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Introduction 
 

Engagement changes us because it constructs a different world within which we live. 

– Leanne Simpson, 2017*  

 

Community engagement is the process by which communities can achieve common goals, 

organizations can ensure they are meeting their constituency needs, businesses can work to align with 

community values, and governments can engage citizens on proposed policies and laws. Diving into a course 

or project focused on community engagement can be intimidating; how can we ensure effective, inclusive, 

and meaningful engagement? Community engagement courses are a powerful way to gain knowledge of the 

theoretical applications of engagement, as well as the hands-on experience and skill-development required. 

The tools, technology, and resources we use are essential towards creating impactful community 

engagement.  

 

This guidebook was developed to help students and faculty gain more facility with different graphic 

and social media tools in order to undertake an effective community engagement project. The best tools for 

managing such a project will vary depending on the goals of the community organization, and the scale of 

time and resources available for the project. This resource aims to provide guidance relevant to community 

engagement courses and projects focused on social media interventions. Different portions of this 

guidebook may be more or less applicable depending on their alignment with the course assignments.  

 

We enjoyed working on this project and we hope that you find it helpful. 

 – Phillipa & Deborah 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Simpson, L. (2017).  As We Have Always Done : Indigenous Freedom Through Radical Resistance. Minneapolis, Minnesota: 

University of Minnesota Press. Page 20. 
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Conclusion 
 

For students of SOCI/ANTH 2180: 
This guidebook presents resources for students, Teaching Assistants, and the course 

instructor for use in social media-based community engagement projects for SOCI/ANTH 2180 at 
Carleton University. Student feedback is welcome and will be incorporated into future versions of 
the Guidebook. We hope you enjoy the process of the community engagement project in 
SOCI/ANTH 2180 more for having this guide to support your work. 

 
For course instructors: 

The process of creating this guidebook clarified and refined the assignments for 
SOCI/ANTH 2180. It may also support community engagement projects in other courses. Deborah 
would be happy to discuss doing this kind of community engagement project with any course 
instructors who would like to do so. Suggestions for improvements or additions to future versions 
of this guidebook are welcome. 
 
The guidebook is available in the teaching hub of the Carleton University Department of 
Anthropology & Sociology website: https://carleton.ca/socanth/teaching-hub/teaching-and-
learning-publications-and-podcasts/ 
Thank you to Teaching and Learning Services for supporting this project through the provision of a 
Student as Partners Program grant. 
 
Suggested citation: 
MacDonald, P. & Conners, D. (2023). Resource Guidebook for Community Engagement Projects. 
Ottawa, Canada: Carleton University. https://carleton.ca/socanth/teaching-hub/teaching-and-
learning-publications-and-podcasts/ 
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