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June Helm

Carleton College on First Avenue, originally the Ottawa Ladies 

College from 1914 to 1942 (1948)

The first sociology courses were taught in Carleton College’s 

location in the Ottawa Ladies College on First Avenue in the Glebe.

IN THE BEGINNING…

Student Union Building part of Carleton College on First Avenue 

(1948)

June Helm (1924-2004) taught the 

first sociology course at Carleton in 

1949-1950. She went on to become a 

well-known American anthropologist 

and had a long career at the University 

of Iowa.

June Helm at Jean Marie River (1952), photograph from 

Helm/NWT Archives/N-2003-037:0092

The Carleton College Band plays for Convocation as they walk 

past the First Avenue Building (1952)

John Porter

John Porter at a spring convocation (1978), photograph 

from the Heritage Photograph Collection, Archives and 

Research Collections, Carleton University Library

John Porter (1921-1979) was Carleton’s first full-time 

sociology professor. He was the first chair of the 

department, acting as chair from 1956-1957 and 

1958-1960. 

He supervised many of the first PhD in sociology 

graduates including Sidney Gilbert (1973) and Wallace 

Clement (1976).

John Porter wrote his 1965 landmark book, The Vertical 

Mosaic, while teaching in the Department. This book had a 

significant impact on Canadian sociology and Canadian 

society. 

Maclean’s Interviews John Porter (June 1, 1968)

A copy of The Vertical Mosaic: 

An Analysis of Social Class and 

Power in Canada (1965)

A woman reading The Vertical Mosaic at the Carleton 

University bookstore (1993)
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THE 1960s: WELCOME TO THE LOEB BUILDING

Loeb Cornerstone Ceremony with President Dunton, Mr. 

Bertram Loeb, Mr. T.G. Fuller, Honorable Judy La Marsh 

and C. J. MacKenzie (September 29, 1966), photograph 

from the Heritage Photograph Collection, Archives and 

Research Collections, Carleton University Library

Construction of Loeb Building, photograph from the 

Heritage Photograph Collection, Archives and Research 

Collections, Carleton University Library

Muni C. Frumhartz (1963) served as 

Department Chair from 1957-1958, 

1960-1964, and 1973-1976, 

photograph from the Heritage 

Photograph Collection, Archives and 

Research Collections, Carleton 

University Library

The Honourable William G. Davis, Minister of University 

Affairs, speaks at the opening of the Loeb Building for the 

Social Sciences; seated behind Mr. Davis are President 

Dunton and Mr. Bertram Loeb (December 1, 1967) 

Exterior photo of Loeb, photograph from the Heritage Photograph Collection, 

Archives and Research Collections, Carleton University Library

Exterior of Loeb Building patio, photographs from the Heritage Photograph Collection, Archives and Research 

Collections, Carleton University Library

Loeb Building patio during the Department’s Fall Social (September 2018)

Construction of Loeb Building (1967), photograph from the Heritage 

Photograph Collection, Archives and Research Collections, Carleton 

University Library

Bruce McFarlane (1963) served as 

Department Chair from 1964-1967, 

photograph from the Heritage 

Photograph Collection, Archives and 

Research Collections, Carleton 

University Library

Bruce McFarlane (1921-

2004) was a founding 

member of the Department. 

Bruce attended university 

funded by Veteran’s Affairs 

after 5 years of service in the 

RCAF, like many of his 

generation of Canadian 

sociologists. Always 

impeccably turned-out, and 

markedly student-friendly, 

Bruce continued to supervise 

and to examine graduate 

student work after his 

retirement. He often helped 

struggling graduate students 

to finish. 
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THE 1970s

Frank Vallee (1968) served as Department Chair from 

1967-1970, photograph from the Heritage Photograph 

Collection, Archives and Research Collections, Carleton 

University Library

Dennis Forcese (1991) served as Department Chair 

from 1976-1981, photograph from the Heritage 

Photograph Collection, Archives and Research 

Collections, Carleton University Library

Frank Vallee and Victor 

Valentine were the 

department’s first full-

time anthropologists. 

