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It is a great honour to welcome all of you to the Beyond Resettlement: Exploring the History of
the Ugandan Asian Community in Exile conference. August 4, 1972, marks the fiftieth
anniversary year of Idi Amin’s expulsion decree leading to the forced displacement of over
50,000 Ugandan Asians who were subsequently resettled around the world. The diaspora
spans several continents with large groups ending up in the UK, India, and Canada alongside
smaller numbers being offered refuge in the United States, Australia, Latin America and
Europe. As we commemorate this anniversary it is a critical moment for us to pause and reflect
on the historical context surrounding the expulsion decree as well as understanding how the
community has reestablished themselves over the past fifty years.

With rising numbers of forcibly displaced people all over the world there are insights that can
be drawn from the resettlement of Ugandan Asian refugees. From lessons on public policy to
approaches on memory and identity, the Ugandan Asian experience reveals how flexibility in
immigration policies can foster rapid resettlement efforts and how integration is a two way
street requiring efforts from migrants as well as host communities to promote a sense of
belonging. Over the past fifty years, Ugandan Asians have made innumerable contributions to
their new homelands as well as their ancestral homelands in Uganda and in South Asia. Some
have returned to Uganda to rebuild and contribute to the local economy whereas others have
sought to give back through philanthropy locally or globally. At this juncture, we have an
opportunity to rethink elements of citizenship, belonging, memory, and identity which will be
discussed throughout the conference.

In a period where we are witnessing a rise in anti-immigrant and xenophobic rhetoric it is
imperative that we revisit how newcomers enhance their local societies and recognize our
shared humanity across borders. Our hope is that we remember how migration is a
fundamental element of human life and that this conference offers an opportunity to share
these stories of resilience for future generations to come.
  
Sincerely,
Dr. Shezan Muhammedi – Beyond Resettlement Co-Chair
Heather LeRoux – Beyond Resettlement Co-Chair
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NO NEW LAND? 
WITH TINA ATHAIDE, TASNEEM JAMAL, AND HAFSA ZAYYAN 
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Hosted by Zulfikar Hirji (York University)

Carleton Dominion-Chalmers Centre
355 Cooper Street, Ottawa

This year marks the fiftieth anniversary of the expulsion of more than fifty thousand Ugandan
Asians expelled from Uganda in 1972 by the military dictator Idi Amin. These people, many of
whom had known no other home than Africa, some for generations, were given ninety days to
leave Uganda or face severe consequences. It marks the anniversary of the full
commencement of Idi Amin’s almost decade-long reign of terror during which more than five-
hundred thousand Ugandan Africans were murdered. Join our host, York University’s Zulfikar
Hirji and authors Tina Athaide, Tasneem Jamal, and Hafsa Zayyan for a conversation about
their fictional stories of loss, longing and belonging, each set in the context of the expulsion. 
 
This event is hosted in conjunction with the Ottawa International Writers Festival.
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TINA ATHAIDE
Orange for the Sunsets

HAFSA ZAYYAN
We Are All Birds of Uganda 

TASNEEM JAMAL
Where the Air is Sweet
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OPENING REMARKS
9:00 AM - 9:30 AM
Dr. Pauline Rankin, Dean, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, Carleton University
Rema Jamous Imseis, UNHCR Canada

PANEL I: THE EXPULSION ORDER AND A WARM WELCOME?
(RE)SETTLING AND EARLY EXPERIENCES OF EAST AFRICAN ASIANS
9:30 AM - 11:00 AM

Karim H. Karim (Carleton University), Chain Migration: The Ugandan Expulsion and the East
African Ismaili Diaspora
Farouk Mitha (University of Victoria), Elusive Homelands: Politics of Belonging for Canadian,
Ugandan, Gujarati, Ismaili Muslims
Ria Kapoor (Queen Mary University of London), Documenting Belonging: Nomenclature and
Identity Papers in the 1972 Expulsion
Mohamed Keshavjee (Institute of Ismaili Studies, London), The Ugandan Asian Expulsion:
Lessons for Asian Minorities in Africa

Moderator: Blair Rutherford

Panelists will explore the historical context of the expulsion decree including the chain migration of
Ugandan Asians as “twice migrants” who moved from the Indian sub-continent to Uganda and
subsequently to Canada, the UK, India and elsewhere following the decree. Discussants will touch
on the politics of belonging, the distinct nomenclature of the resettlement, chain migration, and an
auto-ethnography of expulsion.

All panelists will present remotely.

Panelists:

COFFEE BREAK
11:00 AM - 11:15 AM
Richcraft Hall Atrium

REGISTRATION
8:30 AM - 9:00 AM
Atrium, Richcraft Hall (2nd floor)
Campus Avenue
Carleton University Campus, 1125 Colonel By Drive
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PANEL II: GENDER IN MOTION: THE CULTURAL, ECONOMIC, AND
POLITICAL IMPACT OF MIGRATION ON EAST AFRICAN ASIAN WOMEN
11:15 AM - 12:15 PM

Aarshi Dua (Jawaharlal Nehru University), Explorations of Home and Homeland Through the
Lens of Asian Women in East Africa 
Zainub Verjee (Massey College, University of Toronto; York University), Archive to Repertoire:
Cookbooks and Labour of Women in Resettlement

Moderator: Shireen Hassim

International migration is a multifaceted element of the human experience and intersects with
multiple levels of analysis include race, class, and gender. Panelists will explore how Asian women
in East Africa navigated the expulsion decree and their subsequent resettlement internationally.
Discussions will focus on explorations of home and homeland from a gendered perspective along
with how gender affects cuisine, migration, and labour.

One panelist will present remotely.

