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This course explores the theory, practice, and ethics of critical ethnography within postcolonial 

settings, highlighting the ethnographic research process as a form of witnessing, knowledge co-

production and community engagement. Students will explore how ethnographic research can 

either mask or unveil the complexities of power dynamics and identity formation – especially in 

relation to past and ongoing forms of colonialism. The course adopts a decolonial approach that 

involves a combination of theoretical readings and discussions, guest lectures, and practical 

exercises centered on various contexts including the geographical regions of Africa, Asia, the 

Americas, and Oceania. By the end of the course, students will be prepared to conduct nuanced, 

ethically grounded, transformative ethnographic research that highlights the voices and 

experiences of marginalized groups. 

 

 

Assignments weight 

Reading Reflection 25 % 

Discussion Forum 10% 

Attendance and class 
participation 

10% 

Final Research paper 30% 

Final Presentation 25% 
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