 3000-

level: 

COMS 2005 Intro to Communication Practice COMS 2005 Intro to Communication Practice COMS 2005 Intro to Communication Practice 

COMS 2200 Big Data & Society COMS 2300 Communication as Propaganda COMS 2200 Big Data & Society 

COMS 2400 Climate Change and Communication COMS 2501 Media Law COMS 2400 Climate Change and Communication 

COMS 2500 Communication and Science COMS 2600 Communication and Culture COMS 2500 Communication and Science 

COMS 2600 Communication and Culture COMS 2700 Global Media and Communication COMS 2600 Communication and Culture 

COMS 3302 Political Communication COMS 3003 Media and Crime COMS 3003 Media and Crime 

COMS 3310 Critical Studies of Public Relations COMS 3108 Media Industries & The Network Society COMS 3109 Communication, Culture and Identity 

COMS 3100 Introduction to Political Management COMS 3109 Communication, Culture and Identity COMS 3111 Racism and Digital Media 

COMS 3308 Critical Studies in Advertising and Consumer Culture COMS 3110 Comic Books & Graphic Novels COMS 3302 Political Communication 

COMS 3401 Communication Regulation in Canada COMS 3308 Critical Studies in Advertising and Consumer Culture COMS 3400 Ethical Controversies in Communication and Media Studies 

COMS 3412 Communication and Health COMS 3403 Communication, Technology and Culture COMS 3411 Media and Social Activism 

COMS 3600 Communication and Community Service Learning COMS 3406 Media Audiences and Users COMS 3412 Communication and Health 

COMS 3601 Communication Strategies COMS 3410 Visual Media and Communication COMS 3600 Communication and Community Service Learning 

 
  

4b. 1.0 credits from: 4b. 1.0 credits from: 4b. 1.0 credits from: 

COMS 4004 Communication and Discourse COMS 4001 Sports and/as Media COMS 4305 Media and Religion 

COMS 4311 Environmental Communication COMS 4002 Media Fandom COMS 4311 Environmental Communication 

COMS 4312 Crisis and Risk Communication COMS 4313 Screen Studies COMS 4316 Indigenous Media in Global Contexts 

COMS 4401 Global Internet Policy and Governance COMS 4403 Digital Media Industries COMS 4603 Diaspora and Communication 

COMS 4406 Open Government and Communication COMS 4408 Creative Work COMS 4604 Media, Gender and Sexuality 

COMS 4407 Communication & Critical Data Studies COMS 4411 Algorithmic Culture COMS 4605 Media, Race and Ethnicity 

COMS 4316 Indigenous Media in Global Contexts COMS 4412 Game Studies COMS 4407 Communication and Critical Data Studies 

COMS 4607 Communication and Food COMS 4606 Global Media and Popular Culture COMS 4607 Communication and Food 

 
  

4c. 0.5 credits from: 4c. 0.5 credits from: 4c. 0.5 credits from: 

COMS 4504 Engaging the Public: Stakeholders, participation & consultation COMS 4501 Digital Media Production COMS 4504 Engaging the Public: Stakeholders, participation & consultation 

COMS 4505 Professional Writing and Speaking COMS 4502 Storytelling in the Digital Age COMS 4505 Professional Writing and Speaking 

COMS 4506 Event Management and Community Partnerships COMS 4503 Visualizing Social Media: Hashtags, keywords & conversations COMS 4506 Event Management and Community Partnerships 

COMS 4507 Professional Communication Research COMS 4504 Engaging the Public: Stakeholders, participation & consultation COMS 4507 Professional Communication Research 
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