Panelists:

KEYNOTE PRESENTATION
1:30 PM - 2:45 PM

If we turn the 1972 expulsion into a mirror, what can it teach us? Not only about Idi Amin and
Ugandan society at large but also about ourselves and our history in Uganda? What were the
differences and similarities between Uganda, from where Asians were expelled, and Kenya and
Tanzania, where there was no such expulsion? What were the root causes of the expulsion and
what can these teach us about minorities in the modern world?

Mahmood Mamdani (Makerere University; Columbia University), The Uganda Asian Expulsion: What
Have We Learnt Over the Past Fifty Years?

The keynote speaker will present remotely.

Description

LUNCH
12:15 PM - 1:30 PM
Richcraft Hall Atrium



PANEL III: HOME AND HOMELAND: EXPLORATIONS OF
TRANSNATIONALISM AND FAITH AMONGST THE UGANDAN ASIAN
DIASPORA
3:00 PM - 4:30 PM

Omme-Salma Rahemtullah (South Asian American Digital Archive), Ugandan Asian Resettlement
in South Carolina, USA
Alyshea Cummins (Carleton University), What’s Happening to the Faith of our Forefathers?:
Religious Transmission in East-African Ismaili Muslim families in Canada
Salima Versi (University of Alberta), “Where do we get to exist?”: Reflections on Dynamic
Definitions of Home Among Canadian Ismailis from East Africa
Richard Vokes (The University of Western Australia), The Ugandan Asian Crisis in Australia

Moderator: Zulfikar Hirji

Being resettled internationally throughout the 1970s presented unique challenges for Ugandan
Asian refugees. Panelists will engage with how faith intersects with concepts of home and
homeland, resettlement in South Carolina, and Australia.

All panelists will present in-person.

Panelists:
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COFFEE BREAK
2:45 PM - 3:00 PM
Richcraft Hall Atrium

WORKSHOP I: DOCUMENRARY SCREENING (ONLINE ONLY)
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM

LINK FOR ONLINE ACCESS (7:00 PM - 9:00 PM ET)

Hosted by the Canadian Museum of Immigration at Pier 21, we will be featuring two recently
launched documentaries that explore the Ugandan Asian exodus.

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/85041570563


WORKSHOP I: DOCUMENRARY SCREENING (ONLINE ONLY)
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM

EXPELLED: MY ROOTS IN UGANDA WITH OMAR SACHEDINA

In an hour-long documentary special, CTV’s Chief News Anchor and Senior Editor Omar
Sachedina takes his mother back to Uganda fifty years after she was forced to leave when she
and as many as 80 000 Asians were expelled by Dictator Idi Amin. In Expelled: My Roots in
Uganda, Sachedina shares his personal family story, one of immigrant roots in Canada and
expelled roots in Uganda. In a quest to understand what led to the drastic expulsion, Sachedina
immerses himself on the ground, traveling throughout Uganda, not only to his parents
homeland in Nabusanke and Masaka but also to villages and cities of other Canadian
immigrants who were forced to leave fifty years ago. A true Canadian immigration story,
Sachedina revisits an unprecedented undertaking by Canadian officials in Kampala and
through rich archival video, celebrates the arrival of thousands who found an ‘honorable place’
to live in Canada and experienced the warmth of many Canadians who opened their doors and
hearts in 1972.

THROWN INTO CANADA: THE SETTLEMENT OF ASIAN REFUGEES FROM
UGANDA

This documentary film explores Canada’s decision to accept Ugandan Asian refugees, set
against the backdrop of colonialism and post-colonialism, Idi Amin’s military dictatorship, and
changing Canadian attitudes to diversity. Their story of struggle and hope became part of
Canada’s conversations about refugees and cultural pluralism, and informed the Canadian
response to future refugee movements. Written and directed by Aleem Karmali, the film
features interviews with academics and those who lived through the expulsion to tell the story
of the expulsion in a broader historical context.

BEYOND RESETTLEMENT
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PANEL IV: INVESTIGATING THE LEGACY: UNDERSTANDING THE
UGANDAN ASIAN REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT INITIATIVE, IMPACTS, AND
CONCEPTIONS OF IDENTITY 
9:00 AM - 10:30 AM

Sara Cosemans (KU Leuven; UHasselt), Globalizing Resettlement. The Role of the Ugandan
Asian Expulsion in the Emergence of a Neoliberal Refugee Regime. (online)
Samuel Kisitu (University of Toronto), Beyond Finding a Home in the Promised Land: A
Comparative Examination of Canada’s Response to Ugandan Asian Refugees of 1972 and
Recent Refugees from East Africa
Shezan Muhammedi (Carleton University), “100% Canadian” – Exploring the Personal
Reflections on Identity and Belonging Amongst Ugandan Asian Refugees in Canada
Arif Virani (Member of Parliament, Parkdale - High Park), Competing Conceptions of Identity
That Characterize Ugandan Asians

Moderator: Laura Madokoro

After fifty years of resettlement and heightened levels of forced displacement, revisiting the
Ugandan Asian experience reveals insights on the global refugee regime and key questions on
personal identity. Panelists will touch on globalizing resettlement, comparisons between Ugandan
Asians and recent East African refugee resettlements and exploring how Ugandan Asians define
themselves today.

One panelist will present remotely.

