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General Facts
● Dorothy Mary Yarwood Baldwin was born on October 10th 1891 In Toronto, Ontario. 

● She grew up part of the Anglican church. 

● Dorothy was a nurse prior to the war. 

● She enlisted on May 2nd 1917 at the age of 25. 

● She listed her mother Mary Fleming Baldwin as her next of kin. Dorothy was living in Toronto at the time 
while her mother was living in Paris, Ontario. 

● She was 1 of 6 children, she had a twin sister who died at the age of two. 

● Dorothy was a nursing sister part of the Canadian Army Medical Corps, she enlisted in Toronto but 
departed from Canada in Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

● She  went on to serve in Orpington, UK at the No. 16 Canadian General Hospital, then a month later 
transferred to No. 3 Canadian Stationary Hospital in Doullens, France where she worked for a year before 
the hospital was bombed by enemy air raids resulting in Dorothy’s dealth. 
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Name
Job Title

Family Tree
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Robert Willcocks 
Yarwood Baldwin

Mary Fleming 
Baldwin

Dorothy Mary 
Yarwood Baldwin

Lelia Marjorie 
Baldwin

Dorothy’s twin sister 
who died at the age 

of 2 

Yolande Yarwood 
Baldwin

Robert E J 
Baldwin

Herbert Westropp 
Yarwood Baldwin

Mary Ann 
Baldwin

1889 - 1923 1891 - 1893 1891 - 1918 1891 -1983 1893 - 1990 1894 - 1972

1866 - Unknown 1864 - 1927



Officer’s Declaration Paper 
Regimental Number: Not found on any documents

Age (year of enlistment): 25

Race: Caucasian 

Birth place: Toronto, Ontario, Canada 

Place of Enlistment: Toronto, Ontario, Canada 

Rank: Nursing Sister 

Parents: Robert Willcocks Yarwood Baldwin and Mary Fleming Baldwin 

Marital Status: Single 

Profession: Nurse 

Religion: Anglican 

Examination Results: Fit to serve 
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Locations of Dorothy Mary Y. 
Baldwin 

Place of Birth: Toronto, ON, Canada 

Present Address at time of Enlistment: 173 Lowther Avenue, Toronto, ON, Canada

Location of Enlistment: Toronto, ON, Canada 

Location of Embarkation in Canada: Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada

Location of Disembarkation in UK: Orpington, UK

Location of Military Medical Service: Orpington, UK then to Doullens, France

Location of Death: Doullens, France

Cemetery Location: Gezaincourt, France at Bagneux Military Cemetery 





Nursing Information

Enlisted not conscripted into service and was a nurse prior 
to the war. 

Departure ship: Not listed 

Departure date: May 29, 1917

Departure Location: Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada

Arrival Date: June 8, 1917

Arrival Location: Orpington, Kent, UK

Injuries/causality: Died of bombing wounds
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Medical Exam

Enlistment Examination: Base Hospital In Toronto on May 2nd, 
1917

Vision: Not listed 

Weight: 130 pounds 

Height: 5’3

Chest Measurements: Minimum 35 inches, Maximum 38 inches 

Vaccines: Vaccinated once, is willing to be vaccinated further

Diseases: No previous diseases or marks

She was accepted into the Canadian Army Medical Corps and 
declared fit. 





Death
Baldwin unfortunately passed away on on 
May 30th 1918 in Doullens, France. Due to 
an bombing by a German aircraft on May 
29-30 1918 at the No. 3 Canadian 
Stationary Hospital, Baldwin was 
wounded and soon died due to injuries 
sustained in the bombing. 

Alongside those who also died in the 
attack, Baldwin was buried May 31 1918 in 
the Bagneux British Military Cemetery, in 
France



Inquiry Question

Why might the military want to know a Nursing Sister's 
religion?

● Religion might have mattered as the nurses could 
have served a role in helping with spiritual aid, while 
simultaneously be a good factor in deciding where 
the nurse would be buried based on their religion. 
This could have come with the negative side effects 
of discrimination based on the nurses religion or lack 
of religion.
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Inquiry Question

Why do you think one of the criteria in the enlistment of a 
Nursing Sister was that they had to be single?

● It can be assumed that one of the criteria for enlisting as a 
nursing sister was that they had to be single, due to the fact 
that married women were seen as property of their husbands 
and would need to stay home to do their work around the 
house and take care of their children when their husbands 
were away at war.



Limitations 
Information about Baldwin unattainable:

❖ Physical characteristics (ie. eye/hair colour, body measurements, dental records, identifying 
marks)
➢ However is known to be deemed fit to be a nurse, therefore suits minimum physical 

requirements.
❖ Regimental Number
❖ Medical category (Nursing sister ranking)
❖ Vaccination records

➢ Known to have 1 vaccination mark, unknown
❖ Personal life pre-war

➢ Was only known to also be a nurse pre-war.
➢ Considering the age of Dorothy when she enlisted she might have felt a great pressure to 

be married already as she was in her childbearing years. Considering she was single and 
previously a nurse she might have felt obligated to go help in the great war.
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