Together, they published 

Eskimo of the Canadian 

Arctic in 1968.

Introducing the PhD program in Sociology
The PhD program in Sociology began in 1970. The first graduate was Sidney Gilbert (1973). 

Other notable graduates in the early 1970s included Angus Reid (1974) and Wallace Clement (1976).

In 1979, Angus Reid started the Angus Reid Group, which became Canada’s largest market 

researcher. It was sold to Ipsos in 2000 to become Ipsos-Reid. Angus Reid founded the Angus Reid 

Institute in 2004. This is a not-for-profit public polling organization.

Wallace Clement, student of John Porter, was one of the department’s earliest PhDs in sociology graduating 

in 1976 with a dissertation titled, “Capitalism: Corporate Power Relations Between Canada and the U.S.” 

In his 38 years at Carleton, Wallace was the chair of the department, Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Social 

Sciences, Dean of Graduate and Postdoctoral Affairs and supervisor of countless graduate students. 

View of Loeb Building (1970s), photographs from the Heritage Photograph Collection, 

Archives and Research Collections, Carleton University Library

Wallace Clement (in red) 

at his retirement party on 

June 25, 2018

Anthropologist Bruce Cox (1972)

Sociologist John Harp (1972) in his office; John later served as 

Department Chair from 1984-1988
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THE 1980s AND 1990s

Gordon Irving, 

Department Chair 

from 1981-1984

Past and present Department staff celebrate Kim’s 

45th year anniversary (August 2019)

Kim Mitchell’s staff card

Kim Mitchell began her career at 

Carleton University in 1974 in the 

Political Science Department. She 

joined the Department of Sociology 

and Anthropology in 1981.

She has enthusiastically shepherded 

7,000 sociology and anthropology 

undergraduate students through 

their degrees during her 45 year (so 

far!) tenure in the Department of 

Sociology and Anthropology.

John Harp, 

Department Chair 

from 1984-1988

John de Vries, 

Department Chair 

from 1988-1990

Stephen Richer, 

Department Chair 

from 1990-1993

Jacques Chevalier, 

Department Chair 

from 1996-1999

John Shepherd, 

Department Chair 

from 1999-2001

John de Vries (Sociology/Anthropology), Lennard Sillanpaa, 

(Project Officer) and Roslyn Strutt (Research Assistant) in Spring 

1987

John de Vries taught Sociology at Carleton for many years and 

served as departmental Chair from 1988 to 1990. His 

sociological interests are in the areas of statistics, quantitative 

research methods and the demography of language. In the 

spare time he gained after retirement, he engages in 

genealogical research and playing jazz piano.

Sociologist Monica Boyd (1986)

Monica Boyd taught sociology at Carleton 

from 1970-1993. A renowned expert on 

gender and international migration, since 

2001 she has held a Canada Research 

Chair in Immigration, Inequality, and 

Public Policy at the University of Toronto. 

She has been an active participant in 

policy and government circles, with a long 

involvement with Statistics Canada.

Kim Mitchell, Ann Carroll, and Nazira Conway at a holiday 

party (1990)

Staff is the heart of a department and the Department of 

Sociology and Anthropology have been exceptionally lucky with 

staff! These three lovely ladies joined SOAN in the 80s and 

their lengthy careers at Carleton and in the Department tally 

more than a century in years of dedication and loyalty to 

Carleton University. Kim Mitchell (left), Ann Carroll (centre) and 

Nazira Conroy (right) were the professional administrative 

team, the rock that the current department administration 

was founded upon. This photo was taken at one of the many 

social events that have carried on over the years. These ladies 

represent the ‘social’ of Sociology and Anthropology. We owe 

our gratitude and thanks to the many people over the years 

that have made the department what it is today.

