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We would like to begin by acknowledging that the land 
on which we gather at Carleton University is the traditional 

unceded territory of the Algonquin Anishinaabe people

Explore this resource on the history of the Algonquin peoples: 
https://www.anishinabenation.ca/en/history/

Explore interactive maps of Indigenous territories:

https://native-land.ca/

https://geo.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/cippn-fnpim/index-eng.html

https://www.anishinabenation.ca/en/history/
https://native-land.ca/
https://geo.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/cippn-fnpim/index-eng.html


Our Session Roadmap



What will I need?
• Connected Device with Zoom

• URL link to course materials

• Links to Google Jamboards (2 Jamboards)

• UDL guidelines “cheat sheet” from CAST



A common scenario

I asked myself...

Why is it always the same students 
participating in class?

What am I doing wrong? What am I missing?

Does this sound familiar?



Participation in class - the Why?

• Increases motivation (Junn, 1994)

• Increases connection to the course (Brookfield & Preskill, 2005)

• Develops critical thinking (Brookfield & Preskill, 2005)

• Leads to deeper engagement & understanding (Weaver & Qi, 2005)

• Higher grades (Handelsman et al, 2005)



User- (human-) centered Design
Who are our “users”?

https://www.ideou.com



What do we mean by “participation” anyways?

Teachers’ meaning differs from students’ 
(Fritschner, 2000; Rocca, 2010)

Talking? 

Discussing?

Attendance?

Asking Questions?



What does participation mean to you?

Add your ideas:
● Google Jamboard

● In the Zoom chat

● Unmute and outloud

https://jamboard.google.com/d/12PCV7B0Z9RcOEZkSwlO_N81qkG4vVugZQwmgy99aDPU/edit?usp=sharing


What does participation mean to you?
What our students said:



What are possible barriers to student participation?

Add your ideas:
● Google Jamboard

● In the Zoom chat

● Unmute and outloud

https://jamboard.google.com/d/12PCV7B0Z9RcOEZkSwlO_N81qkG4vVugZQwmgy99aDPU/edit?usp=sharing


What our students said:
What are possible barriers to student participation?



Educational Technology

Barriers
• Socioeconomic 
• Cognitive load/design
• Benefit of tools not always clear
• Perception tools are not dynamic
• Tech used as a substitute for engagement

Benefits
• Level playing field for diverse learners
• Multiple means of engagement
• Multiple means of expression
• Multiple means of representation





Can UDL remove the barriers? 
Virtual Carousel Brainstorm

1. Access NEW Google Jamboard
→ each board addresses a barrier to participation we identified

2. Start with the Jamboard that matches your breakout room # 
→ 1 person in each room share your screen
→ we will move through the boards in order (eg. 3→ 4→ 5) 
→ 10 minutes for each board - we will indicate when it’s time to switch

3. Brainstorm & add UDL-based solutions for the barrier on the board
→ add to existing boards that other groups have started
→ use your CAST UDL cheat-sheet!

https://jamboard.google.com/d/1gcblU_SehlYTv4H7X6aCKW5kz6y1PXsHzF1XPNL0UUI/edit?usp=sharingsHzF1XPNL0UUI/edit?usp=sharing


Is  there a UDL-based 
solution that you can 
take away to create 
space for all of your 
learners to participate?



What our students said:
Can UDL remove the barriers? 



After our Session

We will send a “goody bag”!

Notes & resources from our 
session including the 
solutions we came up with :)
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