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NAME:    Anna Kopec 
DEPARTMENT:   School of Public Policy and Administration 
 
A  EDUCATION  
 Ph.D.   Political Science  University of Toronto  2022 
 M.A.   Political Science and   

International Development University of Guelph  2017 
 B.A.   Political Science  

and Sociology   University of Alberta  2010 
 
 Doctoral dissertation: 
 
 “The Politics of Homelessness: Poverty, Policy, and Political Participation 
 
 Master’s thesis: 
 
 “The Forgotten in Democracy: Homelessness and Voting in Toronto” 
 
B EMPLOYMENT  
 

1. Academic Appointments  
 

July 2022 Assistant Professor 
  School of Public Policy and Administration 
  Carleton University  

 
 January 2022 Sessional Lecturer 
   Department of Economics, Philosophy and Political Science  

University of British Columbia Okanagan   
 
 
C PROFESSIONAL HONOURS  
 
 SPPA Professor of the Year Award, 2022-2023 
 
D PUBLICATIONS  
 

1. Refereed Scholarly Publications  
 

a) Articles in refereed journals  
 
Kopec, A. (2023). “Critical Junctures as Complex Processes: Examining 
Mechanisms of Policy Change and Path Dependence in the Canadian 
Pandemic Response to Homelessness”. Journal of Public Policy, 1-21.		
	
Pue, K. & Kopec, A. (2023). “Do Service-providing Nonprofits Contribute 
to Democratic Inclusion?: Analyzing Democracy Promotion by Canadian 
Homeless Shelters”. Canadian Journal of Nonprofit and Social Economy 
Research, 14(1), 1-29.  
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Smith, A. & Kopec, A. (2023). “Mapping Homelessness Research in 
Canada”. American Review of Canadian Studies, 53(1), 42-62. 

 
Hughes, S., Dick, A. & Kopec, A. (2021). “Municipal Takeovers: 
Examining State Discretion and Local Impacts in Michigan”. State and 
Local Government Review, 0(0), 1-25.  

 
 Kopec, A. & Sheldrick, B. (2020). “The Adoption of Open Government by 

Local Governments in Canada: Obstacles and Possibilities”. Canadian 
Journal of Urban Research, 29(1), 70-93. 

 
2. Other (Non-refereed) Scholarly Publications  

a) Book Reviews in Scholarly Journals 
 

 Kopec, A. (2019). “Book Review: Shaping the Metropolis: Institutions and 
Urbanization in the United States and Canada”. Canadian Public 
Administration https://ipaccpa.wordpress.com/2019/12/06/shaping-the-
metropolis-institutions-and-urbanization-in-the-united-states-and-canada-
mcgill-queens-university-press-2019-472-pp/  
 

b) Other 
 
Kopec, A. (2018). “Homelessness and Place in Voting: An Investigation of 
Current Electoral Policies in Canada”. Journal of Parliamentary and 
Political Law, 12(1), 131-146 

   
3. Creative or Professional Publications  

 
Hughes, S. & Kopec, A. (March 11, 2022). LSE United States Politics and 
Policy Blog. “Michigan’s uneven and unequal approach to taking over 
municipal governments in financial distress is linked to local drinking water 
crises”. https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/usappblog/2022/03/11/michigans-uneven-and-
unequal-approach-to-taking-over-municipal-governments-in-financial-distress-
is-linked-to-local-drinking-water-crises/  

 
Kopec, A. Homeless Hub Research Matters Blog. (October 18, 2017). 
“Considering political citizenship: homelessness and voting”. 
https://www.homelesshub.ca/blog/considering-political-citizenship-
homelessness-and-voting  

 
Kopec, A. CBC Radio 1 Interview. (June 4, 2017). On “The 180” with Jim 
Brown. “Getting out the homeless vote”. 
http://www.cbc.ca/radio/the180/canadians-are-housing-addicts-
vegetarianism-dies-up-north-and-make-it-easier-for-the-homeless-to-vote-
1.4141415/getting-out-the-homeless-vote-1.4141545.  

 
Cowper-Smith, Y., Kopec, A., & Sutton, T. (2017). Women and Politics: 
Overcoming Barriers to Participation in Leadership. Guelph, ON: Community 
Engaged Scholarship Institute. 
https://atrium.lib.uoguelph.ca/xmlui/handle/10214/10505  
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Kopec, A., & Cowper-Smith, Y. (2016). Out On The Shelf: Strategies for 
Rebuilding and Reconnecting. Guelph, ON: Community Engaged Scholarship 
Institute. https://atrium.lib.uoguelph.ca/xmlui/handle/10214/9751 

 
Kopec, A., & Cowper-Smith, Y. (2015). Guelph Wellington Taskforce for 
Poverty Elimination: Avenues for creating an ID Bank. Guelph, ON: 
Community Engaged Scholarship Institute. 
https://atrium.lib.uoguelph.ca/xmlui/handle/10214/8902 

 
E OTHER SCHOLARHY OR PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITY 
 

1. Papers presented  
 
Kopec, Anna. (2023). “The Darkest Side of Policymaking: Malign 
Policymaking in Homelessness”. Conference on Policy Process Research, 
Denver, Colorado. January 11-14.  
 
Kopec, Anna. (2022). “How Policies Influence Participation and Inclusion: 
Policy Designs and Inclusion”. 6th Annual International Public Policy 
Association (IPPA) Conference, Budapest/Virtual. June 28-30, 2022.  
 
