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Course Description: 
This course introduces students to contemporary debates in social theory that are shaping the practice of anthropology today. We will read a number of essays that helped trigger the social protests and geopolitical transformations which give birth to our current era. We will also discuss how these texts and events forced anthropologists to reinvent the concepts, methods and practices on which the discipline established its prestige. Our task will also be to identify the limits and blind spots of this reinvention process. Insofar as anthropology’s future depends on its capacity to sustain a critical relationship to itself, part of our job will be to imagine what kind of anthropology our world needs today.
In performing this task, students will develop a solid grasp of the major frameworks, themes and concepts that have informed anthropological research between the early ’70s and today. They will also hone their reading and writing skills, and so doing, rethink their relationship with the discipline and discover new ways to inhabit it.

Reading (s)/Textbook (s):

All course materials are available as PDF on ARES. This course is based on a collection of original texts. Students looking for textbooks to complement the weekly readings will find the following ones available online through the MacOdrum Library.
1. Moore, Henrietta & Todd Sanders (eds.), 2014. Anthropology in Theory. Issues of Epistemology. London, Wiley-Blackwell.
1. Barnard, Alan. 2004, History and Theory in Anthropology. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
1. Lechte, John. 2008, Fifty Key Contemporary Thinkers. From Structuralism To Post- Humanism. London: Routledge.

Course Requirements & Methods of Evaluation:

Weekly Reading Responses (30%).
Take-home Mid-term Exam #1 (25%)
Take-home Final Exam #2 (25%)
Active Participation (20%)
