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ANTHROPOLOGY OF THE BODY,
HEALTH, ILLNESS AND HEALING


Instructor: Dr. Jen Pylypa
Email: jen.pylypa@carleton.ca

Method of Delivery: In-person

Course Description: This course provides an overview of theory, case studies, and public health applications in medical anthropology.  Using the body as a lens through which to understand culture and society, we will explore how the body itself, as well as health, illness, and healing, have been socially and culturally constituted across diverse human societies, including our own.  We will begin by exploring how the body is experienced in different cultural and social contexts, including in the context of social inequalities.  We will then examine the lenses through which different cultures and individuals conceptualize and manage illness and other embodied experiences (such as reproduction or death). We will consider the social dimensions of ill health, including such issues as social stigma and the symbolic and communicative dimensions of illness behavior and healing practices.  These discussions will include an examination of how social and cultural experience impacts ideas about: health, aging, vulnerability and risk; the prevention, causes and treatment of illness episodes; mental health; reproductive health, sexuality and childrearing; and bioethics and end-of-life care.  We will also examine the political economy of health, that is, we will consider how factors such as poverty, structural violence, inequality, global relations and the profit motive impact health, well-being, illness and suffering.  

Reading (s)/Textbook (s): 

Stonington, Scott
2020 The Spirit Ambulance: Choreographing the End of Life in Thailand. Oakland: University of California Press.

Reyes-Foster, Beatriz M.
2019 Psychiatric Encounters: Madness and Modernity in Yucatan, Mexico. New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press.

Both books are available electronically and downloadable through Carleton’s library (see link to Ares Reserves, under ‘Tools’ in Brightspace). Both books are also available for purchase from online booksellers including Chapters.ca and Amazon.ca, in both paperback and e-book (Kobo or Kindle) formats.

OTHER REQUIRED READINGS:

Weekly reading lists for articles and are available through the library electronic reserves (Ares), and are tagged by week.  Each week you will typically read 5-7 articles or else one book. (In the final week of the course, there are more than 7 articles, but some are quite short).

Course Requirements & Methods of Evaluation:

Five response papers commenting on assigned readings- 40%
One class presentation of assigned readings- 10%
One term paper (40%) OR two critical book reviews (20% each)
Class participation 10%