Panelists:

REGISTRATION
8:30 AM - 9:00 AM
Atrium, Richcraft Hall (2nd floor)
Campus Avenue
Carleton University Campus, 1125 Colonel By Drive

COFFEE BREAK
10:30 AM - 10:45 AM
Richcraft Hall Atrium
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PANEL V: BRITISH UGANDAN ASIANS AT 50
10:45 AM - 12:15 PM

Alan Critchley (BUA50), Introduction
Mihir Patel (India Overseas Trust; BUA50), The Work of British Ugandan Asians at 50
Saima Nasar (University of Bristol), Migrant-Refugees: Resettling Ugandan Asians in Britain
Chandrika Joshi (Hindu Priest), Hiraeth: a Welsh Ugandan Asian Reflects on the Longing for
Home

Moderator: Alan Critchley

29,000 Ugandan Asians were resettled in the United Kingdom following Idi Amin’s expulsion order.
In collaboration with the British Ugandan Asians at 50, a group of scholars, oral historians, and
members of the British Ugandan Asian community will investigate the resettlement process from a
UK perspective. The panel will also feature newly captured video oral histories amongst
volunteers and British Ugandan Asian who were originally housed in 16 resettlement centres
throughout the United Kingdom.

All panelists will present remotely.

Panelists:
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LUNCH
12:15 PM - 1:15 PM
Richcraft Hall Atrium

END OF ONLINE PRESENTATIONS

This concludes our live stream for online viewers. Thank you for attending the Beyond
Resettlement conference.

Online viewers can participate in a self-directed activity for the afternoon workshops.
Information will be emailed to online participants.
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WORKSHOP III: GLOBAL CAFÉ ON INTERGENERATIONAL IDENTITIES AND
CONCEPTIONS OF SELF 50 YEARS ON 
3:15 PM - 5:00 PM

Hosted by the Institute for Canadian Citizenship

The closing activity aims to encourage all participants to reflect upon and share stories about
some of the themes discussed at the conference. While the workshop focus is on intergenerational
identities and conceptions of self within the Ugandan Asian community, all conference
participants are encouraged to think about how the journey from isolation towards belonging
takes place, and to think about some of the key moments – both positive and negative experiences
– that people might face along the way. This activity prompts participants to consider the past
while looking to the future.

CLOSING REMARKS
5:00 PM - 5:15 PM
Dr. Shezan Muhammedi, Conference Co-Chair

WORKSHOP II: ROUNDTABLE ON COMMEMORATION
1:15 PM - 3:00 PM

This workshop offers an opportunity for the Ugandan Asian refugee community to share personal
stories about their resettlement journeys and life experiences following the expulsion. Community
members will be encouraged to discuss pertinent reflections on what it means to mark the 50th
anniversary and why remembering these lived experiences are important for the public.

COFFEE BREAK
3:00 PM - 3:15 PM
Richcraft Hall Atrium
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Tina Athaide
Orange for the Sunsets

Tina Athaide was born in Entebbe. After leaving Uganda she immigrated with her family to Canada from
England. She has been a teacher for thirty years. Believing that books can present different experiences to
children in an organic, natural way, she started publishing early literacy readers for the educational market
before her debut book, Orange for the Sunsets. The Middle Grade book is a Junior Library Guild Selection
and winner of the CCBC Geoffrey Bilson award for historical fiction for young readers. In 2021 she published
her debut picture book Meena’s Mindful Moment and is currently working on a Middle Grade book in verse
about an Indian family expelled from Uganda and sent to a resettlement camp in England.
 
Sara Cosemans (KU Leuven; UHasselt)
Globalizing Resettlement. The Role of the Ugandan Asian Expulsion in the Emergence of a Neoliberal Refugee

Regime

 
Bio: Sara Cosemans is an international historian and alumna of the Dual Degree (Ma/MSc) in International
and World History at Columbia University and the London School of Economics. Her PhD project, funded by
the Research Foundation Flanders (FWO) and conducted at KU Leuven (Belgium), concentrated on the
impact of the resettlement of refugees from the Global South (Ugandan Asians, Chile, and Vietnam) during
the 1970s on the international refugee regime and international politics in general. Previously, she has
worked and published on Indian migration (including Ugandan Asian resettlement) to Belgium. She is
furthermore interested in finding digital solutions for multi-archival multilingual research on large quantities
of diplomatic typewritten source material. She is currently working as Doctor Assistant in Cultural History at
KU Leuven. Since September 2022, she's also joined the School of Social Sciences at UHasselt, where she
teaches one course as Assistant Professor.

Abstract: For many countries, including Canada, the resettlement of Ugandan Asians signaled the start of
receiving refugees from the Global South. It is therefore often regarded as an exceptional moment of
international solidarity and openness towards non-white refugees and immigrants. In my paper, I want to
explore another, often overlooked aspect of the resettlement effort that has had repercussions until today:
the neoliberal origins of the globalization of the resettlement effort. I will investigate the link between the
Ugandan Asians’ undesirability as citizens in the UK and their desirability as high-skilled workers in the
twenty-five countries that offered them resettlement opportunities. The emergence and breakthrough of
neoliberalism is strongly connected to the end of empire, as historian Quinn Slobodian has argued.
Neoliberalism served to reorder the society and restructure power hierarchies to the advantage of the
powerful states. I shall argue that by convincing the international community that the resettlement of
Ugandan Asians was a humanitarian matter rather than a postcolonial one, Britain effectively managed to
sever its inconvenient ties with its "residue" citizens across the former Empire. I will show how the British
government used the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to promote and organize the
globalized resettlement of Ugandan Asians.
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Alyshea Cummins (Carleton University)
What's Happening to the Faith of our Forefathers?: Religious Transmission in East-African Ismaili Muslim

families in Canada

Bio: Alyshea Cummins has a PhD in Religious Studies from the University of Ottawa and recently completed
a Postdoctoral Research Fellowship for the Transmission of Religion Across Generations project (University
of Ottawa) – examining how (non)religion is passed on from one generation to the next and the factors that
contribute to the (un)successful transmission of religion across generations. Cummins is also a Research
Contributor for the Nonreligion in a Complex Future project (University of Ottawa), examining nonreligious
identity and nonreligious immigrant identities.
In addition to her research activities, Cummins is an instructor of Religion in the College of Humanities and
in the Department of Sociology and Anthropology at Carleton University. Alongside her research and
teaching engagements, Cummins serves on the Book Prize committee for the Canadian Society for the Study
of Religion (CSSR) and as a Committee Member for the Religion and Migration unit at the American Academy
of Religion (AAR).

