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Aboriginal and First Nations cultures in Canada have a long  
tradition of adaptation and creativity, incorporating new ideas, 
concepts, materials and technology, to affirm core community 
values, ensure cultural continuity and reflect contemporary    
experience. Nowhere is this spirit of cultural vitality and           
resilience more apparent than in the expressive arts; in music, 
theatre, film, writing and the visual arts. Today's presenters 
demonstrate how aesthetic traditions can be perpetuated and 
transformed through new media and new voices. These voices 
contribute to an ongoing national and global conversation on  
indigenous knowledge and experience. Today, we are invited to 
participate in this conversation. 
 
Allan J. Ryan 
 
Dr. Allan J. Ryan was appointed as the New Sun Chair in    
Aboriginal Art and Culture in July, 2001. The Chair is the first of 
its kind in Canada to specialize in Aboriginal art and culture and 
is situated in the School of Canadian Studies at Carleton      
University. The Chair is made possible through the support of 
the New Sun Fund, administered by the Community Foundation 
of Ottawa.                                                 

3rd Annual  

Conference on Aboriginal Arts 
Transforming Traditions 

 
 

PROGRAM 

 

Saturday, February 28, 2004 
9 am to 4:15 pm 
Azrieli Theatre 

Carleton University 



PROGRAM 
 
8:30-9:15           Registration 
                          Coffee, juice, conversation 
 
9:15                   Welcome: Dr. Allan J. Ryan 
                          New Sun Chair in Aboriginal Art and Culture 
 
                          Opening prayer, Elder Paul Skanks 
 
9:30                   Darrell Dennis, actor, playwright, screen-writer,         

television host 
 
10:30                 Kateri Akiwenzie-Damm, writer, spoken word artist,  

publisher, Kegedonce Press  
 
11:30                 Rosalie Favell, digital photo artist and printmaker 
 
12:30                 Luncheon of Native Cuisine in Fenn Lounge, Residence 

Commons 
 
                                       Bannock Bread with Whipped Butter 
                                       Manitoba Wild Rice Casserole 
                                       Deep Forest Buttery Fiddleheads 
                                       Oven Roasted Maple Glazed Acorn Squash 
                                       Root Vegetable Salad 
                                       Duo of Fire Grilled Arctic Char and Smoked    
                                           Little Neck Clams served in a Fish Broth 
                                       Homemade Blueberry Pie with Freshly      

                Whipped Cream 
 
1:30                   Vocal performance by Tamara Podemski, accompanied 

by Ben Nathan on guitar and Ron Allen on flute (Fenn 
Lounge) 

 
2:15                   David Ruben Piqtoukun, multi-media sculptor 
 
3:15                   Tamara Podemski, singer/songwriter, actor,              

choreographer 
 
4:15                   Concluding remarks                     

David Ruben Piqtoukun 
 
David Ruben Piqtoukun is Inuit 
from Paulatuk, NWT.  He was in-
troduced to stone carving by his 
brother, Abraham Anghik, in 1972 
and continued his training at the 
New World Jade company in Van-
couver. Since 1974, his work has 
been represented in seven solo ex-
hibitions and nearly 40 group exhi-
bitions across Canada and around 
the world, including Germany, Italy 
and Russia.   
 
David’s sculptures often depict the wisdom and rituals of the 
Inuit. The themes in his work reflect the artist’s disparate 
Inuit identity: rural /urban, individual/communal. Cross-
cultural communication is a major goal of his work. He's 
given workshops on sculpture in the Ivory Coast, Mexico, 
and the Dominican Republic.  
 
Stone, metal and bronze are the main media for his sculp-
tures, which are found in collections and museums from 
Greenland to China.  His work has been featured in dozens 
of magazines, journals and books and he is asked to speak 
at conferences and symposiums around the world.  
 
He is currently working on an exhibition of his work that will 
travel internationally. 



Tamara Podemski 
 
Tamara Podemski is an ac-
tor/singer/songwriter born 
and raised in Toronto. For the 
past 15 years, she has 
worked professionally in film, 
television, stage, and in the 
recording studio. She is a 
graduate of the Claude Wat-
son School for the Performing 
Arts, where she studied thea-
tre, dance and music. 
 
As an actor, Tamara has 
starred in "Dance Me Outside," "Ready or Not," "The Rez," 
"North of 60," "Exhibit A," "Johnny Greyeyes" and the Broad-
way musical "Rent."  
 