An anthropology class (1992) with Professor Derek Smith

Portrait of Gertrude Neuwirth, Professor of 

Sociology and Anthropology (November 1990)

Gertrude Neuwirth (1927-2006) was born in Austria and joined the Department in 

the 1970s. As a young scholar, she was involved in the English translations of Max 

Weber’s work, including The City and The Sociology of Music. In addition to an 

enduring interest in German social theory, Gertrude’s mature research focussed 

on issues of migration and ethnic-community formation. She was the founder and 

director of the Research Resource Division for Refugees and continued to be 

active after retirement as Distinguished Research Professor. The research centre 

was housed for many years in A735 Loeb, and was subsequently housed in the 

School of Social Work. 



RESEARCH POSTER PRESENTATION DESIGN © 2015

www.PosterPresentations.com

THE 2000s

Sociologist Charles Gordon (1980s), photograph from the 

Heritage Photograph Collection, Archives and Research 

Collections, Carleton University Library

Charles Gordon (1940-2004) came to Carleton in 1967 

with a PhD in progress from UNC-Chapel Hill, which he 

would complete many years later. Charlie was a scholar’s 

scholar and genial eccentric. Extremely well read on a 

wide range of subjects, he was also a collector of pipes, 

pens, and scotch whisky, a calligrapher and gourmet cook 

and avid basketball fan. Charlie actively promoted 

interdisciplinary studies and worked in such cutting-edge 

fields as Science and Technology studies. He was an 

active mentor for graduate studies and served as 

department chair at the time of his premature death.

Introducing the PhD program in Anthropology
The Department’s Ph.D. program in anthropology was introduced in 2009; the first graduates were Daniel Tubb and Marieka Sax in 

2014. Daniel Tubb was supervised by Peter Gose and his dissertation was titled, “Gold in the Choco, Columbia.” He is a professor in 

the Department of Anthropology at the University of New Brunswick. Marieka Sax was also supervised by Peter Gose. Her dissertation 

was titled, “Sorcery and Morality in the Andes: Illness, Healing, and Brujeria in Kanaris (Lambayeque, Peru)”. Marieka Sax is a 

research associate at the University of Northern British Columbia. 

Peter Gose,

Department Chair 

from 2005-2008 

and 2009-2012

Brian Given,

Department Chair 

from 2004-2005

Daiva Stasiulis (Sociology faculty), Michael Graydon 

(Sociology graduate student) celebrate Nazira Conroy’s 

(staff) retirement in 2001.

Sociology graduate students Holly Thomas, Tamy Superle, 

Jen Wrye, Jen Birch, and Christian Caron on vacation in 

2005

Winter Snowball (2007) with graduate students Chris 

Hurl, Gerald Morton, Christian Caron (left to right)

The Soc-Anth Bar Flies (2008)

The Department also excels athletically. The Soc-Anth Bar 

Flies softball team have won the Carleton Grad Student 

Softball League championship eight times including the last 

three years (2017, 2018, 2019). 

Janet Siltanen (Sociology), Willow Scobie (Sociology PhD student), 

and Wallace Clement (Sociology) have a meeting regarding their 

SSHRC-funded research project “Social Citizenship and the 

Transformation of Work” (2000-2002). Janet Siltanen was the 

Principal Investigator of this project and the Director of the Centre 

for Community and Labour Research, the centre through which 

the research grant was administered. 

In 1980 the Canadian Sociological Association created the John 

Porter Tradition of Excellence Book Award to honour John Porter

Carleton University winners of the Canadian Sociological 

Association’s John Porter Tradition of Excellence Book award include:

• Andrea Doucet’s Do Men Mother? University of Toronto Press, 

2006

• Bruce Curtis, The Politics of Population: State Statistics, and the 

Census of Canada 1840-1875. University of Toronto Press, 2001
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THE 2010s

Neil Gerlach,

Department Chair in 

2009 and from 

2012-2015

Wallace Clement,

Department Chair in 

2008 and from 

2015-2016

Aaron Doyle,

Department Chair in 

from 2016-2019

2018-2019 Sociology-Anthropology Students Association (SASA)

SASA’s goal is to provide undergraduate students with an 

opportunity to connect with the department. They plan events 

throughout the year and create a space for members to connect 

with fellow classmates and faculty.