Abstract: Studies show that religion is declining across generations; that each subsequent generation is
becoming less and less religious – regardless of religious affiliation. The Canadian case is no exception. This
paper is interested in examining whether religion is also declining in East-African Ismaili Muslim families, an
immigrant community that began (re)settling in Canada in the 1970s. This paper examines the role of
migration and (re)settlement and other factors that appear to be contributing to the successful and
unsuccessful transmission of religion across generations in East-African Ismaili Muslim families. The
research is informed by interview and survey data gathered from two different projects: a study that
examined Canadian Ismaili identity and experience (2021) and preliminary findings from a multi-national
project entitled, The Transmission of Religion Across Generations. Findings support that religion is declining
across generations in East-African Ismaili Muslim families and insights are offered to explain this growing
trend.

Aarshi Dua (Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, India)
Explorations of Home and Homeland through the lens of Asian Women in East Africa 

 
Bio: Aarshi Dua is a Doctoral Scholar obtaining a PhD from the Centre for African Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru
University, New Delhi. Aarashi is working on a thesis titled "The return of Asians to Uganda After Expulsion,
Their role, contributions and challenges." Aarashi is also an Editorial Associate for the journal Africa Review,
Routledge, London. Aarshi also work as the Joint Treasurer with the Academic NGO Organisation for
Diaspora Initiatives (ODI India). Aarashi’s primary area of research is Indian Diaspora, African Studies, Indian
Women Diaspora in Africa, and India-Africa Relations.
 
Abstract: The concept of home and homeland are liberally used in the diasporic literature to interpret
individual authors own concept of identity and belonging in the diasporic context. Both these concepts
interpret identity of an individual in multiple social environments. Asian Women in East Africa is one such
example of it. Asian women migration to the East African region began in the early 20th century, when they
travelled across the sea to join their spouses settled earlier in the region. Initially the migration process was
due to familial and marital reasons where they either accompanied or re-joined their husbands in East
Africa. However, in the 21st century, with the advent of globalization and availability of jobs and investment
opportunities in the region along with the strong Diasporic ties have resulted in the opening of channels for
increased migrations in the region.
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This paper explores how varied diasporic experiences and the changing transnational interconnections
impact and shape women’s lives. The paper focuses on the cultural, emotional, economic and political
impact of migration on women of Asian origin in the East African region. Furthermore, the migration of
women from India to East Africa helped in development of the diasporic community in the region. This very
migratory journey has further impacted the 4th or the 5th generation Asian women living in the East African
region. Thus, Asian women migration and establishment of Diasporic community are intrinsically linked and
intertwined in the East African region and has impacted not only on the social and cultural aspects of the
community and but also plays a decisive role in the political, economic and international affairs and
interactions with the people as well as the Indian and East African nations governments.

Tasneem Jamal
Where the Air is Sweet

Tasneem Jamal was born in Mbarara, Uganda, and immigrated to Canada with her family in 1975. The author
of the novel Where the Air Is Sweet, she serves as a nonfiction editor at The New Quarterly and is at work on
her second novel. When not writing, Tasneem serves as Communications Officer at Project Ploughshares, a
Waterloo-based peace research institute. She lives in Kitchener.
 
Chandrika Joshi (Hindu Priest)
Hiraeth: A Welsh Ugandan Asian Reflects on the Longing for Home

Abstract: In collaboration with the British Ugandan Asians at 50, a group of scholars, oral historians, and
members of the British Ugandan Asian community will investigate the resettlement process from a UK
perspective
 
Ria Kapoor (Queen Mary University of London)
Documenting Belonging: Nomenclature and Identity Papers in the 1972 Expulsion 

 
Bio: Dr. Ria Kapoor completed a D.Phil in History from the University of Oxford. Her first book examines an
Indian conception of the refugee as that state transformed from colonial to postcolonial. She is now working
on a global history of the 1972 Ugandan Asian expulsion. At present, she is a Simon Research Fellow at the
University of Manchester.

Abstract: This paper presents events in East Africa as part of the broader unravelling of British imperial and
Indian Ocean networks, highlighting Uganda as a nexus for postcolonial articulations of statehood and
citizenship worldwide. While the crisis is often remembered as one of refugees, documents like passports
played a key role - and many of those forced to leave Uganda in 1972 had valid passports linked to states
other than Uganda itself. In many ways, the expulsion prompted a postcolonial hardening of citizenship in
international forums, as well as questions of ancestral ties with South Asia versus legal documents that
showed belonging beyond it. The ways in which documents were handled, both within Uganda and in
conversations about where those who left should go by resettling states and the international community
are thus at the heart of this. I ask how humanitarian action itself became a way to build and to preserve
national identities, through and examination of the documentation that reveals a slippage between 'refugee',
'migrant', 'stateless' and 'citizen' and the rights that come with each category. To do so, I will make use of
Indian, British, and UNHCR sources, as well as Carleton's own collections to understand how the rights of a
transnational diasporic community in the middle of the 'colonial sandwich', through a humanitarian crisis,
were transformed in ways that more neatly fit the world of nation-states in the age of decolonisation.