As a singer/songwriter, Tamara has released two albums in 
the Ojibway language, "SPIRIT NATION" and "SPIRIT 
VOICES" and also founded the music distribution company, 
MUKWA MUSIC.  She is currently recording her third album, 
the first in English, which will be released in April 2004. 
 
This summer, Tamara will be dancing in Santee Smith’s 
KAHA:WI, with a run at both Premiere Dance Theatre in To-
ronto and the National Arts Centre in Ottawa.   Away from the 
world of performing, Tamara divides her time between study-
ing in her fourth year at the University of Toronto and teach-
ing singing and dancing at The Centre for Indigenous Thea-
tre. 
 
Visit Tamara at www.podemskichicks.com 

Biographies of Presenters 

Kateri Akiwenzie-Damm 
 
Kateri Akiwenzie-Damm is an An-
ishnaabe writer, publisher and 
artist from the Chippewas of 
Nawash First Nation in Ontario. 
Kateri’s poetry has been pub-
lished in the collection, my heart 
is a stray bullet,  as well as in 
chapbooks, anthologies, journals 
and magazines in Canada, U.S., 
Aotearoa/New Zealand, Australia 
and Germany.  She has written 
radio plays and recorded a CD of 
spoken word poetry with music 
by indigenous collaborators.   
 
She has edited arts magazines, an anthology of interna-
tional Indigenous writers, and in 1993, she established 
Kegedonce Press, an Aboriginal publishing house commit-
ted to supporting and promoting indigenous writers across 
Canada and around the world.   
 
Kateri is the driving force behind “Honouring Words: Interna-
tional Indigenous Authors Celebration Tour” and she coordi-
nated the inaugural tour in Canada in October 2002. She is 
currently working on a collection of short stories, as well as 
a book of poetry, and working on various multidisciplinary 
and publishing projects through her two companies:  Nishin 
Productions: Indigenous Performing Arts, and Kegedonce 
Press. 
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Darrell Dennis 
 
Darrell Dennis is an actor/
comedian/writer who hails from the 
Shuswap Nation in British Colum-
bia. He is best known for his roles in 
such television series as 
“Northwood” and “The Rez,” and as 
the slap-happy host of "Bingo and a 
Movie." He has also starred in many 
plays, including Drew Taylor’s “Only 
Drunks and Children Tell The 
Truth,” “Toronto at Dreamer’s 
Rock,” and “ALTERnatives.” After 
two years with the Second City Na-
tional Touring Company, Darrell co-
founded the comedy troupe "Tonto's Nephews," an all-
Aboriginal group of actors specializing in sketch-comedy and 
improvisation.  
 
Darrell has had two plays produced by Native Earth Perform-
ing Arts ("Trickster of Third Avenue East" & "Tales of an Ur-
ban Indian") and also wrote the short film MOCASSIN FLATS 
that was featured at the Sundance Film Festival, the Toronto 
International Film Festival, and the imagineNATIVE Film Fes-
tival.  
 
He recently completed a tour of his one-man show "Tales" 
and has returned to his regular life: studying at the University 
of Toronto where he is on full scholarship completing a dou-
ble-major Honors B.A in Aboriginal Studies and English Lit-
erature. During his down time, he can be found writing the 
newest episodes for the second season of “Moccasin Flats" 
which will air on APTN and Showcase Television this year.  

Rosalie Favell 
  
Rosalie Favell is a Metis photog-
rapher and print artist originally 
from Winnipeg.  Rosalie re-
ceived her M.F.A. from the Uni-
versity of New Mexico, Albuquer-
que and her Bachelor of Applied 
Arts in Photographic Arts from 
the Ryerson Polytechnic Institute 
in Toronto.  
 
She has an extensive record of 
exhibitions, critical reviews, and 
awards dating from 1985. She 
has held many solo exhibitions since 1993 at galleries 
across Canada including her most recent show at the Winni-
peg Art Gallery in the summer of 2003.  Her work is also 
held by more than half a dozen public collections across 
Canada. 
 
Rosalie has participated in group exhibitions in Canada, the 
United States, Germany, Scotland, and Taiwan and  is a re-
cipient of numerous awards from visual arts funding bodies 
that include the Canada Council, the Manitoba Arts Council, 
the Ontario Arts Council, the National Aboriginal Achieve-
ment Foundation, the City of Winnipeg, and the Canadian 
Native Arts Foundation.  
 
Rosalie is currently teaching photography and visual culture 
at Algoma University College in Sault Ste. Marie.  


