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Course Description: 

Welcome to Community Engaged Sociology! As you will discover, this course is very different from most of the courses you have taken so far in your undergraduate degree. We will not confine ourselves to studying sociology, we will be doing it! This course will not be heavy in readings and lectures; rather it will provide you with opportunities to learn while engaging with the community in different ways. For example, we will have opportunities to be in spaces where we can see social processes unfolding. Rather than reading about social problems, we will meet people who have experienced or witnessed them directly. 

This is a team-based course. The class will be divided into three 6 to 7-person teams that will each include the instructor or a graduate student team leader. Each team will work in partnership with a community organization. You will be learning about the social issues that these groups are working to address as well as helping them by working on projects that directly advance their goals. Specific readings, activities and assignments will vary depending on the team, although each team will perform about the same amount of work. 

We expect this course to be exciting and rewarding as well as demanding commitment, time, and teamwork. Much of the teamwork will be done in class time with your team leader and with the support of the instructor, which adds an element of accountability often not present in course-based group work. Individual assignments based on ‘book learning’ are positioned outside class time. Past years’ students have said that this course was a unique opportunity to apply what they had learned in their sociological training and to gain hands-on experience.  We are certain that those who are prepared to put in the effort will have an extremely rewarding experience.


Reading (s)/Textbook (s):

Each team has a specific set of readings which are posted in ARES in Brightspace. Readings are completed in the first three weeks to gain background into the issues and to inform project planning.
All students will read the following excerpt defining community engagement in Week 2:
Tinglin, W., & Joyette, D. (2020). Chapter 2: Revisiting Community Engagement. Pages 20 to 24 only. In Community engagement in a changing social landscape. Friesen Press.


Course Requirements & Methods of Evaluation:

Individual Analysis, Reports and Reflections (40%) 
Social Action Project (60%)

