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ANTHROPOLOGY OF SPORT AND THE BODY


Instructor: Matthew Hawkins
Email: matthewhawkins@cunet.carleton.ca

Method of Delivery: In person

Course Description: In this course we will explore sport, sport fandom and sport-like physical activities as global and diverse social and cultural phenomenon, making connections to gender, race and racism, sexuality, economic inequality, and colonialism. Through our examination of the socio-cultural conditions of sport, we will also reflect on how ideas about the body have developed alongside sport and physical activity. To better understand the connection between the body and sport, students will learn about and practice embodied research methodologies as they can relate to different aspects of sport cultures – such as the development of competitive athletic bodies, producing understandings of health and well-being, or as experiencing belonging through fandom. Assignments will include activities that develop students’ academic skills (presentations, critical reading, and writing) and allow students to express their knowledge using different media. If possible, we will try to include engaged activities / assignments that encourage you to ‘get out’ and learn through your body.

Reading (s)/Textbook (s): Readings will be available in the corresponding week’s Brightspace module.
Readings may be updated over the course of the semester to reflect our ongoing discussions.

Course Requirements & Methods of Evaluation:

Your grade will be made up of the following evaluated items:
1. Participation – 10%
2. Reflection Journals (4 journals x 10% each) – 40%
3. Group Presentation – 15%   
4. Final Essay – 35%