PRESENTER BIOS & ABSTRACTS
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Karim H. Karim (Carleton University)
Chain Migration: The Ugandan Expulsion and the East African Ismaili Diaspora

 
Bio: Karim H. Karim, Chancellor’s Professor at Carleton University, is editor of The Media of Diaspora, an
international reference work, and co-editor of Diaspora and Media in Europe. He received the inaugural
Robinson Prize for the monograph Islamic Peril: Media and Global Violence. Dr. Karim has also published
extensively on Ismailis and organized the Second International Ismaili Studies Conference at Carleton. His
writings have been critically acclaimed and translated into several languages. Professor Karim has held
visiting positions at Harvard, Simon Fraser, and Aga Khan universities and has delivered distinguished
lectures around the world. He has served as director of Carleton’s School of Journalism and
Communication, the Carleton Centre for the Study of Islam, and the Institute of Ismaili Studies (London,
England). 
 
Abstract: Gujarati Khoja merchants were participants since the 17th century in the maritime trade between
India and Africa, with settled communities appearing in the 1800s on the East African coast. Khoja Ismailis,
along with other Asian communities of Indian origin, were well-established when they were all expelled from
Uganda in 1972. They had strong cross-border ties with co-religionists in Kenya and Tanzania as well as other
African countries and viewed themselves as a transnational community under the leadership of the Aga
Khan. Whereas Tanzanian Khoja Ismailis had begun emigrating prior to the expulsion, the Ugandan exodus
accelerated community members’ movement from East Africa. In Canada, there were only a few hundred
Ismailis before 1972, when an additional 2,862 arrived as refugees from Uganda (Muhammedi, 2017). By 1975,
the community had grown to some 10,000 (Nanji, 1983). In addition to further immigration from Africa,
Khoja Ismailis began arriving from India and Pakistan. Political instability in countries like Iran, Afghanistan,
Tajikistan and Syria began to bring non-Khoja Ismailis from these places to Canada. Currently, this multi-
ethnic community stands at around 100,000 (Grantham, 2018; Mohamed, 2017). A self-governing structure
of councils appointed by the Aga Khan, which have origins in India and East Africa a century ago, attend to
religious and secular needs (Karim, 2014). The chain migration to Canada spurred by the Ugandan exodus
provided for sufficient numbers, knowledge and skills to develop these institutions, which were based on
the community's existing models in Africa. Achievements of individuals in various sectors (including
business, culture, education, health, media, philanthropy, politics, and public service) are indicators of
generally successful settlement and integration of Ismailis into the Canadian public sphere. However, the
community governance structure's commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the Ugandan exodus
highlights the tendency to erase both the beginnings of Khoja settlement in Canada prior to the mass
migration and the community's centuries-long history in Africa and South Asia. This erasure extends to the
loss of language, culture, and religious features.

Mohamed Keshavjee (Institute of Ismaili Studies, London)
The 1972 Ugandan Asian Expulsion- Lessons for Asian minorities in Africa

Bio: Mohamed M Keshavjee is an internationally respected specialist on cross cultural mediation with
degrees in law from Britain and Canada and certificates of training from the USA, and Europe . He is the
author of 4 books and was In Kenya in 1972 when the Ugandan Asians were given their marching orders by Idi
Amin. A scholar of diasporic movements with a human rights background, he has practiced law in 3
continents, worked in the Secretariat of HH the Aga Khan for over 30 years (now retired) and has trained
mediators in conflict resolution skills in over 25 countries of the world . In 2016 he became the recipient of
the Gandhi, King, Ikeda Peace Award for his global endeavors in peace and human rights education. In 2021,
he led a major multinational training initiative for members of the judiciary and the legal profession of South
Africa. He is presently working on a book on the Ugandan expulsion having conducted over 75 interviews of
expellees in different parts of the world.
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Abstract: In this paper, the author, a human rights specialist and a diasporic scholar who lived in apartheid
South Africa and migrated to Kenya at the time of Independence, highlights his experiences of the East
African Asian situation in the immediate post-independence era . He makes the point that the Ugandan Asian
Expulsion was a concrete manifestation of the worst nightmare of Asian minorities from elsewhere in Africa .
Focusing on Indophobic trends that characterized pre independence politics in South, East and Central
Africa, the author shows how in post independence East Africa, Asians continued to be scapegoated for all
sorts of national shortcomings on the part of East African governments . Referring to trends in Malawi and
Madagascar, the author makes the point that even in South Africa where Asians played a visible role in the
freedom struggle, as a minority, they continue to be vulnerable and exposed to attacks as being a main
stumbling block to upward economic aspirations of the majority population. He cites the 2021 riots in South
Africa as example (Durban in Kwa Zulu Province). The paper further makes the point that so long as race
coincides with wealth and the further the economic promise is delayed as an adjunct to political
independence , racial minorities like the Asians who are perceived as having all the wealth, will continue to
be scapegoated and manipulated for political gain. The Ugandan expulsion, even 50 years on, raises a
number of critical questions for the Asian minorities of Africa with regard to their identity, acceptance and
long-term future in a continent where some of them have now been for 5 generations.

I ask how humanitarian action itself became a way to build and to preserve national identities, through and
examination of the documentation that reveals a slippage between 'refugee', 'migrant', 'stateless' and
'citizen' and the rights that come with each category. To do so, I will make use of Indian, British, and UNHCR
sources, as well as Carleton's own collections to understand how the rights of a transnational diasporic
community in the middle of the 'colonial sandwich', through a humanitarian crisis, were transformed in ways
that more neatly fit the world of nation-states in the age of decolonisation.

Samuel Kisitu (University of Toronto Student; Reset; Director of Public Relations at the Dominion Church
International Toronto; Founder of My Community, My Concerns, and Co-Founder of Samuel & Sarah Kisitu
Foundation)
Beyond Finding a Home in the Promised Land Canada: Moving Towards Reconciliation and Reconnections

for Ugandan Diaspora 

 

Bio: Samuel Kisitu is a philanthropist and avid advocate for social and economic justice and equitable access
to health, affordable housing, immigration status, and decent work in minority and racialized communities
using his stories: Featured in the Toronto Star, CBC News, Downsview Advocates and Matthew Best
Documentaries. He serves as the Director of Public Relations with the Dominion Church International
Toronto by supporting all East African refugees, permanent residents and citizens of Ugandan and East
African descent. He is the award winner of the 2020 Inspiration Award by the New African Canadians and
received an honourable mention by the City of Toronto's Access, Equity and Human Rights Award. He has
established a Newcomers centred non-for-profit organization, My Community My Concerns (MCMC).