FASS 2015 Marston LaFrance Lecture 

featuring sociology professor Nahla Abdo

FASS 2017 Marston LaFrance Lecture 

featuring sociology professor Daiva Stasiulis

Department faculty at Convocation 2019: From left to right, Justin Paulson, Jen Pylypa, Xiaobei

Chen, Daiva Stasiulis, Mike Mopas, William Walters, Alexis Shotwell, Amina Mire, and Louise de 

la Gorgendière.

Convocation, 2019: From left to right, Megan Graham (Anthropology), Konstantin Petoukhov

(Sociology), Victoria Simmons (Sociology), Mehrnaz Golestaneh (Sociology), Jiyoung An 

(Sociology), Eloy Rivas Sanchez (Sociology), and Sheila Rao (Anthropology).

A sociology graduate class (2018)

An anthropology undergraduate class with professor Danielle 

DiNovelli-Lang (2018)

Blair Rutherford, 

Current Chair
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AT THE HELM: CHAIRING THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY & ANTHROPOLOGY

CHAIRPERSON BLUES

Submitted by Stephen Richer,

Department Chair from 1990-1993

I woke up last night from a bad nightmare

I dreamt they condemned me to die in the chair

I’m too young, I cried, and without sin

But they shoved me in the seat and they strapped me in

I said, what is this all about?

I struggled and I strained but I could not get out

They shouted in my face, “How does it feel?”

What would you like for your very last meal.

I begged the ex-chair, I gave him my pitch

But I watched as he smiled and pulled the switch

And a hundred volts shot through my hide

And that chair it gave me a helluva ride..

CHORUS

There’s whinin students, prima donna peers

There ain’t no applause and there ain’t no cheers

It’s a thankless job but I gotta pay my dues

Make the chair stop, I got the lonely at the top... Blues.

I wake up in the morning, drag myself to school

They whisper in the hallways, who’s that fool?

Why don’t you know, he’s in the chair?

I slink into my office and I try to hide in there.

I sharpen my pencils, read the mail I got

Do what my secretary tells me and I cry a lot

But that’s ok, I’ll give you the news:

When you got nothin, you got nothin to lose. 

CHORUS

I sit in the lounge, I walk up the hall

I clean the graffiti off the bathroom wall

And every Monday morning, I shine the dean’s shoes

Make the chair stop, I got the lonely at the top..Blues.

I’m sweatin’ and shakin’, I’m waitin’ for a vision

I’ve been tryin’ all week to come to a decision

I’ve consulted everybody from near and far

Should I serve red wine or white wine at the departmental seminar?

CHORUS

• John Porter (1956-1957, 1958-1960)

• Muni Frumhartz (1957-1958, 1960-1964, 

1973-1976)

• Bruce McFarlane (1964-1967)

• Frank Vallee (1967-1970)

• Don Whyte (1970-1973)

• Dennis Forcese (1976-1981) 

• Gordon Irving (1981-1984) 

• John Harp (1984-1988) 

• John DeVries (1988-1990) 

• Stephen Richer (1990-1993) 

• Florence Kellner (1993-1996)

• Jacques Chevalier (1996-1999)

• John Shepherd (1999-2001)

• Charles Gordon (2001-2004)

• Brian Given (2004-2005)

• Peter Gose (2005-2008, 2009-2012)

• Neil Gerlach (2009, 2012-2015),

• Wallace Clement (2008, 2015-2016)

• Aaron Doyle (2016-2019)

• Blair Rutherford (2019-)

Department Chairs

MISSING: Have you seen these?

