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Course Description: 

Students in this seminar will analyze the social, political and economic conditions within which 
capital and labour interact in Canada. Key events in the history of Canadian work and labour as 
well as current concerns and emerging challenges will be examined. Actions by trade unions will 
be central in this analysis. Through the readings and discussions, we will consider and assess 
organizing, bargaining and political action strategies focussing on core concepts of mobilization 
and solidarity. The theme of equity in work and in the labour movement will be woven into 
readings and discussions. We will develop intersectional analytical skills to note and address 
inequalities of class, gender, race, abilities and sexual orientation in work and labour. Particular 
attention will be paid to the public sector, to the role of unions in challenging the growth of 
inequality and precarious employment and to the future of work post-pandemic. 

Questions for seminar discussions include: What are the elements of effective organizing and 
bargaining strategies? How can the union movement mobilize and build solidarity between 
workers and with other members of society? What are decolonizing and inclusive strategies for 
the labour movement?  Why is intersectional analysis important and what difference will it 
make? Why is it important to recognize experience and build in reflective practices? 
 