Abstract: This paper seeks to undertake a comparative analysis of Canada’s reception and integration of
Ugandan Asian refugees expelled from Ugandan in 1972 and its reception of more recent refugees from East
Africa. The paper will be organized in four parts. The first part will provide an overview of Canada’s initiative
to resettle over 6,000 Ugandan Asian refugees and the impact of that on subsequent Canadian refugee
policy, law, and practice. In the second part, the reception and integration of most recent refugees from
East Africa will be examined. The third part will compare and contrast the treatment accorded to both
groups. Part four will conclude the discussion with lessons learnt and recommendations.
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Mahmood Mamdani (Makerere University; Columbia University)
The Uganda Asian Expulsion: What Have We Learnt Over the Past Fifty Years?

Bio: Mahmood Mamdani is the Herbert Lehman Professor of Government. He was also professor and
executive director of Makerere Institute of Social Research (2010-2022) in Kampala, where he established an
interdisciplinary doctoral program in Social Studies. He received his PhD from Harvard University in 1974
and specializes in the study of colonialism, anti-colonialism and decolonisation. His works explore the
intersection between politics and culture, a comparative study of colonialism since 1452, the history of civil
war and genocide in Africa, the Cold War and the War on Terror, the history and theory of human rights, and
the politics of knowledge production. Prior to joining the Columbia faculty, Mamdani was a professor at the
University of Dar-es-Salaam in Tanzania (1973–1979), Makerere University in Uganda (1980–1993), and the
University of Cape Town (1996–1999). He has received numerous awards and recognitions, including being
listed as one of the "Top 20 Public Intellectuals" by Foreign Policy (US) and Prospect (UK) magazine in 2008.

In 2021, he was nominated Among ‘The World’s Top 50 Thinkers’ by Prospect Magazine, UK. His latest work,
Neither Settler Nor Native: The Making and Unmaking of Permanent Minorities, Harvard, 2020, was

shortlisted for the British Academy Book Prize for Global Cultural Understanding, 2021, and as “World
History Finalist” by Association of American Publishers Awards for Professional and Scholarly Excellence
(PROSE Awards). 
 
Abstract: If we turn the 1972 expulsion into a mirror, what can it teach us? Not only about Idi Amin and
Ugandan society at large but also about ourselves and our history in Uganda? What were the differences and
similarities between Uganda, from where Asians were expelled, and Kenya and Tanzania, where there was no
such expulsion? What were the root causes of the expulsion and what can these teach us about minorities in
the modern world?

Farouk Mitha (University of Victoria)
Elusive Homelands: Politics of Belonging for Canadian, Ugandan, Gujarati, Ismaili Muslims

 

Bio: Born in Uganda, 3rd generation Gujarati and then part of the Ugandan Asian Expulsion, moved to UK as a
refugee in 1972 and then to Canada in 1973. Became a Canadian citizen in 1979. I have worked as a
coordinator for international teacher education programmes with Institute of Ismaili Studies and Aga Khan
Development network in Tajikistan, Pakistan, India and UK.

Abstract: Drawing on research in ‘Migration and Diaspora Studies’ around contested narratives and
representations of ‘homelands’ for communities which have experienced multiple migrations, this paper will
examine specifically how ideas of ‘homeland’ are rendered problematic and elusive for Canadian, Ugandan,
Gujarati, Ismaili Muslims. The focus will be on critically examining these tensions through how a politics of
belonging is articulated in relation to racial, cultural, religious and economic class categories. As a member
of this community, the paper will be structured around my own autobiographical experiences to illustrate
articulations of both displacement and a desire to belong. The paper will also then critically compare
representations of similar experiences and articulations in current research literature on Ugandan Asian
Refugees.
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Saima Nasar (University of Bristol)
Migrant-Refugees: Resettling Ugandan Asians in Britain

Bio: Dr Saima Nasar is Lecturer in the History of Africa and its Diasporas at the University of Bristol. She is a
social and cultural historian who works on histories of race, empire and immigration.
 
Abstract: This paper traces the resettlement process that followed President Idi Amin’s 1972 expulsion
order, which led to the displacement and forced migration of Uganda’s minority South Asian population. It
examines the history of transnational migration in and between Uganda and Britain. 
 
Mihir Patel (India Overseas Trust; BUA50)
The Work of British Ugandan Asians at 50

Abstract: In collaboration with the British Ugandan Asians at 50, a group of scholars, oral historians, and
members of the British Ugandan Asian community will investigate the resettlement process from a UK
perspective.
 
Omme-Salma Rahemtullah (South Asian American Digital Archive)
Ugandan Asian Resettlement in South Carolina, USA

Bio: Omme-Salma Rahemtullah (she/her) is dedicated to community-informed programming and advocacy,
having worked in independent film exhibition and community radio, bringing to the screens and airwaves
stories from communities often sidelined in mainstream media spaces. She currently works as a policy
consultant with FoodShare SC and teaches film programming at the University of South Carolina. Born in
Tanzania and raised in Toronto, Omme is a recent transplant to the American South (Columbia, SC).