Kopec, Anna. (2022). “Policies and Inclusion: Homelessness and 
Comprehensive Policy Solutions”. Canadian Political Science Association 
Annual (CPSA) Conference, Virtual, May 31-June 3, 2022. 
 
Kopec, Anna. (2021). “Critical Junctures as Complex Processes: Examining 
Mechanisms of Policy Change and Path Dependence in the Canadian 
Pandemic Response to Homelessness”. Canadian Political Science 
Association Annual (CPSA) Conference, Virtual, June 7-10, 2021.  
 
Smith, Alison, Kopec, Anna & Cardin-Trudeau, Etienne (2021). “Mapping 
Homelessness Research in Canada”. Canadian Political Science Association 
Annual (CPSA) Conference, Virtual, June 7-10, 2021. 
 
Pue, Kristen & Kopec, Anna (2021). “Do Government Welfare Providing 
Nonprofits Fulfil Civil Society Functions?: Analysing Democracy Promotion by 
Canadian Homeless Shelters”. Canadian Political Science Association Annual 
(CPSA) Conference, Virtual, June 7-10, 2021. 
 
Donnelly, Michael & Kopec, Anna (2020). “Immigration policy, immigrants and 
political trust”. Presented at the University of Manchester, February 18, 2020.   
 
Kopec, Anna. (2019). “Homelessness and Citizenship”. 6th Electoral 
Regulation Research Network (ERRN) Biennial, University of Adelaide, 
Australia, November 14-15, 2019.  
 
Kopec, Anna. (2017). “Neglected Citizenry: Homelessness and Voting in 
Toronto”. National Canadian Alliance to End Homelessness (CAEH) 
Conference, Winnipeg, MN. October 25 – 27, 2017.  
 
Cowper-Smith, Yuriko & Anna Kopec. (2017). “Women and Politics: 
Obstacles and Opportunities in the Guelph Community”.  Annual meeting for 
the C2U Expo, Vancouver, BC. May 2 – 5, 2017. 
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Sheldrick, Byron & Anna Kopec. (2017). “Open Government and Local 
Government: The Potential for Democratic Experimentation in Canadian 
Municipalities”. Annual meeting of the British Association for Canadian 
Studies (BACS). London, UK. April 20 – 22, 2017.  
 
Kopec, Anna. (2016). “The Forgotten in Democracy: An Investigation into the 
Impediments and Opportunities Influencing the Canadian Homeless 
Population's Ability and Decision to Vote”. American Political Science 
Association (APSA) Annual Meeting and Exhibition, Philadelphia, PA. 
September 1 – 4, 2016. 

 
2. Contract or Other Research 

a) Research Grants 
 
2023-2024. SSHRC Knowledge Synthesis Grant. “Lived Experience as 
Expertise: The Presence of Lived Experience in Research, Service 
Provision, and Policy on Homelessness in Canada”. (Principal 
Investigator). $29, 814.  
 
2023-2024. Institutional SSHRC Explore Early Career Researcher Grant. 
“Mapping Services: Homelessness in Toronto”. (Principal Investigator). 
$10, 000.   
 
2019-2022. SSHRC Doctoral Award. “How Policies Dictate Homeless 
Citizenship: An Investigation of Public Policy and Political Participation”. 
(Principal Investigator). $60, 000 
 
2021-2022. Mitacs Globalink Research Award. “Homelessness and 
Citizenship”. (Host institution: University of Melbourne Law School). 
$6,000.  

   
b) Research Grant Applications 

 
2023-2025. SSHRC Insight Development Grant. “Mapping and Evaluating 
the Complex Web: Homelessness Services in Ontario”. (Principal 
Investigator).  

 
3. Other Professional Activities 

a) Reviews 
 

2022 VOLUNTAS International Journal of Voluntary and Nonprofit 
Organizations (1) 

 
4. Scholarly Work in Progress  

 
Kopec, A. The Politics of Homelessness: Policy, Poverty, and Political Participation. 
University of Toronto Press.  

 
Kopec, A. “How Policies Influence the Political Engagement of Individuals 
Experiencing Homelessness: Applying Policy Feedback and Offering New Insights”.  

 
Kopec, A. “Policy Feedback & Research Methods: How Qualitative Methods Inform 
Theory”. 
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5. Invited Talks  
 

The Government of the Future Series: Collaboration with the Public. Canada School 
of Public Service, Canada. February 17, 2023. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6tjUFB6kauQ  

 
“Beyond the Right to Vote: Homelessness and Voting” Electoral Regulation Research 
Network (ERRN) Seminar, Invited Speaker, University of Melbourne, Australia, 
December 5, 2019. 

 
F  ACADEMIC RESPONSIBILITIES (TEACHING)  
 

Graduate Courses 
 

 PADM 5120   Modern Challenges to Governance   2022 
 PADM 5125   Qualitative Methods for Public Policy  2023 
  

Undergraduate Teaching 
 

 PAPM 3000   Policy Research     2022 
 POLI  352  Comparative Politics of Public Policy 2022 
 
 Master’s Thesis (In Progress) 
  
  Carter Tongs, 2022- (Supervisor) 
  Holly MacDonald, 2022- (Supervisor) 
 
 Master’s Major Research papers (In Progress) 
   
  Chenai Wamambo 
  Hunaifa Malik 
  Nemica Raneethran  
 
 
G  ADMINISTRATIVE RESPONSIBILITIES (INCLUDING COMMITTEE WORK)  
 
 Department 
  
 Member, Anti-Racism Committee, 2022-2023 
  
 University 
  
 Member, Arthur Kroeger College, 2022-2023 
 
 
 
  
 


