
Information session
Tuesday Feb. 10, 2026



Tonight

• Feel free to ask questions as we go, but also a 
Q and A at the end

• A brief word about the CMTS internships

• Blair Amyotte from Farm Radio

• Presentation from several 2025 interns

• Some explanation from Allan about the 2026 
application process

• Brief Q and A



What’s this all about?

• Grew out of Rwanda Initiative project, 
2006 onwards

• Media internships for students in 
CUSJC

• More than 250 interns over nearly 20 
years

• Transition to CMTS

• Partnership with WUSC for a few years

• Planning for 9 placements with
 Farm Radio International



This year’s 
internships

Three-month placements, taken up between May and 
September (depending on the placement)

$4,000 in total funding for successful applicants, which 
covers basic costs and provides some financial compensation 
(but the value of the internship is actually higher)

Looking for our top students, with well-developed reporting 
and production skills

BMPD and Comms students can apply, but must have the 
journalism production skills



This year’s internships  

• More details in a moment

• Three months on the ground 
in Ethiopia, Ghana and 
Uganda

• Farm Radio climate change 
solutions project 



Blair Amyotte
Farm Radio International



Journalism Internship
Farm Radio International









The logistics

● This year: 9 positions, Uganda, Ghana, 
Ethiopia

● 8-12 weeks
● We will arrange and cover cost of: flights, 

accommodation, visas, local travel, 
insurance, 3-day pre-departure training in 
Ottawa

● We will reimburse: prior medical 
expenses (vaccinations)

● You will receive: cost-of-living stipend 
(roughly $500 per month)

● Application via the School of Journalism



Questions? 

bamyotte@farmradio.org



Let’s hear from 
some interns



































Uganda
Madison Eldridge and Victor Vigas Alvarez



Maddy Eldridge: 
A Summer in the Pearl of Africa



Internship Experience
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• Main office in Kampala (the 
capital)

• Very welcoming office

• Lunch is served 3 times a 
week

• Weekly meetings & 
workshops

• People will be happy to show 
you around!

• Ask for help



Living in Kampala
• Grocery stores, markets and restaurants near by

• Accommodations are covered

• Transportation: Boda bodas (Safe Boda App)

• English is the first language

• Many speak Luganda

• Lots to explore!
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Making a Podcast

• You'll bring gear from Carleton with you

• Spend time researching & planning

• Road trip to communities around the 
country

• Work with local broadcasters

• Sometimes working with translators

• Write a script and edit recordings
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Be curious & 
open to trying 
new things!



Make the most of it!
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The 2026 program – Monday, Feb. 24th

• Hope to have application site open next week

• Deadline is Monday, Feb. 24  at 5 p.m.

• Streamlined application and reference process (application form, 
statement of intent, CV, special referee form from a CUSJC prof)

• Planning for 9 placements this spring and summer 

• Carleton screens applicants, produces shortlist for partners

• Not everyone will be interviewed 

• Farm Radio will make final selection





Application 
materials

Application form (including year in 
program, two SJC profs who can 
provide a reference)

Statement of intent: 250 words, 
who are you, why you want to do 
this, your qualifications 

Current CV: should be a clean 
format and a link to an online 
portfolio is useful 



A word about references

• Please do NOT ask journalism professors to prepare a formal letter. 
The application kit will provide a link to a referee form that they 
should use instead

• You should provide the name of two professors in the School of 
Journalism and Communication (full-time faculty or contract 
instructors) who know your work

• Please let these professors know that you have provided their names 
to serve as references and stress that there is a form for them to fill 
in, that they don’t need to produce a letter 



What you can expect if selected

• Farm Radio interns will receive a $4,000 travel 
grant from Carleton, which they will submit 
directly to Farm Radio International to cover pre-
departure, flight, local accommodation and 
stipend costs. 

• All selected interns will undergo a pre-departure 
orientation



What Carleton expects of you

• You are an ambassador for Carleton and Canada 

• You fulfill your mandate with our partners to best 
of your ability

• You maintain regular contact with Carleton (aka 
Prof. Thompson)

• You will be prepared to do some public 
engagement about your internship, while in the 
field and upon your return 







Questions? (Here are some of the usual ones)

• How competitive is the application process?

• Can I work on other projects while I’m in the field?

• How will the journalism experience be?

• What kind of support will I have on the ground?

• How much is this going to cost me?

• Is this an unpaid internship?

• Do I have to use Carleton profs as my references?



Questions?
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