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COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course critically examines the phenomenon of genocide, which surfaced again in the last two
decades in contexts such as Sudan, Syria, Myanmar, Ukraine, and, most recently, Palestine. The
course equips students with a sociological approach to analyzing genocide in different contexts and
the relations between the perpetrators and victims. While genocide is undoubtedly one of the most
egregious wrongs known to humankind, the form it takes in law as ‘crime’ is not without controversy.
These controversies and the political bias within the field of genocide studies appeared vividly in
Ukraine and Palestine. Debates on how the law limits and reduces complex genocidal processes into
justifiable patterns will be considered, stressing the need for a sociological intervention to transcend
legal grounds. Intersections between genocide, settler-colonialism, and capitalism will also be part of
our discussion.
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