Abstract: When Idi Amin announced the expulsion of the nearly 80,000 Asians in Uganda in 1972, the
majority found refuge in Canada and the UK. A very limited number of Ugandan Asians that had been
rendered stateless were granted 'parole' in the US. At the time, the US refugee policy only admitted refugees
who were escaping communism or coming from North Africa and the Middle East, which left out these newly
stateless Ugandan Asians. In 1972, 1500 Ugandan Asians were ‘paroled’ into the US in, and of those, 500
were resettled in South Carolina, becoming the first ever resettlement project in the entire state. Their
parolee status might seem like only a bureaucratic matter, though it made the attainment of citizenship and
family reunification more difficult.
 
Over the past year I have been interviewing these Ugandan Asians after 50 years of life in the US. Their
experiences of expulsion and resettlement in the American South have not faded over the time and are still
very vivid in their memories. Language, race and assimilation were common themes that arose in our
discussions. As a new arrival to the American South myself, I was especially interested in thinking through
and discussing their experiences of coming from East Africa to the American South where the history of
slavery is very much present in the form of economic disparities and segregation.
 
In my presentation I will discuss the unique experiences of resettlement of Ugandan Asians in South
Carolina, versus the majority of resettlement experiences in Canada or the UK, given their parolee status and
the racial demographics of the American South.
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Zainub Verjee (LL.D (hon) D.F.A (hon) (Sr Fellow at Massey College, University of Toronto; McLaughlin
College Fellow at York University)
Archive to Repertoire: Cookbooks and Labour of Women in Resettlement

 
Bio: Zainub Verjee has over four decades built a formidable reputation as an artist, writer, critic, cultural
administrator and public intellectual in Canada and internationally. Senior Fellow of Massey College and
McLaughlin College Fellow, Zainub has been deeply engaged with the UK’s British Black Arts, Third Cinema
and the post-Bandung decolonization, Tactical Video Movement, Zainub Verjee has been embedded in the
early years of Vancouver’s photo-conceptualism movement, second wave feminist movement as well as
history of women’s labour in British Columbia. She co-founded the critically acclaimed In Visible Colours: An
International Film/Video Festival & Symposium for Third World Women and Women of Colour (1989), a
widely and critically recognized as a foundational film festival in Canada. As a result, she received the
National Film Board Fellowship in 1992 as part of New Initiatives in Film for women of colour and aboriginal
women. As an internationalist, her work in video distribution/programming, curatorship, policy and
administration has been consistent and contiguous with what might be termed a critical transversal
aesthetic. She is the laureate of 2020 Governor General Award in Visual and Media Arts for Outstanding
Contribution.
 
Abstract: As a member of the second wave of feminism, I have pursued the construction of gendered
subjectives for over three decades through my critical art practice and activism. This paper pulls focus on an
understudied area which foregrounds the important and critical role that women play in settlement of
migrant communities. Embedded in the archive and the repertoire, cookbook and recipe writing are a tool of
recreating selfhood since food plays a significant role in daily practice of sustenance and the reproduction
of tradition and community both as a conduit to memory and loss. Women are central to these
entanglements of cooking, recipes, labour, migration, settlement, nutrition, and feasting. This paper takes a
critical look at cookbooks created in Canada and England, where many of the Ugandan Asian refugees
landed, underlining how food “holds emotional, social, community and cultural significance in the ways it
can be used for comfort, to show love and affection (or the withholding of those), and to define individual
identities and social relationships.” Inherently, it argues recipes are cultural texts and a cookbook enables
the memory shifts from archive to repertoire to embodied culture in allowing “displaced /uprooted" self to
realize a sense of normalcy. Through such an engagement, this critical endeavour will frame the work of
these women through culinary practices fostered our collective community identity, which needs to be
acknowledged and it is imperative to give them due place in our cultural history, beyond the act of using
these cookbooks.

Salima Versi (Assistant Lecturer, University of Alberta)
“Where do we get to exist?”: Reflections on Dynamic Definitions of Home Among Canadian Ismailis from

East Africa

 
Bio: Salima Versi (she/her) is a PhD Candidate & Assistant Lecturer in the University of Alberta's Religious
Studies Program, where she focuses on contemporary Islam and Ismailism, particularly in Canada. In
addition, Salima is a psychotherapist and a Canadian Certified Counsellor with a master’s degree in
Counselling Psychology. She has her own practice, Rahma Counselling & Consulting, where she specializes in
proving culturally and spiritual supportive mental health care, especially for women and queer people of
colour, particularly Muslims, through an intersectional feminist lens. Within the Ismaili Muslim community,
she is an Alwaeza, which is a preacher, scholar, and pastoral caregiver. Added to these professional
qualifications is a commitment social justice and community service. She has been a board member for
several interfaith, Muslim, and feminist organizations and speaks on and participates in a variety of projects
and discussions related to Islam, religion, feminism, social justice, and mental health. She is also the co-
founder of the Muslim Feminist Collective of Edmonton.
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Abstract: This paper examines the definitions of home expressed by Canadian Khoja Nizari Ismailis of East
African origin or descent. In particular, it interrogates the notion of ‘Canada as safe haven’ and tracks the
shifting understandings of ‘nation state as saviour’ to a recognition of settler-colonizer dynamics
foundational to that same state. Using data from interviews collected across Canada, the paper comments
on the underpinnings of changing perspectives of home across generations, as well as the grief and sense of
displacement that accompanies them, most clearly epitomized in the plaintive question: where do we get to
exist? Ultimately, the paper asks, if the safe haven is not really home, nor is the country of origin, what then
does home mean? And how is that parsed at both individual and community levels? Also included are ties
back to Ismaili Imamat articulations of Canada as home, which further problematize the relationship of
communities and individuals to the state.

