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INTRODUCTION TO ISSUES IN ANTHROPOLOGY

Instructor Vivian Solana

Term Winter 2025

Course Delivery In person

Email Address Vivian.solana@carleton.ca

COURSE DESCRIPTION

With roots in the effort to understand cultures and societies far removed from the centers of
Western power, today you can find anthropologists from all backgrounds researching in a range of
social settings: from Wall Street investor bankers, janitors in Silicon Valley, Palestinians in refugee
camps, global factories in China, artificial intelligence labs in Japan, US military bases across the
world, to Monarch butterflies’ conservation sites. This course introduces students to the discipline
of socio-cultural anthropology through an in-depth consideration of an issue facing contemporary
cultures and societies: “colonialism”. We will explore how 20" century European colonialism
contributed to transform human cultures and societies globally, giving shape to the post-colonial,
yet imperial, world order we live in today. Moreover, we will examine how Europe’s colonial
project shaped the methods and questions that anthropologists ask in the first place. In so doing, the
course will cover theoretical concepts and debates that emerged through the study of subjects that
have been of interest to socio-cultural anthropologists since the discipline’s inception, namely:
human languages, religions, genders, races, kinship systems, governmental and economic systems,
and practices of identity, power and violence, more broadly. By studying what it means to be
human across time and place, anthropological research challenges us to rethink taken for granted
social practices, norms, and dominant ideologies: Welcome to the ride!

EVALUATION
Assignment Due Date Grade
Lecture Attendance Ongoing 20%
Tutorial Attendance Ongoing 20%
Book Quiz March 28 (in 15%

tutorials)

Capstone Assignment: Practicing Anthropology
1. Page one:
Description of your chosen field site, methods and social
position within the site February 22 10%
2. Page 2: Ethnographic description and analysis April 8 35%
Extra Credit Assignment Until April 8 5%



mailto:Vivian.solana@carleton.ca

TEXT

There is a full book required for this course:

Don Kulick. 2019. A Death in the Rainforest: How a Language and a Way of Life Came to an End
in Papua New Guinea, Algonquin Books

A copy of this book is available as an e-book through the MacOdrum Library portal.

The book is also available for either in-store or online purchase at the Carleton Boosktore for 25.95
cad: www.carletonshop.ca. Using second-hand copies is acceptable.

There are only two other required readings listed in the course outline. These two are available
online through the course’s Brightspace and Ares.



https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.carletonshop.ca%2F&data=05%7C02%7CVivianSolana%40cunet.carleton.ca%7C44c8142a18014d2e264308dd0971d967%7C6ad91895de06485ebc51fce126cc8530%7C0%7C0%7C638677106762018580%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=usHyXHWyirJu%2BVg3q7QORcKaW3mT31jN5iBTv3WcrFQ%3D&reserved=0

