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Instructor: Dr. Michael Mopas
Email: MichaelMopas@cunet.carleton.ca

Method of Delivery: In-person

Course Description: 

Science and technology play a crucial role in various criminal justice contexts. From CCTV surveillance to DNA testing, scientific advancements have greatly influenced how we deter, identify, apprehend, monitor, and explain the ‘criminal’. Although there is definite value in assessing whether or not these advances in science and technology have translated into an improved system of criminal justice (e.g., does DNA testing increase the reliability and accuracy in identifying an offender, while safeguarding the rights of the wrongfully accused?), this course will consider deeper sociological, cultural, and ethical issues. 
 
More specifically, this course looks at the processes by which certain forms of knowledge and practice gain the status of ‘scientific fact’ or ‘technological artifact’ within criminal justice and thus are perceived as largely uncontested. In essence, how do they become ‘black boxes’ (stable entities, processes or laws which are dissociated from the circumstances of their production), while at other times (and in other instances), they are called into question and ‘opened’ for debate? Secondly, how do these black boxes— opened or closed—impact upon the criminal justice system? 
 
By addressing these questions, this course critically examines the interconnections between science and technology, on the one hand, and crime, criminality, and regulation, on the other. It takes as an initial starting point the need to question and interrogate how certain claims to science are equated with notions of ‘truth’ and ‘objectivity’. Students are encouraged to think about science ‘sociologically’ by considering some of the key themes emerging from Science and Technology Studies (STS) and the Sociology of Scientific Knowledge (SSK). These themes are further explored by looking closely at the place of scientific facts and technological artifacts within the criminal justice system. Topics to be discussed include fingerprinting, DNA typing, and surveillance technology.  

Reading (s)/Textbook (s):

The readings listed on the course schedule (see below) will be made available by the course instructor on the first day of class. 

Course Requirements & Methods of Evaluation:

	Assignments  	 
 
	 
	Grade  
	 
	 
	

	Weekly reading reports 
	 
	30% 	 
	 
	 
	

	Participation  	 
	 
	20% 	 
	 
	 
	

	Seminar introductions  
	 
	10% 	 
	 
	 
	

	Paper proposal 	 
	 
	10% 	 
	 
	 
	

	Final research paper  
	 
	30% 	 
	 
	 
	