Arif Virani (Member of Parliament, Parkdale - High Park) 
Competing Conceptions of Identity That Characterize Ugandan Asians

Mr. Virani came to Canada as a Ugandan Asian refugee. Before entering politics, he worked as a
constitutional litigator, advocating for human rights and access to justice. He was an analyst with the
Canadian Human Rights Commission in Ottawa, an investigator at the Commission des droits de la personne
et des droits de la jeunesse in Montréal, and an assistant trial attorney prosecuting those accused of
genocide at the United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda. Mr. Virani was also one of the
founders of the South Asian Legal Clinic of Ontario in Toronto. He is a member of The Redwood, a shelter for
abused women and their children, and he regularly volunteers at the Parkdale Community Food Bank. Mr.
Virani has an Honours Bachelor of Arts in History and Political Science from McGill University, and
completed his Bachelor of Laws at the University of Toronto. He speaks English, French, and Hindi. He is
happily married and the devoted father of two young boys. 

Abstract: MP Arif Virani will reflect on his own life journey, as a Ugandan Asian Refugee who arrived in
Canada in October 1972. He will connect his personal and family experience of displacement, with that of
successive waves of newcomers from other parts of the world, touching upon how conceptions of identity
evolve over time. In particular, Mr. Virani will highlight competing conceptions of identity that characterize
Ugandan Asians (persons of South Asian origin, who also connect with the African continent, and now with
Canada). In his role as Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Immigration, 2015-2017, Mr. Virani was
directly involved in the resettlement of over 50,000 Syrian refugees to Canada—he will compare that
refugee resettlement exercise, with the events of 50 years ago in Uganda. This will be supplemented with
commentary on the current levels of forced displacement around the world, geopolitical and environmental
pressures that are contributing to a rising number of asylum seekers, and the varying responses of Western
governments including Canada’s allies. Informed by his legal background, Mr. Virani will offer some thoughts
on International legal norms, including the definition of refugee under the 1951 Geneva Convention. 

Richard Vokes (The University of Western Australia)
The Ugandan Asian Crisis in Australia

Bio: I am Associate Professor of Anthropology and International Development at the University of Western
Australia; Research Affiliate of Oxford University, and; Research Associate of the Western Australian
Museum Boola Bardip. As an Oxford University-trained anthropologist with 24 years’ fieldwork experience in
Africa, Antarctica and Australia, I have led complex heritage management and development projects, around
the world. I have worked with many community representative bodies, at the highest levels of government,
and for international bodies including the UN. I have extensive legal experience, across multiple
jurisdictions. I have authored 300+ academic books, journal articles, research reports, heritage surveys, 
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briefings, and policy papers. I am former President of the Australian Anthropological Society, and I have
been recently appointed as a Director of the Royal Anthropological Institute (RAI). My academic research
has won numerous prizes and awards, including the RAI's Curl Essay Prize, a Finalist Award in the African
Studies Association’s Herskovits competition, and the RAI's Sutasoma Prize. I have held the Evans-Pritchard
Lectureship and two Visiting Fellowships at All Souls College, Oxford, and I have secured competitive
research funding from: the Australian Research Council, the British Institute in East Africa, the British
Library, the Economic and Social Research Council (UK), the Royal Society of New Zealand’s Marsden Fund,
and the Wenner-Gren Foundation (USA). I am currently leading - with Derek Peterson, Nelson Abiti, and
Edgar Taylor - the major research, digitisation and exhibition project: The Unseen Archive of Idi Amin. 

Abstract: This paper examines Australia’s role in the 1972 expulsion of the Ugandan Asians, and the effect
that the episode had upon Australian immigration policies. The conventional wisdom here is that although
British Prime Minister Edward Heath was from the outset keen to involve Australians in discussions about
the Asians’ future – as part of his wider effort to cast the crisis as a ‘Commonwealth-wide’ issue – neither
London, nor Canberra, was ever more than half-hearted in their discussions on the matter. As a result,
Australia’s role in the ensuing refugee emergency was only ever peripheral. By the time Idi Amin’s 90-day
decree expired, in November 1972, Canberra has issued visas to only 491 Ugandan-Asians, and of these, only
46 had actually arrived in Australia. However, against all of this, this paper argues that the crisis may have
had a more profound effect upon Australian immigration than previously realised. Specifically, it argues that
if placed within a series of other migration episodes for Australia, from WWII onwards, the Uganda-Asian
crisis can be seen as having played a crucial role in establishing East Africa as a key ‘laboratory’ for
Australian immigration policies. In so doing, it made possible a development which became arguably
Australia’s most significant immigration episode of the twentieth century: the arrival of thousands of South
Sudanese refugees from 2004 onwards. Today, Australia is home to home to approximately 25,000 people
of South Sudanese heritage, which is the largest South Sudanese Diaspora outside of Africa.

Hafsa Zayyan
We Are All Birds of Uganda

Bio: Hafsa Zayyan is half-Nigerian, half-Pakistani and was born and raised (mostly) in the UK. She is a dispute
resolution lawyer working in the City of London and is also the author of We Are All Birds of Uganda, the
winner of MerkyBooks’ inaugural New Writer’s Prize and short-listed for the Goldsboro Glass Bell Award
2022, focusing on the South Asian expulsion from Uganda in 1972. When she is not fighting fires in Court,
Hafsa spends her time reading, writing and painting. She recently contributed an essay in a collection titled
Of This Our Country, alongside other Nigerian authors including Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Inua Ellams and
Abi Dare. Her next publication is expected for May 2023.
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Department of History, Carleton University
Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Carleton University
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The Canadian Immigration Historical Society
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The Beyond Resettlement conference would not be possible without the ongoing support of the Ugandan
Asian community and donors to the Uganda Collection in the Carleton University Library. We are grateful for
the ongoing support and guidance to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Ugandan Asian expulsion.

Over the past 10 years, Archives & Special Collections in the Carleton University Library has been proud to
house the Uganda Collection and provide digital access to valuable historical resources. We are grateful to
all those who have contributed archival material, resources, oral history interviews, and time. 
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