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Peggy Hartwick: Brightspace 
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Plan for session on June 16th

1. What I like about Brightspace and maybe not 
so much

2. Demos and Tools

3. Where to start?

4. The student’s voice – Guest Brooke Smith 
(SaPP)

5. Where to get help

6. Pedagogy

7. Your next moves

8. Q & A ongoing





Likes

• Appearance

• Nav Bar 

• Building a Module
• Upload/ Create (this is where it’s at!)

• Zoom 

• Grade Book

• Assignment feedback (Tools, View Submissions)

• Learner view & Demo student (request one now!)

• Announcement tool

• Training videos, access to help



Not so much

• Tool availability

• No chat tool, choice tool, self-selection tool, Book 
Tool, Database Tool (experience with Discussion –
s/b an assignment)

• Not intuitive and different terms

• Remembering to connect things

• Multiple ways of building content

• Accessing submitted assignments… still not intuitive

• Hard to know student perspective

• Visibility icon



Demos

Course Tools

4th year 
blended undergraduate 
course

• Module design and course layout
• Template choices
• Zoom & Kaltura
• Assignment Tool
• Rubrics
• Grading

1st year 
fully asynchronous 
course 

• Module design and course layout
• H5P
• Grading (TA support)





Where to start?



1. Update/ create 
course outline

2. Log into cuLearn 
(if a migrated 
course) - take note 
of the activities 
(tools) you used in 
cuLearn 



3. Refer to the “Tool Crosswalk”



4. Compare Modules b/w cuLearn and BSC – what happened?

5. Check out the Instructor Support page 



6. Open a word document and create a 4 column table – map it out

7. Set up Modules (Demo ALDS 1001)

8. Familiarize yourself with Nav Bar

9. Explore Templates (Demo ALDS 1001 – Module 2 Accordion)



Student’s voice

• Brooke Smith, SaPP for ALDS 1001W, redesign in terms of 
assessment, layout, integration of comprehension checks in 
H5P lesson tool

• ALDS 4906 Evaluation



Where to get help?

• From Nav Bar - Help

• 24/7 support experience

• Go to your word table 
and register for 
workshops, watch 
support videos, or sign up 
for a TLS consultation

• Brightspace Basics Online

• Brightspace Tools Course



Pedagogical considerations as 
you (re)build

• Pedagogy not the tool

• Make it meaningful for student (and you), is it worth it?

• Simplicity of structure and design

• Consistency of structure and design

• Opportunities to engage – synchronous or 
asynchronous

• Weekly accountability → student and instructor

• Realistic and fair expectations

• Ask for help

• Time 



Your next moves

Brightspace

Finish your 

course outline 

(draft)

Explore and 

Select 

Brightspace 

tools & 

templates

Know what 

content you 

want to re-use 

from cuLearn

Sign up for 

workshops 

and attend 

drop-ins with 

TLS

Start building 

consistent 

and simple 

modules


