CARLETON UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY AND ANTHROPOLOGY

ANTH 2510A
WINTER 2024
THEORIES OF HUMAN NATURE


Instructor: Emma Bider
Email: emmabider@cunet.carleton.ca

Method of Delivery: In-person

Course Description: Theories of human nature abound: Are humans basically good or evil? Are we corrupted or constrained by society? Are we unique among the animals and, if so, why and how? In this course we will explore all these questions but with an emphasis throughout on another one: What do the theories of human nature themselves do in this world we share with so many others? This question will allow us to recollect the history of anthropological attempts to control these effects, arguing, as is our vocation, to make more room under the protective tent of humanity. At some point in the history of this process, another question arises: Is there any such thing as human nature? 


Reading (s)/Textbook (s): All course readings will be posted on ARES or are readily available online. In addition, you will be required to own, purchase or borrow a work of speculative/science fiction to review for your last assignment.

Course Requirements & Methods of Evaluation: 
· Attendance – 20%
· Reflective essay – 20%
· In-class essay based exam – 20%
· Final paper – 35 %
· Outline of final paper – 5%
