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Course Description: Liberalism has dominated the Western political imagination for more than two centuries. Its values and aspirations (e.g., individual freedom, market competition, juridical equality) are now enshrined in our constitutions, and have been exported around the globe as necessary components to a healthy political life. But liberalism shapes our thinking as much as of our laws. As a normative framework for politics, it structures the ways we reflect on problems of race and coloniality today. It underlies the questions we raise, orients the answers we give, and informs how we respond to everyday events.
This seminar is a semester-long attempt to explore, and confront, the limits that liberal thought poses to our political imagination—especially as it regards to issues of race and coloniality. We will begin our discussion by examining (with Marx) the peculiar kind of equality that liberalism seeks to offer, and (with Foucault) the forms of discipline that it prescribes. Next, we will turn our attention to the historical relationship between liberalism and colonialism, trying to understand how liberal advocates of freedom came to support a project of racial subjugation such as European colonial rule. The second half of the semester will be devoted to contemporary debates. We will consider the forms of hierarchies and processes of exclusion operative through the liberal politics of tolerance, recognition, and secularism.

Reading (s)/Textbook (s): 
All other course materials are available as PDF on ARES. This course is based on a collection of original texts.

Course Requirements & Methods of Evaluation:

3 or 4 response papers (20%)
Class presentation (20%)
Final paper (40%)
Weekly participation in class discussion (20%)