Chair’s Helmet, symbolically protects the chair against the slings and arrows of students and faculty

Chair’s Crown, representing the precarity of the position
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SOLIDARITY, SOCIAL JUSTICE, AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Justice for Hassan Diab
Over a decade, members of the Department offered 

solidarity and support in the case of Hassan Diab who 

was wrongly imprisoned and unjustly extradited to 

France. They joined rallies, organized fundraising events, 

attended court hearings, made generous donations, 

wrote op-ed letters, organized panels at conferences and 

much more. Their strong advocacy and principled stand 

ultimately culminated with Hassan’s release and return 

to Canada after spending almost a decade either 

imprisoned or living under draconian bail conditions. 

Kim Mitchell’s CUPE membership card (1981)

CUPE 2424 Strike
In Winter, 2018, CUPE 2424 went on strike 

for four weeks. They were striking to protect 

pension language. Kim Mitchell, Darlene 

Moss, Paula Whissell, Kimberley Seguin, 

and Karen Tucker were the CUPE 2424 

members in SOCI-ANTH that went on strike. 

Members of the department offered 

solidarity on the picket lines. 

Incredibly, after striking in the cold for a 

month, the CUPE 2424 staff in SOCI-ANTH 

threw the rest of the department a party to 

thank them for their solidarity. 

From left to right, CUPE 2424 members of the 

department include Kimberley Seguin, Karen 

Tucker, Kim Mitchell, Darlene Moss, and Paula 

Whissell

Sociology and Anthropology faculty and graduate students show their support during the 

CUPE 2424 strike (winter 2018)

Aaron Doyle speaks at CPEP event

Herongate
In collaboration with the Herongate Tenant Coalition, Jackie Kennelly and her graduate students conducted 

research and organized events in solidarity with Herongate, a vibrant low-income community whose families –

primarily recent immigrants and racialized people – faced  evictions from their townhouses which developers plan 

to demolish and replace with luxurious apartments. Research conducted by members of the Department focused 

on understanding the consequences of such evictions on families and the community at large as well as the 

factors that facilitate demolition of low-income houses and gentrification of neighborhoods.

Criminalization and Punishment Education Project
Sociology professor Aaron Doyle and department PhD graduate 

Justin Piche started the Criminalization and Punishment 

Education Project, known as CPEP, in 2012, to research and 

advocate on prison issues. Since then, CPEP have fought 

inhumane treatment in jails, focusing on the notorious Ottawa 

Carleton Detention Centre, where conditions have been so bad 

that in 2016 prisoners were sleeping in showers. CPEP aims to 

support reintegration and reduce reliance on imprisonment, 

seeing it as a failed and harmful answer to social problems. Many 

people have worked with CPEP, including numerous Sociology grad 

students and teams of undergrads from our Community Engaged 

Sociology class, along with former prisoners and their loved ones, 

and many community groups. CPEP has produced a series of 

research reports and articles on the jail and related issues, 

organized large public forums at City Hall on jail conditions, met 

with four Ontario corrections ministers, frequently spoken out in 

the news media, organized demonstrations and vigils, and arts 

and open-mike events and film screenings to raise public 

awareness, and in December 2018 started a volunteer hotline 

which has received over 2300 calls in the last 9 months. 

Positive Sex Exhibit
Positive Sex explores how AIDS activists 

eroticized safer sex practices in Canada in 

the late 1980s and early 1990s. In honour 

of Youth HIV and AIDS Day, this exhibition 

was curated by members of the AIDS Activist 

History Project, Carleton’s Department of 

Sociology and Anthropology, with support 

from the MacOdrum Library Exhibits 

Committee and funding from the Social 

Sciences and Humanities Research Council 

(SSHRC).

Individuals offering solidarity and support in the case of Hassan Diab

Co-curator Sarah Rodimon (PhD Sociology) 

shares information about the Positive Sex 

exhibit

Poster from event organized by Jackie 

Kennelly and her graduate students

Positive Sex exhibit posters, (April-May 2016)


