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Instructor: Neil Gerlach
Email: neil.gerlach@carleton.ca

Method of Delivery: In-person

Course Description: Building upon the professional and academic objectives of SOCI 6002 in the first year of the doctoral program, this course is organized around a set of discussion sessions and workshops designed to prepare second year doctoral candidates for the development and defence of their dissertation research proposals. With that in mind, the course has a number of objectives. First, we will discuss the elements and rationales of research proposals, familiarizing class members with the requirements of this document. Second, we will workshop various components of the proposal to get feedback on the development of class members’ research design. Third, we will study and discuss issues of research design more generally. This course should be a primer on how to design a research project now and in the future. Fourth, we will discuss various topics related to professional academic development including best practices for external grant applications, conference presentations, time management, ethics applications, and other topics of interest to class members. Fifth, class members will conclude the course with a preliminary research proposal to be presented to the class and discussants. Sixth, class members will gain experience in providing feedback and presenting information and ideas. At each step along the way, class members will be asked to take a lead in presenting and discussing course material and in responding to presentations prepared by their peers.


Reading (s)/Textbook (s): All required readings will be available on our Brightspace site.

Course Requirements & Methods of Evaluation:

Participation							10%
Presentation on Gaps in the Literature			15%
Presentation of Research Questions				15%
Presentation of Methodology and Research Design		20%
Presentation of Proposal					30%
Peer Discussant of Another Student’s Proposal		10%

