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Britain Moves 

To Curb Fear 

Over Expellees 

t 

By Bernard D. Nossiter 
WasJxington Post Foreign Service 

LONDON^ Aug. 31 — The ~^ 
British government has 
launched a major campaign to 
dampen the rising hostility to-
ward the imminent arrival of 
expelled Asians from Uganda. 
Sir Alec Douglas-Home, the 

foreign secretary, went on na­
tional television tonight to 
promise extra money for 
towns whose resources will be 
strained by the refugees. 
In his five-minute address, 

Sir Ale)C said that Britain had 
both a legal and a human obli­
gation to accept Asians with 
British passports. 
He termed President Idi 

Amines expulsion order "inhur 
man and unjust." Sir Alec re­
sponded to charges that Brit­
ain was not doing enough to 
reverse it by reminding view­
ers that a projected 10 million 
pound ($25 million) aid loan to 
Uganda has been frozen. 

"In the last resort," Sir Alec 
said, "if homes elsewhere in 
the. world caimot be fotind for 
them, we must take these un-' 
lucky people in." 
^ost of the Asian refugees 

are of Indian and Pakistani 
descent but have been born in 
Africa and are not welcome in 
large numbers on the Subcon­
tinent. 
The foreign secretary was 

the second minister in two 
days to plead for understand­
ing. Yesterday, the attorney 
general, Sir Peter Rawlinson 
delivered a well-publicized 
speech asserting Britain's 
legal responsibility for its 
passport holders overseas. 

All this reflects the govern­
ment's concern about the in­
creasingly vocal and ugly op­
position to the refugees. No­
body knows, how many Amin 
will drive into Britain nor 
whether they will arrive pen­
niless. 
But officials here are plan­

ning on about 30,000 and ex­
pect that they will be stripped 
to the clothes on their backs bv Gen. Amin. 

The chorus of published 
complaints centers on Brit­
ain's alleged inability to pro­
vide work in a country where 
nearly one million persons are 
jobless, to offer homes in a 
land where housing is tight. 
But race relations experts 
here say that the opposition is 
essentially racial, that many 
white Britons simply do not 
want more colored neighbors. 
In pubs, on the subway, in 

the streets, the refugee prob­
lem is a major topic of discus­
sion and the tone is overtly 
racist. Cartoons in the popular 
press invariably picture the 
immigrants as sleazy, long-
nosed, wearing strange Sikh 
turbans. Ijri fact, most of those 
coming here are Hindu busi­
nessmen and professionals. 
The right-wing Daily Mail 

published 13 letters on the 
issue this morning, and 11 de­
nounced the government's, de­
cision to take the Asians as 
"the height of folly" and 
"sheer lunacy." A woman in 
Sussex urged Britain's "origi­
nal inhabitants" to "breed like 
rabbits to insure that our way 
of life and our culture does 
not become extinct." 
The recently created Ugan­

dan Resettlement Board wants 
to encourage immigrants to 
settle in Britain's 31 new 
towns rather than in cities 
with existing colored popula­
tions. But the response from 
new town officials, both Labor 
and Conservative Party, has 
been dismal. 
The secretary of the com­

mission running the new 
towns of Corby, Hemel Hemp­
stead and Welwyn Gardeii 
City, has said: / 

I 

Expellees From Uganda 

Claim Mistreatment 

Reuter 

LONDON, Aug 31—Asian 
immigrants arriving here 
today from Uganda told sto­
ries of cruelty and violence in­
volving slashed passports and 
haircuts with broken beer bot­
tles. 
One man, recounting scenes 

he said took place at Kampala, 
claimed he saw a Ugandan 
member of Parliament, whose 
name was not given, pushing 
two women to the ground. 
He said police in Kampala 

were armed with machine 
guns. Others told of passports 
being slashed to make them 
invalid. 
A 16-year-old schoolboy said 

"several people" had their 
hair or beards cut with broken 
beer bottles. 
( One man said an immigrant 
I who had a U.S. $5 bill in his 
suitcase was arrested and put 
in prison. 
About a dozen Asians ar­

rived today. They declined to 
give their names because of 
fears that stories reaching 
Uganda might result in action 
against relatives there. 
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